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TO 
TBB   KIOHI   HONODKABLX 

ELIZABETH 
COUNTESS  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND : 


Those  wiiten,  who  solicit  the  protection  of  the 
noble  and  the  great,  are  often  exposed  to  censure 
by  the  impropriety  of  their  addresses :  a  remark 
that  will  perhaps  be  too  readily  applied  to  him 
wbo,  having  nothing  better  to  offer  than  the  rude 
Songs  of  ancient  Minstrels,  aspires  to  the  patron- 
age of  the  Countess  of  Northumberland,  >and  hopes 
that  the  barbarous  productions  of  unpolished  ages 
can  obtain  the   approbation  or  the  notice  of  her. 


..GlKl^^lc 


Vi  DEDICATION. 

who  adorns  courts  by  her  presence,  and  diffuses 
elegance  by  her  example. 

But  this  impropriety,  it  is  presumed,  will  dis< 
appear,  when  it  is  declared  that  these  poems  are 
presented  to  your  Ladyship,  not  as  labours  of  art, 
but  as  efiusions  of  nature,  showing  the  first  efforts 
of  ancient  genius,  and  exhibiting  the  customs  and 
opinions  of  remote  ages, — of  ages  that  had  been 
almost  lost  to  memory,  had  not  the  gallant  deeds 
of  your  illustrious  Ancestors  preserved  them  from 
oblivion. 

No  active  or  comprehensive  mind  can  forbear 
some  attention  to  the  reliques  of  antiquity ;  it  is 
prompted  by  natural  curiosity  to  survey  the  pro- 
gress of  life  and  manners,  and  to  inquire  by  what 
gradations  barbarity  was  civilized,  grossness  re- 
fined, and  ignorance  instructed :  but  this  curiosity. 
Madam,  must  be  stronger  in  those  nho,  like  your 
Ladyship,  can  remark  in  every  period  the  influ- 
ence of  some  great  Pn^enitor,  and  who  still  feel 
in  their  effects  die  transactions  and  events  of  dis- 


By   such  Bards,    Madam,  as   I    am   i 
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ducii^  to  your  preseDce,  was  the  infancy  of  genius 
nunured  and  advanced ;  by  such  were  the  minds 
of  unlettered  warriors  sofVened  and  entailed ;  by 
such  was  the  memory  of  iUustrious  actions  pre- 
served and  prop^ated;  by  such  were  the  heroic 
deeds  of  the  EaiU  of  Nosthcuberland  sung  at 
fesdvals  in  the  hall  of  Alkwick  ;  and  those  Songs 
whi^  the  bounty  of  your  ancestors  rewarded,  now 
return  to  your  Ladyship  by  a  kind  of  hereditary 
right;  and,  I  flatter  myself,  will  find  such  recep- 
tion as  is  usually  shovm  to  poets  and  hiBtorians 
by  those,  whose  consciougnesa  of  merit  makes  it 
their  interest  to  be  long  remembered. 

I  am,  Madam, 
Your  Ladye^p's  most  humble, 

and  most  devoted  servant, 

Thomas  Percy. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


FOURTH  EDITION. 


TwBHTT  yean  have  near  el^ed  since  the  last  edi- 
tion of  this  work  appeared.  But,  although  it  naa 
sutBcieDtly  a  &Tounle  nith  the  public,  and  had  long 
been  out  of  print,  the  original  Editor  had  no  desire 
to  revive  it.  More  important  pursuits  had,  as  might 
be  expected,  engaged  his  attention ;  and  the  present 
edition  would  have  remained  unpubliahed,  had  he 
not  yielded  to  the  importunity  of  his  friends,  and 
accepted  the  humble  offer  of  an  Editor  in  a  Nephew, 
to  whom,  it  is  feared,  he  will  be  found  too  partial. 

These  volumes  are  now  restored  to  the  public 
with  such  corrections  imd  improvements  as  have 
occurred  sbce  the  former  impression  ;  and  the  text 
in  particular  hath  been  amended  in  many  passages 
by  recurring  to  the  old  copies.  The  instances,  being 
frequently  trivial,  are  not  always  noted  in  the  margin, 
but  the  alteration  hath  never  been  made  without 
good  reason  ;  and  especially  in  such  pieces  as  were 
extracted  from  the  folio  Manuscript  so  often  men- 
tioned in  the  following  pages,  where  any  variation 
occurs  fi'om  the  former  impression,  it  will  be  under- 
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Btood  to  have  been  given  on  the  authority  of  that 
MS. 

The  appeal  publicly  made  to  Dr.  Johnson  in  the 
fint  page  of  the  following  Preface,  bo  long  since  as 
in  die  year  1765,  and  never  once  contradicted  by 
him  during  so  large  a  portion  of  bis  life,  ought  to 
hare  precluded  every  doubt  concerning  ihe  existence 
of  the  MS.  in  question.  But  such,  it  seems,  having 
been  suggested,  it  may  now  be  mentioned,  that  while 
this  edition  passed  through  his  press,  the  MS.  itself 
was  lefl  for  near  a  year  with  Mr,  Nichols,  in  whose 
house,  or  in  that  of  its  possessor,  it  was  examined 
with  more  or  less  attention  by  many  gentlemm  of 
eminence  in  literature.  At  the  first  publicati<m  of 
these  volumes,  it  had  been  in  the  hands  of  all,  or 
most  of  hb  friends  ;  but,  as  it  could  hardly  be  ex- 
pected that  he  should  continue  to  think  of  nothing 
else  but  these  amusements  of  his  youth,  it  was  after- 
wards laid  aside  at  his  residence  in  &e  country.  Of 
the  many  goitlemen  above  mentioned,  who  offered 
to  give  their  testimony  to  the  public,  it  will  be  sufS- 
dent  to  name  the  Honourable  Daines  Barrington, 
the  Reverend  Clayton  Mordaunt  Crailberode,  and 
those  eminent  critics  cai  Sbakspeue,  the  Reverend 
Dr.  Farmer,  George  Steevens,  Esq.,  Edmund  Malone, 
Esq.,  and  Isaac  Reed,  Esq.,  to  whom  I  beg  leave 
to  appeal  for  the  truth  of  the  fbllowtng  representa- 

The  MS.  is  a  Icmg  narrow  &lio  volume,  containing 
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TO   THE    lOUEIH   EDITION.  Xlll 

one  hundred  and  ninety-five  Sonnets,  Ballads,  His- 
torical Songs,  and  Metrical  Romances,  either  in  the 
whole  or  in  part,  for  many  of  them  are  extremely 
mutilated  and  imperfect.  The  first  and  last  leaves 
are  wanting  ;  and  of  fiily-four  pages,  near  the  begin- 
ning, half  of  every  leaf  hath  been  torn  away,  and 
several  others  are  injured  towards  the  end  ;  besides 
that  through  a  great  part  of  the  volume  the  top  or 
bottom  line,  and  sometimea  both,  have  been  cut  off 
in  the  binding. 

In  this  state  is  the  MS.  itself:  and  even  where 
the  leaves  have  suffered  no  ittjury,  the  transcripts, 
which  seem  to  have  been  all  made  by  one  person, 
(they  are  at  least  all  in  the  same  kind  of  hand,)  are 
sometimes  extremely  incorrect  and  faulty,  being  in 
such  instances  probably  made  from  defective  copies, 
or  the  imperfect  recitation  of  illiterate  singers ;  so 
that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  song  or  narrative 
is  sometimes  omitted,  and  miserable  trash  or  non- 
sense not  unfrequently  introduced  into  pieces  of  con- 
siderable merit.  And  often  the  copyist  grew  so 
weary  of  his  labour,  as  to  write  on  without  the  least 
attention  to  the  sense  or  meaning ;  so  that  the  word 
which  should  form  the  rhyme  is  found  misplaced  in 
the  middle  of  the  line  ;  and  we  have  such  blunders 
as  these,  want  and  mill,  for  tcanlon  will' ;  even  pan 
and  icale,  for  wan  and  pale'.  Sec.  &c. 

'  Thi*  mmt  fans  been  cojnsd  from  m  recitir 
*  Thw  m  find  in  tbe  ((i1.  US. 

"  Hit  TiNgB  wued  pan  ud  irals." 
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Hence  the  public  may  judge  bow  much  Utey  are 
indebted  to  the  composer  of  thii  collection ;  who,  at 
an  early  period  of  life,  with  such  materials  and  such 
subjects,  fonned  a  weak,  which  hath  been  admitted 
into  the  most  elegant  libraries,  and  with  which  the 
judicious  antiquary  hath  just  reaaon  to  be  satisfied, 
while  refined  entertainment  hath  been  provided  for 
every  reader  of  taste  and  genius. 

Tbomas  Percy, 
Pbllow  of  St.  John's  Collxoi,  OxfoU). 
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PREFACE. 


The  reader  it  here  presented  with  select  lemainB  of 
our  ancient  Englisb  Bards  and  Minatreb,  an  order 
of  men  who  were  once  greatly  respected  by  our 
ancestors,  and  contributed  to  soAen  the  roughness  of 
a  martial  and  unlettered  people  by  their  songs  and 
by  their  nnuic. 

The  greater  part  of  them  are  extracted  from  an 
ancient  folio  MS.  in  the  Editor'a  possession,  which 
cwtaios  near  two  hundred  Poems,  Songs,  and 
Metrical  Romances.  This  manuscript  was  written 
about  the  middle  of  the  last  century  ;  but  contains 
OMnpoaitions  of  all  dmes  and  dates,  from  the  ages 
prior  to  Chaucer,  to  the  cwidusion  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.' 

This  manuscript  was  shown  to  several  learned 
and  ingenious  friends^  who  thought  the  contents  too 
curious  to  be  consigned  to  oblivion,  and  importuned 
the  possessor  to  select  some  of  them,  and  give  them 
to  the  press.     As  most  of  them  are  of  great  simpli- 

■  ChiDcvT  qnolM  Uie  aid  nnninee  of "  lAhhiM  DUooaliu,''  ind 
nme  othen,  which  an  fannd  ia  tbU  H3.  (Sea  ths  Sutj  pnflzDd 
to  ToL  iii.  p.  1£,<t  wq.}  It  iIh  contiiiu  HTcnl  Songi  reliting  to 
Hu  Cifil  Wu  In  tho  lut  canCorr,  bat  oat  om  that  tlluda  lo  tha 
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city,  and  seem  to  have  been  merely  written  for  the 
people,  he  was  long  in  doabt,  whether,  in  &e  pre- 
set Btate  of  improved  literature,  they  could  be 
deemed  worthy. the  attention  of  the  puUic.  At 
length  the  importunity  of  his  fnends  prevailed,  and 
he  could  refuse  nothing  to  such  judges  as  the  author 
c£  The  Rambler,  and  the  late  Mr.  Sheostone. 

Accordingly  such  specimens  of  ancient  poetry  have 
been  selected,  as  either  show  the  gradation  of  our 
language,  exhibit  the  progress  of  popular  opinions, 
display  the  peculiar  manners  and  customs  of  former 
ages,  or  throw  light  on  our  earlier  classical  poeta. 

They  are  here  distributed  into  tolches,  each  of 
which  contains  an  independent  sbkieb  of  poems,  ar- 
ranged chiefly  according  to  the  order  of  time,  and 
■honii^  the  gradual  improvements  of  the  English 
language  and  poetry,  from  the  eariiest  ages  down  to 
(he  present  Each  volcmb,  or  sbwbs,  is  divided 
into  three  books,  to  afford  so  many  pauses,  or  rest- 
ing-places to  the  reader,  and  to  assist  him  in  distin- 
guishing between  the  productions  of  the  earlier,  the 
middle,  and  the  latter  times. 

In  a  polished  age,  like  the  present,  I  am  sensible 
that  many  of  these  reliques  of  antiquity  will  require 
great  allowances  to  be  made  for  them.  Yet  have 
they,  for  the  most  part,  a  pleasing  simplicity,  and 
many  ardess  graces,  which,  in  the  opinicHi  of  no  mean 
erities'i  have  been  thought  to '  (»mpensate  for  &e 
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want  of  higher  beauties,  and,  if  tHey  do  not  dazzle 
the  imaginatioii,  are  frequently  found  to  interest  the 
heart. 

To  atone  for  the  rudenesa  of  the  more  obsolete 
poems,  each  volume  concludes  with  a  few  modem 
attempts  in  die  same  kind  of  writing  ;  and,  to  take 
off  firom  the  tediousneas  of  the  longer  nariatiTes,  they 
are  every  where  intermingled  with  little  el^ant 
pieces  of  the  lyric  kind.  Select  ballads  in  the  old 
Scottish  dialect,  most  of  them  of  the  first-rate  merit, 
we  also  intersperaed  amra^  those  of  our  ancient 
Enf^iah  minstrets;  and  tlie  artkai  productions  of 
these  old  rhapsodists  Bie  occasionally  confronted 
with  specimens  of  the  cmnposition  of  contemporary 
poets  of  a  higher  class, — of  those  who  had  all  the 
advantages  of  learning  in  the  times  in  which  they 
lived,  and  who  wrote  for  fame  and  for  posterity. 
Yet,  perh^M,  the  palm  will  be  frequently  due  to  the 
old  strolling  Minstrels,  who  composed  their  rhymes 
to  be  sung  to  their  harps,  and  who  looked  no  further 
than  for  present  applause,  and  present  subsistence. 

The  reader  will  find  this  class  of  men  occasionally 
described  in  iha  fbllowing  volumes,  and  some  par- 
ticulars relating  to  thdr  history  in  an  Essay  sub- 
joined  to  this  Pre&ce. 


It  will  be  proper  here  to  give  a  short  a 

L  ipp«>tn  sIm  M  h(vc  bun 


ifdb,  Google 


[he  other  ColleetioDs  that  neie  consulted,  and  to 
make  my  acknoirledgments  to  those  gentlemen  who 
were  so  kind  as  to  impart  extracts  from  them  ;  tor, 
while  tbia  Selection  was  making,  a  great  number  of 
ingenious  friends  took  a  share  in  the  work,  and  ex- 
plored many  large  repositories  in  its  iiiTour. 

The  first  of  these  that  deserved  notice  was  the 
Pepyaian  library  at  Magdalen  College,  Cambridge. 
Its  founder,  Samuel  Pepys',  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  II.  and  James  II., 
had  made  a  large  collection  of  ancient  Engbsh  bal- 
lads, near  2000  in  number,  which  he  has  lefl  pasted 
in  five  volumes  in  folio ;  besides  garlands  and  other 
smaller  miacellaniea.  This  Collection,  he  tella  us, 
was  "  begun  by  Mr.  Selden  ;  improved  by  the  addi- 
tion of  many  pieces  elder  thereto  in  time ;  and  the 
whole  continued  down  to  the  year  1700  ;  when  the ' 
form  peculiar  till  then  thereto,  viz.  of  the  black-letter 
with  pictures,  seems  (for  cheapness'  sake)  wholly  laid 
aside  for  that  of  the  white  letter  without  pictures." 

In  the  Ashmole  library  at  Oxford  is  a  small  col- 
lection of  ballads  made  by  Anthony  Wood  in  the 
year  1676,  containing  somewhat  more  than  200. 
Many  ancient  popular  poems  are  also  preserved  in 
the  Bodleian  library. 

The  archives  of  the  Antiquarian  Society  at  London 

'  A  life  of  our  euriout  cBlloctor,  Mr.  Pepji,  mmj  be  seen  in 
<*  The  CoDliDiulion  of  Hr.  Colli«'>  SupplHueut  to  liia  great  Dic- 
tionirj,  171£,  U  the  md  ef  vol.  iii.  folio.    An.  PEP." 
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contain  a  multitude  of  curioua  poltdcal  poemi  in 
Uige  folio  volume*,' digested  under  the  aeverol  reigns 
of  Henry  VIII.,  Edward  VI.,  Mary,  EUiabeth, 
Jamea  I.,  &c. 

In  the  British  Museuni  is  preserred  a  large  trea- 
sure of  ancient  English  poems  in  MS.,  besides  ooe 
foho  vtdume  of  printed  ballads. 

From  all  these  some  of  the  best  pieces  were 
selected ;  and  &om  many  private  Collections,  as  well 
printed  as  manuscript,  particularly  from  one  large 
fidio  volume  which  was  lent  by  a  lady. 

Amid  such  a  fimdof  materiab,  the  Editor  is  afi-aid 
he  bas  been  sometimes  led  to  make  too  great  a  parade 
of  his  authorities.  The  desire  of  being  accurate  has 
perhaps  seduced  him  into  too  minute  and  trifling  an 
exBclness ;  and  in  pursuit  of  information  he  may 
have  been  drawn  into  many  a  petty  and  frivolous 
research.  It  was  however  necessary  to  give  some 
account  of  the  old  copies ;  though  often,  for  the  sake 
of  brevity,  one  or  two  of  these  only  are  mentioned, 
where  yet  assistuice  was  received  &om  several. 
Where  any  thii^  was  altered  that  deserved  particular 
notice,  the  passage  is  generally  distinguished  by  two 
inverted  *  commas :'  and  the  Editor  has  endeavoured 
to  be  as  faithful  as  the  imperfect  state  of  his  materials 
would  admit.  For  these  old  popular  rhymes  beii^ 
many  of  them  copied  only  from  illiterate  transcripts, 
or  the  imperfect  recitation  of  itinerant  ballad- singers, 
b2 
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have,  aa  might  be  e^tected,  been  handed  down  to  ua 
with  leaa  care  than  any  other  writings  in  the  norld. 
And  the  old  copies,  whether  MS.  or  printed,  were 
oA«i  80  defective  or  coirupted,  that  a  scrupulous 
adherence  to  their  wretched  readings  would  only 
have  exhibited  unintelligible  nonsense,  or  such  poor 
nueagre  stu£F  as  neither  came  Irom  the  bard  nor  was 
worthy  the  press  ;  when,  by  a  few  slight  correctirais 
or  additions,  a  most  beautiful  or  interesting  sense 
hath  started  ferth,  and  this  so  naturally  and  easily, 
that  the  Editor  could  seldom  prevail  on  himself  to 
indulge  the  vanity  of  making  a  formal  claim  to  the 
improvement ;  but  must  plead  guilty  to  the  chaige 
of  concealing  bis  own  share  in  the  amendmenta  under 
some  such  general  tide  as  a."  Modeni  Copy,"  or  the 
like.  Yet  it  has  been  his  design  to  give  sufficient 
intimatimi  where  any  coiisiderabla  liberdes*  were 
taken  with  the  old  copies,  and  to  hare  retained,  either 
in  the  text  or  margin,  any  word  or  phrase  which  was 
antique,  obsolete,  unusual,  or  peculiar ;  so  diat  these 
might  be  safely  quoted  as  of  genuine  and  undoubted 
antiquity.  His  object  was  to  please  both  the  judi- 
cious antiquary  and  the  reader  of  taste ;  and  he  hath 
endeavoured  to  gratify  both  without  offending  either. 

The  plan  of  the  work  was  settled  in  concert  with 
the  late  elegant  Mr.  Sbenstone,  who  was  to  have 
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bonie  a  joint  share  in  it,  had  not  death  unhappily 
prevented  him'.  Most  of  the  modem  piecea  wen  of 
Ida  aelectkoi  and  arrangement,  and  the  Editor  hopes 
to  be  pard<med,  if  he  has  retained  some  things  out 
of  partiality  to  the  judgment  of  his  fiiend.  The  old 
folio  MS.  above  mentioned  was  a  present  irom 
Humphrey  Pitt,  Esq.,  of  Piior's-Lee,  in  Shropshire', 
to  whom  this  public  acknowledgment  is  due  for  that 
and  many  other  obliging  &voura.  To  Sir  David 
Dalrympte,  Bart.,  of  Hales,  near  Edinburgh,  die 
Editor  is  indebted  fiw  most  of  the  beautiful  Scottish 
poema  with  which  this  little  miscdlany  is  enriched, 
and  for  many  curious  and  el^ant  remarks  with  which 
they  are  illustrated.  Some  obliging  communicatioiis 
of  the  same  kind  were  received  from  John  Mac 
Gowan,  Esq.,  of  Edinbuif^h  ;  and  many  curious  ex- 
planations of  Scottish  words  in  the  glossaries  from 
John  Davidson,' Esq.,  of  Edinburgh,  and  &om  the 

•  That  the  Editat  huth  not  ban  nndoRStcd  the  i^tUm*  he 
nnrivtd  timo  hii  fiimd,  will  ippesr  from  Hr.  ShenHone'i  own 
letter  to  the  Bct.  Hr.  Gnm,  dated  Huth  l«t,  1761.  8«e  hu 
WnAt,  tdL  ilL  letter  dil.  It  I*  doablltv  a  great  Iom  to  thk  work, 
that  Hr.  Sbenatoue  nsnt  law  mora  than  aboiit  a  third  of  one  of 
theM  Telumei,  at  prepared  for  the  preae. 

*  Who  informed  the  Edttor  that  thi)  HS.  had  been  poidiiwd  in 
a  libnrj  of  old  hooka,  which  wai  thought  to  hare  helonged  to  Tho- 
nu  Blannt,  aathor  of  the  i/EMHJor  7a»n«,  1E79,  4to.,  and  of  maa^ 
other  pnhlicallanB  enomoated  in  Wood'i  Athens.  U.  73 ;  the  wlitat 
at  which  ii  TieAfii^  utaio^  Dtata,  1846,  4to.,  wherein  be  ii 
diaaibed  to  be"of  the  Inner  Temple."  If  the  eallection  wii  made 
hf  tUt  lawyer,  (who  alio  pnbtUied  the  Lav  DMrnerg,  1S71, 
fcBo,)  it  ahoald  nmh,  fiom  the  trttm  and  defects  with  vluch  the 
MS.  aboanda,  that  he  had  emplojed  bb  clerk  in  writing  the  tiana- 
oi^ili,  1^  «ras  oSra  wnr;  ef  hii  ta^ 
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Rev.  Mr.  Hutchinson,  of  Kimbolton.  Mr.  Warton, 
who  has  twice  done  so  much  honour  to  the  Poetry 
Professor's  chair  at  Oxford,  and  Mr.  Hest,  of  Wor- 
cestei  College,  contributed  some  curious  pieces  from 
the  Oxford  libraries.  Two  ingenious  and  learned 
friends  at  Cambridge  deserve  the  Editor's  warmest 
acknowledi^ents :  to  Mr.  Blakeway,  late  fellow  of 
Magdalen  College,  he  ones  all  the  assistance  received 
from  the  Pepyaian  library  :  and  Mr.  Farmer,  Fellow 
of  Emanuel,  oflen  exerted,  in  &tout  of  thjs  little 
work,  that  extdisive  knowledge  of  ancient  English 
literature,  for  which  he  is  so  distinguished',     Many 

'  To  ihe  Mine  leirned  and  ingeuion*  friend,  tiscc  Muter  of 
Emanuel  College,  the  Editor  ii  obliged  for  manf  coirectione  and 
ImproTementa  in  tail  Mcond  ud  tubuqiienC  editioni ;  u  iIki  to 
the  Hev,  Hr.  Bonle,  of  Idmiitone,  neu  Saliabuir,  editor  of  the 
curiout  edition  of  Don  Quixnle,  with  AnDoUtiont,  in  Spiniih,  in  6 
Tob.  4to. ;  to  the  Rer.  Mr.  Cole,  formerly  of  Blecheley,  near 
Fenny-StrUford,  Bncka ;  to  Ute  Rev.  Mr.  Lunbe,  of  Norebu,  Id 
Nonhnmberluid,  (author  of  a  learned  Hitory  ofCiai,  1764,  Svo., 
and  editor  of  a  curiout  Poem  on  the  Battle  ofFlodden  Fidd,  with 
learned  nolea,  1774,  8to.);  and  to  O.  PMod,  Eaq.,  of  Edinbuigh. 
He  is  paitkulirly  indebted  to  two  fiieiida,  to  whom  the  pablic,  ■• 
veil  aa  himeelf,  are  under  the  greateit  ohHgationa ;  to  the  Honour- 
able Daiuea  Berrington,  for  hi>  Teiy  learned  and  curiout  Oittrm- 
tiimt  OK  Ae  Statuiei,  Ito. :  and  to  Tbomai  Tyrwhitt,  E«i.,  iihose 
mott  correct  and  elegant  edition  of  Chaucer'i  CaideTiBrg  Tola,  5 
toIl  &T0-,  it  a  Btendard  hoolc,  and  tluiwa  hov  an  ancient  Hngiigh 
i-lanic  ihould  be  publithed.  The  EdiUii  wu  alto  favoured  with 
many  valuable  rcmarki  and  correotiont  from  Uie  Rev.  Geo.  Athh;r, 
late  Fellow  of  Bt.  Jobn't  College,  in  Cunbridge,  which  an  not 
fiarticnlarly  pointed  out,  becante  they  occur  to  ofren.  He  waa  no 
lew  obliged  to  Thomas  Boiler,  Etq.  F.A.8.,  agent  to  the  Dnlie  of 
NDrthumberland,  and  Clerk  of  the  Pe«e  fbr  the  county  of  Middle- 
MU  {  wboH  eitcntive  knowledge  of  andent  writingB,  recordi,  and 
hiMoty  hubeen  of  great  ni«  to  the  EiUtor  in  hit  attempt!  to  iliiie- 
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extracts  jrom  ancient  MSS,  in  die  British  Museum, 
and  other  repoaitories,  were  owing  to  the  kind  ser- 
vices of  Thomas  Astle,  Esq.,  to  whom  the  public  ii 
indebted  for  the  curious  Pre&ce  and  Index  annexed 
to  the  Harleian  Catalt^ue'.  The  worthy  librarian 
of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  Mt.  Noma,  deserved 
acknowledgment  for  the  obliging  manner  in  which  he 
gave  the  Editor  access  to  the  volumes  under  his 
care.  In  Mr.  Garrick's  curious  collection  of  old 
Plays  are  many  scarce  pieces  of  ancient  poetry, 
with  the  free  use  of  which  he  indulged  the  Editor  in 
the  politest  maimer.  To  the  Rev,  Dr.  Birch  he  is 
indebted  for  the  use  of  several  ancient  and  valuable 
tracts.  To  the  firiendship  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  he 
owes  many  valuable  hints  for  die  conduct  of  the 
work.  And,  if  the  glossaries  ere  more  exact  and 
curious  than  might  be  expected  in  so  slight  a  publi- 
cation,  it  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  supervisal  of  a 
friend,  who  stands  at  this  time  the  first  in  the  world 
for  northern  Uterature,  and  whose  learning  is  better 
known  and  respected  in  foreign  nations  than  in  his 
own  country.  It  is  perhaps  needless  to  name  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Lye,  editor  of  Junius's  Etytmlogiettm,  and 
of  the  Gothic  Gospels. 

lemukt  wereptodmd  bf  BuhimI  Pegge,  Eiq.,  uitlior  of  tliat  curioat 
wwk  tbe  Cm-iaiia,  ita.;  bat  (hia  in^mulDii  «u  too  (u  advaaced 
U  proflC  b;  them  all ;  wfaich  hath  alio  been  the  cau  vitb  a  mriet  of 
iHumed  md  ii^nioni  annotatioiu  iaHn«d  in  die  GtiUleinaH'i 
JWiya»M  for  Auguit,  1793 ;  Apnl,  JuDe,  Jglf,  and  October,  1794; 
and  wliicb,  il  ii  hoped,  will  be  continued. 
*  Sinx  Keeper  of  the  Recorda  in  the  Tover. 
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The  names  of  RO  many  men  of  learning  and  cha- 
racter the  Editor  hopes  will  serve  as  an  amulet,  to 
guard  him  from  every  uniavourable  censure  for 
having  bestowed  any  attention  on  a  paicel  of  Old 
Ballads.  It  was  at  the  request  of  many  of  these 
gentlemen,  and  of  others  eminent  for  their  genius  and 
taste,  that  this  little  work  was  undertaken.  To  pre- 
pare it  fiiT  the  press  has  been  the  amusement  of  now 
and  then  a  vacant  hour  amid  the  leisure  and  retire- 
ment of  rural  life,  and  hath  only  served  as  a  relaxa- 
tion from  graver  studies.  It  has  been  taken  up  at 
different  times,  and  often  thrown  aside  for  many 
months,  durii^  an  interval  of  four  or  five  years. 
This  has  occasioned  some  inconsistencies  and  repeti- 
tions, which  the  candid  reader  will  pardon.  As  great 
care  has  been  taken  to  admit  nothing  immoral  and 
indecent,  the  Editor  hopes  he  need  not  be  ashamed 
of  having  bestowed  some  of  his  idle  hours  on  the 
ancient  literature  of  our  own  country,  or  in  rescuing 
from  oblivion  some  pieces  (thou^  but  the  amuse-  ■ 
mencs  of  our  ancestors)  which  tend  to  place  in  a 
striking  light  their  taste,  genius,  sentiments,  or  man- 
ners. 

•»•  Except  in  one  paragraph,  aqd  in  the  notes 
subjoined,  this  preface  is  given  with  little  variation 
firom  the  first  edition  it 
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THE  ANCIENT  MINSTRELS  IN  ENGLAND. 


I.  The  MiNSTBSLH  (a)  were  an  order  or  ineii  ia  the 
middle  ages,  who  subsisted  by  the  arts  of  poetry  and 
music,  and  sang  to  the  harp  verses  composed  bj  tbem- 
seWes,  or  othen '.  They  also  appear  to  have  accompanied 
their  songs  with  mimickry  and  actioQ ;  and  to  have  prac- 
tised such  various  means  of  diverting  as  frere  much 
admired  in  those  rude  times,  and  supplied  the  want  of 
more  refined  entertunment  (a).  These  arts  reodered 
them  extremely  popular  and  acceptable  in  this  and  all  the 
□e^hbonring  countries  ;  where  no  high  srane  of  festivity 
was  esteemed  complete  that  was  not  set  oB'  with  the 
(oerciae  of  their  talents  ;  and  where,  so  long  as  the  spirit 
of  chivalry  sabusted,  they  were  protected  and  caressed, 
because  their  songs  tended  to  do  honour  to  the  rulii^ 
passion  of  tite  times,  and  to  encourage  and  foment  a 
martial  spirit. 

(a)  Tha  luga  notet  snd  illiutntioDi  Tifemd  to  b;  the  letten 
(^^(b)  &c.  are  Uicdwd  together  tothf  end  of  ibiiEwtf. 

I  Weddsd  to  no  bTpotheil*,  the  Author  hkth  raidilj  corrected 
Wf  mlitikM  which  h»ve  beta  proved  to  be  in  thia  Emj;  wd  con- 
tidering  the  novellj  of  the  luhject,  and  the  time,  and  place,  when 

Bod  when  he  fint  tocdi  it  up,  mMi;  tuch  bad  been  eicuuble 

.That  tba  term  tnkWnJ  ma  not  confined,  aa  aome  contend,  to  a 
'moe  nwneiM,  in  tli>  countrj,  snj  mere  than  on  the  CaatineDt, 
will  hfl  conaldcred  more  fully  in  the  laat  note  (e  o)  at  the  end  of 
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XXVI  AH   ESSAY   OK 

Tbe  Minstrels  seem  to  have  been  the  gsDuioe  succet- 
ton  of  the  ancieot  Bards  (c),  irho,  under  different  names, 
were  admired  sod  revered,  from  the  earliest  ages,  among 
tbe  people  of  Gaul,  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  North ;  and 
indeed  by  almost  all  the  first  inhabitants  of  Europe, 
whether  of  Celtic  or  Gothic  race' ;  but  by  none  more 
than  by  our  own  Teutcmic  ancestors',  particularly  by  all 
the  Danish  tribes*.  Among  these  they  were  distin- 
guished by  the  name  of  Scalds,  a  word  which  denotes 
"  smoothers  and  polishers  of  language'."  The  origin  of 
their  art  was  attributed  to  Odin  or  Woden,  the  bther  uf 
their  gods,  and  the  professors  of  it  were  held  in  the 
highest  estimatioD.  Their  skill  was  considered  as  some- 
thing divine ;  their  persons  were  deemed  sacred  ;  their 
attendance  was  solicited  by  kings  i  and  they  were  every 
where  loaded  with  honours  and  rewards.  In  ^hort,  Poets 
and  their  *rt  were  held  among  them  in  that  rude  admi- 
ration, which  is  ever  shown  by  an  ignorant  people  to 
such  as  excel  them  in  intellectual  accomplishments. 

As  these  honours  were  ptud  to  Poetry  and  Song,  from 
tbe  earliest  times,  in  those  countries  which  our  Anglo- 
Saxon  ancestors  inhabited  before  their  removal  into 
Britain,  we  may  reasonably  conclude,  that  tbey  would 
not  lay  aside  all  their  regard  for  men  of  this  sort  imme- 
mediately  on  quitting  their  Gennon  forests.  At  least,  so 
long  as  they  retained  their  ancient  manners  and  opinions, 
they  would  still  hold  them  in  high  estimation,  fiut  as 
the  Saxons,  soon  after  tlteir  establishment  in  this  island, 

'  Vide  Pellantisr  Hist,  dsa  Celw,  torn.  1, 1.  3,  c.  6,  10. 

I  Tuit.  ds  Moc.  Ckmi.  op.  2. 

•  '^ds  Bsnhalin.  De  Cuuis  coatempUi  ■  Dull  Hortii,  lib.  L  cap. 
10. — Wmnij  Lilmtiin  Runic  ad  finRn.— See  slto  "Norlfaem 
Anliquitiet,  or  a  Doeriplioi)  of  the  Miuiuin,  CDitomi,  Ac,  of  the 
aodeat  Dues  and  other  Nortbeni  MMioui:  irom  the  French  of 
H.Mb1I>L"  Loadon,piintedf(irT.Ctmui,  1770.  2t<i1i.8To. 
'    >  TorM  PnafSI.  ad  Oresd.  Hiat—Pref.  to  "  Pm  Pieces  of  Runic 
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THE   ANCISKT   MINSTRELS.  XXVll 

were  converted  to  Chriitianity,  in  proportioD  u  literature 
pravtiled  among  then,  this  rude  admiration  would  begin 
to  abato,  and  poetry  would  be  no  longer  a  peculiar  pro- 
fessioQ.    Thus  the  Poit  and  the  Minitmsl  early  vith  ns 

became  two  persona  (d).  Poetry  waa  cultivated  by  men 
of  letters  indiscriminately  ;  sad  many  of  the  mo«t  popnlar 
riiyniea  were  composed  amidst  the  leisure  and  retirement 
of  moaaateries.  But  the  minstrels  continued  a  distinct 
order  of  men  for  many  ages  after  the  Norman  conquest, 
and  got  'heir  livelihood  by  singing  verses  to  Ibe  harp  at 
the  houses  of  the  great  (i).  There  they  were  still  hos- 
pitably and  respectfully  received,  and  retained  many  of 
the  honours  shown  to  their  predecessors,  the  Bards  and 
Scalds  (f).  And  though,  as  their  art  declined,  many  of 
them  only  recited  the  compositions  of  othen,  some  of 
them  still  composed  songs  themselves,  and  all  of  them 
could  probably  invent  a  few  stanzas  on  occas&n.  I  have 
no  doubt  bat  most  of  the  old  heroic  ballads  in  this'  col- 
leclioD  were  composed  by  this  order  of  men ;  for,  although 
some  of  the  larger  metrical  romances  might  come  from 
the  pen  of  the  monks  or  others,  yet  the  smaller  narratives 
were  probably  composed  by  the  minstrels  who  sang  them. 
From  the  amwing  variations  which  occor  in  different 
copies  of  the  old  pieces,  it  is  evident  they  made  no  scruple 
to  alter  each  other's  productions  ;  and  the  redter  added 
or  omitted  whole  staniss  according  to  his  own  fancy  or 


In  the  early  ages,  as  was  hinted  above,  the  profest 
of  oral  itinerant  Poet  was  held  in  the  uto 
among  all  the  Danish  tribes ;  and  therefore  we  might 
have  concluded,  that  it  was  not  unknown  or  nnreapected 
among  their  Saxon  brethren  in  Britain,  even  if  history 
bad  tieen  altogether  silent  on  this  subject.  The  original 
country  of  our  Anglo-Saxon  ancestors  is  well  known  to 
have  lun  cliiefiy  in  the  CImbric  Chersonese,  in  the  tracts 
of  land  since  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Jutland,  An- 
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gelen,BD<lHatiteiii*.  lie  Juteawid  Ai^egiapanJeulsr. 
who  composed  two>thirdi  or  th»  conqueron  of  Britun, 
vere  a  Duiish  people,  and  their  countr;  U  this  dsj 
belong!  to  the  crown  of  Denmark' i  so  diat  when  the 
Danes  ag»n  iDfetted  England,  three  or  four  hundred 
yean  liW,  they  made  war  on  the  descendants  of  their 
own  anccBton'.  From  this  near  affinity  we  might  eipect 
to  diBco*er  a  strong  retemblance  between  both  natioos  in 
their  customs,  manners,  and  sTen  language  i  and,  in  fact, 
we  find  then)  to  diSar  no  more  than  voald  natnnlly 
happen  between  a  parent  country  and  ita  own  colonies, 
that  had  been  scTered  in  a  rude  uncivilized  state,  and 
had  dropt  all  intercourse  for  three  or  four  centuries  i 
especially  if  we  reflect  ttiat  the  colony  here  settled  had 
adopted  a  new  religion,  eitremely  opposite  in  all  respects 
to  the  andent  Paganiam  of  the  mother-country ;  aod  that 
even  at  first,  along  with  the  original  Angii,  had  been 
incorporated  a  lai^  mixture  of  Saxons  from  the  neigh- 
bouring parte  of  Germany ;  and  afterwards,  among  the 
Danish  invaders,  had  come  vast  multitudes  of  adventuren 
firim  the  more  northern  parts  of  Scandinam.  But  all 
thes«  were  only  diffisrent  tribes  of  the  tamo  common 
Teutonic  Btocli,  and  apoke  only  different  dialecta  of  the 
same  Gothic  language*. 

Fronj  this  sameness  of  original  and  umilarity  of  man- 
ners  we  m^ht  justly  hsve  wondered,  if  a  character,  w 
digufied  and  distingiushed  among  the  aodent  Danei  as 

>  Tide  Chronic  Sunn.  1  OibWD,  pp.  12,  IS,  iin.—Bti.  Hiil. 
Ecclea.  I  Smilh,  lib.  1.  c  iv.— ■'  EddHze  [Rcgio  utiq.  Suosaml 
In  ceiTJcc  Cirahrica  Ciienoaesl,  Holsstlnn  proprie  dictum,  IKlh- 
■""■''■"  1  awnmiriinil,  «t  Wigiiun,  complcctsiu.''  Annnt,  in  Bed. 
i  Bnilii,  p.  fi2.    Et  vids  Cundmi  Brilu. 

'  "  An^i*  TMu,  hodie  etiun  Anglen,  lita  cat  inter  Suames  «t 

Oiotet  [JdIos],  bibou  optddam  e^iJialc Slggnrick."    Elbel- 

wud.  Ub.  L 

•  Sm  NoTtlHini  AnttqnftiH,  Ac.  vol.  i.  pp.7,S,  1S£, 269,360, 261. 

'  lUd.  Praboe,  p.  xnl 
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tbe  Scdd  or  Bwd,  bMl  been  toUliy  unknown  w  unr^ 
ganled  in  this  aiiler  uatiou.  And  indeed  this  ifgument 
a  10  Btrong,  tnd,  at  the  «Bme  time,  tike  etrlj  innsb  of  the 
Anglo-Saxoni  txa  so  scuktf  ud  deiective  (e),  that  no 
otyectioUB  from  thw  silmce  could  be  suffit^ent  to  OTei> 
throw  iL  For  if  these  populsr  bwdt  were  coafeasedlj 
revered  and  admired  m  those  verj  conntriea  which  tbe 
Anglo-Saxons  inhabited  before  their  removal  into  Britain, 
and  if  they  were  afterwards  common  and  numerooi  among 
tiie  other  descendants  of  the  same  Teutonic  aIlce>tor^ 
can  we  do  otherwise  tbin  conclude,  ^t  men  of  this 
order  accompanied  such  tiibes  aa  migrated  hitiwr ;  that 
they  afterwards  subsisted  here,  though  perhaps  with  leas 
splendour  than  in  the  North ;  and  that  tttere  never  was 
wanting  a  succession  of  them  to  hand  down  tbe  art, 
though  some  particular  cotyunctures  maj'  have  rendered 
it  more  respectable  at  one  time  than  another  ?  And  tbia 
was  evident);  tbe  case.  For  though  much  greater  honoon 
seem  to  have  been  heaped  npon  the  northern  Scalds,  in 
whom  the  characters  of  historian,  genealogist,  poet,  and 
mnucian,  were  all  united,  thau  appear  to  have  been  pmd 
to  the  Minstrels  and  Harpers  (n)  of  the  Anglo-Saxons, 
whose  tslents  were  chiefijr  calculated  to  entertain  and 
divert ,'  while  the  Scalds  professed  to  inform  and  instruct, 
and  were  at  once  the  moralists  and  theologues  of  their 
Pagan  countrymen  ;  yet  the  Anglo-Saxon  Minatrela  con- 
tinued to  possess  no  small  portion  of  public  &Tour ;  and 
the  arts  they  professed  were  so  extremely  acceptable  to 
our  ancestors,  that  the  word  Glee,  nhich  peculiarly  d»- 
noted  their  art,  continues  still  in  our  own  language  to  be  of 
all  others  the  moat  expressive  of  that  popular  purth  and 
jollity,  that  strong  sensation  of  delight,  which  is  felt  by 
unpolished  and  simple  minds  (i). 

II.  Having  premised  these  general  coauderations,  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  collect  from  history  such  particular 
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ioddeuU  as  occur  on  this  subject ;  and,  whether  the  bets 
themselves  ftre  true  or  not,  they  are  related  bj-  anthon 
who  lived  too  near  the  Saion  times,  and  had  before  them 
too  many  recent  monuments  of  the  Aoglo^Sazon  nation, 
not  to  know  what  was  conformable  to  the  genius  and 
manners  of  that  people ;  and  theretbre  we  may  presume, 
that  their  reUtiona  prove  at  least  the  existence  of  the  . 
customs  and  habits  they  attribute  to  our  forefathers  before 
the  Conquest,  whatever  becomes  of  the  particnlar  ind- 
dents  and  events  themselves.  If  this  be  admitted,  we  shdl 
not  want  Boffident  proo&  to  show  that  Minstrelsy  and 
Song  were  not  extinct  among  the  Anglo-Saxons  ;  and 
that  the  professor  of  them  here,  if  not  quite  so  respect- 
able a  personage  as  the  Danisli  Scald,  was  ;et  highly 
favoured  and  protected,  and  continued  still  to  enjoy  con- 
siderable privileges. 

Even  so  early  as  the  first  invasion  of  firitdn  by  the 
Saxons,  an  incident  is  recorded  to  have  happened,  which, 
if  true,  shows  that  the  Minstrel  or  Bard  was  not  unknown 
among  this  people  ;  and  that  their  princes  themselves 
could,  upon  occasion,  assume  that  chwacter.  Colgrin, 
son  of  that  Ella  who  was  elected  king  or  leader  of  the 
Saxons  in  the  room  of  Hengist',  was  shut  up  in  York, 
and  closely  besieged  by  Anhur  and  his  Britons.  Bal- 
dulpb,  brother  of  Colgtin,  wanted  to  gain  access  to  bim, 
and  to  apprize  him  of  a  reinforcement  which  was  coining 
from  Germany.  He  had  no  other  way  to  accomplish  bu 
design,  but  to  assume  the  character  of  a  Minstrel.  He 
therefore  shaved  his  head  and  beard,  and,  dressing  him- 
self in  the  habit  of  that  protesuon,  took  his  liarp  in  hb 
hand.  In  this  disgnise  he  walked  up  and  down  the 
trenches  without  suapidon,  playing  all  the  while  upon 
bia  instrument  as  a  Harper.    By  little  and  little  he  ad- 
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Ttmcad  aeu  to  the  walls  of  the  citj,  ind  nuking  bimMlf 
known  to  the  wntinelii,  was  in  the  night  dmm  np  by 

'  Although  the  above  fact  cornea  only  iroro  the  intpU 
cious  pen  of  Oeo&jr  of  Monmouth  (i),  the  judicious 
reader  will  not  too  hudly  r^ect  it  j  because,  if  inch  a 
bet  really  hi^^pened.it  could  oniybekDom)  to  ua through 
the  medium  of  the  British  writera :  for  the  fint  Skion*, 
a  martial  bnt  unlettered  people,  hod  no  bistoriaos  of  their 
own  i  and  GeiySrj,  vith  alt  bia  fiiblea,  is  allowed  to  have 
recorded  many  true  erenla,  that  hare  eecaped  other 
aunaliata. 

We  do  not  however  want  inttancea  of  a  less  fahuloos 
era,  and  more  iudubitable  authority :  for  later  hiatory 
affcwds  iw  two  remarkable  facts  (i.),  which  1  think  clearly 
show  that  the  same  arts  of  poetry  and  toi^,  which  were 
so  much  admired  among  the  Danes,  were  by  no  meant 
unknown  or  neglected  in  this  sister  nation ;  and  that  the 
privileges  and  bononra  which  were  so  lavishly  beatowed 
Upon  the  northern  Scalda,  were  not  wholly  withheld  from 
the  Anglo-Saxon  Minstrela. 

Onr  great  Ring  Alfred,  who  is  expressly  sdd  to  have 
eicelled  in  music',  being  desirous  to  learn  the  true  situ- 
ation of  the  Danish  army,  which  had  invaded  his  realm, 
assumed  the  dreaa  and  character  of  a  minstrel  (■) ;  when, 
taking  his  harp,  and  one  of  the  most  trasfy  of  his  friends 
disguised  as  a  servant',  (for  in  the  early  times  it  was  not 
unusual  for  a  minstrel  to  have  a  servant  to  carry  his  harp,) 
he  went  with  the  utmost  security  into  the  Danish  camp : 
and,  though  he  could  not  but  be  known  to  be  a  Saxon  by 
his  dialect,  the  character  he  had  assumed  procured  him  a 
hospitable  reception.  He  was  admitted  to  entertidu  the 
king  at  table,  and  stayed  among  them  long  enough  to  con- 

*  Br  BdB  Bod  Spehotn.    ae«niXe(H).  >  Ibid. 
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trire  that  asaMilt  which  afterwanli  deatroyed  them.  Tbii 
wBB  in  the  year  S78. 

About  latj  Joan  after  *,  a  Danbb  king  made  nw  of 
the  tame  di^fuiie  to  explore  the  camp  of  our  king 
Athektan.  Whh  hia  haip  in  hia  hand,  and  dresaed  like 
a  minalrel  (n),  Aulaff*,  kjog  of  the  Danea,  went  among 
the  Saxon  tents ;  and,  taluug  hia  stand  Dear  the  king's 
paTJUoa,  began  to  play,  and  wa»  immediately  admitted. 
There  he  entertained  Athelttan  and  his  lords  with  hU 
nnging  and  hia  muaic,  and  wai  at  length  dbmissed  with 
an  honourable  reward,  thoi^;h  hia  songs  muat  have  dia- 
covered  him  to  have  been  a  Dane  (o).  Athelstan  was 
saved  from  tbe  eonaequencea  of  this  atratagem  b;  a 
aoldier,  who  had  obaerred  Aulaff  bury  tbe  money  which 
had  been  giyea  him,  either  from  some  scruple  of  bonour, 
or  motive  of  Miperttition.     This  occasioned  a  discovery. 

Now  if  tbe  Saiona  had  not  been  accustomed  to  have 
minstrels  of  their  own,  Alfred's  assuming  so  new  and  on- 
uanal  a  character  would  have  excited  Buspicions  among 
the  Danes.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  had  not  been  cu»- 
tomarjr  with  the  Saxons  to  show  favour  and  respect  to 
the  Danish  Scalda,  Aulaff  would  not  have  ventured  him- 
self  among  them,  espedtdlf  on  the  eve  of  a  battle  (r). 
Prom  the  uniform  procedure,  then,  of  both  these  kings 
we  may  StiAj  conclude  that  the  same  mode  of  entert^n- 
ment  prevailed  among  both  people,  and  that  the  Minstrel 
was  a  privileged  character  sith  each. 

But,  if  these  facts  had  never  existed,  it  can  be  proved 

>  Anno  9S8.    Vide  Ra^,  ftc. 

1  So  I  think  tha  nuns  ^anld  be  priated,  rather  thm  AniiS;  the 
moio  naual  form,  (the  ■une  true*  of  ths  letten  upnu  both  nsmee 
Is  MS.)  AuUff  being  eililent!}  the  genoina  oarthem  nune  Oliff. 
or  OUfe,  Lst.  OUna.  In  the  old  Roratoce  of  Hom-Clalde,  (ice 
Tol.  iii.  jMge  35,)  the  nime  of  the  king  his  ftther  !■  AKoC,  which  ii 
erldentl;  OUiS,  with  ihe  nveli  oolf  tnntpoaed. 
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from  undoubted  recwds,  tb«t  the  Wmtrel  wu  a  regular 
and  stated  cAeer  in  the  court  of  our  Anglo-Saxon  Icingi : 
for  in  DoneBdaj-book,  Jocuiator  B^U,  the  Klof'i  Wo' 
strel  is  «spTwAj  mentioned  in  Gloocestenbira ;  in  which 
oonnty  it  shonld  seem  that  he  had  lands  anigned  him  Ibr 

III.  We  have  now  brought  the  inqoirj  down  to  the 
Norman  conquest ;  and  as  the  Nonnant  had  been  a  late 
colony  from  Norwa;  and  Deomai'lc,  where  the  Scalds  bad 
arrived  to  the  highest  pitch  of  credit  before  Hollo's  expe- 
dition into  Prance,  we  cannot  doubt  but  thii  adventurer, 
like  the  other  northern  princes,  bad  many  of  these  men  in 
his  train,  who  settled  with  him  in  his  new  duchj  of  Noi^ 
DUindj,  and  left  behind  them  successors  iu  their  art :  lo 
that,  when  his  descendant,  William  the  Bastard,  invaded 
this  kingdom  in  the  following  century',  that  mode  of 
entertainment  conld  not  but  be  still  familiar  with  the 
Normans.  And  that  this  is  not  mere  conjecture  will  ap- 
pear from  a  reniBrkable  &ct,  which  shows  that  the  arts  of 
Poetry  and  Song  were  etill  as  reputable  among  the  Nor- 
mans in  France,  as  they  had  been  amoi^  th^  ancestors 
in  the  north ;  and  that  tbe  profesaioo  of  Minstrel,  like 
that  of  Scald,  w^  still  aspired  to  by  the  most  gallant 
soldiers.  In  Wiliiam's  army  was  a  valiant  warrior,  named 
Taillefer,  who 'Was  distingoished  no  less  for  the  minstrel- 
arts  (a),  than  for  hit  courage  and  intrepidity.  This  man 
asked  leave  of  his  commander  to  b^n  the  onset,  and 
obtuned  it.  Ha  accordingly  advanced  before  the  army, 
and  with  a  loud  voice  animated^  his  countrymen  with 
EongB  in  pruae  of  Charlemt^e  and  Roland,  and  other 
heroes  of  France ;  then  mshing  among  the  thickest  of 
the  English,  and  valiantly  fighting,  lost  his  life. 

«  RoUo  vai  invetttd  in  bii  new  ducbj  of  Nonundjr  A.ti.  S12. 
WlUiun  inttdcd  EagUnd  a.  n.  106G. 

VOL.  1.  C 
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Indeed,  tbe  NomaDa  were  lo  early  dutiii;r">*'>Bd  f<"' 
their  minitrei-tftlenta,  that  an  eminent  French  writer  (a) 
DMkM  DO  tcruple  to  refer  to  them  the  origin  of  all  modem 
poatr  J,  sad  ihowi  that  they  were  celebr&ted  for  their  songa 
near  &  ceoturf  before  the  TroubadouTS  of  Praveoce,  who 
are  supposed  to  have  led  tbe  way  to  the  poett  of  Italy, 
France,  and  Spain'. 

We  see,  then,  that  the  Norman  conquest  waa  rather likelr 
to  iavour  the  eBtabliahment  of  the  inimtrel  profesaion  in 
thb  luugdom,  than  to  nippreaa  it  i  and  although  the  favour 
of  tbe  Nonnao  conquerora  would  be  probably  confined  to 
auch  of  their  own  couDtryinen  a»  excelled  b  the  minatrel 
arta ;  and  ia  the  firat  ^ea  after  the  Conqueat  no  other 
aoD^  would  be  liatened  to  by  the  great  nolnlity,  but  such 
aa  were  composed  iu  iheir  own  Nomaa  French ;  yet  as 
the  great  maaa  of  the  original  inhabitants  were  not  eitii^ 
pated,  these  could  only  underatand  their  own  natiie  Glee- 
men  or  Minatrela,  who  muat  still  be  allowed  to  eiiat,  uo- 
leas  it  ran  be  proved  that,  tbey  were  all  proscribed  and 
masMcred,  as,  it  is  aaid,  the  Welsh  Bards  were  afterwards 
b;  the  severe  policy  of  King  Edward  L  But  this  we  know 
was  not  the  case  ;  and  even  tbe  cruel  attempts  of  that 
monarch,  as  we  ahall  we  below,  proved  ineffectual  (s  3). 

The  hoDOura  ahowu  to  the  Norman  or.French  Minstrels 
by  our  princes  and  great  barons,  trould  naturally  have 
been  imitated  by  their  English  vassals  and  tenants,  even 
if  no  favour  or  distinction  bad  ever  been  shown  here  to  the 
same  order  of  men  in  the  Anglo-Saion  and  Danish  rei^na. 
So  that  we  cannot  doubt  but  the  English  Harper  and  Song- 
ster would,  at  least  in  a  aubordinatc  degree,  enjoy  the 
same  kindofhonoura,and  be  received  with  similar  respect, 
among  the  inferior  Engliah  gentry  and  populace.     I  must 

1  Tide  Hist.  de>  Traub^oun.  3loin.  puiim  ;  md  vide  Fa)il«ui 
ou  Coatu  6a  XII.  cl  du  XIII.  Si^le,  tndniti,  &e.  tvec  da  Noiea 
hiMoriquHeteritique>,&c.  imtH.  LaQnnd.  Furli,  1761.  Slam. 
12ina. 
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be  allowed,  therefore,  to  comider  tbem  u  belonpng  to  the 
mae  commuiutf,  at  subordioate  members  at  leait  of  the 
same  collie  ;  and  therefore,  in  gleaning  the  scant;  mate~ 
rials  for  this  alight  hiatory,  I  etull  collect  whatever  inci- 
dents I  can  find  relatiog  to  minstrels  and  their  art,  and 
arrange  them,  as  the;  occur  in  our  own  annals,  without 
diatinction ;  aa  it  will  not  be  alwajs  easj  to  ascertsin,  from 
the  slight  mention  of  tliem  by  our  regrular  historians,  whe- 
ther the  artists  were  Normiiu  or  English.  Foritneednot 
be  remarked,  that  subjects  of  this  trivial  nature  are  but 
incidentall;  mentioned  bj  our  ancient  annalists,  and  were 
fastidioDsly  rejected  by  other  grave  and  serions  writers ; 
so  that,  unless  the;  were  accidentall;  connected  with  such 
events  as  became  recorded  in  history,  they  would  pasa  un- 
noticed through  the  lapse  of  ages,  and  be  as  unkDOwn  to 
posterity  a*  other  topica  relating  to  the  priiato  life  and 
amusements  of  the  greatest  nations. 

On  thtaaccount  it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  we  should 
be  able  to  produce  regular  and  unbroLeo  annaU  of  the 
minatrel  art  utd  its  profeaaora,  or  have  sufficient  informa- 
tiaa  whether  eTery  minstrel  or  harper  compoaed  himself, 
or  only  repealed,  the  songs  he  chanted.  Some  probably 
did  tbe  one,  and  aome  the  other :  and  it  would  have  been 
wonderiijl  indeed,  if  men  whose  peculiar  profession  it  was, 
and  who  devoted  their  time  and  talents  to  entertain  their 
bearers  with  poetical  compositions,  were  peculiarly  depri- 
ved of  d!  poetical  genios  themselves,  and  had  been  under 
a  phyucal  incapacity  of  composing  those  common  popular 
rhymes  which  were  the  usual  subjects  of  their  recitation. 
Whoever  examines  any  coosidenble  quantity  of  these,  finds 
them  in  style  and  colouring  as  different  from  tbe  elaborate 
production  of  the  sedentary  coropoaer  at  his  desk  or  in  his 
C^Q,  as  (he  rambling  harper  or  minstrel  was  remote  in  hit 
■node*  of  life  and  habits  of  thinldng  from  the  retired  acho- 
lar  or  the  solitary  monk  (t). 

It  is  well  known  that  on  the  Continent,  whence  our  Nor- 
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man  nobles  came,  the  bard  who  composed,  the  harper  who 
played  and  sang,  and  even  the  dancer  and  the  miniic, 
were  all  considered  aa  of  one  commumt]',  and  were  even 
all  included  under  the  common  name  of  Miuatrels'.  I 
must  therefore  be  allowed  the  same  application  of  the  term 
here,  without  being  expected  to  prove  that  ever;  tunger 
composed,  or  everf  composer  chanted,  hii  own  song; 
much  less  that  everv  one  excelled  in  all  the  arts  which 
were  occasionally  exercised  by  »ome  or  other  of  this  frai- 
temitj. 

IV.  After  the  Norman  conquest,  the  first  occurrence 
which  I  have  met  with  relating  to  this  order  of  men  is  the 
founding  of  a  priorj  and  hospital  by  one  of  them  :  sell,  the 
Priory  and  Hospital  of  St.  Bartholomew,  in  Smithfield, 
London,  by  Royer  or  Raherus,  the  King's  Minstrel,  in  the 
third  year  oF  King  Hpnry  I.,  a.d.  1 102.  He  was  the  lirst 
Prior  of  bis  own  establishment,  and  presided  over  it  to  the 
time  of  his  death  (t  2). 

In  the  reign  of  King  Jlenry  IL.  we  have  upon  record 
the  name  of  Galfrid,  or  JeSrey,  a:harper,  who  in  1180 
received  a  corrody,  or  annuity,  from  the  abbey  of  Hide, 
near  Winchester ;  and,  as  in  the  early  limes  every  harper 
was  expected  to  sing,  we  cannot  doubt  but  this  reward 
was  given  to  him  for  his  music  and  his  songs  ;  which,  if 
they  were  for  the  solace  of  the  monks  there,  we  may  con- 
clude would  be  in  the  Ei^lish  language  (n). 

Under  his  romantic  son,  Ring  Richard  I.,  the  minstrel 
profession  seems  to  have  acquired  additional  splendour. 
Richard,  who  was  the  great  hero  of  chivalry,  waa  also  ttia 
distinguished  patron  of  poets  and  minstrels.  He  was 
himself  of  their  number,  and  some  of  his  poems  are  still 
extant'.     They  were  no  lees  patroniied  by  his  fiiTouiitet 
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and  cbief  officen.  Hu  Chancellor,  WilUam  Biihop  of  Ely, 
ii  eipresily  mentioned  to  have  inTited  ungen  and  nin- 
•trela  from  France,  whom  he  loaded  with  rewardi ;  and 
they  in  return  celebrated  him  at  the  moat  accomplishod 
penoQ  in  the  -world  (o  S).  This  high  distinction  and 
regard,  althoo^  confined  periinps  in  the  first  instance  to 
poets  and  wi^aten  of  the  French  nation,  must  haTs  had 
a  tendency  to  do  honour  to  poetry  and  song  among  all 
his  aubjectB,  and  to  encourage  the  culliTation  of  these 
arts  among  the  natives  ;  as  the  indulgent  favour  shown  by 
the  monarch  or  his  great  courtierg  to  the  Provencal 
ZVmi&i^iRD-,  or  Norman  Symour,  would  naturally  be  imi- 
tated by  their  inferior  vassals  to  the  English  Gleeraao  or 
BlinttreL  At  taore  than  a  century  after  the  Conquest, 
the  national  distinctions  must  have  begun  to  decline,  and 
both  the  Nonuan  and  English  language*  would  be  heard 
ui  the  houses  of  the  great  (u  3)  ;  so  that  probably  about 
this  era,  or  soon  after,  we  are  to  date  that  remarkable  in- 
tercommunity and  exchange  of  each  other's  compositions, 
which  we  discover  to  have  taken  place  at  some  early 
period  between  the  French  and  English  miiutrels ;  the 
same  set  of  phrases,  the  same  species  of  characters,  inci- 
dents, and  adventures,  and  often  the  same  identical 
stories,  being  found  in  the  old  metrical  romances  of  both 
nations  (v). 

The  distinguished  service  which  lUchard  received  Iroin 
one  of  his  own  minstrels,  in  rescuing  him  from  his  cruel 
and-tedious  captivity,  is  a  remarkable  &ct,  which  ought  to 
be  recorded  for  the  honour  of  poets  and  their  art.  This 
bet  I  shall  relate  in  the  following  words  of  an  ancient 

madam  Fnach,  fn  Hitt.  Littjnire  dn  Ttonbuloiin,  177*,  3  lorn. 
12nio.    8m  vol.  I.  (p.  £8},  yiben  wma  mom  of  Bichard'i  ptwtrjr 
it  truukted.    In  Dr.  BunifT'>  Hlit-  of  Miuic,  vol  IL  p.  206, 1>  ■ 
p>Mi(*l  vmkin  of  it  in  Englitb. 
*  Hom.  Fkvina'a  Tli«tre  oT  HoDinir  and  Eaighthood,  tisnaUtsd 
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"  The  Euglbbmen  were  more  thsn  a  vbdie  ^ eare  with- 
out hearing  an;  tydiagsof  their  Kii^,or  in  what  placeba 
waa  kept  prisonor.  He  bad  trained  up  in  hia  court  ■  Rimar 
or  Mioatrill',  called  Blondell  de  Neaie.  who  (m  aailh  the 
manuicript  of  Old  Poeiiea',  and  an  aimcient  manuacript 
French  Chronicle,)  being  so  long  without  the  light  of  bis 
Lord,  hia  life  leemed  weariionie  to  him,  and  he  became 
COutbunded  with  melancholl;.  Knowne  it  was  that  he 
came  backe  from  the  Holy  Land ;  but  none  could  teli  in. 
what  countrey  he  aniTed.  Whereupon  this  Blondel,  re- 
solving to  make  search  for  him  in  many  ooontriet,  but  he 
would  heare  some  newes  of  him  ;  after  eipeuce  of  divet> 
dayes  in  travaile,hecame  toatowne'(by  good  hap)i>eer« 
to  the  castell  where  his  maiater  King  Eichard  was  kept. 
Of  hia  host  he  demanded  to  whom  the  castell  appertained, 

fiom  the  French.  Loni  1623,  fol.  lorn.  ii.  p.  *9.  An  elfgant  re- 
lidon  of  tbs  nme  eveiit  (frgm  the  French  of  Presid.  Fauchet'l 
"  Becnell,"  &c.)  nny  be  leen  in  "  MiKellsnin  in  Proie  ind  Vena, 
b;  Anu  Vllliuiu,  Loud.  1766."  iu>.  p.  tS.  It  wiU  eieiu  tbn 
reider't  admintlDB  to  be  infonnsd,  tbit  moit  of  tbe  piecu  of  that 
coUecticm  wrae  compnsed  nadcr  tbe  diMiliuitage  of  i  lolal  deprin- 

*  Favine'^  werdi  are,  "  Jongleur  ippcllS  Blondiaiil  de  Neelc" 
(Pui.,  1620,  4w,  p.  1106.)  But  F.ucbet,  who  hu  giTen  the  nme 
■torr,  thai  trptata  it,  "  Or  ce  n>}  ajsat  uoanl  ua  Heneatnl  ap- 
pelU  Bloudel,"  &c.  Ut.  li.  p.  92.  '■  De>  ucisni  Poet«  FnD^<HL'' 
He  f>  hewD«er  Mi<I  to  hsTe  been  annther  BUmid,  net  iUnoM  (or 
Sondiaia)  de  Nede;  but  tbi>  no  vij  affeeU  tbe  cirvumitancee  «f 
tbe  itoty. 

*  Tbi>  the  lathor  ulli  in  anclher  plus  "An  udent  HS.  of  old 
Foenn,  written  aboDt  thoie  'crji  timo." — From  ibin  H3.  FVvine 
givei  sgood  ucDimt  of  tbe  taking  of  Richard  bf  the  Dufc*  oFAnmria. 
who  aold  him  to  lbs  emperor.  At  for  the  MS.  chronicle,  it  i>  eri* 
dentlj  the  tune  that  anpplied  Fanchet  with  Ibii  ilei?.  Sec  hit 
"  Recoral  de  I'Or^iiaB  de  Is  Idngue  et  Poeaie  Franf  oiie,  Ryqie,  et 
Romam,"  Ac.    Psr.  1661. 

*  Tribalw — "  Retmdl  aum  |n)cepi(  in  Triballia :  a  quo  caioera 
nullna  wle  dies  istot  eiivil."  Lai.  Chron.  of  Otho  of  Avstns : 
afrnd  Faiio, 
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■nd  the  host  tdd  him  that  it  belonged  to  the  Duke  of 
Austria.  Then  he  enquired  whether  there  were  any  pri- 
soners therein  delsined  or  tu) ;  for  alwayes  he  tnsde  such 
secret  questioning*  whereioeTer  he  came.  And  the  hoste 
gate  answer,  there  wai  one  onely  prisoner,  but  be  knew 
not  what  he  was,  and  yet  he  had  bin  detained  there  more 
than  the  apace  of  a  yeare.  When  Blondel  heard  this,  he 
wroog-ht  such  meanes,  that  he  iiecame  acquainted  with 
tbem  of  the  caatell,  at  JUuutreU  doe  eaiify  turn  aegmnntance 
am/  tehere'  i  hut  tee  the  King  be  could  not,  neither  undei^ 
stand  that  it  was  he.  One  day  he  sal  directly  before  a 
window  of  the  ctstell,  where  King  Richard  waa  kept  pri- 
soner, and  began  to  ring  a  song  in  French,  which  King 
Kichard  and  Blondel  had  sometime  composed  tt^tber 
When  Kii^  Richard  heard  the  song,  he  knew  it  was 
Blondel  that  sung  it  i  and  when  Blondel  paused  at  hatfe 
of  the  song,  the  King  began  the  other  half,  and  completed 
U*.  Thus  Blondel  won  knowledge  of  the  King  hia 
nsjater,  and  reluming  home  into  England,  made  the 
Barons  of  the  countrie  acquainted  where  the  King  was." 
This  happened  about  the  year  1193. 

The  following  old  Provencal  lines  are  given  as  the  very 
original  song ' ;  which  1  shall  accompany  with  an  imitation 
s£kred  by  Dr.  Bumey,  ii.  237. 

*  "  Comme  Hancttrelt  I'tMoiaMnt  legemDent"   Favme.   (Fiu- 

4  I  giie  tbit  pssnge  comcted;  aa  the  Engliah  truiiUtor  ot 
F>Tln«'i  book  ^ipeind  h«n  to  hiTe  miilakcn  the  crigioU : — Sell. 
'Et  qiumt  Blondal  cut  dit  !■  moitie  do  la  Ohui»D,  1*  Rtj 
Kchirt  H  priita  diiel'iatn  miHtie  etrichcn."  FiTins,  p.  1106. 
Finchet  hu  iIh  ciprgued  It  in  nailj  ths  nma  worda.  Kacooil, 
p.  93. 

T  In  B  little  romanee  or  nonl,  entitled,  "  La  Tour  TenebranM, 
•t  Itt  Jourt  Lnmineui,  Conlet  Angtoian,  accompagim  d'Hiito- 
liettia,  &  tlna  d'nne  udenna  ChroniquD  eompoaoa  par  Kiehud, 
anniomme  Ciaur  da  Lion,  Boj  d'Angletarre,"  Ac,     Piria,  ITttl. 
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Damaa  y<Ma  bcatu  Tour  Uautji,  lady  fair 

Elu  li«11u  fumu  Nmt  vima  unMouf  dn 

Ell  bell  oil!  amorot  But  lUU  ta  eold  <m  air 

Ell  gena  con  ben  tiilliti  No  pamot  ran  excite : 

Don  )ieu  empnMUtt  Yel  Ikii  Ipatieat  lee 

De  Toatn  imor  que  mi  lin.  WUle  ait  art  liana'd  i 


8i  bel  trap  aAiuis  No  iiyntpA  my  heart  can  iBomid 

Ja  de  T«  Don  porbmi  Ifffj/oovf  tkg  diade^ 

Qua  DiqoT  hononi  And  imilei  on  ail  aromid 

Eial  ea  Totie  deinui  UmaUtnji  to  dedie : 

Qa<  lantn  dei  beliui  I'd  raiier  iatred  biar 

Tot  on  da  vin  loliii.  Tiam  ion  wUi  allten  tiar*. 

The  access  which  Blondel  so  readily  obtained  in  the 
privileged  character  of  a  Minstrel,  ia  not  the  only  instance 
upon  record  of  the  same  nature  (t  2).  In  this  very 
reign  of  King  Richard  I^  the  young  heiress  of  D'Evreui, 
Earl  of  Salisbury,  had  baen  carried  abroad  and  secreted 
by  her  French  relations  in  Normiuidy.  To  discover  the 
place  of  her  conceidineQt,  a  knight  of  the  Talbot  family 
spent  two  years  in  exploring  that  province,  at  first  under 
the  disguise  of  a  Pilgrim :  till  having  found  wliere  she 
was  confined,  in  order  to  gun  admitUnce  he  assumed  the 
dress  and  character  of  a  Harper,  and  being  a  jocose  per- 
son, exceedingly  skilled  in  "the  GetU  of  the  anttents'," 

l&io.— In  the  prefitce  to  tlut  romuice  tLe  editor  bu  given  anoiher 
•ong  of  Blondel  de  Xeile,  u  also  i  copy  of  tbe  loog  written  bj  King 
Bicli*rd,Mid  pnbliahed  by  Hi.  Walpele,  mendoned  above  (in  noteS, 
pige  ixitI.};  fel  the  tm  lut  m  sot  in  Provencal  like  the  Kmuot 
printed  ben ;  but  in  tbe  old  French,  called  Zatigagt  Soman. 

•  The  words  of  the  original,  viz.  "  CithuiMtoi  homo  joconu  in 
Qums  aatiquornm  vildo  peritu,"  1  conceive  to  give  the  predsB 
ide«  of  the  locieat  HiniCreL  See  note  (v  2).  Thai  Gt^  was  tp- 
pn^iriatad  to  romantic  stoiiet,  see  note  (i)  part  ir,  (1.) 
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(w  thay  ctUed  the  romuieM  aod  ttoriet  whioh  were  tfas 
delight  or  thtt  a^e,)  he  vu  ^adij  received  into  the 
bmily.  Whence  he  took  in  opportunity  to  cany  off  the 
yonng  lady,  whom  he  presented  to  the  king ;  >nd  he 
bestowed  her  on  hii  natural  brother,  William  Longeipee, 
(md  of  fair  Roaamond,)  who  became  in  her  ri^ht  Earl  of 
Saliihury  (t  9). 

The  next  memorable  event  which  I  find  in  history  re- 
flect* credit  on  the  English  minstrels ;  and  this  was  their 
contributing  to  the  Rracue  of  one  of  the  great  Earli  of 
Chester,  whan  besi^red  by  the  Welsh.  This  happened 
in  the  reign  of  King  John,  end  is  related  to  this  effect'. 

Hi«h,  the  tint  Eari  of  Chester,  in  hi«  charter  of 
foundation  of  St.  Werburg's  Abbey  in  that  dty,  had 
granted  such  a  privilege  to  those  who  should  come  to 
Chester  &ir,  that  they  should  not  be  then  apprehended 
for  theft  or  any  other  misdemeanour,  except  the  crime 
were  committed  during  the  fur.  This  special  protection 
occasioning  a  multitude  of  loose  people  to  resort  to  that 
fiiir,  was  afterwards  of  signal  benefit  to  one  of  his  lac- 
eessors.  For  Ranulph,  the  last  Eirl  of  Chester,  march- 
ing into  Wales  with  a  slender  attendance,  was  constrained 
to  retire  to  his  castle  of  Rothelan,  (or  Rhuydland,)  to 
which  the  Welsh  forthwith  laid  siege.  In  this  distress 
he  sent  for  help  to  the  Lord  De  Lacy,  Constable  of 
Chester :  "  Who,  making  nse  of  the  Minstralls  of  all  sorts, 
then  met  at  Cheater  ^ ;  by  the  allurement  of  their 
musick,  got  together  a  tast  number  of  such  loose  people, 
as,  by  reason  of  the  before  spedfied  priviledge,  were  then 
in  that  dty ;  whom  he  forthwith  sent  under  the  conduct 
of  Dntton,  (hi*  steward,)"  a  gallant  youth,  who  was  also 
his  son-in-law.     The  Welsh,  alarmed  at  the  approach  of 
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thil  rtbble,  Boppoung  them  to  ba  B  regoltr  body  of  orniBd 
■nd  lUKiplined  veteniM,  inttsntl;  raiMd  the  ucge  and 

For  thig  good  Mrrice,  Hanulpb  it  aaid  to  have  granted 
to  De  Lscji  bj  charter,  the  pairoDoge  uid  authority  over 
the  minstreU  utd  the  loose  and  infericH'  people ;  who,  re- 
tunuig  to  hinuelf  that  of  the  lower  artificers,  conferred 
on  DuttoD  the  junsdiction  of  the  minstreli  end  barlott* : 
and  under  the  desceodanti  of  this  femily  the  minstrels 
enjoyed  certain  prifii^res  tnd  protectton  for  muiy  tgei. 
For  even  so  late  aa  the  imga  of  Elizabeth,  whoa  tUa  pro- 
fesaion  had  blleo  into  tuch  diacredit  that  it  was  cooHdered 
in  law  IS  a  Duisance,  the  minttreU  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  family  of  Dutton  are  eiprenly  excepted  out  of  all 
acta  of  parliament  made  for  their  suppreesion ;  and  have 
continued  to  be  so  excepted  ever  unce  (w). 

The  ceremonies  atteading  the  eienaae  of  this  juris- 
diction are  thus  described  by  Dugdale ',  aa  handed  down 
to  hia  lime,  fit.  "  That  at  midaummer  ftur  there,  all  the 
Minttreb  of  that  countrey  resorting  to  Cheater  do  attend 
the  heir  of  Dutt<»i,  from  bie  lodging  to  St.  John's  church, 
(be  being  then  accompanied  by  many  gentlemen  of  tite 
eountrey,)  one  of '  the  Mlnatrels'  walking  tiefore  him  in  a 
Burcoat  of  his  arms  depicted  on  taffati ;  the  rest  of  his 
fellows  proceeding  (two  and  two)  and  playing  on  their 
several  sorts  of  musical  inatruments.  And  after  divine 
service  ended,  give  the  like  attendance  ou  him  back,  to 
bis  lodging;  where  a  conar  being  kept  by  his  {Mr. 
Dutton's]  steward,  and  all  the  Minstrels  formally  called, 
certain  orders  and  laws  are  usually  made  for  the  better 
goTcmroent  of  that  Society,  with  penalties  on  those  who 
transgress." 

I  See  ths  indent  record  in  Bloant't  Law  IHetiDDsry.    (An. 
SlinfUvl.) 
'  B«.  L  p.  101. 


■..Gocii^lc 


THE    AHCIBKT  inMSTKELS.  xlifi 

In  the  Mme  niga  of  King  John  we  haTe  ■  remiriuble 
iiMtwice  of  ■  miiutrel,  wbo  to  hi*  other  talenti  lupenwIdMl 
the  charscter  of  Soothujer,  and  by  ha  skill  in  dnigi  and 
medicated  potioni  wm  able  to  rewne  *  knight  from  nn- 
ptisoiiiiieiit.  Thii  occuri  in  Lelancl'i  Narrative  of  the 
GiBTEi  of  Guarioe  (or  Warren)  and  hii  «ons,  which  he 
"eicerptid  owta  of  an  old  Englisch  boke  jn  rjme'."  and 
w  w  follom  ! — 

WhitingtoQ  Caitle  in  Shropahire,  which  together  irith 
the  coheirew  of  the  onginal  pro|Nietar  had  been  won  in 
a  Hilemn  tamanMot  by  the  anceator  of  the  Guarines',  had, 
in  the  reign  of  King  Jubn,  been  Miied  bj  the  Prince  of 
Wolei,  and  waa  aiUrwards  poMcned  bj  Horice,  a  ra- 
tuner  of  that  prince,  to  whom  the  iuDg,  oat  of  hatred  to 
the  true  heir  Fulco  Guarine,  (with  whom  he  had  (ormeH  j 
had  a  qaarrel  at  chem',)  not  onlj  confirmed  the  poa- 
tewon,  but  dw)  made  him  governor  of  the  Harchet,  of 
iriiicb  Fulco  luB«elf  ttad  the  custody  io  the  time  of  King 
Richard.  The  Gnarinea  dMuaoded  justice  of  the  king, 
bat  obtuning  do  gradou*  anawer,  renounced  their  alle- 
giance and  fled  into  Britagne.  Returning  into  England, 
after  variona  conflicts,  "  Fulco  reiortid  to  one  John  of 
Ruimpayne,  a  Sotbaay er  and  Jocular  and  Hinatrelle,  and 

)  Ldand'i  ColUcMDOi,  rol.  I.  fgu  261,  266, 287. 

'  Tlui  old  fcadlJciiHomDtiiiuTTinEuhsiwutlw  knight  who 
■hould  niuiuiih  ill  hii  opponentj  in  ulnsn  canteat,  Ac,  ippon  M 
be  baclcwiued  in  the  Turnuiient  of  Tolcnbun  (b«  vol.  ii.  p.  13),  u 
]»  wall  obMmd  b/  tbe  Idmed  ■nthoi  of  Remtrki,  &t.  in  Omt. 
lbg.fbcJiilT,17S4,p.GlS. 

'  "  John,  ran  to  King  Hmrj,  und  Folco  fsUi  U  vuinaee  it 
Cfa(«(a,  [r.ChHu];  ind  JohnbnkeFnlcD'[i]  had  with  tha  CUM 
horde  :  ud  then  Fulco  i^ve  him  lucfa  a  blow,  IbU  he  biul  almatt 
killid  hjm."  (Lei.  Coll.  i.  p.  284.)  A  cnriona  pidnra  of  aoDitlj 
Dunnen  in  Ihut  age  I  NotwilfailuidiDg  tbit  faj,  we  read  in  the 
nen  puignfib,  that  "  King  Henrf  dubbid  Fnloo  &  S  of  hi*  bn- 
tbeme  Enightca  at  WincheateT."_nHd. 
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msde  bym  hi»  (pj  to  Morice  u  Whhingtoii."  Tbe  pri- 
vileges of  this  character  we  iiave  already  Baen,  utd  Joho 
BO  well  availed  bjmtelf  of  them,  that  in  conteqaence  of 
the  intelligeDce  which  be  doubtleta  procured,  "  Fuleo 
and  his  brethrene  laide  waite  for  Morice,  ta  he  went  to- 
ward Saleabjri,  and  Fulco  ther  woundid  hym :  and 
Brecf,"  a  knight,  who  wai  their  friend  and  aariBiant, 
"  cut  off  Horice  fa]  badde."  ThU  Sir  Bra^  being  in  a 
■ubtequent  reacoonter  sore  wounded,  was  taken  and 
brought  to  King  Jobu ;  from  whoae  *engieanee  he  was, 
however,  rescued  by  this  notable  minstrel ;  for  "  John 
Rampajroe  founde  tbe  meanet  to  cast  tbem,  that  kepte 
Bracj,  into  o  deadely  ilepe  i  and  to  he  and  Bncj  cam  to 
Fulco  to  Whitington,"  which  on  the  death  of  Morice  had 
been  restored  to  bim  by  the  Prince  of  Walea.  As  no 
further  mention  occurv  of  tbe  nunstrel,  I  might  bere 
coDclude  this  narrative ;  but  I  shall  just  add,  that  Fnlco 
was  obliged  to  flee  into  France,  where,  Bsanmlng  the 
name  of  Sir  Amice,  he  diatioguished  himself  in  justs  and 
tumaments  i  end,  after  various  romantic  adventures  bj 
sea  and  land,  having  in  the  true  style  of  chivalry  rescued 
"certayne  ladies  owt  of  prison,"  be  finally  obtained  the 
king's  pardon,  and  the  qiuet  possession  of  Whitingtoo 
Castle. 

In  tbe  reign  of  King  Henry  III.  w«  have  mention  of 
Master  Ricard,  the  king's  barper,  to  whoia  in  hie  thirty- 
sixth  year  (1252)  that  oianarcb  gave  not  only  forty  shil- 
lings and  a  pipe  of  wine,  but  also  a  ppe  of  wine  to 
Beatrice  his  wife'.  The  title  of  MagiiitT,  or  Master, 
given  to  thia  minstrel,  deserves  notice,  and  ahows  his 
respectable  situation. 

•  Bnnwj'a  BM.  ii.  p.  BU^-Rot.  Kp.  Ad.  Sf!  H.  III.  «  Et  in 
nna  dolio  vial  eoipto  A  dato  Haoisteio  Ricakdo  CilhariiUB  Regis, 
il.  soL  par  br.  Beg.  Et  in  nao  dolio  «mpto  &  dslo  Batrici  uiori 
qnsdem  RkaidL" 
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T.  'Die  Hwper,  or  Minitrel,  who  wu  lo  neceiHu;  u 
'  attenduit  on  a  roy b1  penonige,  that  Prince  Edward  (after- 
wardt  Kin^  Edward  I.),  in  hi*  cnuade  to  the  H0I7  Laud, 
in  1271,  wu  not  without  hii  harpur,  who  must  have  been 
official);  veiy  near  hia  peraon  ;  aa  we  are  told  by  a  con- 
temporary hiitorian',  that,  in  the  attempt  to  aasaasinate 
that  heroic  prince,  when  he  had  wreited  the  poisoned 
knife  out  of  the  Sarueu'ii  hand,  and  killed  him  with  his 
otfn  weapon  ;  the  attendant!,  who  had  stood  apart  while 
be  was  whispering  to  their  muter,  hearing  tbe  struggle, 
ran  to  his  asnatance,  and  one  of  them,  to  wit  his  harper, 
tnzing  a  tripod,  or  trestl«,  struck  the  ssuusin  on  the 
head  and  beat  out  tus  Iwains'.  And  though  the  prince 
blamed  him  for  striking  the  man  after  he  was  dead,  ;et 
his  near  access  shows  the  respectable  rituation  of  this 
officer  f  and  hia  affectionate  zeal  should  have  induced  Ed< 
ward  to  entreat  bis  brothren,  the  Welsh  bards,  afterwards 
with  more  lenitj. 

WhateTer  was  the  extent  of  this  great  monarch's  seve- 
rity towards  the  profewors  of  mnsEc  and  of  song  in  Wales ; 
whether  the  executing  bj  martial  law  such  of  them  as  fell 
into  his  hands  was  only  during  the  heat  of  conflict,  or  was 
cootioued  afterwards  with  more  systematic  rigour*;  yet 


SSI. 

'  "  AccuTTBDlei  ad  hso  Minirtri  ejus,  qui  s  longe  tteicnint  inie- 
nenint  Bum  [kjL  Nuatfum]  In  Um  mortuum,  et  ippnbendit  udqi 
annua  tripodem,  Kllicct  CithahidjI  buds,  &  [HTcnwit  cnm  in 
tsplM.  cC  effundit  cerebram  sjoi.  IncnpavltqnD  aam  Edwudua  quod 
kooiinflDi  mortDiun  percaiDuat.*'  Tbid,  ThsH  Afnutri  mosl  hsvo 
beea  upon  >  very  eoa6deiititl  fboting,  u  ix  ippeui  tbore  In  tbe 
nme  chBptsr,  that  thejbul  bean  nwda  uqniiated  with  tlie  cantentt 
of  A«  letters  which  tha  tWMiln  bad  dclimod  to  tba  princs  from  his 
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in  hu  own  court  ibe  miuttreU  appear  to  have  b«en  big^ilf 
'  bvoured ;  for  when,  in  1906,  he  conrerred  the  order  of 
ktiighthood  OD  his  ton  and  manj  olhen  of  the  young 
nohilitf,  a  multitude  of  ndnttrelt  were  introduced  to  io- 
rite  and  induce  the  new  knights  to  make  aome  military 
vow(x).     And 

Under  the  succeeding  reign  of  King  Edward  II.  such 
extensive  privilegea  were  claimed  by  these  men,  and  by 
diaaolute  peraons  auuming  their  character,  that  it  became 
a  matter  of  public  grievancn,  and  was  obliged  to  be  n- 
formed  by  an  express  regulation  in  A.n.  1315  (i).  Not' 
withstanding  which,  an  incident  is  recorded  in  the  ensuing 
year,  which  show*  that  miiutrels  still  retuned  the  libeny 
of  entering  at  will  into  the  royal  presence,  and  bad  some- 
Uiiog  peculiarly  splendid  in  their  dress.  It  is  tbus  related 
by  Stowe  (z) ! 

"  In  the  year  1316,  Edward  the  Second  did  lolemniie 
his  feast  of  Pentecost  at  Westminster,  in  the  great  hall : 
where  sitting  royally  at  llie  table  with  hupeersabout  him, 
there  entered  a  woman  adanied  HJte  a  Minitrel,  sitting  on 
a  great  horse  trapped,  at  A&tttrelt  &at  tued ;  who  rode 
round  abonl  the  tables,  shewing  pastime  ;  and  at  length 
came  up  to  the  King's  table,  and  laid  before  him  a  letter, 
and  forthwith  turning  her  horse,  saluted  every  one  and 
detMrted."  The  subject  of  this  letter  was  a  remonstrance 
to  the  king  on  the  &vours  heaped  by  him  on  his  minions, 
to  the  n^lect  of  his  knights  and  Utbfiil  servants. 

"nte  privileged  character  of  a  minstrel  was  employed  on 
this  occasion,  as  sure  of  gaining  an  easy  admittance  i  sod 
a  female  the  rather  deputed  to  assume  it,  that,  in  case  of 
detection,  her  sex  might  disarm  the  king's  resentment. 
This  is  offered  on  a  supposition  that  she  was  not  a  real 

who,  hi  die  Lswi,  &c.  of  this  monirch,  could  find  no  initucoa  ol 
Hverltj  ^bM  the  Wsldi,  8m  his  OUemtioiu  on  the  Ststntca, 
4to.,  4th  edit.  p.  358. 
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roiiutrel ;  for  there  ihould  seem  to  IwTe  been  vomen  at 
thk  profession  (*  *),  u  weU  m  of  the  other  sex  ;  ind  no 
accomplishment  is  so  coiutantlf  attributed  to  females,  bj 
ODT  ancient  bards,  u  their  eiagiDg  to,  and  plafii^  on,  the 
harp  (iA  2). 

In  the  fourth  year  of  King  Richard  II.  John  of  Gaunt 
erected  at  Tutbury,  in  Staffordahire,  a  Court  of  Minstrels, 
timilar  to  that  aoaually  kept  at  CbMter  (p^e  xlu.},  and 
which,  like  a  Court-Leet  or  Conrt-Baran,  had  a  legal 
jariadidion,  vith  full  power  to  raceive  suit  and  service 
from  the  men  of  this  profession  within  five  neighbouring 
counties,  to  enact  laws  and  determine  their  controversies ; 
and  to  apprehend  and  arrest  such  of  them  as  ihould  refuse 
to  appear  at  the  said  court,  annually  held  on  the  16th  of 
Ai^rust.  For  this  they  bad  a  charter,  by  which  they  were 
empowered  to  appoint  a  King  of  the  Minstrels,  with  four 
officers  to  preside  oter  them  (as).  These  were  every 
year  elected  with  great  ceremony ;  the  whole  form  of 
which,  as  observed  in  1680,  ia  described  by  Dr.  Plot  ■ :  in 
whose  time,  however,  they  appear  to  have  lost  their  sing- 
ing talents,  and  to  iiave  confined  ell  their  skill  to  wind  and 
string  mnnc'. 

The  minstrels  seem  to  hsve  been  in  many  respects  upon 
the  same  footing  as  the  heralds  :  and  the  King  of  the 
HhWrels,  like  the  Ring  at  Arms,  was  both  here  and  on 
the  Continent  an  usual  officer  in  the  courts  of  princes. 
Thus  we  have  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  I.  mention  of 

■  Hnt.  of  SUffordgiiire.  cfa.  ID.  g  69—76,  p.  433,  et  Hqq..  of  which 
Hsutimcti  in  Sir  J.  Hawkint't  Uiit,  of  Huuc,  toL  ii.  p.  64;  uid 
Dr.  Bnmey'a  Hiit.  vol  ii.  p.  360,  et  »((q. 

N.B.  Tha  bortiaroiu  divcniDn  of  bull-mnaing  «m  no  put  of  the 
niginal  inalilntioii,  &c,  u  is  fullj  piond  bj  the  Rev.  Dr.  P^[ge,  m 
ArchBologii,  vol.  ii,  no,  liiL  p.  86. 

*  Bee  the  chugs  given  bj  the  ilemnl,  it  the  tims  af  the  eleo 
tion,  \a  Flot'i  Hiit.  nbi  iDpia ;  ind  in  Hiwkiiu,  p.  67.     Buinej, 
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a  Kin;  Robert,  and  others.  Aod  in  16  Edward  II.  u  a 
grant  to  William  de  Morlee,  "  the  King's  Minstrel,  styled 
Boy  de  North' '  ofhousei  which  had  belonged  to  anotber 
Ling,  Jubn  le  Boteler  (■  a  2).  Rjatet  bath  also  printed 
a  licence  granted  by  King  Richard  II.  is  1387,  to  John 
Caumz,  the  King  of  Aii  Minstrels,  to  past  the  aeai,  recom- 
meoding  him  to  the  protection  and  kind  treatment  of  all 
bis  sutyects  and  alliea*. 

In  the  subsequent  reign  of  King  Henry  IV.  we  meet 
with  no  particulars  relating  to  the  Minstreb  in  England, 
but  we  find  in  the  Statute  Book  a  severe  law  passed  against 
their  brethren,  the  .WeLsh  Buds ;  whom  our  ancestors 
could  not  distinguish  Irom  their  own  Rmowt,  ]Hmtiraixi 
for  by  these  names  thej  describe  them  («  b  3).  This  act 
plainlj  shows,  that  far  Irom  being  extirpated  by  the  rigo- 
rous policy  of  King  Edward  I.,  this  order  of  men  were 
still  able  to  alarm  the  English  goTemment,  which  attri- 
buted to  them  "  many  diseases  and  mischieb  in  Wales," 
and  proUbited  their  meetings  and  contributions. 

When  his  heroic  son,  King  Henry  V.,  was  preparing 
his  great  voyage  for  France,  in  1415,  aa  express  order 
was  given  for  his  minstrels,  tifleen  in  number,  to  attend 
him':  and  eighteen  are  afterwards  mentioned,  to  each  of 
whom  he  allowed  liU.  a-day,  when  that  sum  must  have 
been  of  more  than  ten  times  the  value  it  ia  at  present'. 
Yet  when  he  entered  London  in  triumph  after  the  battls 
of  Agincourt,  he,  from  a  principle  of  humility,  alighted 
the  pageants  and  verses  which  were  prepared  to  hail  his 
return  ;  and,  as  we  are  told  by  Holingsbed',  would  not 

*  So  uDcmgthe  h«ri1d<  JVotreyms  aacieatl}'  itjled  Hog  tTArmti 
tfaJVorO.  (Anttit,ii.  SOO.)  And  the  Klngi  it  Arin«a  la  general 
weis  oiiginilly  ciUed  Biget Heraliimm  iihii.  p.  302),  u  IbcMwera 
Btget  Mimirallonim, 

*  Bjmer'i  Podcn,  Com.  Tii.  p.  5SS, 

i  IMd,  ii.  2fi5.  •  Ibid.  p.  360. 

T  S««  his  Chranick,  nib  SUDD  Ul£  (p,  1I7U).    He  tlw  gifo  this 
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luffer  "  any  Ditiea  to  be  made  and  song  hj  HinitreU,  of 
hb  glorioni  Tictorie ;  for  that  he  would  wfaollie  have  the 
pniM  and  thanket  altt^ethergiien  toGod"(Bi  4).  But 
this  did  not  proceed  from  anj  dUregBid  for  the  professors 
of  muaic  or  of  song ;  for  at  the  feast  of  Peolecost,  which 
be  celebrated  in  1416,  having  the  Emperor  and  the  Duke 
of  Holland  for  bis  guests,  he  ordered  rich  gowns  for  ni< 
teen  of  his  minstrels,  of  which  the  parUculars  are  preserved 
bjr  Bynier*.  And  having  before  hii  death  orally  granted 
an  annuity  of  100  shillings  to  each  of  bis  minitrela,  the 
gnnt  was  confirmed  in  the  first  year  of  his  son  King 
Henry  TI.,  a.d.  1423,  and  payment  ordered  out  of  the 


The  unfcvtuDats  reign  of  King  Henry  VI.  affords  no 
occurences  reepectii^  our  sulgect  t  but  in  hi;  tbtrty- 
fourtb  year,  a.d.  1456,  we  have  in  Rymer'  a  commiMion 
for  impressing  boys  or  youths,  to  supply  vacancies  by 
death  among  the  king's  minstrels  ■.  in  which  it  is  expressly 
directed  that  they  shall  be  elt^ant  in  their  limbs,  as  well 
as  insCrticted  in  the  minstrel  art,  wherever  they  can  be 
foDnd,  for  the  solace  of  his  mtueaty. 

other  inituce  of  tfaelimg't  gnU,  modntj, "  that  tif  would  not  lulfer 
fail  bdmst  to  1>e  carried  with  hho,  ind  shflved  to  the  people,  that 
tltej  migfal  behold  the  dinU)  and  cnttea  wbiche  apfieand  in  ths 
•tma,  aF  tueb  bloites  and  >tripe>  u  he*  iBC^ved  the  dajre  of  the 
battcU."— Ibid.    Tid.  T.  de  Elmhani,  e.  39.  p.  73. 

The  prohibi^oa  agaioit  vain  and  sacular  aoagi  weald  probably  not 
include  tbu  inserted  <n  ou  wcand  vol.  no.  t.  (p.  27,)  which  veuld 
beconudered  aa  ahymo.  The  origina]  noteiengravea  ou  a  plate  at 
p.  26,  m*f  be  Men  redoced  and  aet  lo  acore  in  Hr.  Staiiord  Smith'i 
"  CoUoction  of  Engiiah  Songa  tot  three  and  foru  vtocet,"  and  in  Dr. 
Bnrne;'!  Hiat.  of  Music,  iL  p.  381. 

•  Tom.  ii.  336. 

•  Rymer,  torn.  x.  S87.    They  are  meni 
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In  the  followiiig  reign.  King  Edtrard  IV.  (in  his  nintk 
jesT,  1469),  upon  a  compluot  that  certain  rude  hu^Mnd- 
men  and  Brtific«»  of  vftrioua  tntdea  had  ataum«d  the  title 
and  tifeiy  of  the  lung's  minotreli,  and  under  that  colour 
and  pretence  bad  collected  moaey  in  diyers  parU  of  the 
kingdom,  and  committed  other  diaorden,  the  kins'  gnnts 
to  Walter  Haliday,  AltanAal,  and  to  seven  othen  hia  own 
miostrels,  wham  fae  namea,  a  Charter',  by  which  he 
creates,  or  rather  restores,  a  Fraternity  or  perpetual  Gild, 
(such  as,  he  undentauda,  the  brothers  and  sieten  of  the 
fl^ernity  of  Minstrels  had  in  timet  past,)  to  Iw  governed 
by  a  Marahol,  appointed  for  life,  and  by  two  Wardens,  to 
he  choeen  annually  j  who  are  impowered  to  admit  brothers 
and  sisters  into  the  said  Gild,  and  are  authorized  to  exa- 
mine the  pretensions  of  all  such  as  affected  to  eicrcisetbe 
mlnatrel  profesaion  ;  and  to  reg^te,  govern,  and  puniah 
them  throughout  the  realm  (those  of  Chester  eicq>ted). 
This  seems  to  have  same  resemblance  to  the  Eaii  Mar- 
shal's court  among  the  Heralds,  and  is  another  [WMifaf 
the  great  affinity  and  resemblance  which  the  Minstrels 
bore  to  the  members  of  the  College  of  Arms. 

It  is  remarkable  that  Walter  Heliday,  whose  name 
occurs  as  Marshal  in  the  foregoing  Charter,  had  been  r&- 
tained  in  the  service  of  the  two  preceding-  monarchs.  King 
Henry  V.*  and  VI.<  Nor  is  thb  the  first  time  he  is 
mentioned  as  Marshal  of  the  king's  minstrels,  for  in  the 
third  year  of  this  reign,  1464,  he  had  a  grant  from  King 
Edwu^  of  ten. marks  per  annum  during  life,  directed  to 
him  with  that  title*. 

1  See  it  in  RTmei.  torn.  li.  B49,  tnd  in  Sir  J.  Hs«kin^  vol.  tv. 
p.  366,i:iat«.  11i«  above  ChsrUr  ii  ndUid  in  leCtcn  piient of  Kmg 
CIisiIh  I.,  ISth  Jalj  (11  Anna  Begni),  for  ■  Coiporetion  of  Mnu- 
riuit,  Ac.  in  WutminiUr,  whicli  maj  be  Hen,  iUd. 

>  Rjmer,  ix.  26S.  *  Itrid.  xi.  376. 

>  Rymer,  li.  512. 
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But  besides  their  Harehal,  we  have  alio  m  thU  reign 
•WQtioii  (rfa  Seijeant  of  tile  Hiutrels,  who  upon  ■  part^ 
cnlir  oecanon  wai  able  to  do  his  rojal  maater  a  singular 
iervice,  wherein  hii  confidential  Bituatlon  and  readj  acean 
to  the  king  at  all  hours  is  jerj  aji^Mrent :  for  "  as  he  [King 
Edward  IV.]  waa  in  the  north  contra^  in  the  monneth  of 
8eptMnbr«,  as  he  la;  in  hii  bedde,  one  namid  Alexander 
Carlile,  that  waa  SaHama  vf  the  Mytnlreilu,  cam  to  him 
'ID  grete  hast,  and  badde  hjm  arjM  for  be  faadde  enemjei 
cmnmjng  for  to  lake  him,  the  which  w««  within  vi.  or 
TiL  mylis,  of  the  which  tTdinges  the  king  gretel}>  mar- 
ve^lid*,'  &c.  This  happened  in  the  same  year,  1469, 
wherein  the  king  gnnled  orconfinned  the  Charter  for 
ibe  Pratemitj  or  Gild  aboTe-meutioned  i  ;et  this  Alei- 
ander  Carlile  ii  not  one  of  the  eight  miiutrels  to  whom 
that  Charter  u  directed  ^ 

The  same  Charter  was  renewed  bf  King  Henry  VIII. 
in  1520,  to  John  ffilman,  hit  then  Hanhal.  and  to  seven 
odiers  his  minstrels*:  and  oa  the  death  of  Gilman,  he 
granted  in  1529  this  office  of  Marshal  of  hi«  Minstrels  to 
Hugh  Wodehouae ',  whom  I  take  to  haxe  borne  the  office 
of  Ms  Seijeant  over  them '. 

'     VI.  In  all  the  est^lishmenta  of  royal  and  nohle  hoDse- 

*  Uera  nnfortDnatelj  endi  a  curiona  fngmmit  (lo.  9  E.  IV.),  ul 
alceni  Sprotii  Cbna.  ei.  Hnne,  Oidh.  17IS,  %n.  Vida  T.  Wu- 
Mi'i  Hin.  ii.  p.  \U.    Note  (c>. 

'  Btvct,  zi.  to.  •  Ibid.  iliL  70S. 

*  lUd.  (am.  liT.  2,  93. 

'  So  I  aminclined  toundentud  the  term  SaRViiNSfsof^^w^ 
Woddima,  in  tbs  OTiginal  grant.  (S«  Rymer,  nlu  inpra.)  It  i> 
nsedloa  to  DbHrrs  that  Sanaa  e^nmed  a  Seijeanl  ai  well  at  a 
Ssrrsiit.'  If  tUa  intarprctation  «t  Serrinu  be  allowtd,  it  Till  to- 
coont  for  hii  pladng  Wodehonn  at  tb«  head  of  bh  Gild,  allhoagh 
%e  had  Dot  been  one  of  the  dgbl  miaatrel*  who  had  had  Ike  general 
dinctjon.  The  Seijeant  of  hii  Hinatreia,  we  maf  pceaume,  was  Kit 
in  dignitj  to  the  Hjinha],  althongb  bo  bad  no  abare  ia  Ibe  gnvem- 
ment  oftheOild. 

d2 
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boldi,  we  find  la  ample  proviiion  made  for  the  Miiutrel*, 
and  their  aituation  to  have  been  both  hoaourable  and 
lucrfttive.  In  proof  of  lhi»  it  U  auScient  to  refer  lo  the 
Hoiuhold-Bookofthe  Earl  of  Northumberland,  a.d.  1512 
(cc).  And  the  rewarda  the;  receked  aofroquentlf  recur 
in  sacieat  writen,  that  it  i«  imnece««arf  to  crowd  the 
page  with  them  here  (cc  2), 

The  name  of  Minatrel  aeenw,  however,  to  have  been 
gradually  appropriated  to  the  Musician  only,  especially  ir 
the  fifieenth  and  uxteenth  centoriea ;  yet  we  occasiootU; 
meet  with  applications  of  the  term  in  its  more  enlarged 
meaning,  as  including  the  Singer,  if  not  the  Composer,  of 
heroic  or  popular  rhymea*. 

In  the  time  of  King  Henry  VIII.  we  find  it  to  have 
been  a  common  entertainment  to  hear  veraei  recited,  or 
moral  speeches  learned  for  that  purpoae,  by  a  set  of  men 
who  got  their  livelihood  by  repeating  them,  and  who 
intruded  without  ceremony  into  all  companies  ;  not  onl^ 
in  taverns,  but  in  the  houses  of  the  nobility  themselves. 
Tills  we  learn  &om  Erasmus,  whose  argument  led  him  only 
to  describe  a  spedes  of  these  men  who  did  lut  itng  their 
compositions ;  but  the  others  that  iSd,  enjoyed,  withont 
doubt,  the  same  privileges  (dd). 

For  even  long  after,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
it  was  usual  "in  places  of  assembly"  tor  the  company  to 
be  "  deairons  to  heare  of  old  adventures  and  valiaimces  of 
noble  knights  in  times  past,  as  those  of  King  Arthur  and 
bis  Lnights  of  the  round-table.  Sir  Bevys  of  Southampton, 
Guy  of  Warwiclte,  and  others  like,"  in  "  short  and  long 
meetres,  and  by  breaches  or  divisions  [sc.  fits'},  to  be 
more  commodiouely  sung  to  the  harpe,"  as  the  reader 
may  be  informed,  by  a  courtly  writer,  in  1689*.    Who 

*  Sm  below,  and  Note  {oa), 
'  So  vol.  li.  pagB  184. 

•  Pattcnliam  in  bii  Arit  i/EngBA  Potiie,  1589, 4hi.  p.  33.  S«e 
Ibe  quotatioD  in  it>  pnipcr  ordsr  in  voL  ii.  page  184, 
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himself  had  "  written  for  pletsure,  a  little  brief  Romtnce 
or  hiitoricall  Ditty  ,  ,  ,  of  the  Isie  of  Great  Britaine,"  in 
order  to  contribute  to  mch  entertainmeDt.  And  he  sub- 
jeAna  thia  nation :  "  Such  as  have  not  premonition  here- 
of," (vii.  that  his  poem  was  written  in  short  metre.  &c., 
to  be  sung  to  the  harp  in  aoch  places  of  essembl;,)  "  and 
coniiderstioo  of  the  cauaei  alledged,  would  peradventure 
reprote  and  ditgrace  everj  Romance,  or  short  historical! 
dittj,  for  that  the;  be  not  written  in  long  meetert  or 
T«TB«B  Alezaudrins,"  which  constituted  the  prevailing  ver> 
rification  smoog  the  poets  of  that  age,  and  which  no  one 
now  can  endure  to  read. 

And  that  the  rental  of  such  romancei,  sung  to  the  harp, 
was  at  that  time  the  delight  of  the  common  people,  we 
■re  told  by  the  same  writer',  who  mentioDS  that  "ctKO- 
inon  Rimers*  were  fbud  of  nnng  rbpnes  at  short  di»- 
lances,  "in  small  and  popular  Muuckes  song  bj  theee 
Cantabanqui,"  {the  said  common  rhymers,]  "  upon  benchea 
and  barrels  heads,"  4e.,  "  or  else  by  blind  Harpers,  or 
inch  like  Taveme  Uinttrelt,  that  giie  a  fit  of  mirth  for 
k  groat  t  and  thdr  matter  being  for  the  most  part  siorie* 
of  old  tin>e,  as  the  tale  of  Sir  Topaa,  the  reportea  of  Bevis 
of  Southampton,  Guy  of  Warwicke,  Adam  Bell  and 
Clymme  of  the  Cloi^b,  and  such  other  old  romances,  or 
faktoricall  rimet,"  &c. ;  "  also  they  be  used  in  Carols  and 
Rounds,  and  such  like  or  lasdvioas  Poemes,  which  are 
eommoaly  more  commodiously  uttered  by  these  Buffbns, 
or  Vices,  in  Playea,  then  by  any  other  person.  Such 
were  the  rimet  of  Skelton  (usurpii^  the  name  of  a  Poet 
Laureat),  b«ng  ih  deede  hut  a  rude  railing  rimer,  and  all 
his  doings  ridiculous' ." 

But  although  we  find  here  that  the  Minstrels  had  lost 
much  of  their  (Ugnity,  and  were  sinking  into  contempt  end 

•  Pattcobun,  &.C.  p.  69.    (Sec  toL  iL  lUd.) 


■,,  Google 


liv  AH   E8BAT  ON 

neglert :  ;et  tliat  thej  f till  «iittain«d  «  chvacter  far  tupe- 
rior  to  anj  thing  ve  eau  conceivii  at  present  of  the  uugen 
of  old  bsllsda,  I  think  ma^  be  infarred  from  the  foUowiog: 
repreBentation. 

When  Qneen  Elizabeth  wai  entertaiDed  at  Killing, 
worth  Ca«ile  bj  the  Earl  of  Leiceiter  in  1575,  ainoiig  tb« 
many  devicei  and  pageenta  which  were  conbived  for  hw 
entertainment,  one  of  the  pereonagrea  iotroduoed  wai  to 
have  been  that  of  an  BDcient  Miaatrel ;  whoie  appearanoe 
and  dresB  are  >o  miMilely  described  by  a  writer  there  pre> 
•enl',  and  ^ve  us  act  diatinct  an  Idea  of  the  charaoler, 
that  1  shall  qaote  the  pauage  at  large  (>>)• 

"  A  PenoD  very  meet  seemed  be  for  the  purpose,  of  a 
kIv  years  old,  ^tparelled  partly  ai  he  wonld  himadf.  His 
cap  off;  his  hMd  seemly  rounded  Tonaterwise'i  bir 
Icambed,  that  with  a  sponge  daintily  dipt  in  a  little  capon's 
greace,  was  finely  smoothed,  to  make  it  shiDe  like  a  Qial- 
lard'a  ynag.  His  beard  smugly  shaven  [  and  yet  his  ^irt 
after  the  new  triak,  with  nifb  fair  starched,  sleeked  and 
glhtering  like  a  pur  of  new  shoes,  marshalled  in  good 
order  with  a  setting  atkk,  aud  strut,  that  every  ruff  stood 
up  like  a  wafer.  A  side  [i.  e.  long]  gown  of  Kendal  green, 
tfler  the  freshness  «f  the  year  now,  gathered  at  the  neck 
with  ■  narrow  goiget,  bstened  afore  with  a  white  clasp 
and  a  keeper  close  up  to  the  chin  ;  but  eauly,  for  heat  to 
undo  whm  he  list  Seemly  begirt  in  a  red  caddis  girdle  t 
from  that  a  pair  of  capped  Sheffield  knives  hanging  a'  twa 

''  B«e  L  very  cnriona  "Letter:  whcuin,  pirtof  tbe  mteRtlnment 
untwt  Ibe  Queeni  HsIeMy,  M  EiUingw»rt)i  Cull,  la  Warwick 
Shier,  id  tliit  xMinerz  Progmi  157S,  It  •igsiSed,"  &c  bl,  L  Ito. 
vid.  p.  46,  &  »qq.  (PrisMdin  NicfaolB'i  Gif2«A'aiiD/QHMn  £Vui>- 
iert'i  Pngnimi,  to.  in  2  toIi.  ilo.)  We  hue  not  fqllowed  iTwve 
the  peculiu  md  sffected  orthognph j  of  Ihii  writer,  wlio  mt  uuned 
Ro,  Lanehim,  or  lather  Langliaiii. 
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Mts.  Out  of  hli  bOBom  drawn  forth  a  lappet  of  hu  nap- 
kin*, edged  with  a  Uue  lace,  and  marked  with  a  true  love, 
a  heart,  and  aD  tor  Dsmian,  for  he  was  but  a  batchelor 
jet. 

'  "  Hii  gown  had  aide  [i.  e.  long]  sleevei  down  to  mid' 
leg-,  riit  fivD)  the  ahoolder  to  the  hand,  and  lined  with 
white  cotton.  Hie  donblet-aleevea  of  black  worsted : 
opoQ  them  a  pair  of  pojneta',  of  tawnj  chamlet  laced 
along  the  wiiat  with  blue  threaden  pmuta,  a  wealt  towards 
the  hand  of  fustian-a-napes.  A  pair  of  red  neather  atoclu. 
A  pair  of  pnmpa  on  his  feet,  with  a  croas  cut  at  the  toes 
for  r«ma  ;  not  new  indeed,  jet  deanlj  blackt  with  aoot, 
and  ihining  as  a  ahoing  horn. 

"  About  his  neck  a  red  ribband  suitable  to  his  girdle. 
His  Aorp  in  good  grace  dependent  before  him.  His 
tenttf '  tved  to  a  green  )ace  and  hanging  bj.  Under  the 
gorget  of  hk  gown  a  (idr  Baggon  chun  (pewter'  for) 
silver,  as  a  Squire  SSnttrel  t^  Middleiex,  that  travelled 
the  country  thia  summer  season,  unto  fiuni  and  worahipful 
mens  houaefl.  From  hia  chain  hung  a  scutcheou,  with 
metal  and  colour,  reaplendant  upon  his  breast  of  the 
OBCient  trna  of  Islington." 

Tbna  minstrel  ia  deacribed  as  belonging  to  that  vill^e. 
I  suppose  auch  as  were  rettuned  bj  noble  families  wore 
the  arms  of  their  patrons  hanging  down  bj  a  silver 
chain',   as  a  kind  of  badge.     From   the   expression  of 

>  1. 1.  hiodkercliHf.    80  in  8h>kip«re'>  OtUIo,  punm. 
1  FeHi^H.  punti, 

'  Tbc  Taj,  m  »ae»,  with  *hkh  he  tuned  hiihirp. 

>  ThanadcTwiUnmanlMTthittlui  wunot  af»iZmuut»l,bnt 
mHj  oae  penontting  IhM  chuvctai ;  hii  anumeau  ilietefora  were 
oolj  such  H  tmhoH^y  Tepretented  those  of  ■  Tcnl  minitreL 

.  •  As  the  house  of  Harthumbeiluid  lud  udently  three  nunitRli 
attendiog  on  them  in  thrir  cutlei  in  Yorkahirt,  hi  the^  iiill  ntaio 
three  in  thdr  aerrico  ia  Northumberisnd,  who  we«c  Ihe  badge  ef  (he 


cnvfdb,  Google 


ivi  AH  EMAT  OK 

Squire  Hiiutrel  tbove,  we  mtj  conclude  tbere  were 
other  inferior  orders,  w  Yeomen  Muutrels,  or  the  like. 

This  miniire),  the  author  telb  ui  a  little  below,  "after 
three  lovrlj  courtMes,  cleared  bit  voice  with  a  bem  .  .  . 
and  .  .  .  wiped  hii  lipa  with  the  hollow  of  htg  hand  for 
filii^  bis  Dtpkb,  temjiered  a  ttriDg-  or  two  with  his  vrreti, 
and  after  a  IHtle  warbling:  on  his  Harp  for  a  prelnde, 
came  forth  with  a  solemn  song,  warranted  for  story  out 
of  King  Artbur*!  acta,"  &a, — This  song  the  reader  will 
find  printed  in  this  work,  tdI.  iii.  book  i.  no.  3. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century  tbis  class 
of  men  had  lost  all  credit,  and  were  sunk  so  low  in  the 
public  opinion,  that  in  the  39tb  year  of  Elizabeth',  a 
statute  was  passed,  by  which  "  Minstrels,  wandering 
abroad,"  were  included  among  "  rogues,  vagabonds,  and 
sturdy  beggars,"  and  were  aifjudged  to  be  pnnished  as 
suob.  This  act  seems  to  have  put  an  end  to  the  pro- 
fesuon  (b  b  2). 

VII.  I  cannot  conclude  tbis  account  of  the  ancient 
English  Minstrels,  without  remarking  that  tbey  are  moat 
of  them  represented  to  have  been  of  the  North  of  Eng- 
land. There  is  scwce  an  old  historical  song  or  hallad(rr) 
wber^n  a  minstrel  or  harper  appears,  but  be  is  chaiac- 


fiunilj  (m  u1t«  attemt  on  llie  rfgbt  smi),  snd  an  thiu  diitribuled, 
vis, — One  for  the  buimj  of  Pradhoe,  ind  two  for  the  buonj  of 
Rothburj.  TbcH  utend  the  cmirt-leeM  nod  Un  held  tar  the  lard, 
■od  p*f  their  sonusl  luit  snd  lenice  it  Alnwick  Cutle :  their  in- 
■tiumeBt  being  the  uieieDt  Nonbumbeilaad  bag-pipe  (rerj  different 
in  form  snd  ezecntion  &om  that  of  the  Scots  ;  being  unsller,  and 
btotrn,  not  with  the  hmtli,  but  with  i  lEnsll  pair  of  bellowi), 

Thi^  with  mu^  othor  Teanmbls  cnUomi  of  the  ucieDt  Lord 
Perayi,  ms  nrivBd  by  their  Uluatrions  repimentstiiea  the  lUe 
Dukasnd  DucheesonioitliDmberUiid. 

t  Anno  Dom.  1£97.    Yii.  Fult.  Stat.  p.  1110,  3S  Eliz. 
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terised,  by  w»y  of  emlnQQce,  to  We  been  "of  the  North 
Countrye*:"  and  indeed  the  preralence  of  the  northern 
dUect  in  such  compaeitions,  showi  that  thii  repmentn- 
tion  is  red '.  On  the  other  hand,  the  tcene  of  the  finest 
Scottith  ballads  is  laid  in  the  south  of  Scotland,  which 
•hould  seem  to  have  been  peculiarly  the  nureery  of  Scottish 
minatrels.  In  the  old  eong  of  Maggy  Lawder,  a  piper  It 
asked,  by  way  of  distinction.  Come  ie,frae  the  Border*? 

•  See  pp.  73,  73,  »er.  156, 180,  fte. 

1  Ginldui  Cimlvmni,  writiDg  in  tbf  reign  of  ICSng  Henry  IL, 
mentiDiit  a  ntj  Ditnardinury  bibit  or  propmdty,  which  then  pr»- 
Tilled  in  the  north  of  Bnglud,  beyond  the  Hnraber,  for  ^*  lympho- 
nioni  hnrmany"  or  riDgisg  "  in  two  puu,  Ihe  one  monnnring  ui  the 
lue,  ud  the  other  wubling  la  the  uaie  ar  treble."  (I  uk  Di. 
Burner'!  Tertian,  Tol.ii.  p.  103.)  Thit  he  deicnbei  u  pnctiied  hj 
their  rerj  children  from  the  endle^  snd  be  deriTei  it  from  the 
Dine*  [»  Dad  ngniSet  in  onr  old  wiiten]  uid  Narwegiuii,  vho 
liaig  oTer-nu  end  in  effect  new-peopled  the  Northern  pirU  of  Eo- 
glind,  where  ilene  thii  minner  of  einging  preruled.  (Tide  Cim- 
brin  DeKriptlo,  ap.  13,  lud  in  Bumej,  nbi  inprL^^inldn)  is 
probiblj  right  i>  lo  Ibe  origin  or  deririijon  of  tbi>  pnctice,  for  the 
Dinilh  ind  Icelandic  Scaldi  hid  cerried  the  >rti  of  Poetry  ind 
Snging  to  great  perfection  it  tliD  time  the  DiniBh  BeltlemenCa  were 
made  in  the  North.  And  it  will  ilso  help  to  »c«nint  fbr  the  rape- 
liortkilluidfiinieaf  oarnortlLemminstreli  ind  hirpen  iflerwBnl>, 
who  bid  proerred  ind  tniumitted  the  irtt  of  their  Scsldic  >n- 
ceetora.  See  NnrOur*  Antipiitia,  toI.  i.  c.  13,  p.  386,  ind  Fitt 
Piexi  ofRwae  Pinlry,  1763,  8to, — Corapire  the  origind  ptuuge  in 
OtnldQB,  u  giTen  by  Sir  John  Hawliine,  i.  408,  ind  by  Dr.  Bnmey, 
IL  108,  who  ire  both  U 1  lou  to  iccount  for  tbia  pecaliirity,  ud 
therefore  donbl  the  bet.  The  credit  of  Ginldui,  which  hath  been 
atuclud  by  eome  partial  and  bigoted  uitiqouiea,  the  reader  nill 
find  defended  in  tbat  leimsd  ud  enrioui  work,  **  Antiquities  of 
Iretud,  by  Edwud  Led>rich,  LL.D.  &c.,  of  Dublin,  1790,"  4ta. 
p.  207.  &  leqq. 

>  Thit  line  bong  quoted  from  memory,  and  given  a*  old  Scotliih 
poetry  b  now  omilly  printed  (we  Note  it  the  end  of  the  Oloeuiy), 
would  btTo  beeu  readily  corrected  by  the  copy  pabUihad  in  "  Scot- 
tiib  Soogi,  1794,"  2  ToU  13mo.  i.  p.  267,  thui  (though  ippareatly 
eorrupted  Ikim  the  Scoithh  idiom), 

**  LiTe  you  upo'  the  Border  f^ 
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— The  martial  apirit  conatantif  kept  up  and  eiercited 
near  the  frontier  of  the  two  Iciogrdoma,  ts  it  furniabed 
continual  sulgecia  for  tlieir  songa,  ao  it  inapired  the  ioha- 
bitftDta  of  the  ai^acent  counties  on  both  aides  with  the 
powera  of  poetrj.  B«udes,  aa  our  aouthem  metropolia 
miut  have  been  ever  the  acene  of  novelty  and  reSne- 
nient,  the  Dorthem  comitrieB,  m  being  most  ctiataut, 
trould  preserve  their  ancient  manners  longest,  and  of 
coarse  the  old  poetrf,  in  which  those  mannen  are  pecu* 
lUrljr  described. 

The  reader  vrill  observe  in  the  more  ancient  ballads  of 
this  collection,  n  cast  of  style  and  meaaure  verj  different 
from  that  of  contemporary  poets  of  a  higher  class  ;  many 
phrases  and  ItUoms,  which  the  minstrels  seem  to  have 
appropriated  to  themselves,  and  a  veryremarliable  licence 
of  varying  the  accent  of  words  at  pleasure,  in  order  to 
humour  the  flow  of  the  verse,  particularly  in  the  rhymes; 

Countria  harper  hsttel  morning 

LuJle  aing^T  dunial  loidng 

instead  of  couniry,  lady,  harper,  linger,  &C. — This  liberty 
is  but  sparingly  assumed  by  the  classical  poets  of  the 


"  Hi« 

"  Ye  live  npo'  ibe  Border," 
(he  better  to  favour  a  poiition,  that  many  of  the  Pipera  "  might  Utb 
upon  IhB  borior,  for  the  conveniency  of  altending  fun,  &e.  in  both 
kingdomg."  But  whoever  ii  acquainlml  with  that  patt  of  Englaad, 
kno«>  tliat  on  the  Engllih  Antler,  lude  mountiiDi  and  barren 
waaCei  reach  almoat  Kroai  the  ialand,  icnicelj  inhabited  bj  an;  bat 
nlitarj  shepherda,  muij'  of  whom  dunt  not  TOnturs  into  the  oppo- 
tile  border  on  account  of  the  ancient  feuda  and  tubaefaeni  digputei 
'  concerning  the  Debatable  lAnda,  wbicb  Kpanled  the  boundariea  of 
the  two  kingdoma,  aa  well  sa  tlie  eitata  of  the  two  great  familiei  of 
Percj  and  Dougltit,  till  iheae  diapatei  vers  lettled,  not  Inanj  ;ean 
rinee,  hj  arlotration  between  Ihe-pjiBaBfif  Lord  Douglas  and  the  late 
Duke  and  Dueheaa  of  Noitbumbeiland. 


■.  Gocii^lc 


THl   AMCIENt   HnrsTRELH.  lix 


niDB  age,  or  even  bj  the  latter  cotupoBen  of  benrical 
InlladB  1  I  tnean,  b;  such  u  profettedly  wrote  for  the 
preu.  For  it  ia  to  be  obaerred,  that  bo  long  ai  the  Mm> 
streU  sobnited,  they  aeem  never  to  have  deaigned  thdr 
rh,vinea  for  llterarj  publication,  and  probsblf  never  com- 
mitted them  to  writing  themselves  :  what  copies  are  pre- 
served of  them  were  doubtless  taken  down  Iroin  their 
mouths.  But  as  the  old  Hinstrels  graduallj  wore  out,  a 
new  race  of  Ballad- ivriten  succeeded,  an  inferior  sort  of 
minor  poets,  who  wrote  narrative  songs  merely  for  the 
press.  Instances  of  both  may  be  found  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth.  The  two  latest  pieces  in  the  genuine  strain 
of  the  old  minstrelsy  that  I  can  discover,  are  Nob.  iii.  and 
iv.  of  boolc  iii.  in  this  volume.  Lower  than  those  I  can- 
not trace  the  old  njode  of  writing. 

The  old  minstrel  ballads  are  in  the  northern  dialect, 
abound  with  antique  words  and  phrases,  are  eitremely 
incorrect,  and  run  into  the  utmost  licence  of  metre  ; 
the;  have  also  a  romantic  wildness,  and  are  in  the  true 
spirit  of  chivalry.  The  other  sort  are  written  in  eiacter 
measure,  have  a  low  or  subordinate  correctness,  some- 
times bordering  on  the  insipid,  yet  often  welt  adapted  to 
the  pathetic ;  these  are  generally  in  the  southern  dialect, 
exhibit  a  more  modem  phraseology,  and  are  commonly 
deacriptive  of  more  modern  manners.  To  be  sensible  of 
the  difference  between  them,  let  the  reader  compare  in 
this  volume  No.  iii.  of  t>ook  iii,  with  No,  li.  ofbook  ii. 

Towards  the  end  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  (as  is 
mentioned  above.)  the  genuine  old  minBtrelsy  seems  to 
have  been  extinct,  and  thenceforth  the  ballads  that  were 
produced  were  wholly  of  the  latter  kind,  and  these  came 
forth  in  auch  abundance,  that  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 
they  began  to  be  collected  into  little  raiscellanies,  under 
the  name  of  Garlands,  and  at  length  to  be  written  pnr- 
poMly  for  such  collectionB  (rr2). 
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P.S.  Bj  way  of  Poatacript,  should  follow  here  the  dis- 
cuiuoD  of  the  question  whettier  the  tenn  Miiulreh  wbs 
applied  in  English  to  Singere,  and  Conipoeera  of  Songs. 
&c.,  or  confined  to  Muiiciani  onlj.  But  it  ie  reserved 
for  the  concluding  note  (oa}. 


■.  Gocii^lc 


NOTES   AND  ILLUSTRATIONS 


THE  FOREGOING  ESSAY. 


(i)  The  Mimtlrdt,  j^.l  The  wati  Muutrd  does  not  ^ipeu 
to  )uTe  been  in  job  here  before  tiie  Nonnaa  coni;[neat ;  whereas 
it  bad  long  before  that  time  been  adopted  in  France  *•  Ml- 
HBTBSL,  ao  eariy  aa  the  eighth  ecotmy,  waa  a  title  girea  to 
the  JIf aoCro  di  Oiptfla  of  K.  Pepin,  the  father  of  Cbariemagae  ; 
and  afterwarde  to  the  CtofgiaBaB,  or  leader  of  taj  band  of 
anrieiana.  [TideBumey^  J7U.D/ifa«i#,ii.2S8.1  Thiaterm 
jtfflu^rv',  Mitiatrier,  me  thoa  eipreeaed  in  Latin,  Jf MifaBiu, 
JTmutnCu,  ifiirirfraZbii,  dfmoferaf&ii,  ftc.  [Tide  Olon.  Du 
Gauge,  ft  Supplem.] 

Heoage  derivcB  the  French  words  above  mentiraied  from 
ituMeniJit  or  Jfinuenwiw,  borbMona  Latin  terms,  oeed  in 
the  middie  ages  to  express  a  worianaa  ta  artiGeer,  (atill  called 
in  Langnedoc  ViiiiA^,)  aa  if  these  men  were  atjiled  Asn- 
IICKBI  or  Pebfobjubs  by  way  of  excellence.    [Vide  Dietitm, 

■  The  Angld-Saxoa  and  piiniuy  Enf^h  nunc  for  tliit  chuaeter 
wu  Oleanam  [tee  below.  Note  (i)  >ect.  1],  u  that,  wbererer  the 
tann  Mimtrti  ii  in  thsae  pagea  epplied  to  it  befoie  the  CoiH)iia«,  it 
mnat  be  nndeiitood  to  be  onlj  hj  inticlpatioit.  Another  cstIt 
name  for  tbia  profeuion  in  EngUih  wu  Joffder^  or  Joadar^  I^t* 
Joetlalor.  [See  p.  xxiill.  u  elw  note  (v  2),  and  note  (g).]  To 
ptsTent  Gonfbtioit,  we  haTO  chieflj  UHd  the  more  pmeral  word 
Miutnl!  which  (u  the  uilhor  of  the  ObMirT.  on  the  Sutntca 
hath  uggeeted  to  the  Editor)  might  bate  been  originallj  derived 
from  a  diminntiTe  of  the  Lat.  Miniiter :  kU.  Mimiltrdliit,  Mimt- 
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Btym.]  Bnt  the  origin  of  the  lume  U  given  perlups  more 
bnljr  by  DnCtoge:  "  H:NlstBLLl . . .  .quos  vulgoMeiKMrHi 
Tel  Mmalrien  ^ipeUarooB,  quod  ininoribiu  onlie  Mitidru 
■ooenureQtnr."  [QloiB.  It.  p.  768-]  Aocordingly,  we  are 
told,  iba  word  Miailter  is  BometinieB  lued  pro  JfiMuteUu, 
[ibid.]  uid  an  instance  is  produced  which  I  shall  insert  at 
large  in  the  next  paragraph. 

HioBtrela  sometimes  asnsted  at  divine  service,  as  appears 
from  the  record  at  the  9th  of  Edward  IV.,  quoted  above  in 
page  1,  bj  wbich  Haliday  and  others  are  erected  into  a  per- 
petual Gild,  &C.  See  the  original  in  RTmer,  xL  642.  By 
part  of  this  record  it  is  redted  to  be  their  dutj  "  to  pn^ 
(exomre :  which  it  is  presumed  thej  did  "by  aaaiBting  in  the 
chant,  and  musical  accompaniment,  fte.)  in  the  King's  ebapel, 
and  particularly  for  the  departed  souls  of  the  King  and  Queen, 
when  they  ahall  die,"  &e.  Ihe  same  also  t^peara  from  the 
pasaa^  in  the  Supplem.  to  Du  Conge,  alluded  to  above. 
"  MiHiBTBH  ....  pro  JUinwCeKai  Joeulstor*."  —  Vetus  Cere- 
moniale  MS.  B.  M.  deauratie  Tolos.  "  It^n,  etiam  congrega- 
buntnr  Piscatoras,  qui  debent  interesse  isM  die  in  proceanone 
cum  Jfinutrit  sen  Joculatoribua :  quia  ipci  Piscatores  leneutnr 
habere  isto  die  Joadatora,  seu  Mimm,  ob  konoran  Cnieit — at 
Todunt  primi  ante  proceesionem  cum  MinulrU  seu  JoculalO- 
riboB  semper  pulaandbos  osque  ad  Eocleuam  S.  Slephani." 
[Gloss.  773.]  This  may  perhaps  account  for  the  clerical  sp- 
pesrance  of  the  Minstrels,  who  seem  to  have  been  dislii^uisbod 
by  tlie  Toatan,  which  was  <me  of  the  inferior  m&rtu  of  the 
clerical  chszacter*.    Thus  Gieol&ey  of  Honmouth,  spealung 

*  JfMUtert  leemt  to  be  uaed  for  Miiatnit  in  the  AccoddI  of  the 
Inthroniutjou  of  Abp.  Neville  (An.  G  Bdw,  IV.).  "TUan  ill  tlie 
Chifdyni  unit  nj  grace,  and  the  Maiden  do  ling." — Tide  Leluidl 
Collectaiua,  by  Heune,  voL  vi.  p.  13. 

■  It  bu,  howevn,  been  Bii|g[e>ted  to  the  Editor  by  the  leamed 
and  ingenioni  author  of  **  Iriih  Antiquitlu,"  4t<i.,  that  the  BncienC 
JWiinti  among  the  Romiui  bad  their  faeadi  and  beards  sbaTen,  as  <* 
shown  bj  Sslmaum  in  Notii  ad  Hist.  Augnit.  Scriptores  VI.  Paris, 
ItSm,  fol.  p.  385.  8o  that  thia  peculiarity  had  a  clasncsl  origin, 
though  it  aAervudi  might  mshe  the  Minstrels  sometimei  pass  far 
Eccleiisstia,  as  appears  from  the  Inituce  given  below.   Dr.  Bursey 
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of  one  whouted  the  put  of  ■  Hiiutrel,  uys, "  Baeit  eq)Ulo« 
HUM  et  Inrbun."  (9ae  note  i.)  Agvu,  k  writet  in  the  icign 
of  Elimbeth,  dflMribiog  the  Iwbit  of  an  uicietit  Minetrel, 
■peaks  of  hiH  head  aa  "  rounded  Tonater-wiBO,"  (which  I  Ten- 
tore  to  read  Toninre-wiBe,)  "  hia  beard  imogly  ihaTen."    See 

It  mast,  however,  be  obao'ced,  that  notwilhitanding  foeh 
el«rieal  appearance  of  the  Minstreli,  ind  though  th^  might 
be  sometiines  ooantenanced  by  auch  of  the  dergy  as  went  of 
more  relaxed  mOTala,  their  aportiTe  talmti  rendered  them 
geneiall;  obnoiioaa  to  the  more  rigid  eoclesiastica,  and  to 
■uch  of  the  religioua  ordera  aa  were  of  more  aerere  diaeipliiw; 
whoae  wriiiugs  commonly  abound  with  heavy  complaiota  of 
the  great  encouragement  shown  to  thooe  men  by  the  prinwt 
and  noblea,  and  who  can  aeldom  afford  them  a  better  name 
than  that  of  Sxmt,  FaauHei,  iftbulonn,  \a.,  of  whioh  inno- 
merahle  inatanoea  may  be  seen  in  I>u  Cuige.  It  was  even  an 
catabliahed  order  in  «ome  of  the  munoateriea,  that  no  Minatrel 
■honld  ever  be  saffkred  to  enter  the  ^tes'. 

We  have,  however,  innumerable  partieulara  of  the  good 
liieer  and  great  rewitds  given  to  the  Hinitrela  in  many  of 
the  convents,  which  are  collected  by  T.  Warton  (L  91,  t-c) 
and  othera.  But  one  instance,  quoted  (mm  Wood's  Hal. 
Aatiq.  Univ.  Ox.  i.  67,  (anb  an.  I9S4,)  deeerves  partknlar 
mention.  Two  itinerant  prieats,  on  a  nippoeition  of  their 
being  Man  or  Xtnitrtlt,  gidned  admittance.  But  the  oellsfer, 
sacrist,  and  others  of  the  brethren,  who  hod  hoped  to  have 
been  ratertained  by  their  diverting  arta,  &o.,  when  they  bond 

tellt  Di  that  Hiitrhmei,  and  Himi,  abounded  in  Fnnce  in  the  time 
of  Charlemigne  (ii.  321 ),  »  that  their  profemon  wu  handed  down 
la  regnlu  lucceidon  from  the  time  of  tbe  Rddimii,  sod  therewith 
ums  leading  diitinctioni  of  their  b>bl(  or  appearance;  yet  irith  a 
change  in  their  arta  of  pleaaing,  which  latterly  were  moit  confined 

•  Tet  la  81.  Maiy't  church  st  Beverley,  one  of  (he  colomnt  hath 
thia  luieription :—"  Thyi  Pillar  made  the  Mynitrylli:"  bavjag  Ita 
ca[HtaI  decoimted  with  Bgurea  of  five  men  in  ahort  coaM;  oooef. 
whom  holdt  an  istUumeiit  letembling  a  lute.  See  Sir  J.  Htwhhia, 
Hill.  ii.  298. 
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appointed  of  their  mirth,  beat  tbem,  and  tiinied  them  out  of 
the  modutat;.  (Ibid.  p.  93.)  Tha  passage  famiahes  aa  addi- 
tioiiAl  proof  tliat  t,  mioatrel  might,  byhisdreaa  or  appeanuice, 
be  miatakeD  for  an  ecdeaiaatic. 

(b)  Tin  MindrdtiamHinetry  aiidai!tian,aitdoAervuaiuBf 
divtrting,  ^a.]  It  is  obaerrable,  that  our  old  monkigh  historians 
donotuae  the  words  Caniaior,(Mumediu,Miuie%i,or  the  like, 
toexpreesa  Minstrel  in  Latin,  bo  frequently  as  Jftfflw,91i(rtc, 
JoeiUaMr,  or  aome  other  word  that  implies  gesture.  Hence  it 
miglit  be  inferred,  that  the  Minatreia  set  off  their  songs  with 
all  the  arta  of  ge«ticulatioa,  &c. ;  or,  according  to  the  ingeniooa 
hypotheaia  of  Dr.  Brown,  united  the  powers  of  melody,  poem, 
and  dance.    [See  hia  HiHory  of  the  Eke  itfPoary,  jit.] 

Bat  indeed  all  the  old  writera  deectibe  them  aa  eierdung 
variooa  arta  of  this  kind.  Joiniille,  in  hla  Life  of  Si.  Leaii, 
speaks  of  some  Armenian  Minstrels,  who  were  very  dexterona 
tombleis  and  poatare-maalerB.   "  Avcc  le  Prince  vinreat  trois 

Meneatriers  de  la   Grande  Hyermenie   (Armenia) ot 

avoient  troia  eora.  —  Qoand  ils  encommenceoient  a  corner, 

V0U8  disaiei  que  ce  sont  tea  loix  de  cygnea, et  fesoient 

lea  plus  doueee  melodiea.^IU  feeoient  trois  merveilleua  taiu, 
car  on  leur  metoit  une  tonutle  deaoua  lea  picz,  et  tonmoient 
lout  debout ....  Les  deux  toumoient  les  testes  arieme,"  &c 
(See  the  eitnct  at  large,  in  the  Hon.  D.  Barrington'a  Obierva- 
tioHi  OH  lie  Anc.  SlaHUet,  tto.  2d  edit.  p.  273,  omitted  in  the 
last  impresmon.] 

This  nuy  also  account  for  that  remarkable  clause  in  the 
press-warrant  of  Henry  VI., "  De  MiniatialUa  propter  sohitium 
Regis  providendis,"  by  which  it  is  required,  that  the  boys,  to 
be  provided  "in  arte  Ministrallatlla  instruetos,"  should  also 
be  "  membris  naturalibua  elegantes."  See  alwTe  page  xUx, 
(Obaerv.  on  the  Anc.  Stat.  4th  edit  p.  33J.) 

Although  by  Minstrel  waa  properiy  underatood,  in  Engliah. 
one  who  anng  to  the  harp,  or  aome  other  inetrument  of  muuc, 
vHCsas  composed  by  himaelf  or  othen  ;  yet  the  term  was  alao 
applied  by  our  old  writers  to  such  aa  professed  either  muuc 
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w  Biiiging  BepazBtely,  and  f«clme»  to  (oeh  h  pnetiied  ■dj'  of 
the  ^lortiTe  ut*  cooiiM(«d  with  ttwM*.     Hmie,  howerer, 

being  the  lexlmg  ide«,  «ui  >t  langth  pemilurlj'  etUai  Uin- 
strelay,  uid  the  name  of  Hioatnl  >t  1m(  eoofiiwd  to  the 

In  the  Frenoh  hngumge  all  theae  art*  were  includad  luder 
the  geaeial  mqw  of  Mamtraaiiit,  Menatrmidm,  Jonyleru,  &c. 
[Med.  Lat  MauMlorum  An,  An  JocmiaUna,  &e.]— "On 
peut  Gomprendre  aona  le  bom  de  JoH^ene  tout  ce  qui  oppar' 
tient  aux  aneieiiB  cbaoBODiiien  ProreupHia,  Noroiaiida,  Fi- 
cardi,  dec.  Le  enp*  de  la  Jongleiie  abut  fbmrf  dee  IVmiMra, 
ou  IVcxiiadoara,  qui  oi  '      ~ 

quels  i]  y  aToit  dea  It 
IlalU ;  dea  OmMiitn,  ou  Ci(tiHt«r»,  qui  a 
toient  cea  compoaitiona  ;  dea  Ccmttitn  qui  faiaoiant  en  rera  oa 
en  proae  lea  contea,  lea  reeita,  lea  hiatoirea  ;  dee  JongUart  ou 
MtiutrtU  qui  aeeompaguoiail  de  lenra  inatnuneiita. — L'art 
de  ces  Chutxee  on  Chajuuniuers,  etoit  naming  la  Scienee  Gaie, 
Gag  Saber."  (Pref.  AuAolagie  Pranf.  17611,  8>o,  p.  17.)— S«b 
aUo  the  enriouB  Fmichet,  (Z>ri  P  Orig.  de  la  Lang.  Ft.  p.  73,  $*) 
"  BieQ  toet  ^ires  la  diviraoD  de  oe  gnod  empire  Fnit9ins  en 
lant  de  petita  rajaaineB,  duchez,  et  comtej,  a«  lieu  dea  Foelea 
oommencerent  a  ae  faire  cogntHalre  lea  TVmwmi,  et  Ckaii- 
temi,  Cotiioitn,  et  Jit^iimn :  qui  aont  I^ouvenn,  CSianttea, 
Contonia,  Jon^eun,  ou  Jugleuia,  c'eat  i  dira,  MoK^rien 
chautana  avec  la  Tiole." 

We  lee,  thavthat  JongUar,  Jtijttm;  (Lat.  Jocaiator,  Jttgla- 
tor,)  waa  a  peculiar  name  t^i^optiatod  to  the  MiiMtrela. 
"  Lea  Jon^eun  ne  fuaraent  que  chanter  lea  poenea  ear  lenn 
inetiumena.  On  lea  appelloit  aoaai  Matalrdi :"  aaya  Punle- 
ntlle,  in  hie  HiMt.  du  TUtA.  Fraitf.,  prefixed  to  hia  Life  of 
Comeille. 

(c)  SaManm  a/  (1«  aiNwnt  Bardt.^  That  the  Minatrele  in 
manj  reepecta  bore  a  atrong  reaembluiGe  both  to  the  Britiali 
Barde  and  to  the  Damsh  Scalds,  appears  bom  thia,  that  the 
old  monldah  writers  expreea  them  alt,  without  distinction,  by 

•  Tide  infra,  DDle<AA). 
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the  Bsioe  nunes  in  La^.  TIidi  OnoltHTy  of  MDnmouth,  hiio- 
B^  a  Welihinaii,  Bp«akii^  of  an  old  pagan  Bri^h  king,  who 
excelled  in  einging  and  miuic  w  fitr  M  to  be  eeteemed  by  his 
coutrynieii  the  patmn  deit^  of  the  Bards,  ai«a  the  phrase 
Dm  Jormlatonm ;  which  is  the  peculiar  name  gjven  to  the 
English  and  French  MiustrelB*.  In  like  manner,  William' 
MalmeBbnry,  Rpeaking  of  a  Danish  king's  assuming  the  pro- 
fession of  a  Scald,  eipreBSes  it  by  Profiwm  3fii>iiiM ;  wliich 
WW  another  name  given  to  the  Minstrels  io  Middle  Ladnity'. 
Indeed  Du  Cange,  in  his  Glossary,  quotes  a  wiita',  who 
positiTely  BBSerts  that  the  Minstrels  of  the  middle  ages  wen 
the  same  with  Hie  ancient  Bards.  I  shall  gire  a  large  extraet 
&om  this  learned  gicasogTapher,  aa  he  relates  many  canoas 
particulars  concerning  the  profesdoD  and  arts  of  the  Minstrels; 
whom,  after  the  monks,  he  stigmatizes  hy  the  name  of  Sear' 
fW ;  though  he  acknowledges  their  songs  often  tended  to 
inspire  virtue. 
"  Hiniat«lli,  dicti  pnesertim  Seurra,  Minu,  Joenhtores." 


duntaxat  Indieris  obleetare,  sed  et  eormn  but 
adeoqae  ipeomm  prindpum  landiboB,  non 
cum  oantiienia  et  mnfflcis  instrmnontis  demnloere  .... 

"  Interdom  etiam  virorum  insignium  et  heroum  gesls,  sut 
erpiioata  et  jocnnda  nairatione  commemorabant^  out  suavi 
Tods  infleiiooe,  fidibnsqne  decantabant,  quo  sic  dmnjnorum, 
csetcrominque  qui  his  intererant  Indieris,  Dobilium  animos  ad 


aonenderent :  qaod  fait  olim  apud  GSallos  Bardomm  mini*- 
terinm,  nt  auctar  est  Tadtos.  Neqne  enim  alios  k  MirndtUU, 
Teterum  Grsllorum  Bardot  fuisse  pinribus  probat  Henricu 
Talesins  ad  15  Ammiani Cbionicon  Bertrandi  Gues- 

"  Q,ai  reut  avoir  renom  des  bans  et  des  vaillaiis 
II  doit  aler  soUTent  a  la  pluie  et  au  chainpa 
Et  eatre  en  la  bataille,  aiusy  que  {d  Rollans, 
Lea  Qnatre  Fila  Haimon,  et  Charlon  li  plos  grans, 

•  Vide  nolet  (b)  (i)  (g).  >  Vide  note  (n). 
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Li  das  Uma  de  Bonrgo,  et  Gmom  d«  Csnnuu, 
Forcevkl  li  Qabu*,  Luieelot,  el  Tiuluu, 
Akxuidni,  ArtDB,  Oodbot  li  Sanhmi, 
De  qocif  db  UnnRauM.foDt  le«  mMes  HoMun." 

"  Ifiootwra  de  Bnu«  deecribetw  ■olenne  ooiiTiviiiiii,  quo  po*l 
iDaogoratioDein  nuun  prooens  exoepit  Lad.  VIII.  rex  Frao- 
conini,Mt  inter IpBuncouviTu^ipantiuii,  in  nwdiampTo^lHe 
Mitnnm,  qui  regis  loudes  ad  c/thuua  decwitevit." — 
Onr  autlwr  then  givei  the  lines  mt  length,  which  begin  thui, 
"  J>aniqiie  foTent  geniam  guuAli  mnnere  Btuichi, 
Nectare  conumxto  cuma  remoTeatfi  Ljbbo 
PrindpiB  It  fceie,  dthana  oeleberrimua  arte 
Amurgit  Uimos,  an  mwdca  quem  deeonvit. 
Hie  ergo  chorda  r«eonante  mbintulit  ieta  : 
Inclyte  Fez  regum,  probltatiB  atemmate  vemuiB, 
Qaem  vigor  et  lirtos  extollit  in  nthera  famtt,"  &c. 
Tbe  Beat  may  be  leen  in  Da  Cange,  who  thoa  pTMMda, "  Hitto 


•  onjuBBodi 

n  (htU/mam  EcUaadi  appellat  Will  Mafanaab.  Hb.  a— 
I,  Ub.  4.  de  Mirac.  S.  Braed.  c.  37.  '  Taota  nav 
litaa . .  1  nt  Botrram  m  praandare  faaersnt,  qoi  mnnco 
ato  re*  fbrtitar  gaataa  et  priomm  belU  pneoinemt, 
kS  the  writar  ma  a 


Tbia  vwd  aswro,  OC  aoiiM  one  aimilar,  is  Tepnaeuled  in 
tha  QlaMariea  aa  theploper  meaning  of  Z^«aaitDr,  (Fr.  Lamnv,} 
the  anoieot  term  bj  which  Hie  Hinatoel  appeals  to  be  ex- 
preaaed  in  the  giant  to  Dutton,  qaoted  aLora  in  page  xlii 
On  tlua  head  I  ahall  prodnoe  a  Ter]'  euiicna  paaaage,  which  ia 
twice  qnoted  m  Dn  Ganged  Oloaaar]'  (ae.  ad  verb.  Haneatd- 
taa  et  ad  vezb.  Leeatos).  —  "ndUppiia  HomkM  in  Philip. 
Aug.  Sngil  Candnm  U.  ProviiMie  oomttatom  Senrtlt  (t  MiiBi* 
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"  <)iur  qunt  U  bnem  Roia  Kariemugna 
Ot  tonte  miia  m  son  jemaiiM 
Fiorenee,  qui  mult  iert  plentiTe 
De  viuB,  de  bail,  d'  ugue,  de  rive, 
A*  Lbccodu  aa  Memwibeub 
(^  aoot  kuqoec  luxurieu* 
Le  dtmna  loole  et  departi." 

(d)  73<  PoK  <Md  tt<  ^tMtral  (iiriy  wlA  at  iMoau  too  fWnoM.] 
The  word  Scald  comprehended  both  oharaolera  among  the 
Dmim,  noc  do  1  know  tlut  they  had  an;  peenliar  name  t<x 
Ntber  of  them  sepalMe.  But  it  »M  aot  to  with  the  Anglo- 
Saxons.  They  called  a  poet  Beeop,  and  LeoVpj'hla :  the 
laat  of  these  cornea  from  Leoti,  a  song  ;  and  the  former  an- 
awen  to  oni'  old  vord  Maker  (Gr.  IIuiirt|c))  being  derived 
from  Scippan  or  Sccopan,/onnara,  fiaKre,jimgert,  cnon  {Amg. 
toahape).  Aa^the  Minstrel,  th«j  diatingoiihed  faim  by  the 
pecnliar  ^pellatiau  of  Uigiaaii,  and  periiape  by  the  more 
rimple  title  of  Uoqipepe,  Harper.  [SeebelDW,NoteB(H)(i)]. 
This  laat  title,  at  least,  U  often  given  toa  UinsOel  by  obi 
most  ancient  English  rhymiata.  See  in  this  wori^  toL  L  p.  78) 
&c.  vol.  iii.  book  L  no.  7,  &c. 

(b)  MiMdnlt  ...attkt  lumut  ^  Hu  gnat,  j^.]  Do  Cai^ 
affirms,  that  in  the  middle  ages  the  ooorta  of  prinoea  swanned 
so  mnch  with  this  hind  otmen,  and  each  large  anms  wei«  ex- 
pended in  maintaining  and  rewarding  them,  that  they  often 
drained  the  royal  treaanriea :  eqie^ally,  he  addt^  ot  msb  a» 
were  delighted  with  their  flatteriea  ("  pmeertim  qni  ejnsDiodi 
Ministellonnn  aaaentatiombns  delectabantnr").  He  then  otm- 
fiims  his  aaaertioD  by  seTeral  paasagea  oat  of  monastic  writers, 
who  aharply  inWgh  agamat  this  extraraganee.  Of  th«ae  I 
ahall  here  select  raily  tme  or  two,  which  show  what  kind  of 
rewards  were  bestowed  on  theae  old  Songsters. 

"  Rigordns  de  GeeUs  Philippi  Aog.  ann.  IISB.  Com  in 
'    ~      1,  &«qnena  tnrli*  Uiattio- 
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it,  nt  ab  ria  minnii,  argentiim,  equot,  aea 
twlft',  qnoe  psnaepe  matu^  consuevenmt  prindpes,  &b  «ia 
eitorqueuil,  veria  ioeuUloru  Tirfia  Kdnl&tiombiia  plsn&  pro- 
hrre  nituntnr.  Et  nt  uugia  ptownt,  qoieqiiid  ds  ipsii  prin- 
dpibua  prob&tnlHer  lln^  poteat,  videlicet  omoen  deliliaa  et 
l^Kires,  et  vien  dignma  orbuutltM  et  ctBterttB  inepluB,  taltillMl- 
tibiu  buccu  in  medinia  eraotare  ana  embescnnt.  Vidimna 
qnondun  qnosdun  piincipea,  qui  vata  din  excogitatiB,  et 
VBriis  flomm  picturstionibiiB  utificiasi  etabontu,  pro  qoibos 
tama  SO  vel  30  nwrcM  Brgenli  oonaDinpserant,  TJi  lerolntiB 
■eptemdiebBS,fi«tr)(wi6iii,miiuHtriBduU](>li,sdpriiiuiD  vocem 
d^iisa,"  fte. 

The  curionis  reader  mAf  find  a  rinular,  thongfa  at  the  same 
dme  a  more  eaoiUd  aeconat,  in  tbat  most  ezceUent  writer, 
Fmid.  Fuidnt  [Beaidl  it  la  Lang.  Fr.  p.  73),  who  sa^  that, 
like  the  andent  Greek  Aniat, "  Nee  TTOUTerree,  aiiwi  que 
eenx  la,  prenana  lenr  eabjeet  mr  lea  filta  dee  ToiUui*  (qnlle 
qq)eUoyent  Geete,  veiiaot  de  Gt^a  Lutin)  allojent . . .  per  lea 
eons  rejooir  lea  Princea  . .  .  Remportam  dea  gnndn  recom- 
pmeeB  dea  aeignenTB,  qui  bien  aonvent  leur  doDnojeot  JDaqnea 
ni  nbet  qn^ls  aToyent  Teataes  :  et  leeqnelles  cm  Jugleoura 
Ke  fiiUojesit  de  porter  sux  anirea  mmn,  k  iin  d'iiiTiter  les 
■dgneniB  a  psieille  liberality.  Ce  qui  a  dur^  ai  longnement, 
qn*!!  me  xmmeiit  arcir  cm  Martin  Baraton  (ja  viel  Hmeetrier 
d'Orleana),  leqnel  am  feeta  et  nopeee  batoit  nn  tabonrin 
d*Brgent,  Bem<  de*  plaqaes  anaei  d'arg^it,  gnTeee  dea  armoi- 
riea  da  oenx  a  qni  il  avoit  appria  a  dmutr," — Here  we  see  that 
a  minaCrel  aomotiniea  performed  tlie  fonction  of  a  danring- 

Fonteoella  eien  givea  oa  to  understand,  that  these  men 

*  Tlie  HiEUtnli  ia  ^uce  were  recHTed  wilh  grett  mBgnifluuce 
In  cbe  14ili  uutoij.  Fmiiiul,  dsKiibing  a  ChiiitmH  entertain- 
meat  giTcn  bf  the  Comte  de  Foix,  tella  ni,  Ibit "  then  were  muj 
Hjmttreli,  u  wall  sf  hyi  own  m  af  (tnoogen,  ud  eicbe  of  them 
djd  tteir  derOTte  ID  their  bcullieL  The  ume  day  the  Erie  of 
Foil  (ue  to  Huwildi  lod  Hiogtrella  the  wim  of  ^/Jm  iimdr^ 
fimAa :  ud  giTe  to  the  Duke  of  Tonnjni  Mjiutrela  Gowan  of 
Clothe  of  Gold  fnired  with  Ennjne  valned  U  two  hnndred 
Fnnkea."— B.  iH.  e.  31,  Eag.  Truu.  Lond.  1S25.  [Mr.  C.) 
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were  often  rewMded  with  layoon of  K  Uill  higher  kind.  "ltt» 
priDoeeaea  at  lea  pluignndee  d*m««  7  joigncaent  Bonveot  lean 
fiiTenn.  Ellas  etoieut  fort  fiublea  contre  lee  beMix  equiM." 
—Bitt.  du  Thiol.  We  ore  not  lo  w<i<ider,  then,  tbu  this  pn>- 
tetKtia  shotild  be  foUowed  b;  men  ol  tb»  fint  qoslit;,  partMi- 
larty  the  yoonger  Hons  kud  brotben  of  great  homes.  "  Tel 
qui  par  lea  pgctagee  de  sft  fUoille  n'avoit  qne  1*  moltU  ou  Is 
qusrt  d'une  vienx  ohatnox  bien  seigtisarial,  alloit  qaslqas 
tempB  courir  le  monde  en  nmsnt,  et  revenoit  Mqneiir  le  MSts 
deChstesu."-'F(aitenelle,£ut.  da  Ttiiat.  We  see,  tlien,th»t 
there  km  do  improbshle  fiction  in  those  soeient  songs  sud 
ranunoes,  which  are  fonnded  on  the  8tor]r  of  minstrels  bwng 
beloved  by  kings'  daaghters,  &o.,  and  discovering  themselTee 
to  be  the  sou  of  some  sovereign  prinee,  &c. 


(f)  The  hononrs  and  rewardji  lavished  upon  the  Minatrds 
were  not  confined  to  the  Continent.  Our  own  countrTman 
Johannes  Sarisbuiiensis  (in  the  time  of  Heni^  II.)  deeUiiBB 
no  less  than  the  monks  abroad,  against  the  extravagant  &vouf 
ehowQ  to  these  men.  "  Noa  enim  more  nugatomm  ejus  aacnli 
in  HUtrioaei  et  Minun,  et  hnjusmodi  monstra  hominum,  oh 
famsB  red«nptionem  et  dilstationem  nominis  efi'iindilia  opes 
vestras,"  &&     [Epist.  247'.] 

The  monks  seem  to  grudge  ever;  set  of  munificenee  that 
was  not  applied  to  the  benefit  of  themselves  and  their  oon- 
vents.  They  therefore  bestow  great  sppUusea  npon  the  Em- 
peror Henry,  who,  at  his  marriage  wiUi  Agnes  of  Foicton,  in 
1044,  disappointed  Che  poor  Minstrels,  and  sent  tiiem  aw^ 
empty.  "  Infinitam  Histrionom  et  Joonlatomm  multitadinem 
sme  cibo  et  mnneribaa  vacnam  et  miBCeDtem  sbire  penniait 
(Chronic.  Virtzihurg.)  For  which  I  doubt  not  hot  he  was 
■ufEeieDtly  stigmatized  in  the  aooga  and  bsUads  of  those  timca. 
Vid.  Dd  Ckoge,  Gloss,  torn.  iv.  p.  771,  &c. 

(a)  Tie  tumaU  of  Ae  Anglo-Saivm  are  Konlj  and  d^»etiu.i 

Of  the  few  histories  now  remaining  that  were  written  before 

the  Norman  oonqnest,  almost  all  are  sacb  short  and  naked 

sketches  and  abridgments,  ^ving  only  a  condse  and  general 

•  Et  vide  PolicTsticon,  ap.  viiL  &c. 
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nlulmiof  Ac  mare  rNnaTfc*ble«*«i]W,thM«ni«e«i);  of  ttis 
Dibiite  dreamWaattri  partionbn  ira  to  be  trnmi  in  then  ; 
nor  do  dw;  iMrdlj'  vrer  dMO«nd  to  >  dHBripttSD  of  the  ma- 
toDu,  DuoiBen,  or  domestic  enmom;  of  thsir  coiinbTinai. 
The  8aKon  QinmiiiU,  for  instance,  vhieh  ia  the  best  of  thsm, 
and  npcn  smie  aceonnti  extremdy  Talnable,  u  almost  snch  an 
epitome  la  LnoiaB  Flonu  and  EatmpioB  have  laft  ui  of  tiie 
Roman  biatorj.  Ai  for  Ethalward,  hia  book  is  judged  to  be  an 
imperfecttraiialationaf  the  Saxon  Chronicle';  and  the  PiMifa- 
Auer,  or  Cbroniole  of  Sb  Neot,  is  a  poor  defective  perfonn- 
anee.  How  absiird  would  it  b«,  then,  to  argue  against  the 
existence  of  customs  or  laota,  from  the  utenoe  of  aooh  wanty 
records  as  these  I  Whoever  would  carry  his  researchee  deep 
into  that  period  of  history,  might  safely  plead  the  excuse  of  a 
learned  writer,  who  had  particularly  studied  the  Anle-N'orman 
hialarians.  "  Conjectoris  (licet  nuaqnam  Tariumili  funda- 
nuDb})  aliquDties  iudulgemus  . . .  utpote  ab  Hiatoricia  jejune 
nhnia  et  IndiUgenter  res  noatraa  tractantibns  coacti  . . ,  Moatti 
. . .  nudl  fadomm  oommemorabone  plerumqne  oontenti,  re- 


eunt"  Vide  ptnn  in  Pral^t.  ad  mix.  Titam  \  Spelman. 
Ox.  167S.  fol. 

(■)  JfiMtnlt  amA  Hatjitn.i  That  die  Harp  {(Mara)  was 
tk«  Mmmon  musical  instnanent  o(  the  AnglO'^axons,  m^ht 
ba  inferred  from  the  very  won!  itself,  which  is  not  derived 
from  the  Britisli,  or  any  other  Cdtie  language,  bnt  of  goinine 
Gothic  original,  and  oorrent  among  every  bnuch  of  that  peo- 
ple, vii.    Ang,   Sax.    Heaup^  He^pa.      Iceland,    ftaTfa, 

jjkmtrya.    Din.  and  fieig.  I^rft.    Germ.  ftwflU,  HwrtfOu 

Oal.  Earpt.  Span.  Harpa.  Ital  jlrpa.  [Vid.  Jun.  Etym. — 
Menage  Etym.  &o.]  As  aiao  tnim  this,  that  the  word  Heapp« 
la  constantly  used,  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  versions,  to  expresa 
the  Latin  words  dlAoni,  Lyra,  and  even  CjminJwa ;  the  word 
Pteimit  itself  being  SDmetimea  tiwulated  Heajip  (wis,  Harp 
8opj.    [fflosB.  Jun.  H.  apnd  Lye  Anglo-Sax.  Lexiv,] 

■  Tide  N)celto[i'>  Bof,  HliU  Lib.  kc. 
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But  ^  bet  itwtf  ii  pcMitlTely  pioTBd  b;  ths  uprw  tMti- 
mai;  of  B«d«,  who  talk  m  UtM  it  ma  naul  M  fccdnl  iim(> 
inp  for  this  uuamiirat  to  be  handed  t«uid,  Mtd  Meb  of  ths 
aUDpany  to  mag  to  it  id  his  tnin.  See  his  HiM.  Entm.  Atfter. 
lib.  ir.  c  a,  where,  'qwkldag  trf  tbnr  laared  post  foAmrt^ 
who  lived  in  the  time*  of  the  Heplandif  (oh.  eirc.  680},  he 
wp.:— 

"  Nihil  imqaam  Mvoli  et  ■apeFracai  poenwti*  been  potidt ; 
■ed  ea  tantummodo,  que  ad  religionem  perttatBit,  religionn 
ejus  liiipuuii  decelwot.  Siqnidem  ia  b^iitn  seeciilari,  nsqaa 
ad  tempcom  prorectiraii  ntatia  constitntoa,  nil  CumiiHioi 
diqaaods  didieerat.    Undo  iKHiiianqiiaai  in  oonTirio,  oiun 


"  He  . .  nviTie  Dohc  Impui^   ne  ibelef  leo^  ■py]vxaiy  ne 
He  , ,  never    no      leaunga,  nor    idle     aonga  oompoie  DS 
nuhcc.        ac       epie     &       in  ISa  Se    eo  mftjeaKfjt 
might ;  but  lo  !  onl/  those  things  wliich  to  religion  [piet]'] 
belnmpMi.   t    iaf  Ka   ^xjxan  CimSaD  sebsfcnobe  pngan  : 

belong,    and  his  thm    ^ons     tongue      became     to  sng : 
UMq-  he  jt         man  in  |ieopofc-habe       "StV"^  ^  ^ 

He  was  the  [a]  man  in  woridlf  [seonlat]  state  set  to  the 
Elbe  Se  hepB|-of  sel^febpe  ilbt.  "]  hen(an>e>mS 
time  inwbicbhewasof  anadvaDoedage  ;  and  be  nerer  ai^ 
leo^  sdeojmobe.  t  he  ja\ipi)a  OfC  m  sebeoprape 
song  learned.  ,  And  he  theiefbre  on  in  an  entertaimnent, 
Sonne  ^Smp  ymj  bhjre  mnnsa  s^^^dm^ 
when  there  was  for  merriment-sake     adjudged  [or  decreed] 

'f     bi    ealle  jceolban    Vuph    enbeb^pbnejre  be 
tbattbe;  AU.     sboald   thrangh     their  tnins    bj  [to  thej 
h«q>pan  pn^an.  Vonne  he  S'reah  iSa  ^esfi{«n  hmi  neaWioaw, 

HiBF     aiNQ ;    when  be    saw    the    zibf    him  approaeb. 


ifdb,  Google 


roEEGOiNO  xasAT.  Ixxiii 

fioaoe  tp»T  ^'  P>P  ro^Miie  n<*»  ^•■*  Ti"^-    1    !>*■■>  <*>^ 
tlKu  aroaahe  lOB  num  bun  tba  (appcA-ituidbcoieyode 

)»  hir  hure." 
[went]  to  his  boow. 

Bed.  Hit.  Eei.  i  SuMt,  Ouita]].  1783,  fol.  p.  W7- 
In  this  Teraon  of  Alfred's  it  U  observable,  (1)  that  be  but 
eX-preased  the  Lotiii  word  canton,  by  the  Anglo-Suion  woids 
"  be  beappao  pusan,"  mg  to  (Ic  Iwrp,  u  if  they  were  syno- 
njiaoaB,  or  aa  it  hii  countrymeD  had  no  idea  of  singing  nnac- 
eofBpanied  with  the  baip  :  (2)  that  when  Bede  limply  sayi, 
turgebata  nniU  onui, he>SBignBami>tiTe,"^u^fop  jteaiat" 
ixnu  far  ikcme :  th&t  is,  ^ther  bom  an  siuterity  (J  mumeis, 
or  from  bljB  bwDg  deflcieot  in  ui  McompliahmenC  vhich  bo  . 
);«iMraUj  preTuled  among  bU  countiymcii]. 

(i)  Tit  word  Glee,  whiA  pwliaAj  damtid  Umt  art,  ^1 
This  iTOTd  Qla  is  derirad  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  Lhjs  [Gligg], 
Mutka,  Hnsic,  ABiMtnl*]!  (Soiod.).  Tbii  ii  the  eonuDon 
radix,  whence  arises  saoh  *  Taiiety  of  tenna  and  pbnsw  re- 
ktiDg  to  the  minatrel  art,  aa  aSbida  the  atrongest  internal 
pn>of,  that  this  profession  was  extnonsly  common  uid  popular 
,}taTe  before  the  Nozinaii  otmqaest.    Tbns  we  have 


(1)  nhp  [Qliw],  Jfimiij,  a  MiDstnl. 

I^hgman,  shSiQoiii  Sliman  [Glee-man'],  BiiMo,  JtfisHu, 


la  De  Branoe't  matricsl  Tcruan  of  Biihap  OrMtbead'i  Jtfoiwi 
ibPtiit,A.D.  1303(»i!  Wirtan,!.  61),  webaTStbii, 

" Qr>de  men,  jd  ihi]]  len 

Whto  je  uj  Oltaan  ben." 

FibysD  (in  hla  Chnnicb,  1633,  C  32)  truuUting  Ibe  punge  from 

OaoBnj  of  Honmoath,  qnoted  below  in  p.  Izzix.  note  (k),  nndsii 

Dew  Joailatoriim,  by  Ood  of  €/Uti>iai.  (Warton')  HU.  Eng.  Pott. 

DIh.  1.)     Fabju  died  i%  1£92. 

DoBtar,  who  bred  in  tfas  nnu  esutnry,  describing,  In  one  of  Ua 
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^wtMHMKi ;  aU  coanm  nu>M  In  Middle  iMMij  for  ■ 
Mimtral :  and  SonuMr  aecan&igly  nnden  the  original  hy  m 
^inatttl,  a  VUgn:  on  a  Cfnitnl  or  CiAcr.  He  adds,  a 
;^tllbr,  but  althoogh  tfae  Fylid  or  FMlt  wu  an  aneieot  in- 
HVuxneut,  by  whloh  the  Jogdar  or  Minitrd  mmotitDflH  mccom- 
panied  hia  song  (aee  Warloo,  L  17),  it  u  probable  that  Som- 
Der  aoaexw  here  only  a  modem  sense  to  the  word,  not  having 
at  aU  inveslSgated  the  subject. 

tlumea,  mlusmen  [Glee-roen].  Huiruma,  Minetrali.  Hence 
Lb^manna-j'ppe.   Oreit^ra  vel  Pk^iliit.    The  place  when 
the  MinstreLi  exhibited  their  performancee. 

(2)  Bnt  their  moll  proper  and  expreoeive  name  waa 
i;liphlco>iueDb.     Miaou,  a  ^fnitttl ;  and 
I^Lpbleot'penbhca.     Mvtiaai,  Muaical. 

These  two  words  include  the  full  idea  of  the  miostrel  ehaiacter, 
eipreasing  at  once  their  mnuo  and  singing,  being  comptnmded 
of  i;hp,  Jfuiout,  ifisMf,  ■  Hnsieian,  Minstrel,  and  LaiS, 
Gmwii,  a  Song. 

(3)  From  the  aboTs  wiod  LitSSt  ^^  ptatowkD  itaelf  waa 
called 

l:^lQC]>E|T[Glig- or  Glee-craft].  If  tuita,  if  M<riimio,  Mimka, 
Qalieiilatio :  which  Sumner  lightly  giTca  in  English,  ^lin> 
fttelfls,  ff imftal  0tettniIation,  ^arnmerg.  He  abo  adds, 
£ta|(^Ia)lins ;  hot  beie  again  I  think  he  subetitntea  an  idea 
tAO  modern,  indaeed  by  the  ward  Zridrimia,  which  in  Middle 
Latinity  only  sigiiifles  the  minstrel  art 

However,  it  should  seem  that  both  mimical  gesticulation 
and  a  kind  of  rude  exhibition  of  obaractars  were  aometluieB 
attempted  by  the  old  minstrels  ;  bat 

(4)  Ai  musical  performance  was  the  leading  idea,  so 
Ijbopian,  CatUm  nuiricot  (den  ;  and 

po«^l^  entitled  "  Tbe  Dsunce,"  wiist  pined  In  die  infernal  Rgiont 
"mun^ii  lbs  Feyndia,"  nys, 

**  Ns  HeuCrslli  playit  to  thlins,  but  dowt 

Foi  ait-aim  thun  wer  hildin  cut, 

B«  day  and  elte  by  nyeht." 

See  Foemi  bom  Bannstyne'i  MS.  Edi«b.  1770,  I2ina,  p.  30. 

Miitlsnd'i  MB.  it  CambridBV  retit  hers,  Gfsuu  mm. 
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UiEbeaai,  tfirbtain  [GBtt-  w  Qlw-twMii].  Tpif  aww  .■  s 
CtMtal  cf  Ciber.    (So  Soma.)    Umee 

Uypaa.    TyafMMwtjHibarv,'  asd 

[Jip-mcbai :  Cb^piNidc-iMbai  [01a«-iiuidmi].  Tyiy 
niitrii  irhirh  Inmnnr  rnnilrin  ■  tiftri JKllllrtl :  foritBhoold 
•Bern  that  tbej  hkd  kaatlta  of  thia  [cof«MiaD  :  ous  uma  for 
which  wu  al*o  U^^bacrqM. 

(S)  Of  oongenuJ  derivatioii  to  the  foregoing,  ii 

Uypo  [Gljrwe].  nNo,*  I^ps  or  Plate. 
Both  thisuid  the  aomiiioa  radix  EhsSiU«  with  great  appear- 
■Doe  of  trath  derived  bj  Jnmiu  from  (he  loelaadio  <SItggttt, 
Plattu ;  M  mppodDg  the  first  attonpla  at  moaio  amotig  oar 
Gothic  anceBton,  were  from  wiDd-IiMtnmiait*.  Tide  Jun. 
EtfM.  Aug.  T.  Glee. 

II. 
Bat  llie  UinMnla,  m  il  hinted  above,  did  not  ODnHna  them- 

ielvee  to  the  mere  exercise  of  their  primary  arts  of  music  and 
SODg,  bat  occaaianallj'  lued  many  othec  model  of  diverliDg, 
Hence,  from  the  above  root  was  derived,  in  a  secondary  seiue, 
(1)  Tilea,  and  pniTua  sbp.     Faeetia. 

axoinii,joean;  ts  (Mt  or  trnriTV !  (Sonm.)  and 

LItapixab,  jaxMu ;  fnting,  RvtoKinff  mmtls ;  (Somn.) 

liliSnian  also  ngnified  /ociAi,  a  Joster. 

Ug-Sainen  [Glee-gimeaJi/Ewi.  Which  Sotonsr  renders 
^icTTtnmUi  or  nms  XMtf.  n  Ciitb,  or  Sporti ;  Ant' 
Witt. 

(B)  Hetice,  again,  b?  a  eonnnon  metooymy  of  the  ouaa  for 
the  eBevt, 

XAt,^mdimm,,Jaorilea,latitia,fiKtlia;  Joi.  4itrt|,  tfllN 
tUM.  a^cntnlnni.  AUr  [Somner].  WMob  laBt^)pUoaticia 
of  the  word  still  nonlinaes,  thongh  ntthsr  in  a  tow  dahaaing 


But  however  agreeable  and  delightful  the  various  arts  of 
the  MuisbeU  might  ^  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  laity,  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that,  before  the  Norman  conqnest  at  leaiC 
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they  wan  not  much  &TiniTed  b;  the  defgy,  puiisnlariy  by 
thoae  of  auaatHe  profamon.  For,  not  to  ueDlion  thit  tb« 
BpoTtiTe  tslents  of  time  men  would  be  oonudered  by  thoM 
■Ditere  ecdeeiMtia  u  tending  to  levitj'  and  liotnlUHimtw, 
ths  PagMi  drigin  of  their  it  would  txate  in  die  monlu  ui 
inrapenble  prejudice  egui»t  it.  Tbe  Auglo-Skum  Hurpo* 
and  Gleemen  were  the  immediate  aocceeBon  ud  imilaton  d 
the  SeandioaTion  Scalds,  who  were  the  gre&t  promnlcn  cf 
Fagao  eapontitioD,  and  fomented  that  ipirit  of  enielt]'  and 
outnge  in  their  oountrymen,  the  Dane*,  which  fell  with  anch 
peooliar  eeierit;  on  tbe  religiouB  and  their  cOQTcnta.  Hence 
aroee  a  third  appUcMiou  of  words  derived  from  t^hsg,  Hin- 
tfreli;,  in  a  rery  unAivooTable  aenoe,  and  this  ohlefly  prevails 
in  books  of  reUgion  and  ecoleeiae^  discipline.    Thus 

(1)  ths,!aLiidibrinm,  lat^ktNf  to  Monii.  So  in  S.  BaaiL 
Begnl.  11.  Hi  hi^bon  him  to  ghse  halpenbe  mm^uase. 
LtuUirio  labtbaatiaiulartM^admiiiitiimem  {10).  This  sense 
of  the  word  waa  perhaps  not  ill-fbuoded  ;  for  as  the  apart  of 
rode  oncultlvaled  minda  often  arisea  frem  ridicule,  it  is  nOi 
improbable  bat  tbe  old  Minstrels  often  indulged  a  vein  of  this 
•crt,  and  that  of  no  very  delioite  kind.    So  again, 

Lhs-man  was  abo  need  to  signify  Snimi,  a  fWUB  §ltM. 
(Srann.) 

Lhs-Scopn.  Dim,  SenrrUa  j(xat  iHpra  ynii*  par  M  amamt. 
Ofionm  Episcopale,  3. 

Tihpita.  Samililmi  ciltctametitv  indiiljm!  SoNtrasi  ofen. 
Canon.  Edgar,  G8. 

(9)  Again,  aa  the  Tarioos  attempts  to  pleaaa,  practised  by 
an  order  of  men  who  owed  their  support  to  the  publio  bvonr, 
mi^t  he  ocnaidsied  by  thoae  grave  oenaoia  as  mean  and  de- 
baang  ;  Henoe  came  from  the  aame  root, 

Upqi.    PanuUui,  AaaUaton  ■  ^atamiT,  a  Ciggft,  I 

Wtauitt,  a  ^UiUm*.  (Somn.) 

>  TojiI«t,IiDiBdiuShalupcarefor'taniakaipott,  lo  jM,'&«. 

•  The  piwidiDg  lilt  of  Angto-SazDn  wovdi,  u  full  and  «o|4ons 
htjmA  any  thing  that  ever  yet  appeared  in  print  on  thii  nbject. 
wu  cirtncted  &qdi  Hr.  Lye't  euriooa  Anglo-Saion  Lexieon,  in 
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IV. 

word  UiES  >  Dotwilluluidiiig 
which  thin  word  (u  we  have 
ieen  sboTo)  ws*  to  8»rlj  applied  :  yet 

The  deriTstiTe  OUe  (though  now  obiefly  lued  to  expreu 
DNrriment  uid  joy)  long  ntained  its  fint  simple  meaning,  and 
la  eren  applied  by  Chaucer  to  ugnlfy  miuM  and  vumlTdtg. 
(Vide  Jnn.  Etyni.)e.g. 

"  For  tliongh  that  the  beet  harper  apoa  ]ivt 
Would  on  the  heste  unmid  jolly  harpe 
That  evir  wai,  with  all  hia  flogen  five 
Toach  aie  o  string,  or  aie  o  warble  harpe. 
Were  hia  nailes  painct«d  nevir  so  sharpe 
It  BhoDlde  maldn  every  wi^t  to  dnll 
To  heate  is  olbb,  and  of  hii  strokce  foL 

IVoy.  lib.  iL  1030. 
Junius  interprets  Glees  by  Mutica  /MtrwuNta,  in  the  fbl- 
lowlog  paasagoi  of  Chaucer's  Third  Boke  of  Fam. 
" . .  Stoden  . .  the  eastell  aU  abontin 
Of  an  maner  of  ISynitrala 
And  JaUmn  that  tellen  tales 
Both  of  wepjng  and  of  guo^ 
And  of  all  that  longeth  unto  &me ; 
Here  herde  I  play  on  a  harpe 
That  Bowned  both  well  and  sharps 
Hym  Orpbens  foil  craftily ; 
And  on  this  syde  fast  by 
Sate  the  haipn  Orion  ; 
And  Eaddes  Chirion  ; 

MS.,  but  the  imngeiiMnt  hen  ia  the  Editoi's  own.  It  had,  how- 
ever, received  the  tanctloii  of  Hr,  Lye'i  approbujon,  ud  would 
donbtlHi  have  Iwen  roeeived  into  hii  printed  «^,  h»d  he  lived  to 
pnUiih  it  himaelf. 

It  ahonld  alao  be  obasrved,  for  the  like  of  fntnie  teaeaRhea,  that 
wfthoot  the  aadatiDce  of  the  old  EngUah  interpretuiona  given  by 
Sennet,  in  hit  Ang^o-Saxon  Didloiiiry,  the  Editor  of  thia  book 
Minr  could  have  din»veied  that  Oht  aitnlGed  ^intttI«B<  or 
Oligmam  a  ^intTtL 
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And  otb«c  barpwi  wmj  ooe, 
And  the  BritoQ  Glaskfrion." 
After  meutiamng  those,  the  great  imiiliiii  of  the  irt,  he 
proceeds ; 

"  And  bhuU  Harpers  with  her  CHta 
Sat  HDder  them  in  diTsn  (aea." 

A^in,  a  little  below,  the  poet  haring  raiuinerated  the  per- 
formen  on  all  the  dilTeruit  Boris  of  insOumenta,  adds, 
"  There  aawe  I  ayt  in  other  sees 
Playing  apon  other  aandry  Qlta, 

Uore  tiuo  starree  ben  in  heveo,"  &c. 
Uptm  the  above  lines  I  tb$ii  only  nuke  a  few  observations  : 

(1)  That  by  JeiUmrt,  I  snppaee  we  are  to  undetslaiid  6e>- 
tonn;  BoiL  the  relators  of  Gests  (Lat.  £Ma),  or  atoriea  of  ad- 
Teotarea  both  comio  and  tragical,  whether  tnie  or  fdgned ;  I 
am  inclined  to  add,  whether  in  prose  or  verse.  [Compare  the 
reoord  below,  in  marginal  note  eobjoined  to  (v  9).]  Of  the 
stories  in  proM,  I  ooneeive  we  have  apecinieiia  in  that  singiilar 
book,  the  Oata  Bomauoruai,  and  this  will  aooonnt  tar  its  letm- 
ingly  improper  title.  Theee  were  evidently  what  the  French 
called  OontMurt,  or  Story  Telleni,  and  to  ^em  ve  are  proba- 
bly indebted  for  the  first  proae  Romances  of  obivslry  ;  which 
may  be  considered  as  specdmeas  of  their  mwrner. 

(2)  That  the  "  Briton  CHaskyiioo,"  whoever  he  was,  is  ap- 
parratly  the  gune  person  with  onr  bmoos  harper  Olasgerioo, 
of  whom  the  reader  will  find  a  tragical  ballad  in  vol.  iu.  no. 
vii.  b.  i.  In  that  song  may  be  seen  an  instance  of  what  was 
advanoed  above  in  note  (a),  of  the  dignity  of  the  minatnd  pro- 
fwB<m,  or  at  least  of  the  ardflce  with  which  tlie  minstrels  en- 
dMvonred  to  set  off  its  importanoe. 

Thoa  "  a  king's  son  is  represented  as  ippearing  in  the  cha- 
Tacter  of  a  harper  or  minstrel  in  the  court  of  another  king. 
He  wears  a  collar  (or  gold  ebain)  as  a  penon  of  iUaatiioaa 
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nnk  ■  lidM  en  bonebM^]  uid  i»  admitted  to  flu  Mnbrnooi  of 
ft  kii^i  dangbtsr." 

'^s  MiMbvU  loat  <m  api«rtaBit]^  of  doing  kmonr  to  Ibur 
■rt. 

IS)  &»  for  the  word  0i«e>,  it  is  to  thii  diiy  used  in  a  mnaickl 
■eiue,  and  applied  to  »  peculisi  piece  of  compoaitiDD,  Who 
haa  not  se«n  the  adrertiaeuieats  proposing  a  reward  to  him 
who  shoald  produce  the  beat  Catch,  Canon,  or  Ohe  1 

(■s)CotRafT<mthepaiofOeqffTeyafM<rimiMk.'\  GeoSrey'B 
own  wordB  are,  "  Cum  erga  alterius  modi  aditum  [Boldol- 
pbua]  non  haberet,  rasit  capiJloB  buds  et  barbam*,  ealtamqae 
JoeviaiorU  cum  Cjtiiara  feciL  Deinde  inbv  caatra  dvam 
boLuiB,  moduli!  quos  in  Lyis  componebst,  aese  CyUtari^an 
oxhibabat."  G»lf.Monum.  Hist  4to.  1608,  lib.  Tii,c.l.  That 
Joa^ator  aigruGea  preciaely  a  Minstrel,  appears  not  only  from 
this  paaaage,  where  it  is  used  as  a  word  of  like  import  to 
Gthati^a,  or  Harper  (which  was  the  old  English  word  for 
Minstrel),  bnt  also  inaa  another  passage  of  tbe  same  author, 
where  it  is  applied  as  eqniialent  to  Cantor.  See  lib.  L  cap.  22, 
where,  speaking  of  an  ancient  (pcrhapa  Uiuknis)  British  king, 
he  says,  "  Hie  omnea  Canlorea  quoa  pnecedeos  eetaH  habuerst 

<  Geofl^  of  MoomoDtb  ia  prolMbl;  here  desnil»ng  tlie  ippeu^ 
auce  of  (ho  Jocalitom  or  Minitreli,  ■>  It  wu  in  his  awn  tioie.  For 
thef  ^ipanntlj  derived  this  put  of  their  dreta,  Ac.  bom  the  Mini 
ef  Uie  ancient  Romaoi,  wbo  had  tbdr  headi  aad  beards  >bn«n  {we 
sb««,  p.  bil.  nets  >) :  is  tbef  likewise  did  the  miauikr;,  snd 
otlk^  aila  of  ditertiug,  lAieb  thej  npnadded  te  tbc  ceinpoinng  snd 
■is|iD|  to  the  btrp  husk  tmgs,  tic  wfai^  tlie;  inherited  fron 
their  own  progenilocf  the  Bards  sod  Swlda  of  tbe  sauent  Cellio  and 
Gotbic  nstioai.  The  Longobudi  had,  like  other  Northern  people, 
bronghl  Ibcao  with  them  into  Itklj.  For  m  tbe  jear  77<,  when 
Charlemagne  enured  Itsif  and  found  bit  punago  impeded,  be  wai 
met  bj  a  minitrel  of  Lomharjj,  wheae  long  ptemitsd  bim  aaccen 
and  Tictorjr.  ■'  Conti^t  Jvcnlatonnn  ta  LoBgobaidsmui  gents  ad 
GmHam  *enin,  el  Omliamiilant  a  M  ootspaiilam,  ntande  in  con-  - 
speeta  swmnn  canMie.''  Tob.  iL  p.  S,  OhioD.  UonMt.  NotsI; 
Klk  KL  cap.  I.  p.  717.  (T.  Vartan's  Hiit.  toL  u.  Emend,  of  vol.  i. 
p.  118.) 
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it*  at  Den*  JoculManim  TiderMoT."  Whtterer  credit  is  do* 
to  Geoffrey  u  >  leUter  otfaeU,  he  b  ocrtainlj  w  good  uuho- 
tity  w  any  foi  the  ^gnifieation  of  wonif. 

(l)  IV«  TemartabUfaeU.]  Both  of  tbtae  facta  we  leeordad 
by  Willijun  of  UBlmeabiiiy  ;  and  the  fimt  of  tbam,  lelating  ta 
AJ&ed,  by  lugQlpbua  >Uo.  Kow  Ingnlphos  (aftermrda  Ab- 
bot of  Croylaod)  wag  near  forty  yean  of  age  at  the  linM  of 
the  CoDqinat',  and,  oonseqiicntly,  waa  as  proper  a  judge  of 
the  SavHi  maimen,  as  if  he  bad  aetaally  written  bU  biatory 
before  that  event ;  he  is  tberefbre  to  be  oonaiilered  aa  on 
Ante-Norman  writer ;  bo  that,  whetlier  tbe  fact  concerning 
Alb«d  be  true  la  not,  we  are  asnued  from  hi*  twtimoDy,  thai 
tbe  Jovntator  or  Minatrel  waa  a  commoo  charade  unong  the 
Anglo-Saxona.  Tlie  Bame  also  may  be  inferred  fiuin  the 
relation  of  William  of  Hskoeabnry,  who  oittlived  Ingulphoa 
but  thirty-three  yeara*.  Both  theae  writers  had  doabtiMB 
recourse  to  innumerable  records  and  anttientie  memoriali  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  times  which  never  deaeended  down  to  ub  ; 
their  testimony  tberefare  is  too  poutive  uid  foil  to  be  orer- 
tumed  by  the  mere  nlence  of  tbe  two  or  three  slight  Anglo- 
Saxon  epitomes  that  are  now  rem»unijg.    Tide  note  (a). 

Aa  for  Asser  HenevensiB,  who  has  given  a  scmeiriiat  more 
pardcula/detiul  of  Alfred's  actions,  and  yet  takea  no  notice 
of  tbe  fallowing  story,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  aceoimt  for  his 
aileDce,  if  we  consider  that  he  waa  a  rigid  mraih,  and  that  the 
Uinstrds,  however  aeeeptable  to  the  lai^,  were  never  mach 
reqieoted  by  men  of  the  more  atriet  monastic  pirfncwiTi,  espe- 
eially  before  the  Norman  oonquort,  when  they  wcsld  be  con- 
sidered «a  bretiiren  of  the  Pagan  Scalds*.  Asser  tkeretbis 
mlgfat  not  regard  Alfred's  skill  in  Hinstrelsy  in  a  veiy  &Tonr- 
ahle  light ;  and  might  be  induced  to  drop  the  circnnulanee 

1  Nitni  109D,  KiipnE  1091,  obiit  1109.— Taautr. 

•  Obiil  UDO  llU!.-Tuinfr. 

>  (8«  above,  p.  InvL)  Both  Ingulph.  and  Will,  of  Milmetb, 
had  been  very  coovenut  imon;  tbe  Normuii,  who  appear  not  tc 
have  had  ludi  pvejadlcat  sgamit  tbr  Hlnitieli  at  the  Anglo-Baioiia 
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HUtodbdow,  M  leAeetfatg^  {a  hii  o^nka,  BO  gnatboDonr  on 
hi*  patron. 

Tba  laansd  ediMa-  of  AUrod'B  Lffa  in  IaIJi],  ifter  luTing 
aumioed  Ihti  acena  of  Mtkiii  in  perMO,  uid  wcAglied  all  the 
aiduuatvicfH  a(  th«  vrent,  detemiiiie*,  tiaai  the  wbole  ool- 
leetiire  evidence,  tbat  Alfred  omild  never  ha>e  gained  tb« 
viot(M7hedid,if  heb«diuit*riHi  hii  own  eyva  prenomlj  scan 
the  di^ioiilaiHi  of  Ae  emmj  bf  BDch  a  llratagein  as  is  bere 
deKribed.  Vide  Annot.  in  .£lb'.  Mag.  Vitun,  p.  33.  Oxon. 
1*78,  foL 

[u)  Alfrai  . . .  OMmud  litdrm  and  Aaraetert^aMiKMrtl.l 
"  I^g«DB  se  Jocalatomn,  anompta  eithara,"  &e.  Ingulphi 
Hnt.  p.  BfO. — "  Sab  ^eeie  miMi  .  . .  nt  Joailaleriii  profenor 
aitia."  GnL  Mahnerii.  L  iL  e.  i*.  p.  43.  That  both  Joadalor 
and  JIfiMuit  mgnlfy  literally  a  Mimdr^  tee  proved  in  notes  (fr) 
(■}  (n)  (q)  &e.    See  alao  note  (as). 

Mahneabor;  adds, "  UnioB  tanMm  fidellvdnii  frnebatiiT  eon- 
witntit."  As  this  confidant  does  not  appear  to  hare  aMnmed 
the  lUigniae  of  a  Minsbel  himsetf,  I  conclode  that  he  onlj 
appeared  as  the  Minstrel's  attendant.  Now  that  tbe  Minstrel 
bad  Bometiiiiea  his  aerrBiit  or  atteudaot  to  oarry  his  harp,  and 
eT«i  to  ^g  to  his  muma,  we  have  many  inatonaee  in  the  M 
metrioal  Bomancea,  and  everi  some  in  this  present  coUeetioB. 
See  vol.  i,  Sonj  tL  ;  toI.  iii.  Song  lii.,  &c.  Among  the  French 
and  PntTenjal  bards,  the  Tnmttrre,  or  Inrentor,  was  goienUly 
attondsd  with  hii  angm,  who  sometinies  also  played  on  tbe 
harp,  or  other  mtisieid  insCmmNit.  "  Qadque  tbis  dmaot  ie 
nipas  d*Dn  piineo  on  Toyoit  arriver  on  TronTerre  incosna 
aveo  sea  Monestrels  pa  JongJeonre,  et  il  lenr  Susoit  dunter 
snr  leoiB  harpea  on  Tielles  lea  ten  qn*il  aToit  compoB^ 
Ceni  qni  faiKuent  les  som  anssi  bien  qne  les  Mors  eloient  In 
phis  BMhnJe."— FtmtnKiU«,  Hit.  d»  Tkealr 

That  Alfred  excelled  in  music  is  positiTely  asserted  by  B^e, 
who  donbtless  had  it  from  some  ancient  MS.,  many  of  which 
anbaisted  in  hii  time  that  are  now  lost :  as  also  by  Sir  J.  Spd- 
man,  who,  wo  may  conclude,  had  good  anthority  for  tluB 
aaeedote,  aa  he  is  known  to  have  compiled  his  life  of  Alfred 
f^Pi»  authentic  materials  collected  by  bis  kamed  Esdier :  this 
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writer  iofonm  ui  that  Alfred  '  proTidMl  tunnrif  of  muritiU^ 
Dot  comman,  or  such  u  knew  but  the  pntctick  part,  b>t  mcs 
Bkilfiil  in  the  art  itself,  wboae  akfll  and  aerTiee  be  yet  fortlMr 
improTed  with  hia  own  inatrndion,"  page  190.  Thia  prwrta 
Alfred  at  [eaat  (o  bavc  nndantood  the  Ibeory  of  nniae  ;  and 
how  oodld  thia  have  bean  aaqoired  witfaoat  practiiiag  on  boom 
inatnuiKot  I  which  we  have  aeco  above,  note  (s),  wu  ao  ax- 
tramely  common  witii  the  Anglo-Skson^  even  in  Mooh  Imdar 
lime,  thftt  Alb«d  himaalf  jdainly  telli  na,  it  was  Oumuf^  to 
be  ignorant  of  it.  And  (hia  BOmmonnew  might  be  one  iobm 
vby  Aaser  did  not  think  it  of  canse^DODce  oiongh  to  be  par- 
ticnlariy  maitioned  in  bis  sluni  life  of  that  grsat  monanh. 
Thia  rigid  mock  maj  also  bare  esteemed  it  a  ali^it  and  Mti>> 
loM  aseompliahinent,  Bavoaring  only  of  woridly  vanl^.  He 
haa,  howeTer,  particalaTlj  leooided  Alfied*!  tondneM  ftr 
the  oral  Anglo-Saxon  poems  and  eonga  ["Saxcoioa  poeaate 
die  nocteqne  •  •  ■  audicoa  . .  ■  maBoritar  retinebat,"  p.  1& 
*'CaTmina  Saxonica  memoriler  diioere,"  Ae.  p.  13,  «t  ib.]. 
Now  (he  poema  loaint  by  rote,  among  all  aneiait  mtpelidMd 
nations,  are  erer  stmgs  chanted  by  the  mater,  and  acom^a- 
□ied  with  instnimental  melody '. 

(n)  WiA  tit  iutrji  «  Ml  band,  oni  dnmi  Uke  a  AinMnt,] 
"  Assnlnpti  mana  oithara  . . .  profeeeos  Himnm,  qm  Inijna- 
modi  arte  stipem  c^uotidiaaam  metcaretur  . . .  Juams  abirs 
pretium  Cantus  acoepit."  Ualmeab.  L  iL  c.  6.  We  see  ben 
that  which  was  reworded  was  (aoC  any  mimiokty  or  trieka, 
but)  his  singing  {Camtia)  ;  this  pmvee,  beyond  diapute,  what 
was  the  nature  of  the  enterteiiflneiit  Aolaff  afforded  them. 
Feriiaps  it  is  needless  by  thia  time  to  prove  to  the  reader  that 
Jfietw,  in  Middle  Latinity,  agnifies  a  Hinstrel,  and  Mimitt, 
Minati^y,  or  the  Minstrel-art.  Should  he  donbt  il,  let 
him  cut  hia  eye  atae  the  two  following  extiaeta  from  Da 
Cange. 

■  Thai  Leob,  the  Suon  word  tor  ■  Psem,  ii  pnperly  ■  Soag, 
and  ici  dfrintive  Lied  ugoiBn  a  BalUd  b>  this  day  in  the  Oanani 
Unfue ;  sod  Ctutan,  ws  hive  mea  abon,  ii  by  Alfred  himaalf 
rendered  Be  boqipaa  jinsan. 
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V  WatOB  :  Huucua,  qui  inBtnuncntiB  niiuicia  CHDh.  Lege* 
Pslatiim  Jaoobi  II.  Reg.  M&joric.  la  domiboi  prineipum,  nt 
Iradit  antiquiUa,  Mimi  tea  Joeukiona  liciti  ponoDt  vme. 
NMnillarqmofSniimtribaitiEPtiti&m  . .  .  Quapropter  Tolamiu 
et  ordiQunus,  quod  in  nostra  corik  Himi  debeant  ene  quin- 
qiu,  quonin)  dao  nnt  tabimnatorea,  et  tertina  ait  tabekriiu 
[*.  t.  a  player  on  tbe  tabor'].  Lit.  remiw.  urn.  1374.  Ad 
MinwB  conidtanlce,  sen  buciiiantes  acceaaenmt." 

"  MlHU,  Lndna  Uimicua,  IiutraaiGntiun  [potius,  Ara  Joco- 
l&toria].  Ann.  148!  ....  nmin  et  cantu  viotam  acquiro." 
Da  Canga,  Gloaa.  torn.  it.  1762.     Supp.  c  122S. 

(o)  Tohxcebeetalkutt.']  The  nonhem  hiatomoa  produce 
such  mat&nces  of  the  grant  respect  shown  to  the  Daniah  Sealda 
in  the  courte  of  our  Anglo-Saxon  kiogi,  on  account  of  th^ 
iDUBical  and  poetic  talents  (notvithstajiding  thej  were  of  so 
faatefbl  a  nadoD),  tlut  if  a  siinilar  order  of  men  hadnotauated 
ho^  before,  we  cannot  doubt  bat  the  profMsion  would  bare 
been  ta^en  ap  by  such  of  the  nativea  as  had  a  geniua  for 
poetry  and  mneic. 

<  The  Tabofir  or  Toisiirw  wu  a  common  innrumont  with  the     , 
French  MiTutre^B,  u  it  had  ■!»  been  with  the  Anglo-Saxen  (vidfi 
p.  Inii.) :  thoa  in  in  andent  Ft.  MS.  In  the  Harl.  coUection  (22E3, 
76)  B  Uinatrel  ii  deioibed  u  ridaig  on  honebuk  and  bwing  hi* 

**  fiitnnr  ton  col  porta  ton  TdxniT, 
D^i^t  de  Or,  t  liche  Aijonr." 
See  alw  apaiwge  in  Henage't  iMwa.  £ljn>>.  {•■  Uinbsteiisiu], 
when  TabouTt  a  ned  u  ijnoQjmoai  to  Mauttritn. 

Another  freqaent  Itutmioeat  with  them  wu  tbe  Tub.  Thit,  I 
BtB  told,  ia  the  name  of  ad  inatiumeDt  at  thii  dsj,  which  diSen 
from  a  goiLar,  in  that  the  player  tuma  round  a  handle  at  the  top  of 
the  inatrament,  and  with  hit  other  fauid  pliji  on  aome  heji  that 
taoeb  the  chorda  and  produce  the  aonnd. 

aae  Dr.  Bnraof'a  account  of  (be  Tielle,  vol.  H.  p.  283,  who  Ihinka 
it  the  aane  with  the  Aote,  or  wheel.    See  p.  270  in  the  note. 
"  n  ot  un  Jongleor  a  Seiu, 
Qoi  naioil  pa»  MTcnt  mb*  eotiere ; 
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"  Extant  Rhjrthim  hoe  ipso  [lelandieo]  idiomote  Anglim, 
RybemiKqae  Regibm  obtati  et  libenUiter  compeiuat!,  Ac 
lUque  hiDc  eoltigi  potest  lingnam  Danicani  in  aulU  vicmomm 
legum  principoiniiiie  &milukrem  fuiase,  non  secua  sc  hodie  in 
salUprincipumpengriiiaidioni&tom  deliciia  hftberi  cemimni. 
ImprimU  Vita  Egilli  SbUtagriinii  id  iniicto  aigtnnento  ni- 
atnut.  Quippe  qui  intenogatuB  kb  Adalsteino,  Anglin  ntge, 
qnomodo  mRniw  Eiridi  Blodoicii,  NoHhiunbris  Mgis,  poat- 
qaam  in  ejns  potMtBtcm  venent,  eTUdawt,  enjoa  fiBom  pro- 
piaquoaqne  occidenit,  ■  ■  Mi  ntBtim  ordinsm  mitro,  none 
■ati>  obacuTO,  expooail,  Deqiuqiiaiii  its  Duratanu  non  in- 
tstligentL"  (Vide  plan  spud  Torfteii  Pre&t.  ad  OiewL 
Hist.  foL) 

This  ume  Egill  was  no  lea  distinguished  foi  his  valotir  ud 
sliill  IS  a  soldieF,  than  for  his  poetic  and  singing  talents  aa  a 
Scald  ;  and  he  wtu  such  a  &Tonrite  with  oar  king  Athelstan, 
that  he  at  one  time  pt«sented  him  with  "  duobns  annolii  at 
■eriniis,  duobos  bene  magnis  argento  repietuu  .  . .  Qniuettam 
hoc  addidit,  nt  Egillns  qaidvia  pneterea  a  se  pelens,  obtlneiet ; 
bona  mabilia,  sitb  immobilia,  pnebendam  vel  pnefeetonta. 
Eg^ttoB  porro  regiam  mnni&centiun  gntna  excipiens,  Caim 
EacomiaeticoD,  k  se  lingnl  Norvegict  (qius  turn  his  ngms 
oommunis)  compositam,  regi  dicat ;  ac  pro  so,  duaa  mareM 
auri  pnri  (pondos  marcee  .  .  8  uncias  sqiimbat)  honorafii  looo 
retultt."    [Anigr.  Jon.  Rar.  Isluidic.  lib.ii.  p,  129.] 

See  more  oT  Bgill,  in  the  "  Fire  Pieces  of  Rude  PaetrT," 
p.  45,  trhoM  poem  (there  traniUted)  is  the  most  ancumt  pisM 
all  in  rtijrme  that  is,  I  eoncuve,  now  to  be  foond  in  Mljr 
European  langn^e,  except  Latin.  See  Egill's  Iriaodio  ori- 
ginal, printed  at  the  end  of  the  English  rersian  in  the  sitid 
Fire  Pieces,  &c. 

'  (0  If^  Sbnxu  knj  not  beat  aeaulomeit  to  hatt  MiiatrtU  tf 
tluirom...amlU>A^finimTaHdT€^>eettoauLaiuili8ttildt,} 
if  this  had  not  beoi  the  G«se,  we  may  be  assured,  at  leut, 
that  the  stories  given  in  the  text  ctnild  never  have  been 
recorded  by  writers  who  lived  so  near  the  Anglo-Saxon  times 
as  Malmesbury  and  Ingnlphus,  who,  though  they  might  be 
deceived  as  to  particular  facts,  could  not  be  so  as  to  tb« 
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(ft)  /■  Domaday  Boot,  Ac]  Eitiaot.  ei  Libra  Donuadny : 
ct  vide  Aniida  Ord.  Gart  u.  304. 

AIotDunUntin. 

FoL  1S8.  CoL  1.  ScrDft  Jomlotor  Kiffi  (atet  lil  blllni,  et 

itiv.  car.  ntlnUr. 

That  /ooNfator  is  properly  a  MinHtrel,  migbt  be  infeired 
frtnn  the  two  foieg<HDg  pMHagw  of  Qeafbej'  of  Monaumtli, 
(t.  note  K,)  where  die  word  a  osed  m  eqidvalenC  to  CSlionita 
in  raie  pUee,  and  to  Cantor  in  tbe  other  :  thie  nniou  tonat  the 
predae  idea  of  the  (diaracter. 

Bat  more  poailire  proob  have  alraady  been  effwed,  vide 
Bupia,  pp.  Ixir.  Izr.  IxxkL  zdii.  note.  See  also  Du  Cange'i 
GlMS.  vol.  iiL  c.  1M3.  "  Joodlmok  pro  JaeaUdor.  Caamlium 
HwdL  an.  1381.  KnIIni  Uiniitrejv,  Jognlator,  andeat  t^uMie 
Tel  amaro  inatnuneotum  cujnKODiqae  g^terii,"  A.e.  &c. 

Aa  the  Minstrd  waa  termed  in  French  Jongtmr  and  Jitg- 
Itmr;  so  he  waa  caUed  in  Spanish  Jutglar  and  Ja^ar.    "  Te- 

dcrtu  da  1(H  Juglaret,  que  mwiFilian  en  log  bonquetee,  como 
loa  qae  pinta  Uomen."  Prolog,  a  lae  Corned,  de  Cervantee, 
1748,  4ta. 

"  £1  anna  1328,  en  las  aiestaa  de  la  Caronadoa  del  Rey, 
Don  Alonao  el  IT.  de  Aragon, . .  . .  ■  el  Jaglar  Bawuucl  cantd 
ana  Villaoeaca  de  la  Compoaimon  del . .  infante  [Don  Pedro]  : 
J  otro  Juglor,  Ilamada  Novellet,  recitA  y  repreaentit  en  vox  y 
tia  caotar  nuu  de  600  veisoB,  que  bizo  el  loiaQte  en  el  metro 

"  Los  Tnbadoiea  inventaroD  la  Gaja  Ciencid ....  eatoa 
Trobadores  eran  can  todos  de  la  piimera  Nobleza.  —  Eg 
verdad,  qoem  ja  entoncea  ae  havian  entranietido  entre  las 
divennonea  Corteaanoa,  loe  Contadaree,  lot  Cantores,  loa  Jug' 
iota,  loa  Troanea,  j  lot  Bufines." — llud. 

In  England,    the  King's  Jnglar   continned  to  have  an 

1  "  Romuwet  Jutglii  anU  lit  veox  . . .  devsnt  lo  senyor  Bej." 
Climi.tF  AngiM,  apud  du  Cinge,  iv.  771. 


■.  Gocii^lc 


cMaUiahnlent  in  the  rofml  hooMAotd  down  to  the  reign  oT 
Henry  VIII.  [Tide  note  (cc).]  Bat  in  nhU  senu  the  title 
was  there  applied  does  not  appear.  In  Barklay's  Bglo^,  writ- 
ten dre.  1514,  Ja^OTS  aad  Pipen  are  mentiaBed  together. 
Egl.  IT.  (Tide  T.  Warton's  Hat.  ii.  9M.) 

{%)  A'KlliaKtta^rior,)^am^fL'I^HB^^,^.]  Bee  Da  Gauge, 
who  prodoeea  this  as  an  initance,— "  Qnod  MJnistellorsm 
munua  iDterdnm  pneBCabant  milites  probatiaaimL  Le  Roman 
De  Vacce,  MS. 

^  Quant  il  virent  Nonoaiiz  veair 
Uoat  veiuiez  Engleiz  fremir  .... 
TaiUefer  qui  mout  bien  cbantoit, 
Sur  on  cheTal,  qoi  toat  alloit, 
Devant  euls  aloit  ohantont 
De  K^emaiKns  et  de  RooUant, 
Et  d'OHvier  de  Vanaux, 
Qnl  moumrent  en  Bainsclievaiu." 
"  Qui  quident  TaiUefer  a  Gnliehno  abtiniiit  ot  prinnu  in 
hoetes  Irmeret,  inter  qooa  fortiter  dimicando  oceubniL" 

Gloss,  twn.  ir.  769, 770, 771. 
"  Lea  aneiennes  ehraniquee  nous  apprennenl^  ga'en  premier 
rang  de  I'Armfe  Normande,  nn  ieayer  noiam^  T^Uefer,  tnocttf 
Bor  un  cheval  arm^,  cbania  la  Oiaiaam  de  Eolaad,  qui  fut  ei 
long  terns  dans  les  bouehes  des  Franfois,  Sam  qn'il  nM  >«at^ 
le  moindre  Augment  Le  TaiUefer  apris  avoir  eiitt»»U  la 
cbanBon  que  les  soldalB  r^^toient,  se  jeCta  le  premier  parmi 
les  Anglois,  et  tot  tu*."    [Voltaire,  Add.  Hist.  UniT.  p.  69.] 

The  reader  will  see  an  attempt  to  restore  the  Chanson  de 
Roland,  viUi  mnsioal  notes,  in  Dr.  Barney's  Hist.  ii.  p.  276. — 
See  ini»e  concerning  the  Song  of  Roland,  toI.  iil  p.  13,  note. 

(8)  Alt  enUiuta  FrauA  vviter,  ^o.]  "M.  I'Evique  de  Ift 
RftTaliire,  qni  avoit  (ait  beauconp  de  recherchee  Bur  nos  an- 
eiennea  Chansons,  pretend  que  c'est  k  la  Iformandie  que  nous 
devons  nca  premiers  ChansoimierB,  noa  jt  la  ProTenee,  et  qn'il 
J  avoit  parmi  nona  des  Cbaosons  en  langne  vnlgaire  avaot 
eelles  de  Froven^aus,  mais  poeWrieorement  au  lUgne  de 
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PUHppa  I.,  on  k  I'm  1100."  [t.  lUTotutioni  de  k  LMifne 
EVanfidM,  i  la  tnite  da  Poaia  d»  Boi  dt  JITaurM.]  "  Ca 
wroit  one  ftnMiioriW  de  plus  d'une  demi  miele  ft  I'tpoqaa  da* 
premieTi  tmubadoun,  que  lenr  bUtorien  Jefto  de  NoMre- 
dune  fixe  \  I'an  UR,"  Ac.  Pref.  1 1'AatJuUigie  Pniif.,  8*0. 
17SA. 

ThlB  nbjeet  hath  liDce  been  taken  up  uid  prcMeeated  at 
length  in  ths  Preface*,  fto.  to  M.  Le  Gnnd'a  "  Fabliaux  ou 
Coutea  du  liie  et  da  xiiie  Sieole,  Palis,  1788."  ft  torn.  13nu)., 
wbo  aeemi  pretty  clearly  to  hare  estahliahed  the  priority  and 
niperior  axceUenoe  of  the  old  Rimenn  of  the  north  of  France 
oTBr  the  Tronbadonrs  of  ProTence,  ftc. 

(»  9)  Tkdr  MM  natite  OUmni  or  MhulnU  nut  bt  aOowei  Ut 
fttut.]  Of  Uiii  wa  have  proof  poeitive  in  the  old  metrical 
Romance  of  Eorn-(Uld  (vol.  iii.  no.  1,  p.  2i),  which  alllunigh 
frotO'  the  mention  of  Saiazenfl,  &.G.  it  muat  have  been  written 
at  leaal  after  the  first  Cruaade  in  1D96,  yet,  from  ita  Anglo- 
Saxon  language  or  idiom,  oan  acaroe  iia  dated  later  than  within 
'  a  oantnry  after  the  Conqaesl.  Ihii,  as  appears  from  ita  very 
exordiam,  was  intended  to  be  long  to  a  popular  audience, 
whether  it  waa  eompoeed  by,  or  for,  a  Gleeman  or  MinstreL 
But  it  carriea  all  the  internal  marks  of  bring  the  prodactioD 
of  Bodi  a  compoeer.  It  appears  of  genuine  English  growth  ; 
for,  after  a  careM  examination,  I  cannot  discover  any  aUnaiotl 
to  ^enoh  or  Normao  cnstcnis,  manners,  compoution,  or 
phnsaology  :  no  quotation  "  as  the  Romance  saytb  ;"  not  a 
name  or  local  reference  which  waa  likely  to  occur  to  a  French 
Simenr.  The  proper  names  are  tH  of  Northem  extraction. 
Child  Hom  ia  the  acm  of  AlU^{i.e.  Olaf  or  Olare)  king  of 
S»danu  (I  Buppoae  Sweden),  by  his  queen  Qodyldt  or  Oodfll. 
Athidf  and  Fykmyld  are  the  names  of  subjeola.  Eglmer  or 
Aylnere  is  king  of  Wataene  (a  part  of  Ireland),  Bj/nmyld  is 
his  daughter  ;  aa  .^min^  is  of  another  king  T%vrtlan ;  whose 
sons  are  Athyld  and  Beryld.  Athdbmt  is  steward  of  King 
Aylmer,  &c  &c.  All  these  savour  only  of  a  Northem  origin, 
and  the  wliole  piece  is  exactly  each  a  performanoe  as  one 
vcold  expect  from  a  Gleetnao  or  Minstrel  of  the  north  of 
England,  who  had  derived  his  art  and  his  idena  &om  hia 
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Scftldio  iirodeeeMoia  lhare.  So  tbM  this  probkblj  1*  tbe  ori- 
giiul  tma  which  wui  tnuuUted  ths  old  French  fngni«nt  of 
Ita*  Hon,  in  tite  Harleiui  MS.  927,  meutioDed  bj  Tyrwhiu 
(Cbanoer  it.  p.  68),  and  bf  T.  Wvton  (UisL  i.  38),  whoM 
extract  bom  Hum-Child  is  extmnd]'  incorrect. 

Compare  the  style  of  Child-Horu  with  the  Anglu-SuMi 
■peeimeni  in  ehort  renea  and  rfajme,  which  ue  anigiied  to 
the  ceatiiry  meceeding  the  CoaqoeM,  in  Uicka'g  DeMtinu, 
torn.  i.  cip.  24,  pp.  23i  ud  231. 

(i)  Tie  cUgirmt  pndaition  ef  &i  tsientarf  vm^em  and  Ike 
Tanttiiig  ■liuCnl.]  Amrag  the  old  metricsl  romuicea,  a  wy 
lev  are  addreaed  to  reader*,  or  mention  reading  :  these  »f- 
pMT  lo  havv  bean  composed  b;  writers  at  their  dedl,  and 
exhibit  marks  of  more  etaborato  stmcture  and  iaventioD. 
Such  is  Bglamatr  of  Artat  (vd.  iU.  no.  20,  p.  33),  of  which  I 
find  in  a  US.  copy  in  the  Cotton  library,  A.  2,  folio  3,  the 
Second  FiUe  thai  oondndea^ 

....  thus  lerT  have  I  red. 
Sneh  is  Ipomydoit  (rol.  liL  no.  S3,  page  S3),  of  which  MH  of  ' 
the  dirlakma  (Siga.  G.  iL  b.  in  pr,  eepy)  ends  thus. 
Let  hym  go,  Qod  him  ipede 
Tyll  efte-Boooe  we  of  him  reed  [L  e.  nad]. 
SaiD^my>(Md^n^tiDi'(voLiii.  no.  31,p,  34),  in  stanza 
3rd  we  have 

In  Oeste  aa  we  rede, 
and  BimUar  phrases  occur  ia  stanzas  34,  IKS,  140,  tge,  Ac 
These  are  all  studied  compowtions,  in  which  the  stot^  is 

<  It  DUKhE  to  biTB  (wen  obsarred  in  iQ  proper  place  in  toL  tiL 
no.  31,  page  SI,  Ihit  Amut  ud  Jmyliai  were  no  otbenriM  "  Ben- 
then."  Ifaia  u  being  fut  friendi :  u  vu  luggnted  by  the  leuned 
Dr.  Simiiel  Pegge,  who  wu  »  obliging  u  to  &Tnur  tbe  EiayiH 
fonnerlj  wiLb  a  carioni  tnnKript  of  tbii  poem,  ■ccoDtpanied  with 
nlnibla  illuitntioni,  Ik.;  ind  that  it  wu  bit  opinion,  thit  bolh  the 
iT^meat  of  the  Ladg  BtOaml,  mentioned  in  tbe  ume  no.  31,  and 
■1*0  tbe  rontilited  Tilo,  no.  37  (pigo  Si),  wote  only  imperlect 
capita  of  the  ibove  romance  of  Jmjn  imrf^eqilias,  which  contuu 
the  two  Unet  quoted  in  do.  37. 
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tnTentad  wlA  mora  iklll  ind  ingenuitf ,  and  the  style  iDd 
Mlauring  are  of  saperior  out  to  nidi  ■■  een  with  miBsieiit 
pmbkbilily  be  attributed  to  the  minHreb  themaelTsi. 

Of  tlibi  oba  I  eoneeiTe  tba  mmiMa  of  Hant-CUld  (men- 
tiooed  in  the  brt  note  (■  8)  ud  in  vol.  iii.  no.  I,  p.  3*),  whieb, 
tmm  the  naked  ntwdotned  implicit]'  of  the  >toi7, 1  would 
■Uribnte  to  such  an  niigin. 

But  more  eTidsntl;  i«  acish  the  Sgmrr  of  Lowt  Degne  (*dL 
iiL  no.  24,  p.  33),  in  wliidi  is  no  referenoe  to  sny  French 
original,  nothing  like  the  phnwe,  which  bo  frequoatt;  oeeon 
in  otlien,  "as  the  Somanee  aafth',''  of  ttie  Uks^  And  it  is 
jnst  ineh  a  rambling  perfbrmance  aa  one  would  expeot  from 
an  Itinerant  bard.    And 

Such  also  Is  A  lyOd  Gait  of  Bobj»  Eode,  AtL,  in  S  FjttM, 
of  which  are  extant  two  editiona,  4to.,  in  black-letter,  described 
more  tuVy  in  page  86  of  this  volume.— This  is  not  only  of 
undoubted  English  growth,  but,  from  the  oonstant  siliTo  aimed 
at  abbots  and  their  convents,  Ac,  could  not  posdhl;  have  been 
composed  hj  anj  monk  in  his  cell. 

'  Other  instanoes  nught  be  produeed ;  hot  etpeoially  of  the 
fotmer  kind  is  fi^  £<HH/a(  (vol.  iii.  no.  11,  p.  39},  the  ISlst 
Btanza  of  which  baa 

•  Whsrevei  the  woid  AnUKH  occun  In  these  metrical  ninv 
fivn,  It  hath  been  thonght  to  sfibrd  deei^va  proof  of  a  traniUtiDn 
from  the  Roaameie  or  French  languago.  Accordinglj  It  ii  io  m^ed 
hj  T.  Walton  (i.  146,  note),  bom  two  paiaagea  in  the  pr.  copj  of 
Sir  EglammT,  ya,  n^.  E  1, 

Id  Ramauncs  ai  we  reds. 
iigain  in  foL  nlL 

In  KonuuDce  tkii  cronjde  it. 
Bnt  In  the  Cotton  MS.  <rf  the  original,  the  firat  psMSge  ii 

Aa  I  heid  a  Gierke  rede. 
Aad  the  ollwi  thua. 

In  Rome  thlt  Geit  enmjcled  jt. 
%a  that  I  believe  refenueei  to  **  the  RomaDoce,"  er  the  like,  were 
often  men  expletive  phnaet  Inaerted  }>j  the  oral  Redten ;  one  of 
whom  I  concdvD  had  altered  or  corrupted  the  old  Sjr  Eglamoor  in 
the  manner  that  the  co|7  wai  printed. 
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by  Lebnd  under  both  tbeas  tuunes,  in  bU  Colleaaiua,  sdt 

"  HtMpilale  S.  Bortbtolonuei  ia  Weit  Smithfelde  in  London. 
Ilo;wr  Himiu  Regis  fundAtor." 

"  Hoap.  Sti.  B&rthol.  LondioL 
"Rahenu  Uimus  Itegii  H.  1.  primus  taaixtar,  »a.  1103,  3 
H.  1,  qui  (bnd&Tit  etUm  Priimt.  Sti.  B&rthal."     Ibid.  p.  99. 

Tint  MiMMt  it  properly  ft  Hinstrel  in  the  aeaae  affixed  to 
the  word  in  this  etM)',  one  extract  from  the  accouate  [Lnt. 
CamfiHtii]  of  the  prioiy  of  Hixtook,  near  Coientrj',  in  1U1 , 
will  ■ofGcieutly  diow.— Scil.  "  Dal.  Sex.  Miuiia  Dni.  Clynlon 
caDtantiboB,  citharisantilHU,  lodelitibui,"  Ac  iiiii.  (T,  War- 
ton,  ii.  106,  note  q.)  The  same  year  the  Prior  gare  to  a 
thctor  fradieaiu,  for  a  aermon  preached  to  them,  only  6d. 

In  the  MonsBticon,  torn.  ii.  pp.  16G,  167,  is  a  carionB  history 
of  the  fouoder  of  this  priocy,  and  the  cause  of  its  erection, 
irluch  tc«niB  exactly  such  s  eompOflition  as  one  of  those  which 
were  manufactored  by  Dr.  Stone,  the  famous  legond-maher, 
in  1380  (see  T.  Warton's  corioas  account  of  him,  in  toI.  M. 
p.  190,  note),  who  reqnired  no  materials  to  aadst  him  in  com- 
ponng  hia  NairatiTe*,  &e. ;  for  m  this  legend  are  no  psrti- 
colari  given  of  the  fonnder,  but  a  recital  of  miraculous  viwonB 
exciting  him  to  this  pioos  work,  of  its  having  been  before 
revealed  to  King  Edwsfd  the  Confessor,  and  predicted  by 
three  Qredaos,  tea.  Even  bis  minstrel  profession  is  not  men- 
tioned, whether  from  igoannee  or  design,  as  the  profesriim 
was  perhaps  falling  intodisereditwhenthis  legend  was  written. 
There  is  only  a  general  indistinct  account  that  he  &eqnented 
royal  and  noble  booses,  where  he  ingratiated  himself  Moeifato 
'  joadari.  (This  last  is  the  only  word  that  seems  to  have  any 
appropriated  nieaning.)  This  will  acconnt  for  die  indistinct 
incoherent  acooimt  pren  by  Stow.    "  Rahere,  a  pleasant- 
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(d)  7a  &t  aorty  tiatt,  tttryHarptr  hh  ofn 
OB  thk  Ribjeet  King  AlCred'i  Tenicn  of  C 
note  (h),  page  lixii 

So  in  Horn-Child,  King  Ailof  orden  bia  stomrd  Alhalbnu 

—  teehe  him  of  hupe  ud  of  BOOg. 
In  the  Squire  of  Lowe  DegMe,  the  King  obn  to  hia 
duigbter, 

Ye  shall  have  harpe,  tautir/',  and  aong. 
And  Clwwwr,  in  hia  deaoriptioD  of  tbe  Limitonr  or  Hendi- 
cant  Friiir,  Hpeaka  of  harping  aa  inaepanble  from  ajnging  (i. 
p.  M,  ver.  368), 

—  in  hia  harfHiig,  whan  that  he  hadde  aoaga, 

(a  2)  Ai  lie  mat  aa«a^iJud,  ^s.]  See  Hoveden,  p.  lOS, 
in  the  following  pavaga,  which  had  enoBeooal?  iMen  ^fflied 
to  King  RicliBrd  bimKlf,  till  Hr.  Tjrwbitt  (Chaoeer,  iv. 
page  62)  showed  it  to  belong  to  bia  Cbancelor.  **  Hie  ad  aog- 
nentam  et  famam  sni  nominis,  emendieata  eannina,>t  riiyth- 
moe  adnlatorioB  comparabat ;  et  de  regno  Francomin  Cantoiea 
et  Joeolabaee  numsribna  allezeiat,  nt  de  IHo  eanerent  in  pla- 
l«ia :  «t  jam  dioebatur  uUqae,  qond  nan  ent  talis  in  orbe." 
Fir  olber  parlienlara  relating  to  thia  Chanoalec,  we  T.  War- 
tcMi'i  Hial.  vol.  it  Addit.  to  p.  113  of  vol.  L 

(a  3)  Bc*k  Ou  JITarwat  nd  EnjIM  laaffHagia  ■dqkM  U  kawd 
atAikoiuaoflkdgnat.}  A  remarkable  proof  of  thia  li,  tbat 
the  moat  diligent  inqiiirers  after  anoint  Tf.nglijii  rfajnua,  find 
the  eailieat  they  oan  diaooTer  in  Hm  mootha  of  the  Norman 

•  Tbe  Hup  (Ut.  CiAara)  iiSeni  tmn  tbe  SaDtc?,  or  Pultry 
{lai.  Ptalterium),  in  that  the  formtr  WM  a  itringgd  initromenl,  ud 
tbe  tatter  tb  nuninted  with  wire :  there  wu  b1»  wme  diSertnce 
In  the  conitrucUon  of  the  belUes,  4c.  8«  "  ButhoIomBUi  de  pro- 
prietalibni  Rmm,"  u  Englithed  bj  Treriu  *od  Batmui,  ed.  1584, 
In  Sir  J.  Hawkhia'i  Hbt.  ii.  p.  285. 
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nobles.  Snob  aa  tint  of  Robert  E«ri  of  Leicester  and  hi> 
Plemingl  in  1173,  temp.  Hen.  II.  (little  more  than  a  oentnijr 
after  tbe  GmqiMdl)  recorded  bj  Lambarde  in  his  Dictionaiy 
of  Eogland,  p.  36. 

"  Hoppe  Wyliken,  hoppe  Wjliken 
laglaiid  ia  tbine  and  ia;ne,"  Ac 
And  that  noted  boast  of  Hogb  BiKot,  Earl  of  Norfolk,  In 
the  eame  nlgn  of  King  Haaj  II.,  vide  Camdeni  Britannia 
(art.  Soffoik),  1607,  folio. 

"  Were  I  in  my  CMtk  of  Bangey 
Vpon  the  riiHt  of  Waueno]' 
I  would  ne  oare  for  tbe  king  of  Cockeney." 
Indeed  man;  of  ma  old  metrioal  romaneea,  whaUier  mi- 
ginally  Gn^iah,  or  tranalated  From  the  French  to  be  Eong  to 
an  Englieh  aadienoe,  are  addnsaed  to  pemaie  ef  bigb  rank, 
ae  appean  from  tbeic  beginning  tfane, — "  Listen,  LardingB," 
and  the  like.    These  were  prior  to  the  time  of  Chanoco',  as 
appean  from  rol.  iii.  p.  28,  et  leqq.    And  yet  to  hii  tiroe  oar 
Norman  nobles  are  supposed  to  have  adhered  to  their  Vreaxb 
language. 

(t)  UkU  intmonnwtily,  j^.  bOmat  tju  PtauA  and  Ea^liJt 
Mindrdi,j;e,']  Thie  might,  periiape,  in  a  greet  meaaore,  be  re- 
ferred even  to  the  Nermaii  oonquest,  when  the  victon  brought 
with  them  all  their  origioal  oinnioni  and  bblea  ;  wbiofa  coold 
not  EmI  to  be  adopted  by  the  English  Minetrela  and  othets, 
who  solicited  tlidr  favour.  This  intercbange,  Ao.  between 
the  Minatrele  of  tbe  two  nations,  would  be  afterwards  pro- 
moted by  the  great  intereoune  produced  among  all  the  nations 
of  Cbiistendas  in  the  general  Crusades,  and  by  that  spirit  of 
dtivalry  which  led  Knights  and  their  attendonta,  the  Heimld* 
and  Uinstrels,  &c.,  to  ramble  sboat  continually,  fi 
to  another,  in  order  to  be  present  at  solemn  ti 
other  feats  of  arms. 

(v  2)  Itnottlie  mUi/  iiutajKe,  4^]  The  constant  admission 
granted  to  Minstrels  was  so  established  a  privilege,  that  it  be- 
came a  ready  expedient  to  wrilem  of  fiction.    Thus,  in  ths 


,.:,,Googk  1 


roBEOOIMO  KBBAT.  XCHl 

dd  romuiee  ofHim-OUIi^thc  Princsn  Rjnmjld  b^  ttn- 
Sned  in  u  inacceaaible  eastle,  Ihe  prince,  har  k>Ter,  and  aoiDt 
aaatotant  knigfals,  with  oraieealed  iniis,  umine  the  mhutrd 
chuttster  ;  uid  ^iprouhing  the  Baatie  mth  their  "  QleTiDge" 
or  Hinatidi}',  aie  lieard  bj  the  lord  of  it,  who  being  infonned 
the;  were  "harpein,  jogeki^  and  fytbelera',"  haa  them  ad- 
mitted, when 

"  Ham  letle  htm  abeneba  [i.  <.  on  a  bench] 

la  [i.  <.  hit]  harpfl  he  gan  elimahe 

He  made  Rj'moiild  a  la;." 
This  arts  the  princeaa  a-weeping,  and  laada  In  the  eala- 
atrophe ;  tor  be  immediatelj  adtaneet  to  "  the  Horde "  or 
table,  kllla  the  ranaher,  and  releaiea  the  Udj. 

(*  S)  . .  otNuurf  tlie  dna  and  Munuttr  of  a  Harper,  ^e.] 
We  have  thia  emnoiu  Uidonutt  in  the  reeords  of  Laooek 
Munneij,  in  Wiltahim,  which  bad  been  bonded  by  thia 
CoonteM  of  Saliiboiy.  See  Vinecat'*  Diwwtary  ut  Srran  in 
Brooke'*  Catalogue  of  Nobility,  &o.  fbho,  pp.  U6,  440,  Ao. 
Take  the  fallowing  eitcaet  (and  aee  Dogdale's  Baron.  L 
p.  176) : 

"  Ela  nior  Gnllielmi  Ltrngtepee  prfani.  Data  fuit  qiod  Atn- 
bnabiiiain,  patre  et  matre  Normannla. 

"  Pater  itaqne  ejns  defeataa  asDio  migiaTit  ad  Chriitom, 
i.D.  1196.     Hator  ejus  ante  biannimn  obiit. Interea 

1  JoGiLsn  (L«L  Joealaiori  wm  ■  Toy  aadeDt  Dime  for  ■  Hin- 
tlTcl.     Of  whit  nstuRi  the  fttfarmina  of  the  JoaJatar  wai,  wa 
■nif  lam  from  lh«  BtgitMr  of  8t  Swilbio'i  Piiuy  at  Winchealer 
IT.  Wuton,  L  69).    "Et  cutabat  Jocdlitor  quidim  aomino 
Rerebertut  Cuticnm  OoBrroiidi.  necnon  Gt^mt  Emma  Rginc  a 
Jodidd  rgnifl  libfliate,  in  buU  Priorls.^    H»  intrument  wiK  samr- 
dmei  the  PytBilb,  or  FiAi]e,  I«t.  KHaila :  lAlch  occun  in  the 
An^o-6txon  Lexicon.    On  thi«  aabject  wa  hiTe  a  curioui  paatHge 
from  a  MB.  of  the  LivH  of  the  Sainti  in  metn,  inppoHd  to  be  earlier 
thu  the  jtKC  19M  (T.  Wuton'i  HM.  I.  p.  17),  w. 
"  Chrifltofrfl  him  forred  longs 
Thekjngs  lured  melodje  much  offilbclc  ind  oTnnge: 
Bo  that  hit  JogeloT  on  m  dij  befbnn  him  gon  to  plejo  faite. 
And  in  ■  tjme  he  Bsmped  In  hb  King  the  devil  at  lute." 
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XaV  XOTES  OS    THB 

Ctmiiia  dtuMmxilam  per  eogiut»adduel>fait  in  Hoaator 
luuD,  et  ibidnD  cob  taU  et  aroU  cnulodii  outiiu.  Eodem 
tempoie  in  AngUi  fiiit  qaidam  inile*  Damiiw  Gnlielmaa  Tal- 
bat,  qoi  imdnit  m  hmbitom  Pa«giiiii  [AngUoe,  a  Piigrim}  in 
NoriMBluam  tnnifretkTit  et  numtBS  per  duoa  aiiaii^  hnf 

Et  ilU  iaventl,  emit  habitnm  Peregriiii,  et  indnit  ee  qoiwi 
CjthuintoT  et  Cnriun  abi  monbatur  iotnTib  Et  nt  ent 
homo  Jooonu,  in  GcMa  AntiqaoTum  valde  peritiu,  ibtdem 
grManter  fait  uceptiu  qoui  familiorii.  Et  quando  tempui 
aptum  inTenit^  in  Angliam  repatriavit,  habena  secom  iitun 


et  earn  'Rep  Kicbardo  pmeenlaTiL     Ae  ille  Intiwime  ean 
tOMeptt,  et  Pratri  Bno  GiuilJebno  Longespee  mariCaTit .... 

"a-D.  1226,  Dominns  GnilL  Loageapea  primua  nouasMarlii 
obiit.  Ela  vero  uxor  ejus  7  anoia  euperrixit  ....  Una  die 
Ddo  monasterU  fimdaiit  prima  mane  xn.  KaL  Mali,  a,  d.  123!^ 
apod  Lacock,  in  quo  unclffi  degant  Cananiaen. . . .  Et  Henlon 
po6t  nonam,  anno  vero  staitiB  auffi  xlv."  fte. 

(w)  For  the  preceding  account,  Dugdole  refers  to  MoUBb 
Aagt  L  [r.  ii.]  p.  186,  but  giTee  it  as  enlarged  by  D.  Powel, 
in  biB  Hist,  of  Cambria,  p.  196,  who  is  Imown  to  have  followed 
aooielit  WeM  HSS.  Thb  words  in  the  MontutieiHi  are,— 
"  Qjii  accerntio  StUoribiu  Cestrite  et  Hiitrionilmt,  fettinuiter 
cum  exercitn  luo  Tenit  dnmipo  mo  facere  Buccorsum.  Walen- 
aei  Tero  ndeutea  mnltimdinem  magnam  vsnieutem,  relietl 
obaidione  fogamnt. ...  EI  propter  hoc  dedit  Oomea  ante^etoa 
....  Constabnlario  dominationem  Sutonmi  et  HtetTionnni. 
ConitabnlariuB  vero  retiauit  Bibi  e(  lueredibos  suis  domina- 
tloDem  SntoTum :  et  HiBtrionam  dedit  Ten  Sepeschallo." 
(So  the  paasage  should  apparently  be  pointed  ;  but  either  H 
or  OMD  seems  redondant.) 

We  shall  see  below,  in  note  (z),  the  proper  impart  of  the 
word  Hiitrvmti  :  but  it  is  Tery  remarkable  that  this  is  out  the 
word  used  in  the  grant  of  the  Conalabla  Do  I^cy  to  Dntton, 
but  "  Uagistarinm  ranniuin  Lioailonim  et  Merelrkmti  lotina 
CealKahire,  sisut  liberiua  illnm  [sic]  Ua^atarium  tVOM  da 
Comite"  (lid.  Blount's  Atieiait  T*imm,  p.  lU).    N«v,  ■■ 
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andcr  this  gnat  On  bein  of  Datton  confoMedlf  b»M  lor  OMiijr 
agm  h  moffiilerial  JDrisdiatioii  over  tii  iha  Uinstnli  ud 
HmdeiBiiB  of  tint  count]',  and  u  it  ooold  not  be  connyvd  by 
the  word  Mentrica,  the  URtiml  inferenoe  ii  that  the  HmstniU 
■were  eipiBssed  bj  tha  term  Leocatortt.  It  ii  tme,  Du  Cknge, 
compihiig  his  Glo^uvyi  DDuld  only  fisd  in  the  writers  he  eon- 
suited  this  word  used  in  fbo  aburiTe  ooiBe,  ottea  appHed  to 
everj'  synoDyme  of  the  gportive  and  dinnhile  Minatrel,  viz. 
Somrra,  minioqiHa,paTatitai,  eptde,  &c  (Thii  I  oonoelve  to  be 
the  proper  untngemeDt  of  thcae  raploiutiom,  whidi  only 
exprew  fiia  chaisoter  ^ren  to  the  miutiti  ebewhere ;  tee 
Da  Cange  pamim,  and  nolea  (c)  (s)  {i)  (i),  tvI.  iiu  2,  ftc.) 
But  be  qnotea  an  anirinit  HS.  in  Fivnoh  inMre,  wherein  the 
Leeeonr  (IM.  LiveatBr)  and  the  Minstrel  are  joiiied  together, 
as  reeeinog  from  Charlemagne  a  grant  of  the  lerrilory  of 
ProTence,  and  &om  whom  tlie  Pniveojal  TroabadoatB  were 
desired,  Ac.     See  the  passage  ahove  in  note  (c),  p.  lifiii. 

The  exeeptiDD  in  favinir  of  the  familj  of  Dotton  is  thu« 
expreaaad  in  the  Slatnte,  Amio  39  Ehz.  chap.  It.  entitled, 
"  An  Act  for  ponUhmcot  of  Rogues,  Vagabonds,  and  Sturdy 
Bogga™," 

'S  n.  ...  All  Fencers,  Bearwards,  Common  Flayers  of 
Enterlndes,  and  Mindrdi,  wandering  abroad  (other  than 
Players  of  Enterludea  belon^g  to  any  Bsron  of  this  Realm, 
or  any  other  honourable  Perstoiage  of  greater  degree,  to  be 
authorised  to  play  under  tiie  baud  and  seal  of  anas  of  such 
Baron  or  Personage)  :  all  Jnglers,  Tinkers,  Pedlers,  &c. . . . 
shall  be  adjudged  and  deemed  Roguee,  Tagabonds,  and  Sturdy 
B^gacs,&c. 

*  g  X.  Provided  always,  that  this  Act^  or  any  thing  therein 
OODtained,  or  any  anthority  thereby  given,  shall  not  in  any 
wise  extend  to  dionherit,  prejudice,  or  hinder,  John  Dntton, 
of  Dntton,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  Esquiro,  his  hein  or 
aaigni,  for,  touching  or  concerning  any  liberty,  prebeminence, 
authority,  jnriadicticai,  or  inheritance,  which  the  said  John 
D^ton  DOW  Uwfdlly  oseth,  or  hath,  or  lawfully  may  or  ought 
to  am  within  the  Connty-Palaline  of  Chester,  and  the  County 
at  the  Gly  of  Chester,  or  either  of  them,  by  reason  of  any 
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■mnMit  ChMten  ol  anj  Kings  of  thii  Land,  or  1^  teuon  of 
uttj  prsMription,  vnge,  or  title  whataMver.' 

The  nme  cUn*a  are  renewed  in  the  laat  Act  on  tUa  mb- 
ject,  pHsed  in  the  reign  of  Geo.  III. 

(x)  Edward  I. <tf  He  knigkHmg  of  kit  km,  ^.]     See 

Km.  TriTeli  Annalea,  Oxon.  1719,  Bvo.  p.  34S. 

"  In  feato  Pentecoatea  Rei  filimn  Haam  umis  milittuibna 
cinxit,  et  enm  eo  Comitea  Warennin  et  Amndelin,  aliosque, 
qoonua  nomenia  dncentoa  et  qoadrvigiiita  diciCur  exoewiaHe. 
Eodem  die  cnm  aedieaet  Hex  in  meoHa,  noviB  mililibna  cir- 
enmdatiu,  ingresBa  MiniMrdlomm  Mutittudo,  portanljiiiii  mul- 
tipliei  omatn  aioictiun,  nt  militee  pnedpae 
et  indaneient,  aJ  Tovendmn  taetam  a. 

(t)  Bjaaa^iraingtlation,^.']  See  in  Heame'a  Appoid. 
ad  Ldandi  CoUecton.  toI.  tL  p.  36,  "  A  Dietarie,  Wiitles 
pablished  altar  the  Ordinance  of  Earlea  and  Banma^  Anno 
Dun.  1315." 

'  Edward,  by  the  grace  of  God,  &.e.  to  SheriffeB,  &c.  greet- 
ing. Forasmuch  aa  . . .  .  ratny  idle  peruma,  under  colour  of 
Hynstrelue,  and  going  in  messageB,  and  other  fiigned  boaine^ 
hare  hen  and  jret  be  reoeared  in  other  mens  haoiiea  to  meafe 
and  drynke,  and  he  not  therwith  contented  yf  they  be  not 
largely  consydered  with  gyftes  of  the  Lordea  of  the  hooaes, 
6x, . . ,  Wb  wyllyng  to  reatrafue  inch  outrageoas  enterprises 

and  idleDeaa,  &c.  have  ordejned that  to  the  hoases  of 

Prelates, Eortes, and  Barons,noneresorttonieateand  dijuke, 
nnlease  he  be  a  Hynstrel,  and  of  these  MinstrEJs  that  there 
come  none,  except  it  be  three  or  four  Minstrela  of  Honour  at 
the  most  in  one  day,  nnleese  he  be  desired  of  tlie  Lorde  of  the 
Honae.  And  to  the  houses  of  meanw  men  that  none  codm 
unleaae  be  he  desired,  and  that  such  as  sliall  come  so,  bolde 
thanaelvea  contented  with  meate  and  diynks,  and  with  auah 
enrt««ie  as  the  Muster  of  the  Hotue  vyl  shewe  unto  than  of 
hii  owne  good  wyll,  withont  th^  aikyng  of  any  tliyng.  And 
yf  any  one  do  agaynst  this  Ordinannoe,  at  the  first  ^rme  he  to 
lose  hia  Hinatreleie,  and  nt  tbe  second  tyme  to  furaweaov  Ua 
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Theaa  wliaae^  sroM  tfpua  to  U  great  >  heiglit  u  aver  in 
little  more  than  a  esototy  >fter,  in  cmuequence,  I  suppose,  of 
tlie  liocDtknuDtH  that  crept  in  during  the  civil  wuv  of  York 
■md  Lancuter.  Thia  ^ipean  fFDm  the  Charter  9  E.  IT., 
Tefarred  to  in  page  1.  "Ex  quonkel  tuuntutiane  .... 
MiniatrBllanun  naetramm  aeeqiimiu  qoaliler  nannnlli  rndM 
■gricols  et  mrtifiees  di*enamm  miateramm  regni  nostri  Ad- 
giiie,  fiuBrant  Be  fore  Uinistnlloa,  qoonun  aliqui  Libentun 
nosEnm  eia  minime  dUam  portarent,  aeipaoa  etiam  fingentea 
eew  Mimlratiia  noifraa  pnprki,  cajua  qnidem  Liberataa  ac 
diets  artis  UTe  occupationia  Miaistrallornni  *)lore,  in  diTeiKs 
partibiia  regai  noatri  pnedicti  grandes  pecuuianun  eiactionea 
it  ligeia  noatria  deeep^ve  coiliguni,"  &c, 

AbuBCB  of  thia  kind  prevailed  much  later  in  Watee,  as  ap- 
peara  trom  the  fiunoiu  Canunisaitm  issued  ont  in  S  Eliz.  (1S67), 
fbr  beatowing  the  Silteb  Hibt  on  the  best  Hinstrel,  Rjth- 
mer,  or  Bard,  in  the  principality  of  North  Wales  ;  of  which  a 
fuller  aceonat  will  be  f^ven  b^w  in  note  (b  a  3).  , 

(z)  It  u  Ctu  rdalai  bf  Stov.]  See  his  Snnre;  of  LoodoD, 
Ac.,tol.  1633.  p.  621.  [Ace.  of  Westm.  Hal!.]  Stow  had  thia 
passage  from  Waldngbam's  Hist.  Aug. ..."  Intravtt  qtuedam 
muUra  aroala  Histrionali  babitu,  equnm  boDom  insidena  His- 
trionaliUr  phaleiatDin,  qnn  mengas  more  Histriooum  cir- 
euivit ;  et  tandem  ad  Regia  mensam  per  gradna  aacendit,  et 
qnandam  literam  coram  rege  posuit,  et  retraclo  fneno  (salu- 
tatia  nbiqno  dtwuinbendbaa)  prout  lenerat  itn  recesdt,"  &c. 
Anglic.  Norm,  ScnpL  Ac  Fraoc.  1603,  fol.  p.  109. 

It  rnaj  ha  obaerved  here,  that  MinstreU  and  others  often 
rode  on  horseback  iip  to  the  royal  table,  when'  the  kings  were 
feasting  in  their  great  halla.     See  in  this  vol.  p.  74,  &-c. 

The  answer  of  tlie  porters  (when  they  were  afterwards 
blamed  for  adinilling  her)  also  deserves  attention .  "  Non  esse 
Boris  domua  regin  .Sbtrioaa  ab  ingreasn  qnomodalibet  pro- 
lilbere,"  &e.  Walnngh. 

That  Stow  lightly  translated  the  Latin  wordfiiMrio  here  by 
VOL.  I.  a 
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Mnutrd,  mauuDg  a  moKoiui  that  BiiDg>  ind  wbosa  iDbjceti 
were  stoiiea  of  cMT>lry,  ftdmita  of  caa;  proof :  ibr  in  the  Gala 
Bomanonm,  obap.  cii.,  Menury  ii  repreaeoted  as  coniiDg  to 
Ar^us  in  ths  cluncter  of  a  Minstrel ;  when  lie  "  iwxpit,  mon 
Hutrimttiu,  fitbolaa  dioora,  at  plenimque  eantare."  (T.  War- 
Mn,  iU.  p.  Ii.)  And  Mmatoii  cites  ■  pawge  in  an  old  Italian 
chronicle,  wherein  mentiaii  is  niade  of  a  Mage  erected  at 
Milan  : — "  Saper  quo  HiHriona  emiabawt,  eieat  modo  cantatnr 
de  Rolando  et  OliTerio."— .^mIkA.  /(dI.  ii.  p.  6.  (Obaerr.  on 
the  Statutes,  40i  ediL  p.  363.} 

See  bIbo  notes  (e),  page  liriii.  &.e.,  and  (r),  p.  Ixx.  &c. 

(i  a)  Tkere  Amid  tarn  lo  hitve  bam  mmat  of  lAii  pn/anoa.] 
This  may  bo  inferred  from  the  ™riety  of  names  ^propriaUd 
to  them  in  the  middle  ages,  viz.  Anglo-Sax.  Blipmeben  I'Glee- 
maiden],  Ac,  sl^cnbemaben,  ^^bj^benejlrpa  (vide  supia, 
p.  Ixsv.),  Fr,  Jenglemie,  Med.  Lat.  Joeulatrix,  Minutraliaa, 
Firtaina  JUiniiltnalii,  &c.  (Vide  Da  Cange,  Gloaa.  and 
S.„L) 

See  what  is  said  in  page  1.  conceming  the  "  Patera  of  the 
fraternity  of  MinBtreLs!"  see  also  a  panage  quoted  by  Dr. 
Bnmey  (ii.  3lfi]  from  Huratori,  of  the  Chorus  of  women  sing- 
ing throtigh  the  streets,  accompanied  witb  mosical  instminents, 
in  \26B. 

Had  the  female  described  by  Walaingbain  been  a  ToaJit^tre, 
or  Dancing-woman  (see  Tytwhitt's  Chancer,  iv.  SO],  and  v. 
Gloss.),  that  historian  wonld  probably  have  used  the  word 
^ahatrix.     (See  T.  Warton,  i.  240,  note  ta.) 

These  Saitatnaa  were  prohibited  from  exhibiting  In  ehnnbes 
and  chorch-yards  along  with  JoadM/ra,  Bidriona,  with  whom 
the;  were  eometimes  classed,  especially  by  the  rigid  eoele- 
aiaadca,  who  censured,  in  the  seTerest  terms,  all  these  sportive 
characters.    (Tide  T.  Warton,  in  loco  dtato.  et  vide  aopim 

And  here  I  would  observe,  that  although  Fauchet  and  other 
Subseqnent  writeni  affect  to  arrange  the  Beveral  metnbers  ef 
the  minstrel  profession  under  the  different  dassee  of  IVowrra 
(or  TnnAadouTi),  (^anterm,  Conttoan,  iaiju^etat,  &a.  (vide 
page  Ixv.),  BB  if  they  were  distinct  and  separate  orders  of 
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men,  dearlj  distingmibed  from  each  other  by  tbeae  appro- 
priate termi,  we  find  no  anfficient  grounds  for  tliia  in  the 
oldest  writera ;  but  the  genentl  names  in  Latin,  BtMrto, 
Mmat,  Joaitator,  MiMitraUut,  Ac. ;  in  French,  Jfmolrifr, 
Mfa^nl,  Joaglaar,  JugUar,  &.e. ;  and  in  English,  Jogdtur, 
Jitgla-f  Miadnl,  and  the  like,  seem  to  be  given  them  india- 
cciminatel}'.  And  one  or  other  uT  these  nunee  seems  to  have 
been  sometimes  applied  to  eierj  Bpedes  of  men  whose  busi- 
ness  it  was  to  entertain  or  divert  [jomdari),  whether  with 
poesf,  singing,  mane,  or  geeliculatioo,  sin^j,  or  with  a  mii- 
ture  of  oU  these.  Yet  u  all  men  of  this  sort  were  considered 
aa  belonging  to  one  clsss,  order,  or  community  (many  of  tlie 
above  arts  being  sometimes  exercised  by  (he  same  peistm), 
they  hod  all  of  them  doubtless  the  same  privileges,  snd  it 
equally  throws  hght  apon  the  genersJ  history  of  the  prafesaian, 
to  show  what  favour  or  encoursgemont  was  given,  at  any  par- 
ticular period  of  time,  to  any  one  branch  of  it.  1  have  not, 
therefore,  thought  it  needfiil  to  inquire,  whether,  in  the  various 
passages  quoted  in  these  pages,  the  word  Miiulrd,  &e.  is 
always  to  be  understood  in  ita  exact  and  proper  meaniog  of  a 
Singer  to  the  Halp,  &c. 

That  men  of  very  different  arts  and  talents  were  inclnded 
under  the  common  name  of  Mhutr^,  &c.,  appears  from  a 
variety  of  authorities.  Thna  we  have  Maiatrd$  dt  Tromjia, 
and  Menatrdi  d»  Botake,  in  the  Suppl.  to  Du  Cange,  c  1237, 
and  it  appears  still  more  evident  from  an  old  French  Khyma*, 
whom  I  shall  qnute  at  large. 

"  Les  Quens'  manda  lee  Menatrdt; 

Et  si  a  tet'  crier  entre  els, 

Qui  la  meillor  truffe '  aanroit 

Dire,  ne  &Jre,  qu'il  auroit 

Sa  robe  d'escarlate  nneve. 

L'dds  Meueatrels  a  Tautre  reuve 

Fere  son  meatier,  tel  qu^  sot, 

li  uns  fet  I'yvre,  I'autie  sot ; 

Li  UDS  chant«,  li  autre  note ; 

■  Le  Compte.  *  Fut.  ■  Sornette  \a  gibe,  s  j«t,  or 
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£t  U  anbM  dtt  la  tkitfl  ;  -  , 

EtHuitnalajenglerie'; 

Cil  qui  •eTflnt  de  jon^eris 

Vieknt  par  daTaot  1b  CoaiB  ; 

AncDiu  ja  qui  fablUuu  oonte 

II  i  ot  did  mainte  liate,"  &e. 

fUttiHii<ta«b(,12mo.tom.u.p.  161. 
And  vliat  qweie*  of  entertainmflnt  ma  aSinded  by  tbe  an- 
cient Jagglenm,  we  lean  trota  the  tallowing  eitatioD  firvm  an 
old  Homauce,  written  in  1230.' 

"  Qoand  lea  tables  osteei  fnroit 

C'ii  juggUtm  in  piea  eaturent 

S'ont  Tielles,  et  harpeg  piiseea 

CbaiuoQa,  sans,  ven,  et  repriwB 

Et  gtila  ohant^  noa  ont" 
Sir  J.  Hawkiaa,  iL  44,  from  Andr.  Du  CIitHie.    See  also 
'ryrwhill'g  Obuobt,  it,  p.  289. 

All  tbe  before-menlioned  aporla  weot  by  the  general  name 
ot  MiitiilTalma,  MinitUBomm,  lAuUera,  Sec — "  Clwrta  an.  1377, 
apnd  Rymer,  Tii.  p.  160.  '  Fencto  autem  pnudia,  aacaidebM 
D.  Rex  in  eameram  maiD  cum  Pnelatia,  Mas^ttboa,  et  Pro- 
eeribna  pnedictii :  et  deineepe  Magnatea,  Militea,  et  Domini, 
aliique  Generoai  diem  iUiun,  lu^ue  ad  tempus  ecente,  in  lr{- 
paJtit,  (vraif,  it  •afenpniJ'iif  JfiRu(raMi«,prEB  gaudio  Bolempni- 
tatia  iUiuB  oonBnoarant,'"— (Du  Cange,  Gloea.  773.)  .'[TliiB 
waa  at  the  Conmation  of  King  Richard  IL] 

It  was  common  for  the  Minrtrels  to  dance,  w  well  aa  to  harp 
and  aing  (ha  aboTe,  note  (a),  p.  Iiviil).  Thua  in  the  old 
romance  of  linmte  A  Btaneo;  Val.  151 1,  the  Uth  cap.  lib.  iL 
begina  thoa,  "  Deqioea  que  laa  Mesaa  fueron  aljadas  Tinteroa 
ks  HimBtrilea  ;  y  delante  del  Rey,  y  de  b  Rejna  danpToii 
on  lato  :  y  deapuea  truxeron  coladon." 

They  alao,  probably,  among  their  other  feats,  played  trieba 
of  sleight  of  band  :  hence  the  word  Jugler  oame  to  eignify  a 
performer  of  Legerdemain  ;  and  it  was  Bometbnes  nsed  in  tin* 
■ense  (to  wblch  it  ia  now  appropriated)  even  so  early  aa  the 

'  Jinglerie,  babillige,  nflleria. 
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An  appareDce  jnude  bj  Bom  tnftpke. 
Jut  JoeiLonns  plaian  at  Hum  teXca  grate." 
See  alflo  the  Fm^i  TaU,  1.  p.  379,  t.  7049. 

(ii  2)  Fmeia  piajrin^  cm  tie  Earp.^  Thua  in  the  old  ci>- 
muioe  of  1^  JJe^vTH  (or  Dii^rw,  toL  iiL  no.  S3,  p.  32),  we  hKra 
[ffign.  D.  i.], 

"  Tbe  lady,  that  waa  lo  taire  and  bright, 
Upon  her  bed  ahe  aate  down  ryght ; 
She  haiped  nolea  swele  and  fine. 
[H^  nufdi  fined  a  piece  of  wine.] 
And  Sjc  Degore  sate  him  downe, 
For  to  hear  tbe  baipcs  sowDe." 
.    Tbe  foarth  line  being  omitted  in  the  pr.  eopy,  ia  snf^lied 
from  tbe  fidio  HS. 

In  the  iSji^  q^ixim  Aiyrw  (nd. iiL  DO.  34,  p. 33),  the  kmg 
mjt  to  hia  duster  [%n.  D.  L] 

"  Ye  wera  wont  to  haipe  and  ^ng. 
And  be  tbe  meryeat  in  chamber  comyng." 
In  tbe  CoiU  tf  OiriUi  (>oI.  ia  no.  10,  p.  20),  we  have  the 
foUowing  pasn^.     [FoliD  HS.  p.  4S1,  v.  217.] 
"  Downe  came  a  lady  taire  and  free, 
And  Mtt  her  on  die  Carlea  knee  ; 
One  vdiOea  ahee  haiped  another  whiles  aong. 
Both  of  paiMDODm  and  loninge  amonge." 
And  in  the  romanoa  of  .E^  owl  OriBH  (toI.  iiL  no,  12,  p.  BO), 
we  have  [ibid.  p.  1ST,  ooL  2],  in  port  i.  ver.  263, 
"  The  ladye  fityre  of  how  and  hjdo 
Shee  Bate  downe  by  the  bed  Bide 
Shee  laid  a  Boater  [pealtry]  vpon  her  knee 
Thereon  ahee  plaid  full  loveeomelye. 
. . ,  And  her  2  maydena  aweetlye  ■ange." 
tr  paiMge  ocean  in  part  It.  TOT.  lis  (pag«  138).   Bnt 


ifdb,  Google 


CH  HOTEa  ox  THI 

(bbMCKoXv ioaTToMaKi»g'^tl>'MiiutnU.y 

EDtitled,  Carta  Lt  Boy  Ae  Mimitnmif  (in  LMin,  BiHriimm, 
vide  Plott,  p.  437).  A  oopj  of  thia  chvlor  a  printed  ^ 
Honut.  Ajiglic.  L  3U,  Mid  in  Bloant'i  Lkw  Diction.  1717 
{it.  King). 

Tbit  th^  wu  a  moat  nspectkble  offiofV,  both  bare  ud  on 
the  ContineDt,  will  ^>peer  from  tbe  pMNgei  quoted  below, 
and  tfaerefore  it  eoold  only  lutTe  been  in  modern  timea,  when 
the  pKqier  meaning  of  ib«  ori^nal  tanm  Jfiautnuilc,  and 
HidTi(ma,  ww  forgot,  tliat  he  'wmt  eallei  King  i^  tin  Fiddlmi 
oD  which  aabject  ise  below,  note  (b  e  2). 

Concerning  the  King  cf  lie  Mitutrdi  we  baTe  tbe  followfug 
curioo*  paasagea  collected  by  Du  Cange,  Gloeft.  i*.  773. 

"  Ba  JfMHtxKoniM ;  anpremois  inter  Mimi^dlot :  de  eigna 
mnnere,  poteatote  in  cnteros  JfiNut<Kot  agit  Charta  Henriia 
IV.  Begia  Anglin  in  Monaat.  Anglicaoo,  ton.  L  pag.  SS6. — 
Charta  originalia  an.  1338.  Je  Robert  Careron  Rc^  des 
Menestreola  du  Koyaome  de  Franoe.  Alin  ann.  13S7  et  13^ 
Copin  de  Breqoin  Boy  des  Heneatres  da  Royanme  de  IVance. 
Compntimi  de  amiliis  pro  redemptione  Hegia  Johannia,  ann. 
1367.  Poor  tme  Cdutonm  ir.<inwi<  qn'ii  dinina  le  joorde  la 
Tiphaine  an  Soy  dee  M^wetrela. 

"  Itegeatnm  HagnonuD  Diemm  Trecvuaiuui  an.  1390.  Snpor 
qnod  Joannes  dietm  ChanniUona  Juglator,  cni  Dominoe  Rei 
per  maa  literaa  tanqnun  Btytm  Juglaloritm  in  civitate  Xre- 
cenai  Mapaterinm  Juglatoram,  qnemadmodnm  soai  jdMeret 
Tolontati,  conceeaciat."    Gloaa.  c.  168?. 

There  ia  a  very  curiona  pasaage  in  Paaqnier'a  BmIwcIui  dl 
la  Frtmet,  Paris,  1833,  folio,  Ut.  7,  eh.  v.  p.  611,  wheredn  he 
j^ipeata  to  be  ai  a  toea  how  to  account  for  the  title  of  Le  Boj, 
assumed  by  the  old  eompoaera  of  metrioal  romances  :  in  one  of 
which  the  author  expreealy  decUrea  himulf  to  haie  been  a 
JTiatfrgJ.  Tbe  aolnlion  of  the  difficulty,  that  he  had  been  Ia 
Jby^iftiKitpeb,  will  be  esteemed  mora  probdile  than  what 
Pwqnlar  here  advaucea  ;  for  I  have  noTer  leen  tbe  title  of 
Primee  ^ven  to  a  Hinatrel,  &e.  cciL  "  A  nos  vienx  Poetes 
....  oomme  . .  fnat  qn'ilti  euaeent  certain  jeox  de  priz  en 
leucs  Poeaiea,  ila  . . . .  honorwent  dn  nome,  tantot  de  Boi), 
tantot  de  PThux,  oelny  qui  avoit  le  n  ' 
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m7<iia  entre  ka  AicIkse,  ArbaleBtian,  et  HarqiiebiuiBni  otre 
bit  ie  ■omhlablfti    Aimi  rAuthcor  dn  Ranun  d'Oger  la 

"  lej  endnriet  eat  eil  Lirre  finez 
Qoi  dea  en&iia  Oger  eat  &ppeltez 
Or  Tocille  Dial  qall  aoit  paraehevez 
E^  tel  manieie  keatre  n'en  punt  blamez 
Le  Boy  Adams  [r.  Ardenea]  ki  il'cet  mnui. 
*■  Et  en  celuy  de  Cleomadea, 

"  Ce  Livre  da  Cleonudea 
Bimf-je  la  Soy  Adanes 
Heneatra  u  bon  Due  Heni^. 
"  Hot  de  Soy,  qnl  eerait  tr^tnal  apiauprU  i  im  Mtnalrier, 
81  d'aiUeiini  on  ne  le  npportirit  k  dd  Jen  da  prii :  Et  de  &iet 
it  aambia  que  de  noatre  tempa,  il  ;  en  east  enoaraa  qaelqne  ra- 
marqoea,  en  ee  que  le  mot  de  Jomin^air  a'eatuit  par  sncoaa- 
■lon  de  tempa  tonrn^  en  bntelage,  aona  arona  van  en  Doatre 
jsuueSBe  les  Joomglenn  se  trooTer  k  eartain  janr  toni  lee  ana 
«n  la  lille  de  Cbannj  vn  Pioardie,  pom'  bire  monatre  da  leor 
mortiier  derant  le  monde,  \  qui  miem.    E(  ee  qtu  j'tn  dia 
ioj  o'eat  paa  paur  Tilipender  oes  aneienB  Rimenra,  amai  ponj' 
muuBlnir  qn^  ■>';  a  chcee  ai  belle  qui  ne  s'an^wtiaae  arec 

We  aee  bere  that,  in  the  time  of  Paaqoier,  tbe  poor  Minatiel 
w«a  sonic  into  aa  low  eetimatiiHi  in  Fianee,  aa  he  wis  then  or 
■fterwuda  in  England  ;  bat  b;  hia  apology  for  oomparing  the 
Jmi«gUim,  who  oaaambled  to  exca«ise  their  faculty,  in  his 
yontli,  to  the  anaieM  BiauitTt,  it  ia  plain  they  exerted  then; 
■kill  in  rtiyme. 

Aa  for  king  Adensa,  or  Adenea  (whoae  name  in  the  Hiat 
paaaage  above  is  cornjptly  printed  Adami),  he  is  recorded  in 
the  BiUioAiqiu  da  Eommu,  Amst  1734, 19mo.  vol.  L  page 
B3S,  to  hare  coo^Kwed  the  two  romaneea  in  Terse  above  men- 
tioiud,  and  a  third,  entitled,  Lt  Bonum  it  Sntvn ;  all  three 
deing  preaerred  in  a  MS.  written  about  1S70.  His  £o»  Dun 
Satry,  I  otmeuTe  to  have  been  Henfy  Onke  of  Bnbaut. 

(asS)  Ki»g  tf  At  MiKHrdt,  kc^    See  Anntia'i  Refjiater 
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Dfthe  Ordar  of  the  Outer,  ii.  p.  303,  who  tella  lu, "  Hie  PM^ 
■ident  or  Qovemoor  of  the  MiuMrtU  had  t)w  like  ilTmrnin* 
tion  of  Bug  in  France  and  Burgundy  ;  ud  in  t^gl«"'<,  Jnha 
of  Oaimt  sonstiUitBd  aoeh  an  officer  bj'  t,  patent ;  and  long 
before  hii  tima  payments  were  made  by  the  Ccom  to  [a] 
King  of  the  Minstrels  by  Edw.  I.  Regi  Roberto  MinistiaUo 
s«ntifeFO  ad  arma  commonoti  ad  vadi»  Regis  anno  6to.  {Bibl. 
Cottrai.  Veapas.  c.  16.  f.  3],  as  likewise  [Libro  Gardaidk  a& 
E.I.J  MiniBtrallis  in  die  nuptiarum  ComitLun  Holland  filite 
Regis,  Regi  Pago,  Johanni  Vidulatori,  Ac.  Morello  itegi, 
&c.  Dmetto  Monthaiit,  et  Jaeketto  de  Scot.  Regibns,  cnilibet 
eonun,  zL  s.  Rep  Fagio  de  Hallandia,  &c.  Under  Ed.  II. 
we  likewise  find  other  entries,  R^  Roberto  et  aliis  Misis- 
trallis  facieotibus  Menistnllias  [Uinistraleiaa,  qu.j  snaa  eoram 
Rege.  [Bibl.  Cotton.  Nero,  c  S.  p.  dd.  b.  C«np.  Gardarofa.] 
That  King  granted  Witlielmo  de  Horiee  dielo  Roy  de  Ncoth, 
Hinistrallo  Regis,  domes  qun  fiiemnt  Johannla  le  Botdor 
dicti  Roy  Bnmhaud  [Fat.  de  terr.  toriafoct  16  E.  IIL]." 
He  adds  below  (p.  304),  a  similar  inatanoe  of  »  Sa  Jn^ 
(anim,and  that  the  "King  of  the  Minstrels" at  length  was 
styled  in  FraneeAijrdn  Fio2iHu(FnietiereDiet)0D.UniTerB.), 
as  nith  us, "  King  of  the  Fiddlers  ;"■»)  which  mbjeet  see  below, 
note  (bb  3). 

(BB  3)  The  Statute  4  Hen.  IV.  (1402),  c.  37,  runs  in  dnee 
terms, "  Item,  par  eMhuir  pliuaeuis  diseases  et  miBebiefB  qoot 
adveanz  devauut  OM  beorea  en  la  terre  de  Gales  par  plusjenra 
Weatoura  Rymoors,  Hinstralx  et  aotrea  Vaoabondea,  or- 
deignez  est  et  establiz  qe  mil  Westour,  Rymooc  Minislral  na 
Vaeabond  soit  aucunement  sostenuz  en  la  terre  de  Gales  pur 
fiure  kymorthas  ou  coUlage  sorla  commune  poeple  iUaeques." 
This  is  among  the  severe  laws  agamst  the  Welsh,  fumA 
during  the  resentment  oceauoned  by  the  outrages  committed 
under  Owen  Olendour  j  and  sa  the  Welsh  Bards  had  exidted 
Uieic  countiymen  to  rebellion  against  the  English  govoTiineat, 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  the  Act  is  concdTed  in  terms  ef 
the  utmost  indignatiim  and  contempt  against  this  cIbbb  of  man, 
who  are  described  as  Bgmoun,  MiniMraU,  which  are  appa- 
rently here  used  as  only  synonymous  terms  to  eipresa  the 
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Wdah  Bard*  with  the  tun&l  eiubennee  of  our  AcH  of  Pu- 
Ibunent ;  for  if  th^  itfinitnib  lukd  beai  mere  mnaieiauB,  they 
mxtld  not  have  required  the  vigilance  of  the  Eoglieh  kgielk' 
tare  (o  EuppraB  Atem.  It  was  Otax  songB  exmtiiig  their 
countiTinen  to  iiuuiTection  which  produced  "  lea  diaeaaea  et 
iM»eihtef»  en  la  lerre  de  Galea." 

It  ia'  atao  gnbmitted  tu  the  reader,  whetbei  the  aama  «ppli- 
eatico  of  tlM  teRDB  doee  not  atill  mora  okarijr  appear  in  the 
ComiBi»f<ni  iasned  in  1667,  and  printed  in  Evan  ETaiu'e  Spe- 
dmeng  of  Welch  Poetiy,  1764,  4to.  p.  t.  for  bealowing  the 
SiLTiB  HiHF  on  "  the  chief  of  that  faculty."  For  after  set- 
ting forth  "  that  vagrant  and  idle  peraona,  naming  themaelvea 
Jfiiu(re/t,  Rt/Anttn,  and  Bardi,  liad  latdy  grown  into  each 
inteleTable  mnltitnde  within  the  Prinaipality  in  North  Wales, 
that  not  only  gentlemea  and  others  bj  their  shameleea  dis- 
ordsm  are  oflentimeH  disquieted  in  their  halHtatiaiia,  bat  also 
expert  MimltnU  and  Mttriaaiu  in  tirngt  cmd  engtige  thereby 
mnch  cUsooorBged,"  Ac  and  "  hindred  [of]  livings  and  pre- 
ferment," ftc,  it  appoints  a  time  and  place,  wherein  all  '  per- 
MBis  that  intend  to  '"«J"'ft')'  their  Kving  by  name  or  colonr  of 
Mimtrdi,  ByOmen,  or  Bardi,"  within  five  ahirea  of  N.  Wales, 
"  (hall  ^ipear  to  show  their  learningB  aeoori^ngly,"  Ac.  And 
the  ComminionBie  are  required  to  admit  euoh  as  siiall  be 
found  worthy,  into  and  under  the  degrees  heretofore  in  use, 
so  that  they  may  "  use,  exercise,  and  fbQow  the  sdenoes  and 
{hmltiee  of  their  protessionB  in  such  deoent  order  as  shall  ap- 
pertain to  each  of  th^  degrees."  And  the  rest  are  to  return 
to  some  haneat  labour,  &e.  upon  p^n  to  be  taken  «e  sturdy 
and  idle  vagabonds,  &c. 

(bb  4)  Holingshed  tnuislated  this  passi^  from  Tbo.  de 
Ehnham'a  "  Vita  et  Qtsta  Henrid  V."  seiL  "  Soli  Omnipotent 
Dm  ae  Telle  vicloriam  imputari ....  in  tantom,  qaod  ouitus 
da  ma  trlunipho  fieri,  sea  per  dtharistas  vel  alioa  qnescunque 
CMUwi  penitus  proMbebat.''  [Edit.  Ueaniii,  1727,  p.  72.J 
As  in  liiB  version,  Holingshed  attributea  Itaa  >iiailM<r  as  well  as 
itapiajr  ^ties  to  Minalzeli,  It  ia  plain  he  knew  that  men  of 
id  to  do  both. 
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(c  c)  in*  H<>lultaU£oot,^<!.]    See  Section  V. 

"  Of  the  Nomnbre  of  &1L  mj  Lords  Samanta." 

**  Item,  MynstnllB  in  Hooahiddl,  iij.  viz.  A  lUMSett,  a 
Luyte,  ind  >  Rebecc."  [The  lebeek  ww  &  kind  of  fiddle  with 
three  iCrings.] 

Sect.  XLIV.  3. 
"  Hewardia  to  bi«  LordBhipia  SerrumtH,"  &c. 

"  Item,  M;  Lorde  uuth  ande  jwjcDBtomjth  to  gyf  yeriy, 

when  his  Lordschipp  is  kt  home,  to  bis  MynetnuUe  thM  be 

dsl;  in  his  houahold,  as  his  Tabret,  Lute,  ude  Rebek,  ufoa 

New.Yecea-dft}'  in  the  momynge  when  they  doo  play  at  my 

Lordis  cdiAmbie  doore  for  hii  Lordsohipe  and  my  Lady,  xx.  a. 

Va,  liij,  B,  Hij,  d.  for  my  Lorde,  and  vj.  a.  viij.  d.  for  my 

Lady,  if  sohe  be  at  my  Xjords  fyndynge,  ud  Bat  at  hir  owco  ; 

and  for  playing  at  my  Lordia  eooe  and  heir  chaumbre  dcmre, 

the  Lord  Percy,  ij.  a.    And  for  playinge  at  the  ohanmbn 

donrea  of  my  Lords  yonger  Sonnes,  my  yonge  Maiaters,  afUa* 

»iii  4,  the  pace  for  every  irf  them. — mriij.  a.  iUj.  d." 

Sect  XLIV.  2. 

"  Reward  to  be  yeren  to  Btrangers,  aa  Players, 

MynatniUa,  m;  any  other,"  &c 

**  Fiirst,  my  Lorde  usith  and  acoiMomj'tii  to  gyf  to  Uw 
Kinga  Jogler  ; .  . . .  when  they  ciutome  to  come  nnto  hym 
jerely,  vj.  s,  viij.  d. 

*^  Item,  my  Lord  math  and  aceuetomyth  to  gyf  yerely  the 
Kynge  or  the  Qneeaes  Barwarde,if  they  have  one,  when  they 
custom  to  com  nnto  hym  yerely,— ^.s.  vlij.  d. 

"  Item,  my  X.orde  usith  and  scenatomyth  to  gyfe  yerly  to 
every  Erlia  Hynatrellia,  when  they  customs  to  come  to  hym 
yerely,  iij. a.  iiij.  d.  Ande  if  they  come  to  my  Loird  eeldome, 
onea  in  ij  or  iij  yarea,  than  tj.  a.  TJij.  d. 

"  Item,  my  Lorde  nrath  and  accnstomedeth  to  ^le  yerely  to 
an  Erla  Hynstrall,  if  he  be  his  speeiaU  lorde,  &tod^  or  kyna- 
man,  if  they  come  yerely  to  his  Lordachipe ....  And«  if  they 
corns  'to  my  lord'  aeldame,  onea  in  ii  or  iii  jerea,  vj.s. 

"  Item,  my  Lorde  oseth  ande  accuitomyth  to  gyf  yerely  a 
DookH  or  Erlia  Tmmpetla,  if  they  com  vj  together  to  faia 
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IiordaMpp,  Til.  if  the;  come  yerly,  vj.  ■,  viij.  d.    Aode  if  they 
OOme  but  in  ij  or  iij  jeros,  than  i.  s. 

"  iMm,  my  Lorde  naeth  uul  Bcciutometh  jerlj,  wbeu  bia 
Lordship  ii  at  honM,  ta  gyf  to  iij  of  the  Kyngi  Shonu,  when 
they  com  to  my  Lorde  yerely,  x.  b." 

I  Buinot  oanclods  thifl  note  without  obaerving,  that  in  thii 
emimerstion  the  funily  tlinatrel*  aeem  to  hare  been  mnn- 
<aaDS  only,  end  yet  tioth  the  Earra  TmiDpetB  ind  Ibe  King's 
SbawmH  are  eridently  diitinguished  tima  the  EuI'b  Minstreli 
»ai  the  King's  Jugter.  Now  we  find  Juffglen  alill  eoapled 
with  PifMn  in  Bftrkiay's  Bjloga,  drc  1614.  (Warton,  ii, 
ibi.) 

(c  c  2)  The  honours  and  rewards  eonfeiTed  on  Hinatrels, 
&e.y  in  the  middle  ages,  were  excesnre,  aa  will  be  seen  by 
waaj  instauoes  in  these  volomes  ;  vid.  notes  (b)  (f),  &c.  But 
moie  particularly  with  r^ard  to  English  Mioatrds,  &a.,  see 
T.  Warton's  Hi*,  of  Eng.  Pottry,  i.  p.  SS— 92, 116,  &c  ;  ii. 
106, 106,  2S4,  ftc.  Dr.  Bumey's  Su(.  i^Mtmt,  n.  p.  316— 
319,397-399,427,428. 

Ou  thia  head,  it  may  he  mfficient  to  add  the  fallowing  pM- 
eage  from  the'Flela,  lib,  iL  c.  S3.  "  Officimn  Elemoeinaiij 
eat,  Eijnoa  reiictos,  Robas,  Fecnniam,  et  alia  ad  Elemoainam 
iHFgtter  recipere  et  fideliter  diatribuere  ;  del>et  etiam  Regem 
super  Elemosinm  largitione  crebria  aommonitiDnibas  stimnl&re 
et  preecipue  diebus  Sanctorom,  et  rogare  no  Robas  snaa  quee 
magni  sunt  precij  Hiilrunnbiit,  Blanditaribns,  AdniabiribaB, 
Aecoaatoribos,  vol  MaialTallu,  sed  ad  Eienunins  nis  incre- 
mentum  jubeat  laigiri."  Et  in  c  72.  "  MJnistnUli,  vel  Adola- 


(dd)  a  ipteia (ifnunitio  did  tutting,  j-o.]  It  appears  from 
the  passage  of  Erasmos  here  referred  to,  that  there  atitl 
exiMed  in  England  of  that  Bpedea  of  Jongleurs  or  Mingtrelg, 
whom  the  French  called  by  the  peculiar  name  of  GmUoim,  or 
reciters  in  prose  :  it  is  in  bia  Eedeiiiata,  where  he  is  speaking 
of  such  preachers  as  imitated  the  tone  of  beggars  or  mounte- 
banks :— "  Apnd  Anglos  eat  ^mile  genus  hominam,  qmJes 
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apod  IUIm  Bont  CircoktoreB  [HomitdMiiltB]  de  qidbtu  laod* 
dictum  eat ;  qui  irrumpuiit  in  ccmviTia  HagnMum,  mat  in 

Caoponw  Vinarias ;  et  itTgnmeutum  aliqoad,  quod  edidioennt, 
recitvit ;  puta  mortvia  omnibiia  domioui,  aut  taudera  matri- 
monii. Sed  quooiam  ea  lingua  moDoajrllabis  fere  confltat,  quoK- 
admodom  Geraianica  ;  atqne  illi  [bc  thia  pecoliar  qieciea  of 
Bedlen]  gtudia  vitant  cantum,  nobis  (sc.  Ensmiu,  who  did 
mat  DDderstand  a  word  of  English)  latrare  videntnr  tuIiu 
qoam  loqnL"  Opera,  loin.  t.  c  958.  (Jortin,  voL  ii.  p.  193.) 
A*  Ensmni  waa  correcting  the  -rice  of  preaelien,  it  was 
more  to  hia  point  to  bring  aji  instance  frtaa  the  moral  nraitc^ 
of  prone  than  from  chanters  of  rhyme  ;  though  tlia  Utter  woald 
prcbabtj  be  more  popnlar,  and  therefore  moie  conuani. 

(i  e)  This  cbankcter  is  Eoppoeed  to  haTO  been  snggeatod  by 
descriptions  of  Miiutrete  in  tlie  romance  of  MorU  ArOmr  ; 
but  none,  it  seems,  have  been  found  which  oome  nearar  to  it 
than  the  following,  which  1  shall  produce,  not  only  that  thfl 
reader  may  judge  of  the  resemblance,  but  to  abow  how  nearly 
the  idea  of  the  Minatrel  character  given  in  thia  Essay  cxintt- 
apouds  with  that  of  onr  old  writera. 

Sir  Lancelot  having  been  affronted  by  a  threatening  abnaive 
letter,  which  Mark  King  of  Cornwall  bad  aent  to  Qoem 
Guenever,  wherein  he  "  apske  shame  by  her,and  Wir  Lancelot," 
IS  comforted  by  a  knight  named  Sir  Dinadan,  who  tells  him, 
"  I  will  make  a  Lay  for  him,  and  when  it  is  made,  I  shall 
make  an  Harper  to  sing  it  before  him.  So  anon  be  went  and 
made  it,  and  taught  it  an  Harper,  that  byght  Elyot ;  and  when 
bee  could  it,  bee  taught  it  to  man;  Harpers.  And  so  ...  the 
Harpets  went  Btrajgbt  unto  Wales  and  Comwaile  to  sing  the 
Lay  .  ■ .  which  was  the  worst  I>ay  that  ever  Harper  song  irith 
Harpe,  or  with  any  other  instrument.  And  [at  a^  great  feast 
that  King  Marke  made  for  joy  of  [a]  victorie  which  hee  had, 
. . .  came  Ehot  the  Harper ; . . .  and  because  he  was  a  carious 
Harper,  men  heard  him  «ng  the  same  Lay  that  Sir  Knadan 
had  made,  the  which  spake  the  most  vilsme  by  King  Horice 
of  his  treason,  that  ever  man  heard.  When  the  Harper  hod 
sang  his  song  to  the  end,  King  Harke  was  wonderons  wroth 
with  him,  and  said,  Tboa  Harper,  bow  duist  tboa  be  M  birtd 
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to  riag  tiat  aong  Iwfore  tne  t  Sir,  uid  Eliot,  wit  Jon  well  I 
■m  K  Hinstrall,  wid  I  must  doe  oa  1  am  commvided  of  these 
Lonb  Oail  biarike  anna  of.  And,  Sir  King,  wit  yon  weU 
tfaM  ^  DinadMi  >  knight  of  the  Roond  Table  made  tiiis  song, 
■ad  be  Dutde  me  to  sing  it  before  yon.  ThoM  wiest  well,  asid 
Kii^  Mmriuy  I  charge  tbee  tliat  tiioa  bie  tbee  bst  out  of  my 
sight.  So  Hie  Harper  departed,"  &c.  [Part  ii.  e.  113,  ed. 
1«U.    See  ako  part  iiL  c  fi.] 

{bb2)  TkiiAammttolKmfmtanaidtolieprofemo»,ie.'} 
AlthoBgh  I  conceiTe  that  the  chamcter  ceued  to  exist,  yet 
Ike  qipellatian  might  be  continned,  and  applied  to  Fiddlers,  or 
other  eommon  mnNciaoa  :  which  will  account  fur  the  mistakes 
of  Sir  Peter  Leicester,  or  olber  modem  writers.  (See  his 
EUtonealAntiquitiao/Oialiire,  1673,  p.  141.) 

Inthksaise  it  is  osed  in  an  Ordinance  in  the  limes  efCrom- 
vell  (USM),  wherein  it  is  enacted,  that  if  any  of  the  "persons 
Mmnonly  called  Mdlera  or  Hiostrels  shall  at  any  Ume  be 
takoi  playing,  fidling,  utd  making  music  in  any  inn,  ak-honse, 
or  tavern,  or  shall  be  taken  proflering  thenuelvea,  or  desbing, 
or  intn^ting  any  ...  to  hear  them  play  or  m^e  music  in  any 
of  the  plaocB  aforesaid  ;"  they  are  to  be  "  adjadged  and  de- 
obnd  to  be  rogues,  vagabonds,  and  sturdy  beggais." 

7%ii  will  also  aeeonnt  wbj  John  of  Gannt's  King  of  the 
Hinstrda  at  leng^  came  tobaaalled.likeftSojiiJaFuIosiiu 
fiance,  vide  note  (a  a  3),  King  of  the  Rddlers.  See  the  com- 
mon ballad  entitled,  "  The  Pedigree,  Education,  and  Maniage 
of  Rbbinhood  with  Clarrnda,Qneen  of  Tntbury  Feast:"  wbich, 
tlMQgh  preAxed  to  the  modem  collection  on  that  subject', 

)  Of  the  tWBDty-fout  wngi  in  what  i>  now  tilled  SMk  Hood's 
Ctartand.  many  are  bo  modem  u  not  to  b«  found  iu  Pepyb'a  collsc- 
Uon,  ooinpleMd  only  in  1700.  In  Iha  foho  MS.  (deKrilied  in 
p.  IT.)  are  ancient  frigmenU  of  the  following,  vii,— Robin  Hood 
and  the  Beggu-,— Robin  Hood  ud  the  Butcher. —Robin  Hood  ind 
Fryer  Tucke.— BAbin  Hood  ud  the  Pindar.— Robin  Hood  and 
Qmco  CaUiuine,  in  two  puRs.— UtUe  John  ud  the  four  Beg^an, 
lud  "  RoUn  Hwd*  fail  Death."  Thii  lait.  which  ii  very  curioas, 
has  BS  iwiiiuliUiiiii  M  u  J  that  have  been  publiitbtd ;  and  the  olhen 


ifdb,  Google 


ex  NOTBs  otr  THE 

seenu  of  mnoh  Utw  date  Uutn  meet  of  the  othan  ;  lor  the 
wrilar  appean  to  bs  tolaUy  ignorant  of  all  the  old  tiBditiaac 
emeeming  tlila  celebrated  outlaw,  and  haa  giTen  him  a  Tcr; 
elegant  bride  instead  of  his  old  noted  lemnuui"UaidHaiian;" 
who,  (iigelher  wHll  lus  chaplain,  "  Frier  Tuok,"  were  hia 
fitvoorite  companioDa,  and  [Xobably  on  that  account  Egnred  in 
tha  old  Morice  danee,  as  maj  be  seen  b;  the  engnnng  in  Mr, 
Steerene'e  and  Mr.  Halone'a  editiraa  of  Shakspcare :  bjirbnu 
•he  is  mentioned,  I  Hen.  IV.  act  iiL  bc.  3.  (See  also  Warton, 
i.  3U,  ii  237.)  Whereas,  &om  tiiis  ballad's  omduding  with 
an  exhortation  to  "  pray  for  the  King,"  and  "  Ukat  he  may  get 
oMdren,"  &c,  it  is  eridently  posterior  to  the  reign  (rf  QnaiD 
Elizabeth,  and  can  scarce  be  older  than  the  reign  of  King 
Qiarkal. ;  for  King  James  I.  had  no  issoe  after  hisacoeoaion 
to  the  throne  of  England.  It  may  ereu  bftre  been  written 
since  the  Hmtamtion,  and  only  express  the  wisbe*  o!  the 
nation  for  issue  on  the  naarriage  of  their  &Tourite  King 
CSiarles  II.,  on  his  marriage  with  the  Infanta  td  Fortog^  I 
thiob  it  is  not  foimd  in  the  Fepya  collection. 

(f  p)  Hidorieal  tong,  or  bi^iad.i  The  Englisli  word  ballad 
is  eTidentiy  from  the  French  talade,  as  the  latter  is  from  tlw 
Italian  baUaia ;  which  the  Cmsca  Dictionary  defines,  tamcme. 
At  ri  BoMa  bt^lattdi),  "  A  song  which  is  sung  during  a  dance." 
SoDr.Bumey  [ii.  34aj,  who  refers  to  a  collection  of  fiolMfe 
pabtished  by  GasCaldi,  and  printed  at  Antwerp  in  1696  [iiL 
326]. 

But  the  word  appears  to  hace  had  an  earlier  origin  :  for  in 
the  decline  of  the  Roman  empire  these  trivial  songs  were  called 
ioKtatst  and  la&atiiaadiB.  BaUulaaii,  Salmasius  says,  is  pro- 
perly iaffiitiiiBi.  Gr.  BaXXurraov.  "irb  roii  ^oXXijw  , , , , 
BoXXiffria  SaUalio  . . .  Ballistiiun  igitur  est  quod  vnlgo  TO- 
eamus  batUl ;  nam  inde  dedncta  tox  nostra."  Salmaa.  Not.  in 
Hist.  Ang.  Scriptores,  tl  p.  349. 

In  llie  Life  of  the  Emperor  Aurelisn  by  Fl.  Topiscna  may 

ue  extremely  diffgnnt  tiwo  the  printed  copiei ;  but  Ihey  unfor- 
tnastaly  ire  in  ibe  b^ioning  of  the  H8,,  when  half  of  erery  leaf 
halh  been  torn  away. 
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be  Men  two  of  tbeoa  baUiiUa,  ob  mmg  b;  the  bofs  ikipfdiig 
■md  daneiiif,  on  usoimt  of  t,  gnaC  slaughter  mule  hy  the 
empeior  with  his  own  hand  in  the  Samutic  wmr.     The  fint 

"  Hille,  mille,  mille  deeollmTimiu, 

Vtnm  homo  mille  deaolhmmua, 

Mille  TiTftt,  qui  mille  occidit. 

Tantom  vini  h&bet  nemo 

QDUitain  fodit  Bongninis."  . 

The  other  was, 

"  Mills  Sumataa,  nulle  Fnnsoa 

Semel  et  eemel  ocddhnns. 

Mille  Persia  qiuerimiiB." 
SahnuiaJi  (in  Ion.)  ahows  that  the  trivial  poeta  of  that  time 
were  wont  to  fonn  their  metre  of  TrochuB  TetnuneCre  CaU- 
lectica,  divided  into  digtichs.  [Ihid.  p.  3M.]  This  becoming 
the  metre  of  tlie  hymns  m  the  oborch  service,  to  which  the 
monks  at  length  snpendded  rhyming  termiaations,  was  the 
origin  of  the  common  trochaic  metre  in  the  modem  languages. 
Thb  obawvBtion  I  owe  to  (he  le&rned  aatliar  of  IriA  Aati' 
giUiia,  4ta. 

(t  r  3)  DiaU  MitaOama  Hamad  Oarlaitdi,  ^.]  In  the 
Pepysian  and  other  librariw  are  preserved  a  great  number  of 
these  in  black-letter,  ISmo.,  nnder  tiie  following  quaint  and 
alfected  titles,  via. 

1.  A  Ciowne  Garland  of  Goulden  Roses  gathered  out  of 
Ei^and's  Boyd  Grarden,  Ac,  by  Richard  Johnson,  1612. 
[In  the  Bodleian  library.]— 3.  The  Golden  Garland  of  Prinoely 
Delight.— 3.  The  Garland  of  Good-will,  by  T.  D.  1S31.— 4. 
The  Royal  Garland  of  Love  and  Delight,  by  T.  D.— (>.  The 
Garland  of  Delight,  &e.,  by  The.  Delone.~6.  The  Garland  of 
Lore  Wid  Hirtfa,  by  Thomas  Lanfier.^7.  Cupid's  Garland  set 
round  with  Goilded  RoseB— a  The  Garland  of  Withered 
RoKe,  by  Martin  Parker,  ]6e(l.— 9.  The  Shepherd's  Garland 
of  Love,  Loyalty,  &c— 10.  The  Country  Garland.— 11.  The 
Golden  CiarLand  of  Mirth  and  Merriment. — 12.  The  Lever's 
Garland.—lS.  Neptune's  b.ir  Garland.— U.  England's,  fair 
Garland.— IG.   Robin  Hood's  QarUnd^lC  The  Maiden's 
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GulBnd.— 17-  A  Lor&l  Gkriutd  of  Hirlh  uid  Putime.— 1& 
A  Royal  Guland  of  New  Songi.— 1 9.  Tha  JotUI  Gariud,  8lh 
edit.  1891.— &c.  Ac.  &c 

Thii  sort  of  pet^  publieatioiu  had  Anciently  tbe  nune  -of 
Penny-Menimenta  :  >s  little  rellgioiu  tncts  of  the  nme  giza 
vers  ciUed  PeDDj-Godlineaua.  In  the  Pepysia  libntrj  ars 
Diullitiides  of  both  kinds. 

(o  o)  lit  ttrm  Miiulrtl  vat  Mt  eonjiaed  to  a  nun  mtmoian  ui 
Ml  eowUry  any  mart  lAoa  <m  tit  OMinaU.]  The  dixDtBioa  of 
the  queatioD,  whether  the  term  Miastrel  wu  applied  in  Eng- 
land  (a  aingera  and  coiDpoaera  of  aonga,  &c.,  or  confined  to  tlra 
perfonneiB  on  mnaicsl  inatnunenta,  waa  properly  reserved  tia 
this  place,  becanae  much  light  hath  already  been  thrown  apim 
the  subject  in  the  preceding  notes,  to  which  it  will  be  suffieietit 
to  refer  the  reader. 

That  on  tbe  Conttnent  the  Minstrel  was  understood  not  to 
be  a  mere  muaiciaii,  bat  a  singer  of  verees,  bath  been  shown 
in  notes  (b),  (c),  (b),  (i  a),  &c.<  And  that  he  wsa  also  a 
maker  of  them,  ia  evident  from  the  pasBBge  in  (c),  p.  Ixvi.., 
■here  tbe  most  noted  roniancea  are  aud  to  be  of  the  compoai* 
tion  of  theae  men.  And  in  (b  b),  p.  cli.,  we  have  the  titles  of 
•ocoe  of  which  a  Minstrel  wss  the  author,  who  has  himself  left 
his  name  upon  record. 

The  old  English  names  for  one  of  this  profesdon  ware  Gles- 
man',  Jogeler',  and  latterly  Minstrel  ;not  (o  men^nHsrper, 
&c.  In  French  he  was  called  Jom^r  or  JugUar,  Maiatrti 
or  VfluaCricr'.     The  writers  of  the  middle  ages  expreiBed  the 

*  That  the  Frencfa  Minilrel  wu  •  lingei  ud  compoMr,  &c.,  i^ 
paan  ftem  muiy  puugei  tnulatid  by  M.  La  Grand,  in  FaUkau 
>mCmU$,^.  Seetom.  i.p.  37,  47;  iL  306,  313,  et  teqi). ;  ui.  266, 
&c.  Yet  thii  writer,  liVe  other  French  crilio,  endnvoun  lo  te~ 
dace  to  diatipct  ud  Mpinue  cIiuh  the  men  of  thii  profrHioD,  under 
the  pieciH  umn  of  PaUiar,  Ooattur^  Meaetrier,  Metaiird,  sod 
JoMstmr  [torn.  1.  preT.  p.  xctiii.),  wheiru  hit  own  Tain  conrute  lU 
tlHse  nice  diitindjona,  or  prove  li  leut  thBt  the  dtle  of  Al 
or  Hinitrsl,  «u  applied  to  them  all. 

•  See  p.  Iziiii.  •  See  p.  xciii, 
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-chftrscier  in  lM6n  by  tlie  words  JoeuLUor,  Jfimut,  jETutno, 
MimMr^lui,  Ab,  These  terms,  however  modem  critics  nuy 
endeftronr  to  distinguish  uid  spplj'  them  to  different  cIumb, 
and  slthongh  they  may  be  somedmes  mentioned  as  if  the; 
were  distinct,  I  CMmot  find,  after  a  Terj  strict  roaeareh,  to 
faavs  h&d  any  settled  appropriate  difference,  but  the;  appear 
to  have  been  nsed  indiscriminately  b;  the  oldest  writers,  espe- 
cially hi  England  ;  where  the  moatgenenl  andoompretienriTe 
name  was  latteriy  HInstrel,  Lat  3f  inMtntfiw,  &e. 

That  JoeulatoT  (Eng.  Jogeler,  or  Jo^ar)  is  used  as  synony- 
mous (o  OUharida,  note  (k),  p.  Iiiix.,  and  to  CoHttir  (ilnd), 
and  to  MmdnL  (Vide  faifra,  p.  oiiv.}  We  hsTO  also  podtive 
proof  that  the  snbjects  of  his  songs  were  geetea  and  lomandc 
tales,    (v  S)  note. 

So  Jfimiu  is  Dsed  as  synODymons  to  JoaiUitor,  (h),  p.  IxxxL 
He  was  rewarded  for  his  singing,  (n),  p.  IxxxiL,  and  he  both 
tsog,  harped,  and  dealt  in  that  sport  (t  2)  which  is  elsewhere 
.  O^ed  An  Joeulatoria,  (it),  ntn  supra. 

Again,  fitiCrio  is  also  proved  to  hare  been  a  unger,  (z), 
p.  icrii.,  and  to  have  gained  rewards  by  his  Vetta  Joadatoria, 
(■),  p.  liviiL  And  HitMoiut  is  the  tenn  b;  which  the  French 
word  Minulrm^  is  most  freqnently  reodavd  into  Latin,  (w), 
p.  zdr.  ;  (b  a),  p.  oii.,  &c. 

The  ftkct  tbeiefore  !■  sufficiently  established,  that  this  order 
of  men  were  in  Eugbod,  as  well  as  on  the  Continent,  lingm : 
wo  that  it  only  becomes  a  dispute  about  words,  whether  hore, 
under  the  more  genenl  name  of  Minstrels,  tbey  are  described 
ai  having  mng. 

But  in  proof  of  this,  we  have  only  to  turn  to  so  common  a 
book  as  T.  Wartra's  HiHoty  of  BngSA  Pottrji  where  we 
shall  find  extracted  &om  records  the  following  tnstancea. 

Ex  Regiatc.  Priorat.  S.  Swithin  Wintou.  (sub  anno  1374.) 
"  In  festo  Alwyni  Epi, . . ,  Et  dnianle  pietauoia  in  Aula  Cmi- 
Tentos  sex  Hinistralli,  Oum  qOaluor  Cithaiisaloribus,  bdebant 
ICiustraldas  mas,  Et  post  eeuam,  in  magna  camera  arcuata 
Dom.  Prions  cantabant  idem  Qntum  in  qua  Camera  sngpen- 
debatnr,  ut  morig  eet,  magnnm  dorsale  Prions  habeas  pictnras 
triom  Begum  Colran,  Teniebant  autem  dicti  Joculatores  a 
CasteUo  Domini  Begia  et  ex  tamilla  Efd."  (toL  ii.  p.  174.) 
VOL.  I.  h 
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Hen  the  Muutrels  and  Hkrpen  are  eiprenljr  oiled  JoviUa- 
(OPK  ,-  tad  la  the  Harpere  h&d  moaicat  inatnimenla,  the  aing- 
ing  moBt  hare  baea  b;  the  Uinatrels,  or  b;  both  caajointlj. 

For  that  MiiutrelB  nng  we  hsTe  andeniable  proof  in  the 
fbUowing  entry  in  the  Aooompt  roll  of  the  Prioiy  of  Biceater, 
in  Oxfordahire  (nnder  the  year  1432).  "  Dat  Sex  Mini- 
■Inllia  de  Bokyngh&m  eantaMi/mi  in  refectoiio  MartyriolD 
Septem  Darmiemtioin  In  Feato  Epiphanie,  iv.  s."  (VoL  ii. 
p.  176.) 

In  like  maiUMr  our  old  T^ngKnh  writara  abound  with  pao- 
sages  wheruu  the  Minstrel  is  repreaenled  aa  aiagiiig.  To 
menliDD  only  a  tew  i 

In  the  old  renunoe  of  Eaati  (toL  iii.  no.  IS,  p.  31 ),  which, 
from  the  obeoleteaeee  of  the  style,  the  nakedneas  of  the  story, 
the  bsrrenneaa  of  incideats,  and  game  other  particulan,  I 
should  jndge  to  be  next  in  pdnt  of  ^me  to  Mnm-(Aitd,  we 

—  "I  have  herd  Menstrelles  syng  yn aawe." 

Stanza  a?. 
In  a  poem  of  Adam  Davie  (who  flourished  about  131S),  we 
have  thia  disUch, 

"  Merry  it  is  in  balle  to  here  the  hupe. 
The  Hinatrellas  synge,  the  Jogeloura  carpe." 

T.  Warlon,  i.  p.  220. 
So  William  of  Naasyngton  (circ.  1480)  aa  quoted  by  Mr. 
Tyrwbitt  (Chancer,  iv.  319), 

—  "I  will  m^e  no  VMD  corrange 
Of  dedefl  of  armys  ne  of  amours 
As  dua  MynstrelleB  and  Jestoors  [Gestonrs] 
That  makys  carpinge  in  many  a  place 
Of  OctaTiane  and  Isembrasa, 
And  of  many  other  Jestes  [Geslea] 
And  namely  whan  they  oome  to  festea  *. 
•  Tbc  fbndneu  of  the  Engltah  (erea  the  moit  illitoiate)  to  heu 
Tilei  and  Rhymei,  i>  much  dwelt  on  by  Hob.  de  Brunne,  in  1930. 
(Wuion,  i.  pp.  fiS,  65,  7S.)     All  Rhymea  wen  then  tang  to  the 
haqi;  even  "Troilni  and  CreiHide,"  though  alraoM  M  long  u  the 
.Xneid,  wu  to  he  "  reddc or  else  Bonge."     1.  ull.  (Waiton, 
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See  also  thtt  deaeription  of  the  MioMrel  in  note  (■  x)  Irom 
Mortt  ArAuT,  vlaeb  sppean  to  hB*e  beau  i»tn[H]ed  abant  the 
time  of  this  Urt  writer.    (See  T.  Wuimi,  IL  3aa.) 

Bj'  proving  that  Uinatreli  were  Btngera  of  the  old  romuilie 
aoogH  and  geaiss,  &c.  we  have  in  effect  prored  them  to  hne 
been  the  n^en  at  least  of  some  of  them.  For  the  names  ot 
their  sutboTB  being  not  preserred,  to  vhom  can  we  ao  pnba- 
bly  asraibe  the  compeaition  of  manj'  at  theoe  old  pt^nlar 
Thymes,  as  to  the  men  who  devoted  all  their  Ume  and  talents 
to  the  recitation  of  them  t  eepeeiall;  as  in  the  riiymes  them- 
selves Minsli^ate  <^ten  repreeented  as  the  makers  or  ctHn- 

Thns  in  the  oldest  of  all,  Horrt-CkUd,  having  aisnmed  the 
diaraetcr  of  a  Harper  or  Jogeler,  is  in  conseqnoDce  said  ffo. 
92)  tflhave 

"  made  Rymemid  [his  mistress]  s  laj." 
In  the  old  romance  of  Emari,  we  have  this  exhortation  to 
Hiustrels,  as  composers,  otherwise  they  coold  not  have  been 
at  liberty  to  choose  thdr  acbjecCa  (st.  2). 

"  Menstrelles  that  walken  fer  and  vrjrde 
Her  and  ther  in  every  a  syde 

In  mony  a  dyrerse  loads 
Sholde  ut  her  bygynnyng 
Speke  of  that  rightwes  kyng 
That  made  both  see  and  kmde,"  &c. 
And  in  the  cdd  song  or  geste  of  Ouy  and  CoBiroiKit  (vd.  iii. 
no.  4,  p.  36),  the  Uinstrel  thus  speaks  of  himself  in  the  first 

"  When  meala  and  drinke  is  great  pleo^ 
Then  lords  and  ladyes  still  wil  be 

Ajid  sitt  and  solace  lylJie 
Then  itt  is  lime  for  hex  to  spe^e 
Of  keene  knights  and  kempee  great 
Such  oaiping  for  to  kythe." 
We  have  seen  already  that  the  Welsh  Bardt,  who  were  mi- 
donbtedly  composers  of  the  songs  they  chanted  to  the  harp, 
could  not  be  distinguished  by  our  legislators  from  oar  own 
Bimen,  MiiutrtU.    Tide  (b  b  3),  and  p.  ilviii. 
h2 
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And  IhU  the  Proveii9al  Trtnbadow  of  our  King  Ricbud, 
•ho  i»  oUled  b;  M.  Favine  JoagUar,  mi  by  M.  F&uchet 
Menatrd,  i>  by  Uie  old  English  transUtor  termed  a  Rhymei 
or  Uiiutrd  when  be  ia  mentioiuiig  the  ^t  of  his  eompoeing 

And  lastly,  that  HollogBhed,  tranelatuig  the  prabibition  of 
King  Heniy  V^  forbiddii^  an/  Bonga  to  be  cempoeed  on  hii 
victory,  or  to  be  aung  by  h&rpera  or  othera,  nnmdly  gives  it, 
be  would  not  permit  "any  dittiea  to  be  m*de  and  sung  by 
Minstrela  on  bis  glorious  Tictoty,"  &G.  Tide  p.  xlii.,  and 
note  (b  b  4). 

Now  that  thin  order  of  men,  &t  first  called  Gleemen,  then 
Joggleis,  and  Afterwards  more  generklly  MinstrelH,  eijated 
hero  from  the  Conqnefitr  who  entertained  tb«r  bearers  with 
chanting,  (o  the  harp  or  other  instruments,  songs  and  tkles  of 
ohivalry,  or,  aa  they  were  called,  gatt*  and  romances  in  vene 
in  the  English  langosge,  is  proied  by  the  existence  of  tbe  Tery 
compoutiona  they  so  chanted,  which  are  still  preaerred  in 
great  abundance  ;  and  exhibit  Si  regular  series  from  the  time 
our  Isngnage  was  almost  Saxon,  till  after  its  improrementa  in 
the  age  of  Chaucer,  who  enumerates  many  of  tliem.  And  as 
(he  Norman  French  waa  in  the  time  of  this  bard  still  the 
courtly  language,  it  shows  that  the  English  was  not  thereby 
excluded  from  aflbrding  entertunment  to  our  nobility,  who  an 
ao  often  addressed  theiein  by  the  title  of  tordrngt .-  and  some- 
timea  more  posiliTely,  "  lorda  and  ladies."  (p.  git.) 

And  though  many  of  these  wei«  translated  ftomtha  French, 
others  are  evidoitly  of  English  coigin ',  which  appear  in  their 

'  Gists  st  length  csiue  to  ligniiy  sdTtmtutei  oi  iucidenti  in 
general.  Bo  in  ■  nimtiTe  of  tbe  Jonmey  into  ScotUnd,  of  Qneen 
Msrgiret  and  her  sttenduO,  on  hsr  mirriiige  with  K.  Jsma  IV. 
in  1S03  (in  Appendix  to  Ulsnd.  Collect.  It.  p.  265],  we  are  pro- 
mised so  Kcoanl  "of  their  Oest^i  sad  msniiNi  during  the  laid 

'  'Die  romsnee  of  Kclioul  Ocmr  da  Lkm  (oe.  2G)  I  tbonid  iadge 
to  be  of  Engliib  origin,  from  tbe  names  Wsrdrewe  .sad  Eldiede, 
Ac.  lol.  ill.  p.  33.  Ai  ia  slH^^  laid  Grimt  (no.  12},  vol.  iii.  p.  SO, 
wherein  I  knigbt  b  named  Sir  Gny  SUel,  and  a  lady  who  eloeli  in 
■nrgery  is  called  Laoqmiiu.  oi  Xow^UDi .'  ihete  (orely  ire  not  de- 
riTed  from  Prance. 
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tnnu  to hsTBaffmdedTBnioiiK into  that  tangaaga;  amfEdent 
proof  of  tbat  intercommniiity  between  tile  French  and  Eogliih 
Hinatrela  which  hath  been  mentioned  in  a  preceding  page. 
Gveli  tbe  abuDdajice  of  auch  trajulatimia  into  English,  bcdng 
all  adapted  for  popular  recitation,  EofficieDtl;  establkhea  the 
fact,  tbat  the  Englhh  Minstreb  had  a  great  denund  for  aoeb 
onnpomtienB,  which  thej  were  glad  to  mpply,  wfaethw  from 
their  own  native  itorw  or  from  other  language*. 

We  have  teai  abore,  that  the  Joailator,  Mwimt,  Eulrio, 
whether  these  chaiacten  ware  the  same,  or  had  any  real 
dlffbrcDce,  were  all  called  Hinatrels  ;  al  was  alio  the  Harper*, 
trhea  the  teim  implied  a  singer,  if  not  a  oompoaer,  of  aonga, 
Slu.  By  degrees  the  name  of  Uinilrel  was  extended  to  vocal 
and  instnnnental  mnncians  of  every  kind  :  and  as  in  the  eata- 
blishment  of  royal  and  noble  bonsee  the  latter  would  necessa- 
rily be  most  numerous,  so  we  are  not  to  wonder  that  the  band 
of  mono  (entered  nnder  the  general  name  of  Minstrels)  shoold 
connst  of  inBtmmental  perfonners  chiefly,  if  not  altogether ; 
tor,  as  the  cinnpoeer  or  singer  of  hereic  tales  to  the  harp 
wonU  noBOBsarily  be  a  Bahtuy  performer,  we  must  not  expect 
to  find  him  in  the  band  aloi^  with  the  trumpeters,  fluters,  &e. 

However,  as  we  sometimes  End  mention  of  "  Minstrels  of 
mnmo'  :"  Bo  al  other  limes  we  hear  of  "  expert  Minstrels  and 
Musieians  of  tongue  and  coiuung,"  (b  b  3),  p.  evi.*,  meaning 

*  Sea  the  RocDUiee  of  .^ /wiAnu  (vol.  iii.  no.  H,  p.  30),  tiga.  a. 

"  Hsipen  loved  him  in  Hall 
TClth  other  HioMreli  sll." 

•  T.  Wsrton,  ii.  2Se,  note  (a),  Inm  Lelind'i  Collect,  (vol  Iv. 
A|ipaBd.adit.l771,p.  367.) 

4  Tbe  cnhoni  sDtlior  of  the  Tar  in  WaleM,  1773,  Ito.  p.  43S,  1 
find  10  have  read  these  words  "  in  (oone  and  untrey ;"  which  I  can 
snne  Im^ine  to  hive  been  ^licsbla  to  Wslei  it  tliU  time.  Nor 
can  I  agiM  with  him  in  the  repnaentation  he  hu  given  (p,  367)  can- 
ceming  the  Oyuatortii  or  meeting,  wherrin  tbe  Bard^  excited  tbcir 


tion  of  tbe  pirticaUn  be  ennmentn,  ud  u  it  afaould  aeem  in  the 
way  of  hutDgaa,  Ac.    After  which,  *^  the  bud  of  mimtrela ...... 

stnck  up ;  the  hup,  the  eraiA,  and  the  pipe  filled  the  meainrM  of 
CDUiiuisam,  which  the  othen  had  begun  to  intpire."    Whereai  it  b 
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doabtleM  by  the  Umnm  Staga*,  uid  {vobftbt;  by  the  latUr 
phnMe  CompoMTi  of  Mmgi.  Even  "  HiiutTeli  idiibii  "  mmm 
to  be  applied  lo  the  opeeK*  of  rene  OMd  by  HioMrBla  in  the 
puuge  quoted  below  *. 

Bnt  although,  bom  the  piedonunuicy  of  initmniaital  miuH^ 
Hhis1i«ljiy  vu  at  length  ohieflj  to  ba  onderatood  in  tiiis  seme, 
yet  it  ma  still  applied  to  the  poetry  of  Miostiels  so  late  as  the 
time  of  Qoeen  ESiiabelli,  aa  aj^iean  in  the  foUoiridg  extnet 
from  pDttenhain'a  Arte  qfEi^^  Pome,  p.  9.  Who,  tftik. 
hig  of  the  fliM  oompoeanof  Latin  vubm  in  riijme,  says, "  All 
that  they  wrote  to  the  h,Tow  or  prayae  of  prineaa,  they  did  it 
in  aneh  manner  of  MinatraUe  ;  and  thou^t  themaeWea  no 
mall  foolea,  when  they  could  make  th^Tenea  go  all  in  rjimf." 
I  shall  oonelade  this  anhject  with  the  Ibllawing  deamptioD 
of  Hinstrelay  gi>en  by  Jobn  Lidgata  at  the  beginning  of  the 
loth  oentoty,  as  it  ebowa  what  a  variety  of  entertainmenti 
were  then  comprehended  luder  tfaia  term,  together  with  eray 
kind  of  instrumental  musiii  then  in  use. 

—  "  Al  manor  McmmiLCTB, 

That  any  man  kan  spedfye. 

FfoF  there  were  Rotys  of  Almayne, 

And  eke  of  Arragon,  and  Spayne  : 

SonoES,  Stampea,  and  ele  Daunces ; 

Divera  plente  of  plesaonces  : 

And  many  nnlonth  Notts  nxw 

Of  bwiche  folkb  is  loud  tbsdb  '. 

will  known,  thit  the  Btrd  cbuted  hia  enthnilutic  effiuiinu  to  the 
haip;  and  at  tbr  tho  term  MlialTtl,  it  wu  not,  I  conceive,  at  all 
oied  by  (lie  Welih ;  and  In  Englidi  it  comprriiended  both  tiie  bud 
and  die  mnudan. 

>  "  Your  ordinuie  Timen  a>e  very  much  tbric  meuum  in  the 
edde,  u  nine  snd  eleven,  ud  the  sbupe  ucenC  upon  the  laet  sQW 
He,  which  tberefbre  mtkei  bim  go  ill  hvonredly  and  like  "s  MiH- 
•rsKLS  Musicu."  (Putteibim'a  Arte  of  Eng.  Poene,  IMS,  p.  A9.) 
This  mnil  mean  hia  vocal  mnale,  othenriie  it  eppeen  not  apfdicaUe 
to  the  tnbject, 

*  By  thii  phrue  I  andentand,  new  Telei  or  nuiadve  Bfaymea 
eomp«ed  by  the  Hinttnlt  on  the  inbJFCt  of  tnie  ud  Uthfiil 
IiOven,  Ac. 
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roKB«oiNa  EasAY, 

And  iDBtnimen^  that  did  «uall^ 
Uu7  moo  than  I  kkn  tell«. 
HarpTi,  Vjibtifa,  and  eke  Rotjs 
Well  aeeoidiiig  (o  her  [t.<.tlMiT]  aatjM, 
Latjn,  BilHblai,  and  GeleraM, 
More  fbr  estatja,  than  tavernw : 
OTg»y[n]»,  Cftelu,  M<ai»<!onIr»,— 
There  were  Tmmpea,  and  Tminpettei, 
Lowde  Shall[in]7B,  and  Doncette&" 

T.  Warton,  iL  320,  n 


EMD   OS   THE    1 


4P  Tfkt  /ongnag  Euas  on  Ae  Andtnt  Mitutrdi  lot  btta 
Dirj  •wot  aUar^  tmd  imprvtei  nsM  Ck  jM  niiftoM,  citA 
mpM  to  tit  Angto-Samt  Jtftiufnb,  ht  ooiuefiKiiix  i^unu  oijee- 
UoM  propoted  bj  fk  Fraamid  mkI  ttanud  Mr.  Pfjffi,  nkiclt  tki 
rtadtr  may  ^nd  in  Hn  teoad  mtame  ^  tie  Abchaologu, 
j?riiit«i  by  Ae  Anlig«ari<ai  £bet«(jr;  htf  vkidi  that  gentUraaa 
lot  MUH  nfnittAf  Js  tAd  miM(  Ubtrat  and  eandid  moHNn-  in  lite 
titird tolmu(^ Uu  AmcBxOLOau,  No.  uxiv.  p.  310. 

And  m  eoHtegatniu  of  riinilar  objatima  raptoAng  tht  EngliA 
MiitltriU  aftgr  tlu  Conqual,  tit  t^aequaa  part  hoik  beat  niack 
tntatftd,  and  additioiial  Ugit  llnviat  upon  thi  nijtet ;  wiUdl,  to 
pntnUeoeU,  Italhbten  txttndtdto  Mikbiubut  m  all  >(t  innMibi, 
atUmi  eitabliiad  i*  Engltnd,  wAitW  bg  Motien  or/omgnen. 
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I  mT^  heudthaoldaongof  Percieuid  Dooglu,  tbM  I  found 
Dot  my  beait  mored  more  thui  irith  a  trmnpet :  and  jet 
'  it '  ia  snog  but  by  some  blinde  crowder,  with  no  TOngher 
Ttnce,  than  nide  atjle  ;  vhich  becdng  ao  erill  ^pfoelled  in 
tho  dust  snd  eobreb  of  tliat  mitdTill  age,  vhat  vaold  it 
_  wo^  trimmed  in  ths  grageoua  doqoence  of  PindoM  ! 

Sn  Panj?  Stdnbt's  Dnntei  o*  Pomr. 
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RELIQUES 
ANCIENT    POETRY, 

IfC. 


SERIES  THE  FIRST. 
BOOK  I. 


The  fine  heroic  90Dg  of  Chivy-Ch4bk  has  ever  beerf 
admired  bj  competent  judges.  Thoae  §^DiiiDe  strokes  of 
nature  and  artless  passion,  which  have  endeared  it  to  the 
most  simple  readers,  have  recoinmended  it  to  the  most 
refined  ;  and  it  has  equally  been  the  amusement  of  our 
childhood,  and  tbe  favourite  of  our  riper  years. 

Mr,  Addison  has  g'lTeii  an  excellent  critique'  on  this 
very  popular  ballad,  but  is  mistaken  with  regard  to  the 
antiquity  of  the  common  received  copy ;  for  this,  if  one 
may  jadge  from  the  style,  cannot  be  older  than  the  lime 
of  Elizabeth,  and  was  probably  written  ailer  the  eulogium 
of  Sir  Phiiip  Sidney  :  perhaps  in  consequence  of  it.  I 
flatter  myself,  I  have  here  recovered  the  genuine  antique 
poem,  the  true  original  song ;  which  appeared  rude  even 
in  the  time  of  Sir  Philip,  and  caused  him  to  lament  that  it 
was  so  evil-appareled  in  the  ru^ed  garb  of  antiquity. 

■  Speetalar,  No.  70,  74 
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Thie  Guriodty  u  priirtsd  fWim  an  old  manmcript,  «t  the 
end  of  Heeroe's  Preface  to  Gul.  NubrigieoMs  Hist.  1719, 
Svo,  vol.  i.  To  the  MS.  copy  ii  subjoined  the  name  of 
the  author,  Rtchabd  Shkale':  whom  Heorne  had  so 
little  jud^ent  ta  to  suppose  to  be  the  aame  with  a  R. 
Sheale,  who  was  Mting  in  1588.  But  whoever  examine* 
the  gradation  of  Ungate  and  idiom  in  the  following- 
volumes,  will  be  convinced  that  this  is  the  production  of 
an  earlier  poet.  It  is  indeed  expressly  mentioned  amoi^ 
some  very  ancient  songs  in  an  old  book  intituled,  The 
CompluDt  of  Scotland',  (fol.  42,)  under  the  title  of  the 
HcNTiB  OF  Chevbt,  where  the  two  following'  lines  are 
also  quoted  : 


Which,  though  not  quite  the  same  aa  the;  stand  in  the 
ballad,  yet  differ  not  more  than  might  be  owing  to  the 
author's  quotii^  from  memory.  Indeed,  whoever  con- 
siders the  style  and  orthography  of  this  old  poem,  will 
not  be  inclined  to  place  it  lower  than  the  time  of  Henry 
VI.  ;  as,  on  the  other  hand,  the  mention  of  ^niCtt  t)( 
£ratlls(  ItfnB*.  with  one  or  two  anachronisms,  forbids 
us  to  assign  it  an  earlier  date.  Ring  James  I.,  who  was 
prisoner  in  this  kingdom  at  the  death  of  hts  father^  did 
not  wear  the  crown  of  Scotlaud  till  the  second  year  of 
our  Henry  VI. ',  but  before  the  end  of  that  long  reign,  a 

'  SubBcribed,  sftetthe  Dtuil  muinn' of  our  old  poeti,  CTPliiett 

[cipiii'iti  qnot^  Ksciartr  Jbfitale. 

'  One  of  tfai  evUcit  producIloDi  of  the  Scotiiih  prcH  now  ts 
be  fouDd.  The  title-)>age  wu  wsnting  in  Ibti  copf  hen  quoted; 
but  it  ii  luppoHd  to  hw7c  beca  printed  in  1540-    Sflfl  Amei. 

'  See  Pi.  2.  T.  35.  '  SeePt.  I.y.  ](M. 

"  Pi.  2.  V.  36,  UO. 

I  Who  died  Aag.  S,  1406,  in  (he  teventh  jtt  of  oui  Hen.  IV. 

•  Jamet  L  wu  crowned  May  22,  ItU;  muiderad,  Feb.  21, 
1136-7. 
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Ifaird  Juaes  had  mounted  the  throne '.  A  succeuion  of 
two  or  three  Jumeses,  and  the  long  detention  of  one  of 
them  in  Ei^ltnd,  vould  render  the  name  familiar  to  the 
English,  and  di^ow  a  poet  in  tho«e  rude  times  to  give  it 
to  any  Scottish  kiug  he  happened  to  mention. 

So  much  for  the  date  of  this  old  ballad  :  with  regard  to 
its  Bui^ect,  although  it  has  no  countenance  from  history, 
there  is  room  to  think  it  hod  originally  some  foundation 
in  bet.  It  nas  one  of  the  laws  of  the  Marches,  frequently 
reoewed  between  the  two  nations,  that  neither  partj  should 
hnnt  in  the  other's  borders,  without  leave  ttom  the  pro- 
prietomor  their  deputies'.  There  had  long  beenarival' 
ship  Iwtween  the  two  martial  lamiliee  of  Percy  and  Doug- 
las, which,  heightened  by  the  national  quarrel,  must  have 
produced  frequent  challenges  and  struggles  for  Euperiority, 
petty  invauons  of  their  respective  donuuas.  and  sharp  con- 
teets  for  the  point  of  honour,  which  would  not  always  be 
recorded  in  history.  Something  of  thb  kind  we  may  sup- 
pose gave  rise  to  the  ancient  ballad  of  the  Hdntino  a' the 
Chbvut*.  Percy,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  had  vowed 
to  hunt  for  three  days  in  the  Scottish  !>order  without 
condescending  to  ask  leave  from  Earl  Douglas,  who  was 
either  lord  of  the  soil,  or  lord-warden  of  the  Marches. 
Douglas  would  not  fail  to  resent  the  insult,  and  endeavour 
to  repel  the  intruders  by  force  :  this  would  naturally  pro- 
duce a  sharp  conflict  between  the  two  parties  s  some- 
thing of  which,  it  is  probable,  did  really  happen,  though 

•  In  H60.  Hes.  TI.  »u  depoMd  1461 ;  reiurH  and  ilain,  1471. 

'  iLem. . . .  ConcordUum  eit,  quod, . . .  ndllcb  nniua  putu  vel 
mlleriua  ingrediitur  tinss,  bwchis,  forreiUii,  wurenaa,  loco,  do- 
Tniaia  quacaciqao  altcujua  partia  alt«riuB  subditi^  caiiu  vfnandi, 
fdacandl,  ancupuidi,  diaportum  4ut  aoUliam  in  ciadem,  alinTe  [^ua- 

.....  pertinent,  ant  de  deputatta  auia  priqg  capt.  et  obtent.  Vide 
Bp.  irichaltau't  Liget  MarMtTum,  1705,  8vo.  pp.  27,  61. 

■  Tbii  ni  the  original  title.  See  the  bUlad,  Pt  1.  v.  101. 
Pt,2.  T.166. 

b2 
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not  attended  with  the  tra^cal  circumstances  recorded  in 
the  ballad;  for  these  are  evidentlj  borrowed  from  the 
Battle  of  OTTBHBOtiiiN  *,  b  ver^  different  event,  but 
which  aAer-times  would  easilj  confound  with  it.  That 
battle  might  be  owing  to  some  such  previous  aflront  ag 
this  of  Cbevt-Chase,  though  it  bits  escaped  the  uotice 
of  historians.  Our  poet  hii  evidently  jumbled  the  two 
events  together ;  if,  indeed,  the  lines  <  in  which  this  mis- 
take is  made  are  not  rather  apurious,  and  the  alW-inser- 
tion  of  some  perann,  who  did  not  distinguish  between  tbe 

Heame  has  printed  this  ballad  without  any  division  of 
stanzas,  in  long  lines,  as  he  found  it  in  tbe  old  written 
copy  i  but  it  is  usual  to  find  the  distinction  of  stanzas 
neglected  in  ancient  MSS.,  where,  to  save  room,  two  or 
three  verses  are  frequently  given  in  one  line  undivided. 
See  flagrant  instances  in  tbe  Harleian  Catalogue,  No. 
2258,  B.  29,  S4,  61,  70,  et  passim. 


THE  FIRST  FIT'. 

The  Pers^  owt  of  Northombarlande, 

And  a  vowe  to  God  mayd  he. 
That  he  wolde  hunt«  in  the  laountaynB 

Off  Chyviat  within  dayes  thre, 
In  the  mauger  of  doughty  Dogles, 

And  all  diat  ever  with  him  be. 

Ver.  5,  msgger  in  HMme'i  p.c  [Printed  CDpy.] 
•  8«  iho  n«t  l»lbd.  <  V(d«  Pt.  2.  V.  167. 
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The  fattiste  hartes  in  all  Cheviat 

He  sayd  he -wold  kill,  and  caiy  them  away : 
Be  my  feth,  sayd  the  dougheti  Doglas  agayn, 

I  wyll  let  that  hontyng  yf  that  I  may.  10 

Then  die  Pers^  owt  of  Banborowe  cam. 

With  him  a  myghtye  meany : 
With  fifteen  hondrith  archares  bold  ; 

The  wear  choaen  out  of  sbyars  thre '. 

This  bc^ane  on  a  monday  at  mom  15 

In  Cheviat  the  hillys  so  he ; 
The  chyld  may  rue  that  ys  un-bom, 

It  was  the  mat  pitte. 

The  dryvan  thorowe  the  woodes  went 

For  to  leas  the  dear ;  SO 

Bomen  bickarte  uppone  the  b^nt 
With  thet  hrowd  aras  cleare. 

Then  the  wyld  thorowe  the  woodes  went 

On  every  syde  shear; 
Grea-hondea  thorowe  the  greves  glent  25 

For  to  kyll  tfaear  dear. 

V.  11,  The  tbt  ¥eni.  i.e.  T.  13,  archirdet  bolde  ofF  blood 

and  bone.  PC        T.  19,  [brorowe.  fjl 

*  Bj  thsH  "ihjmis  ihm"  ii  ptobBbly  msBiit  three  diitritU  in 
Nonhnmberlind,  nbich  itill  go  b;  tho  nume  of  liirea,  ani  ire  ill 
in  tbc  neigbbourtiood  of  Cheviot.  These  ire  Iiland-Aire,  being  the 
diiCriot  M  named  from  Rolj-IiUnd ;  IfordtaaaUra,  h  cslled  from 
t}ieta*ni»ndeiiatleafNor«hun(orN(>Tbun);  toi Bambonntgiskire, 
the  wanl  or  bundled  belonging  to  Bmiboniugh-cBitle  and  town. 
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The  begane  in  Chyriat  the  hyla  above 

Yerly  on  a  maanjn  day ; 
Be  that  it  drewe  to  the  oware  off  none 

A  hondrith  fat  hartee  ded  there  lay,  31 

The  blewe  a  mort  uppone  the  bent, 

The  semblyd  on  sydis  shear  ; 
To  the  quyiry  then  the  Pend  went 

To  se  the  bryttlyi^  off  the  deare. 

He  sayd,  It  vta&  the  Duglaa  protnys  3i 

This  day  to  meet  me  hear ; 
But  I  nyate  he  wold  faylle  verament : 

A  gret  oth  the  Pers^  swear. 

At  the  la«te  a  squyar  of  NorthombeWde 

Lokyde  at  his  hand  full  ny,  41 

He  was  war  ath  the  doughetie  Delias  comynge : 
With  him  a  myghti  meany, 

Both  with  spear,  '  byll,'  and  brande : 

Yt  was  a  myghti  sight  to  se. 
Hardyar  men  both  off  hart  nar  hande  4i 

Wear  not  in  Christiantg. 

The  wear  twenty  hondrith  spear-men  good 

Withouten  any  fayle ; 
The  wear  borne  a-long  be  the  waiter  a  Twyde, 

Yth  bowndes  of  Tividale.  5< 
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Leave  off  die  brytljmg  of  the  dear,  he  sajde, 
And  to  your  bowys  tayk  good  heed  ; 

For  never  sithe  ye  wear  on  your  molhara  home 
Had  ye  never  so  miclde  need. 

The  dougheti  Dogglas  on  a  stede  55 

He  rode  att  his  men  befbme ; 
His  armor  glytteryde  as  dyd  a  glede ; 

A  bolder  bame  was  never  bom. 

Tell  tne  '  what'  men  ye  ar,  he  says, 

Or  whoB  men  that  ye  be :  60 

Who  gave  youe  leave  to  hunte  in  this 

Chyviat  chays  in  the  apyt  of  me  f 

The  first  mane  that  ever  him  an  answear  mayd, 

Yt  was  the  good  lord  Pers^  : 
We  wyll  not  tell  the  '  what'  men  ne  ar,  he  says,  65 

Nor  whoB  men  that  we  be ; 
But  we  wyll  hount  hear  in  this  chaya 

In  the  spyte  of  thyne,  and  of  the. 

The  &ttiste  hartes  in  all  Chyviat 

We  have  kyld,  and  cast  to  cany  them  a-way.  70 
Be  my  troth,  sayd  the  doughty  Dogglas  agayn, 

Ther-for  ihe  ton  of  us  shall  de  this  day. 


ifdb,  Google 


S  TH£   ANCIENT   BALLAD 

Then  sayd  the  doughty  Doglaa 

Unto  the  lord  Pergd  : 
To  k^ll  all  thea  giltles  men,  75 

A-lasl  it  wear  great  pittjt. 

But,  Persd,  thowe  art  a  lord  of  lande, 
I  am  a  yerle  caUyd  within  my  contre  j 

Let  all  our  men  uppone  a  pard  stande  ; 

And  do  the  battell  off  the  and  of  me.  80 

Nowe  Cristea  come  on  his  crowne,  sayd  the  lord 
Who-soerer  ther-to  says  nay,  [Persfe, 

Be  my  troth,  doughtS  Doglas,  he  says, 
Thow  shalt  neyer  ae  that  day ; 

Nethar  in  Ynglonde,  Skotdonde,  nar  Fnwce,     82 

Nor  for  no  man  of  a  woman  bom, 
But  and  fortune  be  my  chance, 

I  dar  met  him  oa  man  for  on. 

Then  bespayke  a  squyar  off  Northombarlonde, 
Ric.  Wytharyntcm '  was  his  nam ;  90 

It  shall  never  be  told  in  Sothe- Ynglonde,  he  says. 
To  kyng  Heny  the  fourth  for  sham, 

V.  81,  Bjd  the  Eh«.  F.C  V.  B8,  on,  1. 1.  one. 
)  Thi>  ii  probabl]'  comipted  in  the  MS.  for  Rog.  Widdringum, 
nto  wu  at  the  head  of  thi  fkmil;  in  lbs  niga  of  K.  Edw.  IIL 
Then  wen  Hrenl  •neixaaTeljr  of  the  nunea  of  Roger  and  Ralpk, 
bnt  Done  of  the  uma  of  Sidtard,  m  q)p«n  from  (he  genealogiea 
in  the  Uenld'a  office. 
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I  Wat  youe  byn  great  lotdes  tiva, 

I  am  a  poor  squyar  of  lande  ; 
I  wyll  never  se  my  captayne  fyght  on  a  fylde,     95 

And  stande  my-aelfie,  and  looke  on, 
But  whyll  I  niay  my  wepptme  wdde 

I  wyll  not '  fayl '  both  harte  and  hands. 

That  day,  that  day,  that  dredfull  day : 

The  first  iit'  here  I  ^de.  100 

And  you  wyll  here  any  mor  athe  bountyng  athe 
Chyriat, 
Yet  ya  ther  mor  behynde. 


THE  SECOND  FIT. 
The  Yi^Iiahe  men  hade  ther  bowys  yebent, 

Ther  hartes  were  good  yenoughe ; 
The  first  of  arros  that  the  shote  off, 

Seven  slcore  spear-men  the  aloughe. 

Yet  bydya  the  yerle  Doglaa  uppon  ibe  bent, 

A  captayne  good  yenoughe. 
And  that  was  sene  verament. 

For  he  wnni^t  hom  both  woo  and  wouche. 

The  Do^^las  pertyd  his  ost  in  thre, 
Lyk  a  cheffe  cheften  off  pryde,  1 

T.  98,  twmw.  fiC  T.  101,  jouc . . .  hoimtfng.  p.c 

V.  3,  firm,  i.  I.  fl^hu        V.  5,  bjrddyi.  P.O. 
■  FIT,  vide  Glow. 
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With  suar  speaiea  off  myghtte  tre 
The  cum  in  on  every  syde. 

Thnighe  oui  Yn^liahe  archery 

Gave  many  a  wounde  full  wyde;         ■ 

Many  a  doughete  die  gaide  to  dy,  II 

Which  ganyde  them  no  pryde. 

The  Yn^lysbe  men  let  thear  bowya  be, 
And  pulde  owt  brandes  that  wer  bright ; 

It  was  a  hevy  syght  to  se 

Bryght  swordes  on  bosnites  lyght  2C 

Thorowe  ryche  male,  and  myne-ye-ple 
Maay  steme  the  stroke  downe  streght : 

Many  a  freyke,  that  was  fiill  free, 
Ther  undar  foot  dyd  lyght. 

At  last  the  Duglaa  and  the  FersS  met,  2i 

Lyk  to  captayns  of  myght  and  mayne  ; 

The  Hwapte  togethar  tyll  the  both  swat 
With  awordea,  that  wear  of  fyn  mylltkn. 

Thes  woTthe  freckys  for  to  fyght 

Ther-to  the  wear  full  fkyne,  3< 

Tyll  the  bloode  owte  off  thear  basnetes  gprente. 

As  ever  dyd  heal  or  rayne. 


v.i7,i»r,.P.c. 

V.18,briggt  P.C 

r.  21,  Ibroro 

V.  22,  d<mo.  P.O. 

T.  26,  to,  >.  s.  twa. 

Ibid,  md  of; 

V-.32,™n.  rj;. 

ifdb,  Google 


OV  CB£TY-CHA».  11 

Holde  the,  Pend,  sayd  the  Doglas, 

And  i'  feth  I  shall  the  brynge 
Wber  thowe  shalte  have  a  yerk  wagis  35 

Of  Jamy  oui  Scottish  kynge. 

Thoue  shalte  have  thy  nmaom  tre, 

I  hight  the  heai  this  thinge, 
For  the  manfullyste  man  yet  art  tbowe, 

That  ever  I  conqueryd  in  filde  figbtyog.         40 

Nay  '  then'  sayd  the  lord  Pen&, 

I  tolde  it  the  beforne, 
That  I  volde  never  yeldyde  be 

To  no  man  of  a  noman  bom. 

With  that  ther  (»m  an  arrowe  hwtely  45 

Forthe  off  a  mightie  wane', 
Hit  hathe  strekene  the  yeile  Duglaa 

In  at  the  bi%at  bane. 

Thoroue  lyvar  and  longs  bathe 

The  sharp  arrone  ys  gane,  50 

That  never  after  in  all  his  lyfib  days 

He  spayke  mo  wordes  bnt  ane,  [may. 

That  was ',  F^hte  ye,  jay  merry  men,  whyllys  ye 

For  my  lyff  days  ben  gan. 

V.  S3,  heldo.  e^  V.  49,  throrouo,  p.c. 


ifdb,  Google 


12  THE   AKCI£NT  BALLAD 

The  PeTB^  leanyde  on  his  brande,  55 

And  sawe  the  Duglas  de ; 
He  tooke  the  dede  man  be  the  hande, 

And  sayd,  Wo  ys  me  for  the  1 

To  have  savyde  thy  lyfTe  I  wold  have  perlyd  with 
My  landea  for  years  thre,  60 

For  a  better  man  of  bait,  nare  of  hande 
Was  not  in  all  the  north  countrd. 

Off  all  that  se  a  Skottishe  knyght. 

Was  callyd  Sir  Hewe  the  Mongon-byrry, 

He  sawe  die  Duglaa  to  the  deth  was  dyght ;      65 
He  speadyd  a  spear  a  tmau  tre : 

He  rod  uppon  a  corsiare 

Throughe  a  hondrith  archery ; 
He  never  atyntyde,  nar  never  blaue 

Tyll  he  came  to  the  good  lord  Persg.  70 

He  set  uppone  the  lord  Perse 

A  dynte,  that  was  full  soate ; 
With  a  Buar  spear  of  a  myghtd  tre 

Clean  thorow  the  body  he  the  Perse  bore, 

Athe  Mthar  syde,  that  a  man  myght  se,  75 

A  large  cloth  yard  and  mare : 
Towe  bettar  captaym  wear  nat  in  Cristiant^, 

Then  that  day  slain  wear  thare. 

7.  74,  b«.  P.C  V.  78.  thn.  p.c. 
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OF   CHEVT-CHAIE.  13 

An  archar  of  Northomberlonde 

Say  slean  was  the  lord  Persd,  80 

He  bar  a  bende-bow  in  hia  hande, 

Was  made  off  tnuti  tre  : 

An  arow,  that  a  cloth  yarde  nas  lang, 

To  th'  hard  stele  halyde  he ; 
A  dynt,  that  was  both  sad  and  soar,  SS 

He  sat  on  Sir  Hewe  the  Mongon-byiry. 

The  dynt  yt  was  both  sad  and  '  soar,' 

That  he  of  Mongon-byrry  sete  ; 
The  swane-fethars,  that  his  airowe  bar, 

With  his  hart  blood  the  wear  wete'.  90 

Ther  was  never  a  freake  wone  foot  wolde  Be, 

But  Rtill  in  Btour  dyd  stand, 
Heawyng  on  yche  othai,  nhyll  die  myght  dre, 

With  many  a  bal  ful  brande. 

This  battell  begane  in  Chyviat  95 

An  owar  befor  the  none. 
And  when  even-song  bell  was  rang 

The  battell  was  nat  half  done. 

The  tooke  '  on'  on  ethar  hand 

Be  the  ly^t  off  the  mone  ;  100 

T.  80,  8«7,  i.  «.  Mwe.       V.  84,  hijlde.  p.c.        V.  B7,  mi.  P.c 
'  Thia  iocideat  it  ukeii  from  the  bittle  of  OtUrboum ;  in  which 

9l  Hugh  Hontgomarr,  Kat.  (ton  of  John  Locd  Miultgoiiiei?)  wu 

ililn  iritb  to  UTOW.    Vide  Cnvfurd'a  P«erege, 
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Many  hade  no  strength  for  to  standPi 
In  Chyviat  the  byllys  abone. 

Of  fifteen  hondrith  archers  of  Ynglonde 

Went  away  hut  fifti  and  thre ; 
Of  twenty  hondridi  spear-men  of  Skotlonde,    105 

But  even  five  and  fifti : 

But  all  wear  slayne  Cheviat  within  ; 

The  hade  no  strengthe  to  stand  on  he  : 
The  chylde  may  rue  that  is  un-bome, 

It  was  the  mor  pitte.  110 

Thear  was  slayne  with  the  lord  Penh 

Sir  John  of  Agerstone, 
Sir  Roger  the  hinde  Hartly, 

Sir  Wyllyawi  the  bolde  Hearone. 

Sir  Jorg  the  worths  Lovele  115 

A  knyght  of  great  renowen, 
Sir  Raff  die  ryche  Rugbd 

With  dyntes  wear  beaten  dowene. 

For  Wetharryngton  my  harte  was  wo, 

That  ever  he  slayne  shulde  be ;  120 

For  when  both  his  l^gis  wear  hewyne  in  to, 
He  knyled  and  fought  on  hys  kne. 

V,  102,  Bbou.  p.c         T.  108,  Btrenge hy.  P.c.         T.  Ut. 

l*ule.  P.C        T,  121,  in  to,  t  «.  in  two.        T.  122,  Yet  he 
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Ther  was  alayne  with  die  doused  Douglas 

Sir  Hewe  the  Mongon-byrry, 
Sir  Davye  Lwdale,  that  worths  was. 

His  sistars  son  was  he  : 

Sir  Charles  a  Murr6,  in  that  place, 

That  never  a  foot  wolde  fle ; 
Sir  Hewe  Maxwell,  a  lorde  he  was, 

With  the  Duglas  dyd  he  dey. 


e  the  mayde  them  byears 
OfFbyrch, andbasell  so  'gray'; 
Many  wedous  with  wepyng  tears'. 
Cam  to  fach  ther  makys  a-way. 

Tivydale  may  carpe  off  care,  1 

NoTthombarlond  may  mayk  grat  mone. 

For  towe  such  captayns,  as  slayne  wear  thear. 
On  the  march  perti  shall  never  be  none. 


V.  133,g»y.PA    V.  136, 

mon.  P.C.    T.  138,  non.  i 

.^. 

For  Ihe  Dtoia  in  thii  ind  th. 

i  foregoing  page,  «e  the  rei 

mirkiBt 

iheendofthenexthalUd. 

.  A  con.n.0-.  pleom.m,  ^ 

the  next  poem,  Fit  2nd,  t.  1S5. 

8a  Huiiing  in  hii  ChToacU, 

chap,  140,  fpl.  148,  deKribing  the 

rie«hQfEichardI.,»j8, 

He  shrove  him  then  w 

nto  AbboH  lire 

With  grest  iobbjnj  , . 

..indwepjngt™™.. 

So  likewiK  Cayendlth,  in  hi> 

Li/i  of  Cardial  Wolney,  , 

:hap.  12, 

p.  31,  4to.     "  When  the  Duke  htard  thi.,  he  replied  yath 

weeping 
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Word  ys  commeD  to  Edden-burrowe 

To  Jamy  the  Skottishe  kyng,  140 

That  dougheti  Duglas,  lyff-tenant  of  the  Merches, 

He  lay  alean  Chyviot  with-in. 

His  handdes  dyd  he  weal  and  wryng. 

He  aayd,  Alas,  and  woe  ye  me! 
Such  another  captayn  Skotland  nithin,  145 

He  said,  y~feth  shuld  never  be. 

Worde  ys  comrayn  to  lovly  LondoQe 

Till  the  fourth  Hairy  our  kyng. 
That  lord  Penh,  leyff-tennante  of  the  Merchis, 

He  lay  slayne  Chyviat  within.  150 

God  have  merd  on  his  soil,  sayd  kyi^  Harry, 

Good  lord,  yf  thy  will  it  be ! 
I  have  a  hondrith  captaym  in  Yynglonde,  he  sayd. 

As  good  as  ever  was  bee  : 
But  PersS,  and  I  brook  my  lyffe,  155 

Thy  deth  well  quyte  shall  be. 

As  our  noble  kyi^  made  his  a-vowe, 

Lyke  a  noble  prince  of  renowen, 
For  the  deth  of  the  lord  Pers^, 

He  dyd  the  battel  of  Hombyll-down  :  160 

V.HB,jfetk.rx.       T.  149,  c)ierfft«iuunt<.  r.c 
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OP  CBBTT-CHA8E.  17 

Wher  syx  aad  thritte  Skottisfa  knyghtes 

On  a  day  wear  beaten  dovn : 
Glendale  glytteryde  on  ther  amor  bryglit, 

Otrer  caatill,  towar,  and  town. 

This  was  the  hontynge  off  the  Cheviat  i  165 

That  tear  begane  this  spum : 
Old  men  that  knowen  the  grownde  well  yaioughe, 

Call  it  the  Battell  of  Otterburn. 

At  Otterburn  began  this  spume : 

Uppon  a  mramyn  day :  170 

Ther  was  the  dougi^td  Delias  slean, 

The  PersS  never  went  away. 

Ther  was  never  a  tjpm  on  the  march  partes 
Sen  the  Dc^^las,  and  the  Persd  met, 

But  yt  was  marvele,  and  the  rede  blude  lonne  not, 
As  the  reane  doys  in  the  stret  176 

Jheme  Crist  our  balys  bete, 

And  to  the  blys  us  brynge ! 
Thus  was  the  bountynge  of  the  Cbevyat : 

God  send  us  all  good  ending  !  180 


*««  The  stjle  of  this  and  the  following  ballad  is  i 
commonl;  rogged  and  uncouth,  owing  to  th^  being  n 
in  the  very  coarsest  and  broadest  northern  dialect. 


ifdb,  Google 


18  THE   BATILB   or   OTTERBOOitNE. 

Theballleof  Hombyll-doini,  or  Hiimbledaii,iTa*i<>ngfat 
Sept.  14,  1402  (anno  3  Hen.  IV.},  wheTein  the  Eoglieh, 
under  the  commaiid  of  the  E.  of  Nortbuoiberland  tmd  hii 
son  Hotspur,  gained  a  complete  vicCorj  over  the  Scota. 
The  village  of  Humbledon  \a  one  mile  north-ire»t  from 
WooUer  in  Northumberland.  The  battle  was  foi^ht  in 
the  field  below  tbe  Tillage,  near  the  present  turnpike- 
road,  in  a  spot  called  ever  unce  Bed-Riggt.  Hombledoo 
ia  in  Glendalo  Ward,  a  diatrict  ao  named  in  this  county, 
aod  mentioned  above  in  ver,  103. 


Cjkt  KattU  a(  ettttfuraxnt. 

The  only  battle,  wherein  an  Earl  of  Douglas  wa»  slain 

fighting  with  a  Percy,  was  that  of  Otterboum,  which  it 
the  subject  of  this  ballad.  It  ia  here  related  with  the 
allowable  partialitj  of  an  English  poet,  and  much  in  the 
same  manner  as  it  ia  recorded  in  the  English  Chronicles. 
The  Scottish  writers  have,  with  a  partiality  at  least  as 
excusable,  related  it  no  less  in  their  own  favour.  Luckily 
we  have  a  very  circumstantial  narrative  of  the  whole  alGur 
from  Froissart,  a  French  historian,  who  appears  to  be  un- 
biassed. Froisaart's  relation  is  proUi ;  1  shall  therefore 
g^ve  it  as  abridged  by  Carte,  who  has  however  had  re- 
coorse  to  other  authorities,  and  differs  firom  Froissart  in 
some  things,  which  I  shall  note  in  tbe  mai^n. 

In  the  twelfth  year  of  Richard  II.  1388,  "  The  Scots 
taldng  advantage  of  the  confusions  of  this  nation,  and 
filling  with  a  party  into  the  west  Marches,  ravaged  the 
country  about  Carlisle,  and  carried  off  300  prisoners.  It 
was  with  a  much  greater  force,  headed  by  some  of  tbe 
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THE   BATTLS  OF  OTTEKBOUKNX.  ]9 

piiadpal  nobllitf ,  that,  in  the  be^Tming  of  Augnat ',  they 
invaded  Northontberland  i  and  having  wasted  part  of  tbe 
oountj  of  Durham ',  advanced  to  the  gatw  of  Newcastle ; 
where,  in  a  skinnUh,  they  took  ■  'penon'  or  colours'  be- 
longing' to  Henrj  Lord  Percy,  gumamed  Hotspar,  son  to 
die  Garl  of  Northumberiand.  In  theirrelreat  home,  they 
attacked  the  csatle  of  Otterboum  ;  and  in  the  evening  ot 
August  9  (a^  the  EDg;lish  writers  say,  or  rather,  according 
to  Froissart,  August  15),  after  an  unauccesafti]  assault 
were  surprised  in  tb^r  camp,  which  vras  very  strong,  by 
Henry,  who  at  the  first  onset  pat  tbem  into  a  good  deal  of 
confusion.  But  Jamea  Earl  of  Douglas  rallying  bis  men, 
there  ensued  one  of  the  best-fought  actions  that  happened 
in  that  age  ;  both  armies  showing  the  atmost  bravery' : 
the  Earl  Douglas  himself  being  slain  on  the  spot' ;  the 
Earl  of  Murrey  mortally  wounded  ;  and  Hotspur',  with 
luB  brother  Balph  Percy, taken  prbooers.  These  disasters 

'  Froissart  speikt  of  both  piriiea  (consiating  in  al!  of  more  than 
40,000  men)  aa  entering  England  at  the  same  time ;  but  tke  greaier 
part  by  mj  of  Cailiale. 

'  And,  aceording  to  Itie  balUd,  tbu  part  ot  NorthnmberUDd 
called  BimborDUghtliire,  a  Isi^e  Inct  of  land  u  named  from  the 
town  and  cutis  of  Bamiwrough,  formerlj  the  reudence  of  the 
Northumbrian  liinga. 

>  Tliu  cinumBtance  ia  omitted  in  tbe  ballad.  Hot>t>nr  and 
Douglu  were  two  jonng  wui^on  much  of  the  >ame  age. 

•  Froissut  sa^i  the  English  exceeded  the  Scott  in  number  three 
to  one,  bat  that  theae  had  ibe  advantage  of  the  ground,  and  wue 
alao  fieab  Irom  ileep,  vhile  the  Enf^itb  were  greall;  &tigued  with 
their  previoua  mafcb. 

s  By  Henry  L.  Percy,  according  to  thit  ballad.  Mid  our  old  Eng- 
lidi  hiatorians,  as  Stow,  Speed,  So.;  but  borne  down  by  numben, 
if  ««  may  believe  F^asirt 

a  Hotipul  (after  ■  very  iharp  conflici]  waa  taken  priaonK  by 
John  I<ord  Montgomery,  whoae  eld«t  Mm  Sir  Hagfa  ma  alain  in 
tbe  >ame  action  with  an  arrow,  according  to  Crawfurd'a  Peerage 
{and  aeemi  alao  to  he  alluded  lo  ill  the  foregoing  ballad,  p.  13), 
liut  taken  prisoner  and  eiehanged  for  Holipur,  according  to  tliia 
baUad. 

c  2 
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on  both  rides  hare  given  occauou  to  the  eveot  of  the  en* 
l{«gein«nt'B  being  disputed  :  Proiwart  (who  deriTes  his 
relation  from  ■  Scotch  knight,  tvo  geatlemeo  of  tbesame 
countrj,  and  as  many  of  Foil')  affirming  that  the  Scots 
remained  mtsten  of  the  field ;  and  the  English  writers 
inuniiating  the  contrary.  These  last  maintain  that  the 
Elfish  had  the  better  of  the  day  ;  but  night  coming  on, 
some  of  the  northern  lords,  coming  with  the  Bishop  of 
Dcrham  to  their  sssistance,  killed  many  of  them  by  mis- 
take, sapponng  them  to  be  Scots  ;  and  the  Earl  of  Duo- 
bar  at  the  same  time  falling  on  another  side  npon  Hotspur, 
took  him  and  his  brother  prisoners,  and  carried  them  off 
while  both  parties  were  fighting.  It  is  at  least  certtin, 
that  immediately  after  this  battle  the  Scots  engaged  in  it 
made  the  beat  of  their  way  home  :  and  the  same  party 
was  taken  by  the  other  corps  thoat  Carlisle." 

Such  is  the  account  collected  by  Carte,  in  which  he 
seems  not  to  be  &ee  from  partiality  :  for  prqudice  moat 
own  that  Froissart's  circumstantial  account  carries  a  great 
appearenceof  truth,  and  he  giyes  the  victory  to  the  Scots. 
He  however  does  justice  to  the  courage  of  both  parties  i 
and  represents  their  mutual  generouty  in  such  a  light, 
that  the  present  age  might  edify  by  the  example.  "  The 
Engljshmen  on  the  one  partye,  and  Scottes  on  the  other 
party,  are  good  men  of  warre,  for  whan  they  mete,  there 
ia  a  hard  fights  without  sparynge.  There  is  no  hoo'  be- 
twene  them  as  long  ss  speares,  swordes,  axes,  or  d^era 
wyll  endure  :  but  lay  on  eche  upon  other :  and  whan  they 
be  well  beaten,  and  that  the  one  party  hath  obtaynedthe 
victory,  they  than  glorifye  so  in  their  dedes  of  armes,  and 


I  Pnimrt  (Hcording  to  th«  Eng.  TruiBlslion]  hji  hs  hid  hit 
idount  fram  iwo  iquiR)  of  Englud,  uid  tnnn  x  knight  ud  iquire 
of  Scotluid,  H»n  iftci  the  batde. 

■  Sola  LuiElisiii'ilettorcoDaimingQ.  ELiubeth'tcntertslameot 
U  Killin^orth  Cutlo,  IMS,  12mo.  p.  61,  "Hmt  wh  do  ho  in 
doTont  drinkjng.** 


■.  Gocii^lc 
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are  to  jofMl,  that  suche  a>  be  taken,  the^  sball  be  n 
somed  or  they  g«  out  of  the  t'ulde';  to  that  Ebortelf  ec 


;t  will  bate,  God  thanie 
roD.  But  in  fyght7ng«  one  vith  another  there  is  no 
pla;e,  nor  sparjnge." — Froiasart's  Cronycle  (aa  translated 
bf  Sir  Johan  Bourchier  Lord  Bemers,)  cap.  cxlij. 

The  follomng  ballad  ia  (in  thia  present  edition)  printed 
from  an  old  MS.  in  tbe  Cottoa  Librarj'' (Cleopatra,  c. 
iv.),  and  contains  many  gtanzaa  more  than  were  in  the 
former  copy,  which  was  transcribed  from  a  MS.  in  the 
Harleian  Collection  [No.  293,  fol.  52].  In  the  Cotton 
MS.  thia  poem  baa  no  title,  but  in  the  Harleian  copy  it  is 
thus  inscribed,  "  A  wnge  made  in  R.  2.  his  tjme  of  the 
battele  of  Otterburne,  betweene  Lord  Henry  Percye  earle 
of  Northomberlande  and  tbe  earke  Douglas  of  Scotlande. 
Anno  1388."  Sut  thia  title  ia  erroneoiu,  and  added  by 
some  igpnorant  transcriber  of  after-timea  :  for,  1.  The  bat- 
tle was  not  fought  by  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  who 
naa  absent,  nor  is  once  mentioned  in  the  balliid  ;  but  by 
his  son  Sia  Hekbit  Peacv,  Knt.  sumamed  Hotspob  (in 
those  times  tbey  did  not  usually  give  the  title  of  Lord  to 
an  earl's  eldest  son).  2.  Although  tbe  battle  was  fought  in 
Richard  Il.'a  time,  the  song  is  evidently  of  Inter  date,  aa 
appears  from  tbe  poet's  quoting  tbe  Chronicles  in  Pt.  IL 
ver.  26  ;  and  speaking  of  Percy  in  the  Uat  atanza  aa  dead. 
It  was  however  written,  in  all  likeUhood,  as  early  as  the 
Ibr^oing  song,  if  not  earlier ;  which  perbapa  may  be  in- 
feired  from  the  minute  circumetancea  with  wbicb  the  story 
ia  related,  many  of  which  are  recorded  in  no  chronicle, 
and  were  probably  preaerved  in  the  memory  of  old  people. 

>  i.t.  Thej  Kom  to  t»lte  the  sdnotage,  or  to  keep  thsm  linger- 
iDg  tn  long  captitit;. 

■  The  nodes  of  thii  MS.  I  niuU  aeknowledge,  vith  muif  otlier 
aU^dolu,  owing  to  the  fiieadBbip  or  Thcantt  Tyrnhitt,  Esq.  Ute 
Cleric  of  the  HouM  of  Common. 
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It  nill  be  obaerred,  that  the  anthon  of  these  two  poeme 
bftTe  aome  lines  in  common  ;  but  which  of  them  waa  the 
original  proprietor  must  depend  upon  their  priority ;  and 
thia  the  H^^ty  of  the  reader  most  detenmne. 


Yt  felle  abowght  the  LamasBe  tyde. 

When  husbonds  wynn  ther  liaye, 
The  dowghtye  Dowglasse  bowynd  hym  to  ryde, 

In  Ynglond  to  take  a  praye  : 

The  yerlle  of  Fyffe*,  withowghteD  stryffe,  5 

He  bowynd  hym  over  Sulway* : 
The  grete  wolde  ever  together  ryde  ; 

That  race  they  may  rue  foi  aye. 

Over  '  Ottercap'  hyll  they*  came  in, 

And  so  donyn  by  Rodelyfie  cragge,  10 

Ter.  2.  w]^a  thai  btkje.  HuL  HS,  Ttua  it  tke  Northnralier- 
liTid  pbrme  to  thii  day ;  by  which  they  »lwsy>  eipreti  "  getting  in 
tfa«r  luj."    The  orig.  HS.  reuii  hen  unn  &tir  tuaji. 

'  RabenStii«t,naondKniofK.  Botwrtll. 

'i.e."  Over  Solw»j  frith."  Thit  eiridently  refcn  to  the  other 
diniion  of  the  Scotdili  iimj,  which  cuoe  in  by  ynj  of  Ctrliate. 
Bowynd,  cr  bonnde  him ;  i,  «,  hied  him.    Vide  Oiou. 

•  They :  k.  the  Earl  of  Douglu  and  hi>  puty The  MTeral 

•Ittioat  here  mentiened,  ue  well-known  phcn  In  Northnmbarlud. 
Ottemp  hill  ia  in  the  piri>h  of  Eirk-Whelpington,  in  Tynedile- 
vnti.  Kodaliff-  (or  ta  it  is  won  ninatly  pranonnced  Rodeley-) 
Cngge  b  >  noted  diff  neu  Rodeley,  >  nnall  Tillage  b  the  paiiih 
of  Hartbum,  in  Hoipelhward:  il  li»  tonth-eait  of  Otiemp. 
Green  LeytOD  it  mother  nnall  villi^  in  the  aame  pariah  of  Hut- 
bun,  *Dd  i>  ionth'eait  of  Rodeley — Doth  the  ei^.  MBS.  rod  ba« 
eomptly,  Boj^rtop  and  Lyuton. 
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Upon  Grene  '  Leyton'  they  lyghted  dowyn, 
Styrande  many  a  stagge ' : 

And  boldely  brente  Northombeilonde, 

And  haryed  many  a  towyn ; 
They  dyd  owt  Ynglyaah  men  grete  wrange,        15 

To  battell  that  were  not  bowyn. 

Then  spake  a  berae  upon  the  bent. 

Of  comfbrte  that  was  not  colde, 
And  sayd.  We  have  brent  Northomberlond, 

We  have  all  welth  in  holde.  20 

Now  we  have  baryed  all  Bamborowesliyre, 
All  tbe  weltb  in  the  worlde  bave  wee  ; 

I  rede  we  ryde  to  Newe  Castell, 
So  styll  and  stalwurthlye. 

Uppon  the  morowe,  when  it  was  daye,  2S 

Tbe  standards  scbone  fiille  brygbt ; 

To  tbe  Newe  Castelle  the  toke  the  waye, 
And  tbether  tbey  cam  fulle  ryght. 

Sit  Henry  Percy  laye  W  tbe  Newe  Castelle, 
I  telle  yow  witbowtten  drede ;  30 

He  had  byn  a  marche-inaii '  all  hys  dayes. 
And  kepte  Barwyke  upon  Twede. 

'  Thii  line  Is  catrapt  in  toth  the  MSS.  vii.  'Muiyi  Bijrsndc 
■Ugc,' — Stag!  hive  beim  killed  wittia  the  pretent  century  on  Bom* 
or  the  Urge  WMtei  io  Northumberland. 

<  Mircbe-min,  {.  *,  aaconrer  of  tha  Marchn. 
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To  the  Newe  Caatell  when  they  cam. 

The  Skottes  they  cryde  on  hyght, 
Syr  Harye  Percy,  and  thou  byste  within,  35 

Com  to  the  fylde,  and  fyght : 

For  we  have  brente  Noith<anberlonde, 

Thy  eritage  good  and  ryght ; 
And  syne  my  logEyng  I  have  take. 

With  my  brande  dubbyd  many  a  knyght.       40 

Sir  Harry  Percy  catn  to  the  walles 

The  Skottyasn  oate  for  to  se ; 
"  And  thow  hast  brente  Northomberlond, 

Full  sore  it  rewyth  me. 

Yf  thou  hast  haryed  all  Bambaiowe  vbyre,         45 

Thow  hast  done  me  giete  envye ; 
For  the  trespasse  &ow  bast  me  done. 

The  tone  of  us  schall  dye." 

Where  schall  I  byde  the,  sayd  the  Dowglas  ? 

Or  where  wylte  thow  come  to  me  ?  60 

"  At  Otterbome  in  the  bygb  way ', 

Ther  maist  thow  well  logeed  be. 

1  Ollerbonm  Xindi  neur  tho  old  WBlling-itroet  road,  in  tha 
wriih  of  ElsdDn.  Th«  ScoU  wen  enamped  ia  t.  gnuj  plus  oeu 
he  rini  Rod.  Tbe  placa  vhcrt  the  BcoU  mi  EogUih  fought  ia 
.till  called  Battle  Biggi. 
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The  TOO  fiJl  rekeles  ther  sche  riimeB, 

To  make  the  game  and  glee  r 
The  fawkos  and  the  fesautit  both,  55 

Amonge  the  holtee  on  '  bee.' 

Ther  naiflt  tbow  have  thy  «relth  at  wyll, 

Well  looged  ther  maist  be. 
Yt  Bchall  not  be  loi^,  or  I  com  the  tyll," 

Sayd  Syr  Hany  Percye.  60 

Ther  Bchall  I  byde  the,  sayd  the  Dowglaa, 

By  tlie  ikyth  of  my  bodye. 
Thether  schall  I  com,  sayd  Syr  Hany  Percy ; 

My  trowth  I  plyg^t  to  the. 

A  pype  of  wyne  he  gave  them  over  the  walles,  65 

For  Both,  as  I  yow  saye : 
Ther  he  mayd  the  Douglas  drynke, 

And  all  hys  oste  that  daye. 

The  Dowglas  tumyd  hym  homewarde  agayne, 
For  soth  withowghten  naye,  70 

He  tooke  his  logeyng  at  Oterborne 
Uppon  a  Wedyns-day : 

And  ther  he  pyght  hys  standeid  donyn, 
Hys  gettyi^  more  and  lesae, 

Y.  68.  Roe-buclu  were  to  be  fornid  upon  ths  wiita  not  fiir  from 
Heibun  ia  the  feign  of  Qeorgn  L  :  —  'WhltSeld,  Eeq,,  ef  WhilGold. 
u  Mid  to  hiTo  dntrojed  the  lut  of  tbem.       V.  S6,  hye.  M33. 
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And  syne  be  waned  hys  men  to  goo 
To  choae  thei  geldyngs  grease. 

A  Skottysshe  knyghc  hoved  upon  the  bent, 

A  wache  I  dare  well  saye : 
So  was  he  ware  on  the  noUe  Peicy 

In  the  dawnynge  of  the  daye. 

He  prycked  to  his  pavyleon  dore, 

Ab  faste  as  he  myght  ronne. 
Awaken,  Dowglas,  cryed  the  knyght, 

For  hya  love,  that  syttes  yn  trone. 

Awaken,  Dowglas,  cryed  the  knyght, 
For  thow  maiste  waken  wyth  Wynne . 

Vender  have  I  spyed  the  prowde  Percy, 
And  seven  standardes  wyth  hym. 

Nay  by  my  trowtb,  the  Douglaa  aayed, 

It  ys  but  a  &.yned  taylle  : 
He  durate  not  loke  on  my  bred  banner, 

For  all  Ynglonde  so  haylle. 

Was  I  not  yesterdaye  at  the  Newe  CaUeU, 
That  Btonda  so  &yre  oa  Tyne  7 

For  all  the  men  that  Percy  hade. 

He  coTvde  not  garre  me  ones  to  dyne. 

V,  77,  upon  the  bwl  bral.  M& 
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He  stepped  owt  at  hys  pavelycm  dore. 

To  loke  and  it  were  lesae ; 
Araye  yow,  lordyngs,  one  and  all, 

For  here  bygynncs  no  peysse. 

The  yerle  of  Mentaye  *,  thow  arte  my  eme. 

The  fowarde  I  gyve  to  the  : 
The  yeille  of  Himtlay  cawte  and  kene, 

He  schall  wyth  Ifae  be. 

The  lorde  df  Boi^han'  in  arroure  br^ht 
On  the  other  hand  he  achall  be : 

Lorde  JhonatMie,  and  lorde  Maxwell, 
They  to  achall  be  widi  me. 

Swynton  &yre  fylde  npoo  your  pryde 

To  batell  make  yow  bowen : 
Syr  Davy  Scotte,  Syr  Walter  Stewarde, 

Syr  Jhon  of  AgtirBtone. 

A  PYTTE. 


The  FerHsy  came  byfore  hys  oate, 
Wych  waa  ever  a  gentyll  ki^gfat, 

UpcKQ  the  Dowglas  lowde  can  he  cryet 
I  wytl  holde  that  I  have  hyght : 

For  thow  haste  brente  Nortbumberlonde, 

And  done  me  grete  eovye  ; 
•  Tlie  E«ri  otMenttith.  "  The  Uiti  Buclun. 
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For  thya  trespsue  thou  hast  me  dmie. 
The  tone  of  us  achall  dye, 

The  Dowglas  aiuwerde  bym  agayne 

With  grete  wurda  up  on  '  hee,' 
And  sayd,  I  have  twenty  agaynst '  thy '  one ', 

Byhotde  and  thow  roaiste  see. 

Wyth  that  the  Percye  vaa  grevyd  sore, 

For  sothe  as  I  yow  aaye  : 
'  [He  lyghted  dowyn  upon  hia  fote. 

And  schoote  hia  horaae  clene  away. 

Erery  man  sawe  that  he  dyd  soo, 
That  ryall  waa  ever  in  rowght; 

Every  man  schoote  hys  borsse  him  iroo, 
And  lyght  him  rowynde  abowght. 

Thus  Syr  Hary  Percye  toKe  the  iyide, 

For  aoth,  as  I  yow  aaye  : 
Jesu  Cryste  in  hevyn  on  hyght 

Dyd  helpe  hym  well  that  daye. 

But  nyne  thowsand,  ther  was  no  moo  ; 
The  cronykle  wyll  not  layne  : 


>  He  prolnblj  magnifis  hii  atrtngth,  to  induce  bil 
■  All   that  fgllowi,  bcluded  in  bracket!,  wu  D 
edition. 
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Forty  thowsande  Skottes  and  fowre 
That  day  fowght  them  agayne. 

But  when  the  batell  byganne  to  joyne, 

In  bast  ther  cmne  a  knyght,  30 

'Then'  letters  &.yxe  furth  hath  he  tayne 
And  ihuB  he  sayd  fiiU  ryght : 

My  lorde,  your  father  he  gretei  yow  weU, 

Wyth  many  a  nt^le  knyght ; 
He  deayres  yow  to  byde  35 

That  he  may  see  thys  fygfat. 

The  Baron  of  Grastoke  ys  com  owt  of  ihe  veat, 

Wyth  hym  a  noble  companye ; 
All  they  loge  at  your  &thers  thys  nj^ht, 

And  the  Battel  &yne  wold  they  see.  40 

For  Jesu's  lore,  aayd  Syr  Harye  Percy, 

That  dyed  for  yow  and  me, 
Wende  to  my  lorde  my  Father  ^ajrne, 

And  saye  thow  saw  me  not  with  yee  : 

My  trowth  ys  plyght  to  yonne  Skottysh  knyght,  45 

It  nedeB  me  not  to  layne, 
That  I  schulde  byde  hym  upon  thys  bent. 

And  I  have  byg  trowth  agayne: 

And  if  that  I  wende  off  thys  grownde 

For  Both  unfoughten  awaye,  50 
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He  wolde  me  call  but  a  kowarde  knyght 
In  hy«  londe  another  daye. 

Yet  had  I  lever  to  be  ry&de  and  rente, 

By  Mary  that  mykel  maye  ; 
Then  ever  my  manhod  schulde  he  reprovyd      55 

Wyth  a  Skotte  another  daye. 

Wherfore  Bchote,  arcban,  for  niy  sake, 

And  let  scbarpe  arowea  flee : 
Mynstrells,  playe  up  for  your  waryson. 

And  well  quyt  it  schall  be.  60 

Every  man  thynke  on  hyi  trewe  love, 

And  marke  hym  to  the  Trentte  : 
For  to  God  I  make  myne  avowe 

This  day  wyll  I  not  fle. 

The  blodye  Harte  in  the  Dowlas  armea,  65 

Hya  Btanderde  stode  on  hye ; 
That  every  man  myght  fiill  well  knowe : 

By  syde  stode  Starres  thre. 

The  whyte  Lyon  on  the  Ynglysh  parte, 

Forsoth  as  I  yow  aayne  ■  70 

The  Lucetta  and  the  Cressawnta  bodi ; 
The  Skotta  faugfat  them  ngayne'.] 
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UppoD  sent  Andrewe  lowde  cane  they  crye, 
And  thrysse  they  idnwte  on  hy^t, 

And  syne  marked  them  one  owr  Ynglynfae  men,  75 
As  I  have  tolde  yow  ryght 

Sent  Geoi^  the  brygfat  owr  ladyes  knygfat. 

To  name  they  *  were  full  fsyne, 
Owr  Ynglysahe  men  they  ciyde  on  hygh 

And  thrysse  the  schowtte  agayne.  80 

Wyth  that  scharpe  arowes  bygan  to  flee, 

I  tell  yow  in  sertayne ; 
Men  of  armes  byganne  to  joyne  \ 

Many  a  dowghty  man  waa  ther  slayne. 

The  Percy  and  the  Dow^aa  mette,  85 

That  ether  of  other  was  fayne ; 
They  schapped  together,  whyll  that  the  snette, 

With  sworda  of  fyne  CoUayne  ; 

Tyll  the  blood  trom  ther  bassonetts  ranne, 

Aa  the  roke  doth  in  the  rayne.  90 

Yelde  the  to  me,  sayd  the  Dowgl^ 
Or  ells  thow  schalt  be  slayne  : 

ud  Aboee  ibxii  darm  lift,  it  vould  be  miDutel}'  eiul  U  thiB  6xy. 
Ai  (or  tb«  Percy  tuaOj,  <»«  of  the[r  udent  hmiga  or  c«giiiuiice> 
wu  a  tcitla  lyoa,  itiUoI ;  ud  Ihs  nlstr  emctat  continan  to  b« 
QMd  by  iheiD  to  tbi<  dt} :  they  ilio  give  Ihne  laat  aryeia  for  od« 
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For  I  see,  by  thy  br^ht  bassonet, 

Thow  aite  sum  man  of  myght ; 
And  80  I  do  by  thy  bumyn^ed  bronde,    ' 

Thow  art  an  yerle,  or  ells  a  knyght  *. 

By  my  good  faythe,  sayd  the  noble  Percy, 

Now  baste  thou  rede  tall  rygbt, 
Yet  wyll  I  never  yelde  me  to  the, 

Whyll  I  may  stonde  and  fygbt. 

They  swapped  together,  whyll  that  they  swettt 
Wyth  swordes  scharpe  and  long; 

Ych  on  other  so  Caste  they  beette, 

Tyll  ther  helmes  cam  m  peyaes  dowyn. 

The  Percy  was  a  man  of  strenghth, 

I  tell  yow  in  thys  stounde. 
He  smote  the  Dowglaa  at  the  swordes  length. 

That  he  felle  to  the  growynde. 

The  sworde  was  acharpe  and  sore  can  byte, 

I  tell  yow  in  sertayne  ; 
To  the  hart«  he  cowde  hym  smyte. 

Thus  was  the  Dowglas  slayne. 

The  stonders  stode  styll  on  eke  syde 
With  many  a  greTous  grone  ; 

'  Being  (11  in  inaonr,  he  coold  not  know  him. 
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Tber  the  fow^t  the  day,  and  all  the  nyght,     115 
And  many  a  dowghty  man  waa  '  stone.' 

Ther  was  no  freke,  that  tber  wolde  flye, 

But  styffly  in  stowte  can  atond, 
Ychone  hewyog  on  other  whyll  they  mygfat  drye, 

Wyth  many  a  bayllefull  bronde.  120 

Ther  was  slayne  upon  the  Skottes  Bydci 

For  soth  and  sertcnly, 
Syr  James  a  Dowglas  ther  was  slayne, 

That  daye  that  he  cowde  dye. 

The  yerlle  of  Mentayne  he  was  slayne,  125 

Grysely  groned  uppon  the  growynd; 

Syr  Davy  Scotte,  Syr  Walter  Steward, 
Syr  '  John '  of  Aguratonne '. 

Syr  Charlies  Morrey  in  that  place 

That  never  a  fote  wold  flye ;  130 

Sir  Hughe  Maxwell,  a  lord  he  was. 

With  the  Dowglas  dyd  he  dye. 

Ther  was  slayne  upon  the  Skottes  syde, 
For  aoth  as  I  yow  saye, 

T.  116,>U}[ie.  HSS.  V,  124,  t.  e.  be  died  tbu  da;. 

■  Our  old  miuatiel  npsUi  thne  auna,  u  Homai  kod  Virgil 
do  thneofthsirhsroet: 

. fottemqUo  Cfun,  fortemque  CloADthum,  Jcc.  &g. 

Both  the  MSS,  read  hen,  "Sir  Jimci :"  but  eee  iboie,  Fu  1. 
■rer,  112. 
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Of  fowre  and  forty  thcnroande  Scotts  135 

Went  but  eyghtene  anaye. 

Ther  was  slayne  upon  the  Ynglysshe  syde. 

For  soth  and  sertenlye, 
A  gentell  knyght,  Sir  John  Fitz-hughe, 

Yt  was  the  more  p«tye.  140 

Syt  Jamea  Harebotell  ther  was  alayne, 

For  bym  ther  hartes  were  sore. 
The  gentyll  '  Lovelle '  ther  was  slayne. 

That  the  Percyes  standerd  bore. 

Ther  was  slaytie  uppon  the  Ynglyssh  perte,     145 

For  soth  as  I  yow  saye ; 
Of  nyne  thowsand  Ynglysah  men 

Fyve  hondert  cam  awaye ; 

The  other  were  slayne  in  the  fylde, 

Cryste  kepe  ther  sowles  from  wo,  ISO 

Seyng  ther  was  so  fewe  fryndes 

Agaynst  so  many  many  a  foo. 

Then  one  the  mome  they  mayd  diem  beeres 

Of  byrch,  and  haysell  graye ; 
Many  a  wydowe  with  wepyng  teyres  155 

Ther  makes  they  &tte  awaye. 
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Thys  fraye  bygan  at  Otterbome 
Bytwene  the  nyghte  and  the  day ; 

Ther  the  Dowglas  lost  hys  lyfe. 
And  ihe  Percy  was  lede  awaye  \ 

Then  vas  ther  a  Scottyshe  prisoner  tayne, 
Syr  Hughe  Mongomery  was  hys  name. 

For  soth  as  I  yow  saye 

He  borowed  the  Percy  home  agayne '. 

Now  let  us  all  for  ihe  Percy  praye 

To  Jesu  most  of  myght, 
To  bryng  hys  sowle  to  the  blysse  of  heven, 

For  he  was  a  gentyll  knygbt. 


■«■  Host  of  the  names  in  the  two  preceding  ballads 
are  found  to  have  belonged  to  families  of  diB^action  in 
the  North,  as  may  be  made  appear  from  authentic  records. 
Thus,  in 


Pag.  14.  ver.  112.  Agenlone.]  The  Ikmily  of  Ha^er- 
ston  of  Haggerston,  near  Berwick,  has  been  seated  there 
for  many  centuries,  and  still  remains.  Thomas  Hagger- 
stOD  was  among  the  commid^onera  returned  for  Northum- 
berland in  12  Hen.  VI.  1433  (Fuller's  Worlhiei,  p.  SIO.) 

V.  165,  Percjm.  HurL  MS. 

•  In  the  Cotton  MS.  i>  tbe  followiag  nolo  on  ver.  161,  in  ui 
•ndetit  liuid: — "Bjr  Hove  Mongomer;  tak^n  priioiuu,  mu  de- 
Ijnred  Tor  tho  rMtoiynge  of  Fenii." 
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The  head  of  thU  fiuoilf  at  present  is  Sir  Thomas  Hag^r- 
ston,  Bart.,  of  Haggeratoa  above  meotioned. 

N.B.  The  name  is  spelt  Agerstone,  sa  in  the  text,  in 
Lelaad's  IHnerary,  vol.  vii.  p.  54. 

Ver.  113.  Hartfy.]  Hartley  is  a  village  near  the  aea. 
in  the  barony  of  Tinemouth,  about  aeren  miles  from 
North-Shields.  It  probably  gave  name  to  a  fiunily  uf 
note  at  that  time. 

Ver,  114.  Heanme.]  This  family,  one  of  the  moet 
ancient,  was  long  of  great  consideration  in  Northumber- 
land. Haddeaton,  the  Caput  Barotda  of  Heron,  wa»  their 
ancient  residence.  It  descended,  35  Edw.  I.,  to  the  heir 
general,  Emeline  Heron,  afterwards  Baroness  Darcy. — 
Ford,  SiC.  and  Bockenlield  (in  com.  eodeta),  went  at  the 
same  time  to  Roger  Heron,  the  heir  male,  whose  de- 
scendants) were  summoned,  lo,  Parliament :  Sir  William 
Heron  of  Ford  Castle  being  summoned  44  Edw.  III. — 
Ford  Castle  hath  descendedbybeirs  general  to  the  family 
of  Delaval  (mentioned  in  the  next  article).  Robert 
Heron,  Esq.,  who  died  at  Newark  in  1 75S,  (bther  of  the 
Kght  Hon.  Sir  Richard  Heron,  Bart.)  was  heir  male  of 
the  Herons  of  Bockenlield,  a  younger  branch  of  this 
family.  Sir  Thomas  Heron  Middleton,  Bart.,  is  heir  male 
of  the  Herons  oF  Chip-Chase,  another  branch  of  the 
Herons  of  Ford  Castle. 

Ver.  1 13.  Lonele.]  Job.  de  Lavale,  miles,  was  sheriff 
of  Northumberland  34  Hen.  VII.  Joh.  de  Lavele,  mil. 
in  the  1  Ed.  VI.  and  afterwards  (Fuller,  813).  In  Nichol- 
son this  name  is  spelt  Da  Level,  p.  304,  This  seems  to 
be  the  ancient  famil)*  of  Delaval,  of  Sealon  Delaval,  id 
Northumberland,  whose  ancestor  was  one  of  the  twenty- 
live  barons  appointed  to  be  guardians  of  Magna  Charta. 

Ver.  117.  Rugbe.]  The  ancient  family  of  Rokeby  in 
Yorkshire  seems  to  be  here  intended.  In  Thoresby's 
Ducal.  Lead.  p.  253,  fol.  is  a  genealogy  of  this  house,  by 
which  it  appears  that  the  bead  of  the  family  about  the 
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tim«  wh«D  thu  balled  yiaa  written,  was  Sir  Ralph  Rokoby, 
Knt.,  Halph  bein^  a  common  name  of  the  Rokebys. 

Ver.  119.  WrtAanynglon.]  Rop,  do  Widrington  wm 
sheriff  of  Northumberland  in  S6  of  Edw.  III.  (Fuller,  p. 
811.)  Job.  de  Widrington  in  11  of  Hen.  IV.,  and  many 
otiiera  of  the  nrae  name  Bfterwerde.  See  also  Nicholson, 
p.  331.     Of  thii  family  was  the  late  Lord  Witheriugton. 

Page  15.  ver.  124.  Moiigon-btirry.]  Sir  Hugh  Mont- 
gomery was  BOD  of  John  Lord  Montgomery,  the  lineal 
anceitor  of  the  present  Earl  of  Eglington. 

Ver.  1Q5.  Ltvdale.]  The  andent  family  of  the  Lid- 
dela  were  originally  from  Scotland,  where  they  were 
lord*  of  Liddel  Caatle,  and  of  the  barony  of  Buff  (vide 
Collini'i  Peerage).  The  head  of  this  family  is  the  prsient 
Lord  BavenawoTth,  of  Raveniworib  Caalle,  in  the  county 
of  Durham. 


Pag.27.  ver.  101.  Mentt^.]  At  the  time  of  this  battle, 
the  earldom  of  Menteith  was  possessed  by  Robert  Stew- 
art, Earl  of  Fife,  third  son  of  K.  Robert  II.,  who,  accord- 
ing to  Buchanan,  eommanded  the  Scots  that  entered  by 
Carlisle.  But  our  minstrel  bad  probably  an  eye  to  the 
family  of  Graham,  who  had  this  earldom  when  the  ballad 
was  written.   See  Douglas's  Pen-^f  ofScollami,  1764,  fol. 

Ver.  103.  HanOay.]  This  shows  this  ballad  was  not 
composed  before  1449  ;  for  in  that  year  Alexander,  Lord 
of  Gordon  and  Huntley,  was  created  Earl  of  Huntley  by 
K.  James  II. 

Ver.  105.  Bowghau.]  The  Eari  of  Buchan  at  that  time 
was  Alexander  Stewart,  fourth  son  of  K.  Robert  II. 

Ver.  107.  JhonHone — Maxweli.'l  These  two  families 
of  Johnston  Lord  of  Johnston,  and  Maxwell  Lord  of 
Msizwell,  were  always  yery  powerful  on  the  borders.  Of 
the  former  bmily  is  Joluuton  Marqub  of  Anuandale :  of 
the  latter  U  Maxwell  Earl  of  Nithsdale.    I  fannot  lind 
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that  any  chief  of  this  family  nu  named  Sir  Hugh  ;  but 
Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  was  about  thU  time  mach  diitin- 
guished  (Me  Doug.).  This  might  have  been  origiMilly 
written  Sir  H.  Maxwell,  end  by  trauscribere  converted 
into  Sir  Hugh.  See  aboTe,  iu  No.  I.  v.  DO,  Ridtard  is 
contracted  into  Rk. 

Ver.  lOB,  Sayn/DB.]  i".  r.  The  Laird  of  Swintone,  a 
■mall  village  within  the  Scottiib  border,  three  miles  from 
Norbam.     This  family  still  tubsiets,  and  IB  very  andent. 

Ter.  111.  SootU.]  The  iUustnous  family  of  Scot,  an- 
cestors of  the  Duke  of  Bucclei^h,  always  roado  a  great 
figure  on  the  border*.  Sir  Walter  Scot  was  at  the  head 
of  this  family  wbsn  the  battle  was  fought ;  but  his  great- 
grandson,  Sir  David  Scot,  was  the  hero  of  that  house 
when  the  ballad  was  vrritlen. 

Ibid.  StrwanU.J  The  person  here  designed  wag  pro- 
bably Sir  Walter  Stewart,  Lord  of  Dajawinton  and  Gair- 
lies,  who  was  eminent  at  that  time.  (See  Dong.)  From 
him  is  descended  the  present  Earl  of  Galloway. 

Ver.  112.  Agwilone.]  Theseatoftbisfaniily wassome- 
times  subject  to  the  kings  of  Scotland.  Thus  Richardus 
Hagerstoun,  miles,  is  one  of  the  Scottish  knights  who 
signed  a  treaty  with  the  English  in  12i9.  Hen.  IIL 
(Nicholson,  p.  2,  note.)  It  was  the  fate  of  many  parts  of 
Northumberland  often  to  change  their  masters,  according 
as  the  Scottish  or  English  anus  prevailed. 

Fag.  S3,  ver.  129.  Morrn/.]  The  person  here  meant 
was  probably  Sir  Charles  Murray  of  Cockpoole,  who  flou- 
rished at  that  time,  and  was  ancestor  of  the  Murrays 
sometime  Earls  of  Annandole.     See  Doug.  Peerage. 

Pag.  34.  ver.  1S9.  Btz-hnghe.]  Dugdale(in  bis  Baron. 
vol.  i.  p.  408)  informs  us,  that  John,  son  of  Henry  Lord 
Fitz-hugh,  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Otterboume.  This 
was  a  Northumberland  family.  Vide  Dugd.  p.  403,  col.  1, 
and  Nicholson,  pp.  33,  60. 

Ver.  141.  HarOoUU.]     Harbotlle  is  a  village  upon  the 
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river  Coquel,  about  ten  milM  west  o(  Rothbury.  The 
Eunilj  of  Harbottle  wu  once  consideraUe  in  Northuoi- 
berluid.  (See  Fuller,  pp.  812,  313.)  A  daughter  of  Sir 
Gubchard  Harbottle,  Knt.,  married  Sir  Thomu  Percy, 
Kut.,  «oo  of  Henry  V.,  and  fotber  of  Thomas,  seventh 
Earl  of  Nortbnmberland. 


tit  3tia'*  Sansbttr, 


Is  founded  upon  the  supposed  practice  of  the  Jews  in 
cruci^ing  or  otherwise  murthering  Christian  children, 
out  of  hatred  to  the  religion  of  their  parents  :  a  practice 
which  hath  been  always  alleged  in  excuse  for  the  cruel- 
ties exercised  upon  that  wretched  people,  but  which  piu- 
bablf  never  happened  in  a  single  instance.  For  if  we  con- 
sider,  on  the  one  hand,  the  ignorance  and  Buperstition  of 
the  times  when  guch  stories  took  their  rise,  the  Tirulent 
prejudices  of  the  monks  who  record  them,  end  the  eager- 
ness with  which  they  would  bo  catcbed  up  by  the  bar- 
barous populace  as  a  pretence  for  plunder  j  on  the  other 
hand,  the  great  danger  incurred  by  the  perpetrators,  and 
the  inadequate  motives  they  could  have  to  eicite  them  to 
a  crime  of  so  much  horror,  we  may  reasonably  conclude 
the  whole  charge  to  be  groundless  and  mglicioua. 

The  following  ballad  is  probably  built  upon  some  Italian 
legend,  sod  bean  a  great  resemblance  to  the  Prioretie't 
Tak  in  Chaucer:  the  poet  Hcema  also  to  have  had  an  eye 
to  the  known  story  of  Hugh  o/ Lincoln,  a  child  sud  to 
have  been  there  murthered  by  the  Jews  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  IIT.     The  conclusion  of  this  ballad  appears  to  be 
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wanting :  what  it  probably  contvoed  may  be  Been  in 
Cbaucer.  Aa  for  Hinyland  Toun,  it  u  probabt;  a  cor- 
ruption of  Milan  (called  b;  the  Dutch  Meylandt)  Town : 
the  Pa  is  evidently  the  river  Po ;  although  the  AAige, 
not  the  Po,  runs  through  Milan. 

Printed  from  a  MS.  copy  sent  from  Scotland! 


Tub  rain  rtna  doun  through  Mirry-land  toun 

Sae  doia  it  doune  the  Pa: 
Sae  doia  the  lads  of  Mirry-land  toune, 

Quhan  they  play  at  the  ba*. 

Than  out  and  cam  die  Jewia  docht«r, 
Said,  Will  ye  cum  in  and  dine  ? 

I  ninnae  cum  in,  I  cannae  cum  in, 
Without  my  play-ferea  nine. 

Scho  powd  an  apple  reid  and  white 

To  intice  the  zoi^  thing  in  ; 
Scho  pond  an  apple  white  and  reid, 

And  that  die  sweit  baime  did  win. 

And  scho  has  taine  out  a  litde  pen-knife, 

And  low  down  by  her  gair, 
Scho  hat  twin'd  the  zoi^  diing  and  his  life ; 

A  word  he  nevir  apak  mair. 

And  out  and  cam  tlie  thick  diick  bluid. 
And  out  and  cam  the  thin ; 
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And  out  and  cam  the  bonny  herts  bluid : 
Thair  was  nae  life  left  in. 

Scho  Itud  him  on  a  dressii^  borde, 

And  drest  him  like  a  swine, 
And  laughing  said,  Gae  nou  and  pley 

With  zour  sweit  play-feres  nine. 

Scho  lowd  him  in  a  cake  of  lead, 

Bade  him  lie  stil  and  sleip. 
Scho  CMt  him  in  a  deip  draw-well. 

Was  fifty  &dom  deip. 

Qidian  bells  wer  rung,  and  mass  was  sur^. 

And  every  lady  went  hame  : 
Than  ilka  lady  had  her  zmg  sonne, 

Bot  lady  Helen  had  none. 

Scho  rowd  liii  mantil  hir  about. 

And  sair  sair  gan  she  weip : 
And  she  ran  into  the  Jewis  castel, 

Quhan  they  were  all  aaleip. 

My  bonny  sir  Hew,  my  pretty  sir  Hew, 

I  pray  thee  to  me  speik : 
'  O  lady,  Finn  to  die  deip  draw-well 

'  Gin  ze  zour  zonne  wad  seik.' 

Lady  Helen  ran  to  the  deip  draw-well. 
And  knelt  upon  her  kne : 
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My  bonny  sir  Hew,  an  ae  be  here, 
I  pray  fliee  apeik  to  me. 

The  lead  is  wondrous  heavy,  mither, 
The  well  is  wondrous  deip, 

A  keen  pen  knife  sticks  in  my  hert, 
A  word  I  dounae  speik. 

Gae  hame,  gae  hame,  my  mither  deir. 
Fetch  me  my  windling  sheet, 

And  at  the  back  o'  Mirry-land  tbun. 
Its  thair  we  twa  sail  meet. 


^fr  Cxnlfitc. 

This  old  romantic  tale  wb«  preserved  in  tbe  Editor's 
folio  MS.,  but  in  ao  very  defective  and  mutilated  a  condi- 
tion (not  from  any  chasm  in  the  MS.,  but  from  great 
omission  in  the  trau  script,  probably  copied  from  the 
faulty  recitation  of  some  illiterate  minstrel),  tbst  it  was 
necessary  to  supply  several  stanzas  in  the  first  part,  and 
still  more  in  the  second,  to  connect  and  complete  the 

There  is  sometbing  peculiar  in  tbe  metre  of  this  old 
ballad  t  it  is  not  unusual  to  meet  with  redundant  stanzas 
of  six  lines ;  but  the  occasional  insertion  of  a  double  third 
'  or  foiuth  line,  as  ver.  SI,  44,  Sec.  is  an  irregularity  1  do 
not  remember  to  have  seen  elsewhere. 
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It  may  be  proper  to  inform  ttie  reader  Derore  ae  comei 
to  Pt.  Q.  V.  110,  111,  that  the  BorrNc  tablb  waa  not  pe- 
culiar to  the  reign  of  K,  Arthur,  but  was  common  Id  all 
the  agea  of  chivalry.  The  proclaiming  agreftt  tournament 
(probably  with  aome  peculiar  aolemnities)  was  called 
"holding  a  Round  Table."  Dugdaie  telU  us,  that  the 
great  baron  tU^er  de  Mortimer  "having  procured  the 
honour  of  knighthood  to  be  conferred  'on  his  three  aone' 
by  K.  Edw.  I.  he,  at  his  own  coats,  caused  a  toumeament 
to  be  held  at  Kenilworth  ;  where  he  sumptuously  entei^ 
tuned  ao  hundred  Icnighta,  and  aa  many  ladies,  for  three 
days ;  the  like  whereof  was  never  before  in  England ;  and 
there  began  the  bodhd  table  (so  called  by  reason  that 
the  place  wherein  they  practised  those  feats  was  environed 
with  a  strong  wall  made  in  a  round  form).  And  upon 
the  fourth  day,  the  golden  lion,  in  eign  of  triumph,  being 
yielded  to  him,  be  carried  It  (with  all  the  company)  to 
Warwick." — It  may  further  be  added,  that  Matthew  Paris 
Ireqnently  calU  jousts  and  tournaments  Haitilvdia  Mentte 


As  to  what  will  be  observed  in  this  ballad  of  the  art  of 
healing  being  practised  by  a  young  princess,  it  is  .no 
more  than  what  is  usual  in  all  the  old  romances,  and  was 
conformable  to  real  manners  :  it  being  a  practice  derived 
from  the  earliest  times  among  all  the  Gotluc  and  Celtic 
nations,  for  women,  even  of  the  highest  rank,  to  exercise 
the  art  of  stu^ry.  In  the  Norl^tm  Otrimidet  we  alwaya 
find  the  young  damsels  stanching  the  wounds  of  their 
lovers,  and  the  wives  those  of  their  hnsbands'.  And  even 
BO  late  as  the  time  oC  Q.  Elizabeth,  it  b  mentioned  among 
the  accomplishments  of  the  ladies  of  her  court,  that  the 
"  eldest  of  them  are  iit^  m  mrgen/.'  See  Harrison's 
Detcriptiim  of  England,  prefixed  to  Holingshed'a  Chro- 
nicle, &c. 
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THE  FIRST  PART. 

In  Ireland,  ferr  over  the  sea, 
There  dwelleth  a  bonnye  kinge ; 

And  with  him  a  yong  and  comlye  knighte. 
Men  call  him  syr  Cauline. 

The  kinge  had  a  ladye  to  his  daughter. 
In  fashyon  she  hath  no  peere ; 

And  princely  wightes  that  ladye  wooed 
To  be  theyr  wedded  feere. 

Syr  Cauline  loveth  her  best  of  all, 

But  nothing  durst  he  saye ; 
Ne  descreeve  hia  counaayl  to  no  man. 

But  deerlye  he  lovde  this  may 

Till  on  a  daye  it  so  befiell. 

Great  dill  to  him  was  dight; 
The  maydens  love  removde  his  mynd. 

To  care-bed  went  the  knighte. 

One  while  he  spred  bis  armea  him  fro. 
One  while  he  spred  them  nye  : 

And  aye !  but  I  winne  that  ladyes  love, 
For  dole  now  I  mun  dye. 

And  whan  our  parish-masse  was  done. 
Our  kinge  was  bowne  to  dyne : 
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He  sayB,  Where  is  ayi  Cauline, 
That  u  wont  to  serve  the  wyne  7 

Then  aunswerde  him  a  courteous  knighte, 
And  fast  his  handes  gan  wringe : 

Sir  Cauline  is  sicke,  and  like  to  dye 
Without  a  good  leecbinge. 

Fetche  me  downe  my  daughter  deere, 

She  is  a  leeche  fulle  fine  : 
Goe  take  him  douglie,  and  the  baken  bread. 
And  serve  him  with  the  wyne  soe  red ; 

Lothe  I  were  him  to  tine. 

Fair  Christabelle  to  his  chaumber  goes. 

Her  maydens  followyng  nye : 
O  well,  she  sayth,  bow  doth  my  lord  7 

O  sicke,  thou  fayi  lady^. 

Nowe  ryse  up  wigfatlye,  man,  for  shame, 

Never  lye  soe  cowardice  ; 
For  it  is  told  in  my  fathers  halle. 

You  dye  for  love  of  mee. 

Fayre  ladye,  it  is  for  yom  love 

That  all  this  dill  I  drye  : 
For  if  you  wold  comfort  me  with  a  kiase, 
Then  were  I  brought  from  bale  to  blisse, 

No  lenger  wold  I  lye. 
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Sir  knighte,  my  Either  is  a  kiage, 

I  am  Ilia  onlye  heire  ; 
Alas !  and  well  you  knowe,  ayr  knighte, 

1  never  can  be  youre  fere.  50 

O  ladye,  thou  art  a  kinges  daughter, 

And  I  am  not  thy  peere. 
But  let  me  doe  some  deedes  of  armes 

To  be  your  bacheleere. 

Some  deedes  of  armea  if  thou  wilt  doe,  55 

My  bacheleere  to  bee, 
(But  ever  and  aye  my  heart  wold  rue, 

Giffharm  ahold  happe  to  thee,) 

Upon  Eldridge  hill  there  groweth  a  thome. 

Upon  the  morea  brodinge  ;  60 

And  dare  ye,  syr  knighte,  wake  there  all  nighte 
Until)  the  fayre  mominge? 

For  the  Eldridge  knighte,  so  mickle  of  mighte. 

Will  examine  you  befiwne ; 
And  never  man  bare  life  awaye,  6£ 

But  he  did  him  scath  and  scome. 

That  knighte  he  is  a  foul  paynim, 

And  large  of  limb  and  bone ; 
And  but  if  heaven  may  be  thy  speede. 

Thy  life  it  is  but  gone.  7< 
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None  on  the  Eldridge  failles  He  walke ', 

For  thy  sake,  fiiir  ladie  ; 
And  lie  eitlier  bring  you  a  ready  tok^, 

Or  lie  never  more  you  aee. 

The  lady  is  gone  to  her  own  chaumb^re, 

Her  maydens  follotring  bright ; 
Syi  Cauline  lope  from  c&re-bed  gocme. 
And  to  the  Eldridge  hiUs  is  g<me, 
For  to  wake  there  aU  night. 

Unto  midnight,  that  the  moone  did  rite, 

He  walked  up  and  downe  ; 
Then  a  lightsome  bugle  heard  he  blowe 

Over  the  benta  soe  browne  : 
Quoth  hee,  If  cryaiKe  come  till  my  hean, 

I  am  fTar  from  any  good  lowne  *. 

And  soone  he  spyde  on  the  mores  so  broac 

A  fiiryoug  wight  and  fell  j 
A  ladye  bright  hia  brydle  led, 

Clad  in  a  fkyre  kyrteil  : 

And  Boe  faat  he  called  on  ayr  Cauline, 

0  man,  I  rede  thee  flye, 

For,  'but'  if  cryance  come  till  thy  heart, 

1  weene  but  thou  mun  dye. 

>  Thit  ling  ii  T«atond  from  tha  folio  HS. 
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He  SEtyth,  '  No'  cryaace  comes  till  my  heart, 
Nor,  in  faith,  I  wyll  not  flee ;  ■ 

For,  cause  thou  minged  not  Christ  before, 
The  less  me  dreadeth  thee. 

The  Eldiidge  knighte,  he  pricked  his  steed ; 

Syr  Cauline  bold  abode . 
l^en  either  shooke  his  trustye  speare,  1' 

And  the  timber  these  two  children'  bare 

Soe  soone  in  sunder  slode. 

Then  tooke  Utey  out  theyr  two  good  swordes, 

And  layden  on  full  fikste. 
Till  helme  and  hanberke,  mail  and  sheelde,     li 

Thev  all  were  well-nye  brast. 

The  Eldridge  knight  was  mickle  of  mi^t, 

And  Btifie  in  stower  did  stande. 
But  syr  Cauline  with  a.  '  backward'  stroke. 

He  smote  off  his  right-hand  ;  1 

That  soone  he  with  paine  and  lacke  of  blond 

Fell  downe  on  that  lay-land. 

Then  up  syr  Cauline  lifl  his  brande 

All  over  his  head  so  hye  : 
And  here  I  aweare  by  the  holy  roode,  1 

Nowe,  caytiffe,  thou  shall  dye. 

V.  10»,  Bukewird.  M8. 
•  i,  «.  Knighta.    S«  the  Prefeee  to  CAild  Walm.  vol.  iii 


ifdb,  Google 


Then  up  uid  came  that  ladye  brighte, 

Faate  wringing  of  her  hsnde : 
For  the  maydens  love,  that  moat  you  lore, 

Withold  that  deadlye  brande : 

For  the  maydena  love,  that  most  you  love, 

Now  smyte  no  more  I  praye ; 
And  aye  whatever  thou  wilt,  my  lord, 

He  ahall  thy  hesta  obaye. 

Now  sweare  to  mee,  thou  Eldridge  knighte. 

And  here  on  this  lay-land, 
That  thou  wilt  believe  on  Christ  his  laye. 

And  theno  plight  thy  hand : 

And  that  thou  never  on  Eldridge  come 

To  sporte,  gamon,  or  playe  : 
And  that  thou  here  ^ve  up  thy  armes 

Until  thy  dying  daye. 

The  Eldridge  knighte  gave  up  his  armes 
With  many  a  sorrowAille  sighe ; 

And  sware  to  obey  syr  Caulines  heat. 
Till  the  tyme  that  he  shold  dye. 

And  he  then  up  and  the  Eldridge  knighte 

Sett  him  in  his  saddle  anone. 
And  the  Eldridge  knighte  and  his  ladye 

To  Aeyr  castle  are  they  gone. 
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Then  he  tooke  up  tbe  bioudy  hmd, 

That  was  so  large  of  bone, 
And  on  it  he  founde  five  ringes  of  gold 

Of  knightes  that  had  be  done. 

Then  he  tooke  up  the  Eldridge  sworde, 

As  hard  as  any  fluit : 
And  he  tooke  off  those  ring^  five, 

As  bright  as  fyre  and  bient. 

Home  then  pricked  syr  Cauline 

As  light  as  leafe  on  tree : 
[-wys  he  neither  stint  ne  blaone. 

Till  he  his  ladye  see. 

Then  downe  he  knelt  upon  his  knee 

Before  that  lady  gay : 
O  ladye,  I  have  bin  on  tbe  Eldridge  hills : 
'  These  tokens  I  bring  away. 

Now  welcome,  welcome,  syr  Cauline, 

Thrice  welcome  unto  mee. 
For  now  I  perceive  thou  art  a  true  kni^te, 

Of  valour  bolde  and  free. 

O  ladye,  I  am  thy  own  true  knighte. 

Thy  bests  for  to  obaye : 
And  mou^t  I  hope  to  winne  diy  love ! 

No  more  his  tonge  colde  say. 
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Tbe  Udy«  bkialied  acarlette^  redde, 

Aitd  fette  a  gentiU  sighe : 
Alas  I  Byi  knight,  how  may  tiiia  bee, 

For  my  d^ree's  boa  highe? 

But  sith  thou  hast  hight,  thou  comety  youth. 

To  be  my  batdiilere, 
He  promise  if  thee  I  may  not  wedde, 

I  will  have  none  other  fere. 

Then  ^ee  held  forthe  her  lUly-white  hand 

Towards  that  knighte  so  free : 
He  gave  to  it  one  gentill  kisse, 
His  heart  was  brought  from  bale  to  blisse, 

The  teares  sterte  from  his  ee. 

But  keep  my  counsayl,  ayr  Cauline, 

Ne  let  no  man  it  knowe ; 
For  and  ever  my  father  sholde  it  ken, 

I  wot  he  wolde  us  sloe. 

From  that  daye  fortha  that  ladye  fayie 
Lorde  ayr  Cauline  the  knighte : 

From  that  daye  forthe  he  only  joyde 
Whan  shee  was  in  his  aigbt. 

Yea  and  oftentimes  they  mette 

Within  a  fayre,arboure. 
Where  they  in  lore  and  sweet  daliaunce 

Past  numye  a  pleasaunt  houre. 
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%*  In  thU  conclusion  of  the  Fint  Part,  and  at  the 
be^nningr  of  the  Second,  the  reader  will  obserre  a  re- 
semblance to  the  story  of  Sgitmimda  and  Gtdlaird,  as 
told  by  Boccace  and  Dryden:  see  the  latter's  description 
of  the  loiere  meeting  in  the  cave,  and  those  beautiM 
lines  which  contun  a  reflection  so  like  this  of  our  poet, 
"  everye  white,"  &c.  vi». — 

"  Bnt  u  aitremn  us  ihort  of  ill  lad  good. 
And  tides  *t  liigbeat  mulf  r^orge  theii  flood  ; 
So  File,  (hat  could  do  mors  improve  tbeir  }oj, 
Took  *  nulkioos  pleuur*  la  datro;. 
Tucred,  who  toBdljr  loved,"  &c. 


PART    THE  SECOND. 

Etbrte  white  will  have  its  blacke, 
And  everye  sweete  its  sowie : 

This  founde  the  ladye  Chiistabelle 
In  an  untimely  howre. 

For  so  it  befelle  as  syr  Cauline 

Was  with  that  ladye  Mie, 
The  kinge  her  btber  walked  forthe 

To  take  the  erenyng  aire  : 

And  into  the  arboure  as  he  went 

To  rest  his  wearye  feet, 
He  found  his  daughter  and  syr  Cauline 

There  sette  in  daliaunce  sweet. 

The  kinge  hee  sterted  forthe,  i-wys. 
And  an  angrye  man  was  hee : 


ifdb,  Google 


sia  cArLiKB. 

Kowe,  traytoure,  thou  shalt  hwige  or  draw 
And  rewe  shall  thy  ladi^. 

Then  forthe  syr  Csuline  he  yiaa  ledde, 
And  throwne  in  dungeon  deepe : 

And  the  ladye  into  a  towre  so  hye, 
Theie  left  to  wayle  and  weepe. 

The  queene  ahe  was  syr  Caulinea  friend, 

And  to  the  kii^  sayd  shee : 
I  praye  you  save  syr  Caulines  life, 

And  let  him  banisht  bee. 

Now,  dame,  that  traitor  shall  be'  Bent 

Across  the  salt  sea  feme : 
But  here  I  will  make  thee  a  band, 
If  ever  he  cdme  within  this  land, 

A  fbnle  deathe  is  his  doome. 

All  woe-begone  was  that  gentil  knight 

To  parte  from  hia  ladyS ; 
And  many  a  time  he  sighed  sore, 

And  cast  a  wistfulle  eye : 
Faire  Christabelle,  from  thee  to  parte, 

Farre  lever  had  I  dye. 

Fair  Christabelle,  that  ladye  bri^t. 
Was  had  forthe  of  the  towre  ; 
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But  ever  abee  droopeth  tn  her  minde, 
Ah  nipt  by  an  ungentle  wrnde 
Doth  some  faire  liUye  flowre. 

And  ever  shee  doth  lament  and  weepe 

To  tint  her  lover  soe  : 
Syr  Cauluie,  thou  htde  thinli'«t  on  mee, 

But  1  will  still  be  true. 

Manye  a  kinge,  and  manye  a  duke. 

And  lords  of  high  dt^^ree, 
Did  roe  to  that  &yre  ladye  of  love; 

But  never  shee  nolde  them  nee. 

When  manye  a  daye  was  pait  and  gone, 

Ne  coniforte  she  colde  finde, 
The  kynge  prodaimed  a  tourneam^it. 

To  cbeere  his  dat^iera  nund  : 

And  there  came  lords,  and  there  came  knights, 

Fro  manye  a  farre  country^, 
To  break  a  spere  Ibr  tfaeyr  ladyes  love 

Before  that  iaire  ladye. 

And  many  a  ladye  there  was  aette 

In  purple  and  in  palle  : 
But  faire  Chrislabdle  soe  woe-hegone 

Was  the  fayrest  of  them  all. 
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Then  manye  a  knigbte  waa  nickle  of  might 

Before  bis  ladye  gaye  ; 
But  A  stiai^er  wight,  whom  no  man  knewe, 

He  wan  the  prise  eche  daye. 

His  acton  it  was  all  of  blacke, 

H)H  hewberice,  and  his  aheelde, 

Ne  noe  man  wist  whence  he  did  come, 

Ne  noe  man  knewe  where  he  did  gone, 

Whoi  they  came  out  the  feelde. 

And  now  three  days  were  preatlye  past 

In  feates  of  chiraliye. 
When  lo  upon  the  fbuidi  mominge 

A  sorrowfiiUe  s^ht  they  see. 

A  hugye  giaunt  stiffe  and  starke, 

All  foule  of  limbe  and  lere  ; 
Two  goggling  eyen  like  fire  farden, 

A  mouthe  from  eare  to  eare, 

Befbife  him  came  a  dwarfie  full  low^ 

That  waited  on  his  knee. 
And  at  his  hacke  five  heads  he  bare, 

All  wan  and  pale  of  htee> 

Sir,  quodi  die  dwarffe,  and  louted  lowe, 
Behold  that  hend  Soldiin  I 
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Behold  these  heads  1  beare  with  me  1 
They  are  kings  which  he  hath  slain. 

The  Eldridge  kn^lit  is  his  own  cousine, 

Whom  a  knight  of  thine  hath  shent : 
And  hee  is  Come  to  avenge  his  wrong, 
And  to  thee,  all  th^  kdightea  among, 
Defiance  here  hath  sent. 

But  jrette  he  will  appease  his  wrath 
Thy  daughters  love  to  winne  : 

And  but  thou  yeelde  him  that  f^yre  mayd, 
Thy  halls  and  towers  must  brenne. 

Thy  head,  syr  king,  must  goe  with  mee ; 

Of  else  thy  daughter  deere  ; 
Or  else  within  these  lists  soe  broad 

Thou  must  finde  him  a  peere. 

The  king  he  turned  him  round  aboute, 

And  in  his  heart  was  woe : 
Is  there  never  a  knighte  of  my  round  tabl^, 

This  matter  will  unde^oe  ? 

la  there  never  a  knighte  amcoigst  yee  all 
Will  fight  for  my  daughter  and  mee  ? 

Whoever  will  fight  yon  grimme  soldan, 
Ria^t  fair  his  meede  shall  bee. 
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For  bee  ahall  have  my  broad  lay-lands, 

And  of  my  cniwne  be  heyre  ; 
And  he  shall  winne  fayre  Christabelle 

To  be  his  wedded  fere.  1 

But  every  knjghte  of  his  round  tablf 

Did  atand  both  still  aild  pate  ; 
For  whenever  they  lookt  on  the  grim  soldan, 

It  made  their  hearts  to  quail. 

AU  woe-begone  was  that  fayre  lady£,  1 

When  she  sane  no  hetpe  was  nye  : 

She  cast  her  thought  on  her  owne  true-love. 
And  the  teares  gusht  trom  her  eye. 

Up  then  sterte  the  stranger  knighte, 

Sayd,  Ladye,  be  not  afiroyd :  1 ! 

He  fight  for  thee  with  this  grimme  soldan, 

Thoughe  he  be  unmacklye  made. 

And  if  thou  wilt  lend  me  the  Eldridge  aworde. 

That  lyelh  within  thy  bowre, 
I  truste  in  Christe  for  to  slay  this  fiende  1! 

Thoughe  he  be  stiff  in  stowre. 

Goe  fetch  him  dowite  the  Eldridge  swoide, 
The  kinge  he  cryde,  with  speede : 

Nowe  heaven  assist  thee,  courteous  knighte ; 
My  daughter  is  thy  meede.  !■ 
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The  gyaunt  he  stepped  into  the  lists, 

And  sayd,  Awsye,  snaye  : 
I  Bweare,  as  I  am  the  hend  soldan, 

Thou  letteit  me  here  all  d^ye. 

iThen  fbrthe  die  ttrsnger  kiu(^t  he  came  135 

Id  his  blacke  armoure  di^t : 
The  ladye  si^ed  a  gentle  sighe, 

"  That  this  were  my  true  knigbte !" 

And  nowe  the  gyaunt  and  knighte  be  mett 

Within  the  Usta  soe  broad;  140 

And  now  with  swordes  soe  shaipe  of  Steele, 
They  gan  to  lay  on  load. 

The  soldan  stiucke  the  knighte  a  stroke. 

That  made  htm  reele  asyde ; 
Then  woe-begone  was  that  fayre  ladyS,  145 

And  thrice  she  deeply  eighde. 

The  soldan  strucke  a  second  stroke, 

And  made  die  bloude  to  flowe : 
All  pale  and  wan  waa  that  ladye  fayre, 

And  thrice  she  wept  for  woe.  150 

The  soldan  sinicke  a  third  fell  stroke. 
Which  brou^t  the  knighte  on  his  knee: 

Sad  sorrow  pierced  that  ladyes  heart. 
And  she  shriekt  loud  shriekiiiga  three. 
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The  knifjbte  he  leapt  iqMxi  his  feete,  15i 

All  Tecklesie  of  the  pain  : 
Quoth  bee,  But  heaven  be  ddv  my  speede, 

Or  else  I  shall  he  slaine. 

He  grasped  his  sworde  with  mayne  and  mighte, 
And  spying  a  secrette  part,  161 

He  drave  it  into  the  sc4dan's  ayde, 
And  pierced  him  to  the  heart 

Then  all  the  pecpte  gave  a  ahoute, 

Whan  they  sawe  the  soldan  falle  : 
The  ladye  wept,  and  thanked  Christ,  16i 

That  had  reskewed  her  from  thiaU. 

And  nowe  the  kinge  with  all  his  barons 

Rose  uppe  from  ofie  bis  seate. 
And  downe  he  stepped  into  the  listes, 

That  curleoua  knighte  to  greete  17t 


But  he  for  payne  and  lacke  of  blonde 

Was  fallen  intd  a  swounde. 
And  there  all  walteringe  in  his  gore. 

Lay  lifelesse  cm  the  grounde. 

Come  donne,  corae  downe,  my  daughter  deare,  1 75 

Thou  art  B  leeche  of  skille ; 
Farre  lever  had  I  lose  halfe  my  landes. 

Than  this  good  knighte  sholde  spille. 
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DowDe  then  steppeth  that  fayre  Udyd, 

To  helpe  him  if  she  maye  ; 
But  wheD  she  did  his  heavere  raise, 
It  is  my  life,  my  lord,  she  sayes. 

And  shriekte  and  swound  awaye. 

Sir  Cauline  juste  lifte  up  his  eyes 
When  he  hearde  his  ladye  crye, 

O  ladye,  I  am  thine  owne  true  lore ; 
For  thee  I  wisht  to  dye. 

Then  giving  her  one  paitinge  looke, 
He  closed  his  eyes  in  death, 

Ere  Chriatabelle,  that  ladye  milde, 
Begone  to  drawe  her  breathe. 

But  when  she  found  her  comely e  knigbte 

Indeed  was  dead  and  gone. 
She  layde  her  pale  cold  cheeke  to  his, 

And  thus  she  made  her  rooane. 

O  staye,  my  deare  and  onlye  lord, 
For  mee  thy  faithfulle  feere ; 

'Tis  meet  that  I  shold  foUowe  thee, 
Who  hast  bought  my  love  bo  deare. 

Then  fayntinge  in  a  deadlye  swoune. 

And  with  a  deep-fette  sighe, 
That  burst  her  gentle  heart  in  twayne, 

Fayre  Christabelle  did  dye. 
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ftVtoaitt,   tfVtDRrlf. 


Q,UHv  dois  zour  brand  sae  drop  wi'  bluid, 

Edward,  Edward  f 
Q,uhf  dois  zour  brand  sae  drop  wt'  bliud  ? 

And  quhy  sae  sad  gang  zee,  O  ? 
O,  I  hae  killed  my  bauke  aae  guid, 
Mitber,  mitber : 
O,  I  hae  killed  my  hauke  sae  guid : 

And  I  bad  nae  mair  bot  hee,  O. 

ZouT  baukis  bluid  waa  nevir  aae  reid, 

Edward,  Edward : 

ZouT  hauldg  bluid  was  nevir  sae  reid; 

My  deir  son  I  tell  tbee,  O. 
O,  I  bae  killed  my  reid-roan  ateid, 
Mitber,  mitber : 
O,  I  bae  killed  my  reid-^roan  ateid, 

Tbat  erat  was  sae  fair  and  iree,  O. 

Zour  ateid  was  auld,  and  ze  bae  gat  mair, 

Edward,  Edward : 
Zour  ateid  waa  auld,  and  ze  bae  gat  mair, 

Sum  otber  dule  ze  drie,  O. 
O,  I  bae  killed  my  iadir  deir, 

Mitber,  mitber : 
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0,  I  l)ae  killed  my  fadir  deir, 

Alas  I  and  wae  ia  mee,  O  ! 

And  quhatten  penance  wul  ze  drie  for  thst,  25 

Edward,  Edward  ? 
And  quhatten  penance  wit)  ze  drie  for  that  7' 

My  deir  son,  now  tdl  me,  O. 
lie  set  my  feit  in  zonder  boat, 

Mitber,  mitber :  30 

He  set  my  feit  in  aonder  boat, 

And  He  fere  ovir  the  sea,  O. 

And  quhat  wul  ze  doe  wi'  z«ar  towirs  uid  zour  ha', 

Edward,  Edward  ? 
And  quhat  wul  xe  doe  wi'  aour  towirs  Had  zour  ha', 
That  were  sae  fair  to  see,  O  1  36 

lie  let  thame  stand  til  they  dona  fa.', 
Mither,  mitfaer  : 
He  let  thame  stand  dl  they  doun  fa'. 

For  here  nevir  mair  maun  I  bee,  O.  40 

And  quhat  wul  ze  leive  to  zour  baims  and  zour  wife, 

Edward,  Edward? 
And  quhat  wul  ze  letve  to  aour  bairns  and  Bonr  wife, 

Quhan  Ke  gang  orir  the  sea,  O  ? 
The  warldis  room,  late  thero  bf^  throw  life,  45 

Mither,  ntither : 
The  warldis  room,  let  them  beg  throw  life. 

For  thame  nerir  mair  wul  I  see,  O. 
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And  quhat  wul  ze  leive  to  zour  ain  mither  deir, 

Edward,  Edward  f  50 

And  quhat  wul  ze  leive  to  zour  ain  mither  deir  ? 

My  deir  son,  now  tell  me,  O. 
The  curse  of  hell  frae  me  sail  ze  heir, 

Mither,  mither : 
The  curae  of  hell  frae  me  sail  ze  beir,  55 

Sic  counseib  ze  gave  to  me,  O. 

nil  curious  song  vas  tranimitted  to  the  Editor  bj  Sir 
David  Dalrympte,  Bart^  late  Lord  Hailes. 


This  old  romantic  Legend  (wUch  is  given  from  two 
copies,  one  of  tbem  in  the  Editor's  folio  MS.  but  which 
contained  very  great  variatioDs,)  beam  marks  of  greM 
antiquity,  and  perhaps  ought  to  hare  taken  place  of  any 
in  this  volume.  It  should  seem  to  have  been  written 
while  a  great  part  of  Spain  was  in  the  bauds  of  the 
Saracens  or  Moors,  whose  empire  there  was  not  fully 
estinguished  before  the  year  1491.  The  Mahometans  are 
spoken  of  in  v.  49,  Sec,  just  in  the  same  terms  as  in  all 
other  old  romances.  Tbo  author  of  the  andent  legend 
of  ISr  BeoM  represents  his  hero,  upon  all  occauons, 
breathing  out  defiance  against 

**  Mibaund  inA  TorniaguuiM ' ;" 

and  so  full  of  zeal  for  his  religion,  as  to  return  the  fol- 

■  a«  t.  ihort  Hamoir  >l  the  end  of  tbk  Ixllmd. 
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lowing  polite  mesmge  to  a  P»yniin  king's  fair  daogbUr. 
who  had  fallen  in  love  with  him,  and  aent  two  Saracen 
knights  to  invite  Mm  to  hsr  bower : 

"  I  *7U  not  DUO  itim  off  thii  groande. 
To  (pnke  with  in  heUhen  liounile, 
Undirutuii  honndH,  I  red«  yon  flc. 


Indeed  the^  return  the  compliment,  \>j  calling  lum  else*- 
where  '*a  Chriiten  hounde*." 

Thb  WBB  conformable  to  the  real  manners  of  the  bar- 
barous ages :  perhaps  the  same  excuse  will  hardly  serve 
oor  bard  for  the  utuations  in  which  he  hss  placed  sene 
of  his  rojal  personages.  That  a  youthfiil  monarch  sbouM 
take  a  joumej  into  another  kinf^om  to  visit  his  miatrett 
n«^.  was  a  piece  of  gallantry  paralleled  in  our  -  own 
Charles  I. ;  but  that  King  Adiand  should  be  found  lolhiig 
or  leaning  at  his  gate,  (v.  35,)  me;  be  thought,  perchance, 
a  little  out  of  character.  And  yet  the  great  painter  of 
manners.  Homer,  did  not  think  it  inconsistent  with  de- 
corum to  represent  a  king  of  the  Taphians  rearing  him- 
self St  the  gate  of  Ulysses  to  inquire  far  that  monaKb, 
when  he  touched  at  Ithaca,  as  he  was  taking  a  voyage 
vitb  a  ship's  cargo  of  iron  to  dtepoae  of  in  traCBc*.  So 
little  ought  we  to  judge  of  ancient  manners  by  oar  own. 

Before  I  conclude  this  article,  I  cannot  help  obaerring 
that  the  reader  will  see  in  this  ballad  the  character  of  the 
old  minstrels  (those  successors  of  the  bards)  placed  in  a 
very  respectable  light*:  here  he  will  see  one  of  them 
represented  mounted  on  a  fine  horee,  accompanied  with 
an  attendant  to  bear  his  harp  after  him,  and  to  sing  the 
poems  of  his  compoung.  Here  he  will  see  lum  miiiog  in 
the  company  of  kings  without  ceremony  ;  no  mean  proof 

»  ^gn.  C.  ij,  b.  .    >  SigD.  C.  j.  b.  '  OdjM.  A,  IDS. 
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of  tbe  great  autiqailj  of  this  poem.  The  briber  we  cairj 
our  inquiries  back,  the  greater  respect  we  find  paid  to  the 
profeMon  of  poetry  and  musie  amongr  all  tbe  Celtic  and 
Gothic  natioDi.  Their  character  waa  deemed  so  sacred, 
that  under  it«  wnction  our  bmou*  King  Alfred  (as  we 
ba*e  already  seen')  made  no  acruple  to  enter  tbe  Danish 
camp,  and  wa«  at  once  admitted  to  the  king's  bead-quar- 
ters'. Our  poet  has  suggested  the  same  expedient  to  the 
heroes  of  thia  ballad.  AH  the  histories  of  the  North  are 
fiill  of  tbe  great  reverence  paid  to  this  order  of  men. 
Harold  Harfagre,  a  celebrated  king  of  Nornaf ,  was  wont 
to  seat  them  at  his  table  above  all  the  officers  of  hia 
conrt :  and  we  find  another  Norwe^au  king  placing  five 
of  them  b;  hie  ude  in  a  day  of  battle,  that  they  might  be 
eye>witnessei  of  the  great  exploits  they  were  to  celebrate'. 
A*  to  Estmere'a  riding  into  the  hall  while  the  kings  were 
at  table,  this  was  usual  in  tbe  ages  of  chivalry  ;  and  even 
to  this  day  we  see  a  relic  of  this  custom  still  kept  up,  in 
tbe  Champion's  riding  into  Westmiruter-hall  during  tbe 


ne,  gentlemen, 
Come  and  you  shall  heare  ; 
lie  tell  you  of  two  of  the  boldest  brethren. 
That  ever  bom  y-were. 

The  tone  of  them  was  AcUer  yonge,  5 

Tbe  tother  was  kyi%  Estmeie ; 

•  Sea  the  Euaj  on  the  inrient  Hinnreli  pnfixed  to  tbia  vol. 

>  Ev«Q  M  Ute  M  the  time  of  Froisurt,  wa  And  Himtreli  and 
Henldi  menlioned  logetber,  t  thote  who  nigbl  Kcorel;  go  inio 
*a  tmemj'i  munlrr.    Cip.  eiL 

•  Butliolini  Audq.  Iho.  p.  173.  Nonheni  Antiquitiea,  &c., 
vol.  I.  pp.  386,  389,  &c. 

•  See  bIm  Iho  tcvount  of  Edw.  II.  In  the  EiHy  on  tb«  Minitnk. 
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The  were  u  bolde  men  in  their  deedes. 
As  any  were  fan  and  neare. 

Ab  they  were  drinkii^  ale  and  wine 

Within  kyng  Estmerea  halle  : 
When  will  ye  marry  a  wyfe,  hrothSr, 

A  wyfe  togladdusall? 

Then  bespake  him  kyng  Estmere, 

And  answered  him  hastilee  : 
I  knowe  not  that  ladye  in  any  lande, 

That  ia  able'  to  marry  with  mee. 

Kyng  Adland  hath  a  daughter,  brother. 
Men  call  her  bright  and  sheene ; 

If  I  were  kynge  here  in  your  stead. 
That  ladye  ahold  be  queene. 

Sayes,  Reade  me,  reade  me,  deare  brother. 

Throughout  merry  England, 
Where  we  mi^t  find  a  messenger 

Betweene  us  two  to  aende. 

Sayes,  You  shall  ryde  yourselfe,  brother, 

lie  beare  you  compan^e  ; 
Many  tfaroughe  fals  messengers  are  deceived 

And  I  feare  lest  soe  shold  wee. 

Vtr.  U.hartiljB.  fol.  MS.         T.  27,  many  m  mui  .  .  .  ii.  ( 
'  He  mcHi)  fit,  tnitible. 
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Thus  the  reniaht  diem  to  ryde 

Of  twoe  good  renisht  steedea, 
And  when  they  came  to  kyng  Adlanda  halle, 

Of  red  goMe  shone  their  weedeH. 

And  when  the  came' to  kyng^  Adlands  halle 

Before  the  goodly  e  yate, 
Ther  they  found  good  kyng  Adlind 

Rearii^  bimselfe  theratt 

Nowe  Christ  thee  save,  good  iyag  Adlfind ; 

Nowe  Christ  thee  save  and  see. 
Sayd,  You  be  welcome,  kyng  Estmere, 

Right  bartilye  to  mee. 

You  have  a  daughterj  sayd  Adler  ytmge. 
Men  call  her  bright  and  sheene, 

My  brother  wold  marrye  her  to  his  wifTe, 
Of  Englande  to  be  ^eme.  ' 

Yesterdaye  was  att  my-  deie  daughter 
Syr  Bremor  the  kyng  of  Spayne ; 

And  then  she  nicked  him  of  naye, 
I  feare  sheele  do  jaae  the  same. 

The  kyng  of  Spayne  is  a  fbule  paynim, 
And  'leeveth  on  Mahound ; 

V.  a,  Ihi  Idng  ha  Mime  of  Bp«3^  foL  HS. 
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And  pitye  it  were  that  fayre  ladyft 
Shold  marrye  a  heathen  hound. 

But  grant  to  me,  sayea  kyng  Estmere, 

For  my  love  I  you  praye ; 
Tliat  I  may  see  your  daughter  dere  55 

Before  I  goe  hence  awaye. 

Altbou^ie  itt  is  eevea  yeare  and  more 

Syth  my  daughter  waa  in  halle. 
She  ahall  come  downe  once  for  your  sake 

To  glad  my  guest^B  alle.  60 

Do,wne  then  came  diat  maydoi  fayre, 

With  ladyes  lacede  in  pall. 
And  halfe  a  hondred  of  bolde  kuightei, 

To  bring  her  ttota  howre  to  hall ; 
And  eke  as  manye  gende  squieres,  65 

To  waite  upon  diem  all. 

The  talents  of  golde,  vere  on  her  head  sette, 

Hui^  lowe  downe  to  her  knee ; 
And  everye  rynge  on  her  small  finger, 

Shone  of  the  chrystall  free.  70 

Sayes,  Christ  you  save,  my  deare  madime  ; 

Sayes,  Christ  you  save  and  see. 
Sayes,  You  be  welcome,  kyng  Estmere, 

Right  welcome  unto  mee. 
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And  iff  you  love  me,  u  you  uye, 

So  well  and  hartil^e, 
All  that  ever  you  are  cornea  about 

SocMie  sped  now  itt  may  bee. 

Then  bespake  her  father  deare : 

My  daughter,  I  aaye  naye ; 
Remember  well  the  kyng  of  Spayne, 

What  he  sayd  yeaterdaye. 

He  wold  pull  dovme  my  halles  and  caMlea, 

And  reare  me  of  ray  lyfe : 
And  ever  I  feare  that  payoim  kyng, 

Iff  I  reave  him  of  hia  wyfe. 

Your  castlea  and  youi  towrea,  Gidier, 

Are  atiooglye  built  aboute ; 
And  therefore  of  that  foule  paynim 

Wee  neede  not  atande  in  doubte. 

Plyght  me  your  troth,  nowe,  kyng  Estmgre, 
By  heaven  and  your  righte  hande. 

That  you  will  marrye  me  to  your  wyfb, 
And  make  me  queene  of  your  land. 

Th«i  kyi^  Estmere  he  plight  his  troth 
By  heaven  and  bis  rl^te  hand, 

That  he  wolde  marrye  her  to  his  wyfe, 
And  make  her  queene  of  his  land. 
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And  he  tooke  lenre  of  that  ladye  &yK, 

To  goe  to  hii  owne  countr«e,  1' 

To  fetche  him  dukea  and  lordea  and  knigfates, 
That  raarryed  the  might  bee. 

The;  had  not  ridden  acant  a  myle, 

A  myle  forthe  of  the  towne, 
But  in  did  come  ihe  kyngs  of  Spsyne,  1 

With  kempSa  many  a  me. 

But  in  did  conw  the  kyng  of  Spayne, 

With  manye  a  grimme  bartee, 
Tone  day  to  marrye  kyng  Adlanda  daughter, 

Tother  daye  to  canye  her  hooM.  1 

Then  shee  sent  after  kyng  Estmdn 

In  all  the  spede  might  bee, 
That  he  must  either  retume  and  fighte. 

Or  goe  home  and  lose  hia  ladyS. 

One  whyle  then  the  page  he  went,  1 

Anodier  whyle  be  lamie ; 
Till  he  had  oretaken  king  Estmere, 

I  wia,  he  never  blamie. 

Tydingea,  tydinges,  kyi^  Eatmere ! 

What  tydinges  nowe,  my  boye  1  1 

O  tydinges  I  can  tell  to  yon, 

That  will  you  Bore  annoye. 
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Yon  had  not  riddoi  Bcant  a  myle, 

A  myle  out  of  die  towne, 
But  in  did  come  the  kyng  of  Spayne 

With  kemp^B  many  a  one  : 

But  in  did  come  the  ky>g  of  Spayne 

Widi  manye  a  grimme  batftne, 
Tone  day  to  marrye  Icing  Adlanda  daughter, 

Todier  daye  to  carrye  faet  borne. 

That  ladye  fayre  she  greetea  yon  well, 

And  ever-more  nell  by  mee : 
You  must  either  tume  againe  and  fighte, 

Or  goe  home  and  lose  your  ladyi. 

Sayea,  Reade  me,  reade  me,  deare  brother. 

My  reade  shall  ryde'  at  thee, 
Whiche  way  we  best  may  tume  and  fighte. 

To  aave  this  fayre  ladyS! 

Now  hearken  to  me,  sayes  Adler  yonge. 
And  your  reade  must  rise'  at  me, 

I  quicklye  will  devise  a  waye 
To  sette  thy  ladye  free. 

My  mother  was  a  westeme  woman. 
And  learned  in  gramary^*, 

>  Sc  H8.     It  ihould  prolxbl;  be  rjw,  i.  «.,  ni;  eauuKl 
irne  from  thte.     Bee  Ter.  140. 
■ScHS.  4  BesDotaMllweDdoftbwIidhd. 
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lesraed  at  the  achole, 
Bhee  taught  itt  me. 


There  groweth  an  hearbe  withio  this  fidde. 

And  ilf  it  were  but  knowne, 
His  color,  which  u  whjte  and  redd, 

It  will  make  blacke  and  browne ; 

Hia  color,  which  is  browne  and  blacke, 
Itt  will  make  redd  and  whyte ; 

That  sword  is  Dot  in  all  Englande, 
Upon  his  coate  will  byte. 

And  you  shal  be  a  harper,  brother, 

Out  of  the  north  countree  ; 
And  He  be  your  boye,  so  feine  of  Bgttte, . 

To  beare  your  harpe  by  your  knee. 

And  you  shall  be  die  beat  harper, 
That  ever  tooke  harpe  in  hand ; 

And  I  will  be  the  beat  aii^r. 
That  ever  aung  in  thia  land. 

Itt  shal  be  written  in  our  foriieada 

All  and  in  grammary^. 
That  we  towe  are  the  boldest  men, 

That  are  in  ail  Chriatentyg. 

And  thiu  they  reniaht  them  to  ryde, 
On  towe  good  renifih  steedea ; 


■,,Gooj^lc 


And  whui  the  came  to  kyng  Adlnnds  lull, 

Of  redd  gold  ihone  tfaeir  needes.  170  . 

And  whan  die  came  to  kyng  Adlanda  hall 

Untiil  die  fayre  hall  yate. 
There  they  found  a  proud  porter 

Rearii^  hiniselie  therott. 

Sayes,  Christ  thee  save,  thou  proud  port^;     175 

Sayes,  Christ  thee  save  and  see. 
Nowe  you  be  welcome,  sayd  the  porter, 

Of  what  land  soever  ye  hee. 

We  heen  harpers,  sayd  Adler  yonge, 

Come  out  of  the  northe  countr^e  ;  180 

We  beene  come  hidier  untiil  this  place. 

This  proud  neddinge  for  to  see. 

Sayd,  And  your  color  were  white  and  redd, 

As  it  is  blacke  and  browne, 
lid  aaye  king  Estmere  and  his  broths  185 

Were  comen  untiil  dus  towne. 

Then  they  pulled  out  a  ryng  of  gold, 

Layd  itt  on  the  porters  arme  : 
And  ever  we  will  thee,  proud  port^, 

Thow  wilt  saye  us  no  harme.  190 

Sore  he  looked  on  kyi^  Estmere, 
And  sore  he  handled  the  ryng. 
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Then  opened  to  Aem  the  &yre  hall  yates, 
He  lett  for  no  kind  of  thyng. 

Kyng  Estmere  he  tight  off  his  steede  lfi5 

Up  att  the  fayre  hall  board ; 
The  frotbe,  Uiat  came  fioin  hii  brydle  bitte, 

Light  <xi  kyng  Bremora  beard. 

Sayes,  Stable  thy  steede,  thou  proud  harper, 
Go  stable  him  in  die  stalle ;  20U 

Itt  doth  not  beaeeme  a  proud  harper 
To  stable  him  in  a  kyngs  halle.  . 

My  ladd  he  is  so  lither,  he  sayd. 

He  will  do  nought  that's  meete ; 
And  aye  that  I  cold  but  find  the  man,  205 

Were  able  him  to  beate. 

Thou  Bpeakat  proud  words,  aayd  the  Paynim  king. 

Thou  harper  here  to  mee  ; 
There  is  a  man  within  this  halle, 

That  will  beate  tby  lad  and  thee.  210 

O  lett  that  man  come  downe,  he  sayd, 

A  si|^t  of  him  wold  I  see  ; 
And  wban  hee  hadi  beaten  well  my  lodd, 

Then  be  shaU  beate  of  mee> 

Downe  then  came  the  kemperye  man,  215 

And  looked  him  in  the  eare  ; 
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For  all  the  gold,  dut  wu  under  heaTen, 
H«  durst  not  nei^  him  neare. 

And  how  nowe,  ktmpe,  layd  die  kyng  of  Spayne, 
And  how  what  aileth  fteef  220 

He  aayei,  Itc  ia  written  in  hia  fbrhead 
All  and  in  grasoaryi, 

That  for  all  the  gold  that  ia  under  heaven, 
I  dare  not  neigh  him  nye. 

Kyng  Eabneie  then  pulled  forth  hia  haipe,      2S5 

And  played  thereon  ao  aweete  : 
Upstarte  the  ladye  from  the  kynge, 

As  hee  aate  at  the  meate. 

Now  stay  thy  harpe,  thou  proud  haip£r, . 

Now  atay  thy  harpe,  1  aay  ;  230 

For  an  thou  playeat  as  thou  b«ginneat, 

Thoult  till*  my  bride  awaye. 

He  strucke  upon  bia  harpe  agayne, 

And  playd  both  fayre  and  free ; 
The  ladye  waa  lo  pleasde  theratt,  235 

She  laught  loud  hof^ters  three. 

Nowe  sell  me  diy  harpe,  sayd  the  kyng  of  Spayne, 
Thy  harpe  and  atrjniga  edte  tnte, 

'  L  t,  toAee.  Tlds  Qlou.    For  annuity),  H«  tfaa  oiil  of  thia 
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And  as  inimy  gold  nobles  thou  thalt  have, 

As  there  be  stryngs  thereon.  240 

And  what  wold  ye  doe  with  my  haipe,  he  sayd, 

Ilfldidsellityee? 
"  To  jOaye  my  wiffe  and  me  a  pitt*, 

When  abed  u^ethet  we  bee." 

Now  sell  me,  quoth  hee,  thy  bryd«  aoe  gay,     245 

As  shee  utts  laced  in  pall, 
And  as  many  gold  nables  I  will  give, 

As  there  be  rings  in  the  hall. 

And  what  wold  ye  doe  with  my  bryde  soe  gay, 
Iff  I  did  sell  her  yee  ?  260 

More  seanelye  it  ia  for  her  foyre  bodye 
To  lye  by  mee  than  thee. 

Hee  played  agayne  both  loud  and  shrille, 

And  Adler  he  did  syng, 
"  O  ladye,  this  is  thy  owne  true  love;  255 

Noe  harper,  but  a  kyng. 

O  ladye,  this  is  thy  owne  true  love. 

As  pisynlye  thou  msyest  see ; 
And  lie  rid  thee  of  that  fbule  paynim, 

Who  partes  thy  love  and  thee."  260 

•  1. 1.  >  tuna  or  itnlo  of  muic    Soe  OIoh. 
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The  Ud^  looked,  the  ladye  Unihte, 

And  blushte  and  lookt  i^yne. 
While  Adlei  he  liadi  dramie  hta  braode, 

A&d  hath  th«  Sowdan  aUyne. 

Up  then  roae  the  kemperye  men,  2£ 

And  loud  they  gan  to  ciye : 
Ah!  trsytors,  yee  have  slayne  our  kyi^. 

And  iheiefbfe  yee  ahall  dye. 

Kyng  Estmere  direwe  the  harpe  aayde, 

And  BwiA  he  drew  his  brand  ;  27 

And  Eatmere  he,  and  Adler  yonge 
Right  atifie  in  stour  can  atand. 

And  aye  their  swordes  aoe  lore  can  byte, 

Tfaroughe  help  of  Gramaryd, 
That  soone  they  have  ilayne  the  kempery  men, 

Oi  font  them  forth  to  flee.  21 

Kyi^  Estmere  tooke  that  &yre  lady^. 

And  m&rryed  her  to  his  wyfe. 
And  brought  her  home  to  merrye  England 

With  her  to  leade  hia  lyfe.  2f 


*«*  The  word  Qramarye,  which  occurs  severs!  times  in 
the  forqping  poem,  b  probably  a  comiption  of  the  French 
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word  Ormoire,  vhich  lignifief  a  conjuring-book  in  the  old 
French  rorauiceg,  if  not  the  tit  of  necromuicf  itMlf. 

■«*  Temu^mniU  (mentioned  above  in  p.  63)  ii  tbe 
name  given  in  the  old  romances  to  the  gvd  of  the  Sm-a- 
ceu :  in  which  he  i*  conituitlj  linked  with  Mahomtd,  or 
Bfahomet.  That,  in  the  legend  of  i!^  Gtof  the  Soudan 
(Sultan)  swears, 

"  8a  helpc  me  Jtfiiiawm  ot  might. 
And  Ttrmagaunt  m;  God  »  bright." 

SigiLp.iti.  b. 

This  word  ii  derived  by  the  very  learned  editor  irf 
Junius  &oin  the  Anglo-Saxon  Typ  very,  and  CD&JBD 
mighty.  Ai  thii  ward  has  lo  lublime  a  derivation,  and 
was  ao  applicable  to  the  trae  God,  how  shall  we  account 
for  its  being  so  degraded  f  Perhaps  Typ-ma^an  or 
Temiagfmt  bad  been  a  name  originally  given  to  aonis 
Smima  idol,  before  our  ancestors  were  converted  to  Chris- 
tianity, or  had  been  the  peculiar  attribute  of  one  of  their 
&lBe  deities;  and  therefore  the  first  ChristiBn  missionaries 
r^ected  it  u  pro&ne,  and  improper  to  be  applied  to  the 
true  God.  Afterwards,  when  the  irruptions  of  the  Sa- 
racens into  Europe,  and  the  Crusades  into  the  Bast,  had 
brought  them  acquunted  with  a  new  species  of  unbe- 
lieven,  our  ignorant  ancestors,  who  thought  all  that  did 
not  receive  the  Christian  law  were  necessarily  Pagans 
and  Idolaters,  supposed  the  Blahometan  creed  was  in  all 
respects  the  same  with  that  of  their  Pagan  foreftthers,' 
and  therefbre  made  no  scruple  to  give  the  andent  name 
at  Termagant  \o  the  god  of  the  Saracens;  just  In  the  same 
manner  at  they  afterwards  used  the  name  of  Sarazen  to 
express  any  kind  of  Psgan  or  Idolater.  In  the  ancient 
romance  t^JKerSae  (in  the  Gi^tor's  folio  MS.)  the  Saxons 
themselves  that  came  over  with  Hengiat,  because  they 
were  not  Christians,  are  constantly  called  Saracens. 
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Uowoer  thit  be,  it  u  certain  that,  after  the  timei  of 
the  Cnuadei,  both  Hahouad  aud  Termagaiuit  mada  their 
frequent  appearance  in  (he  Pageenti  and  raligioiw  Enter- 
hidea  of  the  barbaroua  aget ;  in  wbi<^  the;  were  ashi- 
bited  with  gestureB  bo  furiouB  and  fiantic.  as  to  become 
proverbial.    Thu*  Skelton  tpeaks  of  Wolte;, 

"  ISke  Maiewid  In  >  pUj, 
Nd  aUB  diirg  bim  wilbw;." 

Ed.  1736,  p.  163. 

And  Bale,  describing  the  threats  used  hy  some  Fajnat 
magiatratcB  to  his  wife,  spealiB  of  them  a»  "  greaayag  upon 
herlyke  Ttnugaunta  in  ■  plaj'e."  [Actes  of  Engl.  To- 
tarrea,  pt.  2.  fo.  83.  ed.  1550.  12nio.]  Hence  we  niaf 
conceiia  the  force  of  Hamlet's  eipresuon  b  Shakapaare, 
where,  condemning  a  ranting  player,  he  sajrs,  "  I  could 
have  such  a  fellow  whipt  for  ore-doing  Tennaganl .-  it  out- 
herods  Herod.*  A.  3.  sc  Iffi.  Bj  degrees  the  word  came 
to  be  applied  to  on  outrageous  turbulent  person,  and  espe- 
dallj  to  a  violent  brawling  woman,  to  whom  alone  it  is 
DOW  confined :  and  this  the  rather,  as,  I  suppoae,  the  cha- 
racter of  Termagant  was  anciently  represented  on  the  stage 
after  the  eastern  mode,  with  long  robes  or  petticoats. 

Another  frequent  character  in  the  old  Pageants  or 
Enterludes  of  our  ancestors,  was  the  Sowdan  or  Soldan, 
representing  a  grin  eastern  tyrant.  This  appean  from  a 
cuiious  psssage  in  Blow's  Annals,  (p.  458.)  Is  &  stage- 
pky  "  the  people  know  right  well  that  he  that  plaieth  the 
Suwdun,  b  percase  a  sowler  [shoe-maker],  jet  if  one 
should  cal  him  by  his  owne  name,  wliile  he  atandeth  in 
his  majestie,  one  of  his  tormentors  might  hap  to  break 
his  head."  The  Sowdun,  or  Soldan,  was  a  name  given  to 
any  Sarazen  king  (being  only  a  more  rude  pronunciadon 
of  the  word  Aultnn,)  as  the  Soldan  of  Egypt,  the  Soudan 
of  Persia,  the  Sowdan  of  Babylon,  &c.,  who  were  gene- 
rally represented  as  accompanied  with  grin  Sarazens, 
whose  business  it  was  to  punish  and  torment  Christians. 
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I  CBonot  cooclude  thi*  short  msmoir  wiCbout  obaerring, 
that  the  French  ramaDCere,  who  Lttd  borrowed  the  word 
Tenn^ant  from  ui,  and  applied  it,  as  we  in  their  old 
romanoet,  corrupted  it  into  TenagattrUe :  and  from  tbem 
La  Fouttdiie  look  it  up,  and  haa  used  it  more  than  once 
in  hi*  tale*.  This  maj  be  added  to  the  other  proob 
adduced  in  these  volumes,  of  the  great  intercourse  that 
ibrmerly  subnsted  between  the  old  minstrels  aad  legen- 
dary writers  of  both  natioiu,  and  that  they  mutuall;  bur- 
rowed each  other's  n 


A    SCOTTISH    aitLLAD, 

Is  gifCD  from  two  MS.  copies,  transmitted  fi-om  Scotland. 
In  what  age  the  hero  of  this  ballad  lived,  or  when  this 
fatal  eipeditioD  happened  that  proved  so  destructive  to 
the  Scots  nobles,  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover ;  yet 
am  of  opinion  that  their  catastrophe  is  not  altogether 
without  foundation  in  history,  though  it  haa  escaped  my 
own  researches.  In  the  inAncy  of  navigation,  such  as 
used  the  northern  seas  were  very  liable  lo  shipwreck  in 
the  wintry  months  i  hence  a  law  was  enacted  in  the  reign 
of  James  the  Third,  (a  law  which  was  frequently  repeated 
afterwards,)  "  That  there  be  na  schip  frauched  out  of  the 
realm  with  any  staple  gudes,  fra  the  feast  of  Simons  day 
and  Jude,  unto  the  feast  of  the  purification  of  our  Lady, 
called  Candelmess."     Jam.  III.  Parlt.  2.  ch.  15. 

In  soma  modern  copies,  instead  of  Patrick  Spence  hath 
been  substituted  the  name  of  Sir  Andrew  Wood,  a  hmoua 
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ScottUh  admiral,  who  flourished  b  the  tinn  of  our  Ed- 
ward I  v.,  but  whoM  story  hath  nothing'  in  cotumon  with 
tbia  of  the  ballad.  M  Wood  wa»  the  moat  noted  wsnior 
oC  ScotUad,  it  IB  probable  that,  like  the  Tbebau  Herculei, 
he  bath  ei^rowed  the  renown  of  other  heroei. 


Tbe  kii^  sits  in  Dumfeiling  toune, 
Drinking  the  blude-reid  wine : 

0  quhar  will  I  get  guid  saildr, 
To  sail  this  schip  of  mine  I 

Up  and  spak  an  eldem  knicht, 
Sat  at  the  kings  richt  kne  : 

Sir  Patrick  Spence  is  tlie  best  saildr, 
That  sails  upon  the  se. 

The  king  has  written  a  brud  letter ', 
And  signd  it  wi'  his  hand ; 

And  sent  it  to  Six  Patrick  Spence, 
Was  walking  on  the  sand. 

The  fim  line  that  Sir  Patrick  red, 
A  loud  lauch  lauched  he ; 

Hie  next  line  that  Sir  Patrick  red, 
The  teii  blinded  his  ee. 
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O  quha  is  thu  hu  drai  diis  deid, 

This  ill  deid  don  to  me ; 
To  send  me  out  this  time  o'  the  zeir, 

To  saU  ujHm  the  m  7 

Mak  bast,  mak  haste,  my  miiry  men  all. 
Our  g;nid  scbip  sails  the  mome. 

O  say  na  sae,  my  master  deir, 
For  I  feir  a  deadlie  storroe. 

Late  late  yestreen  I  san  the  new  moone 
Wi'  the  auld  moone  in  hir  arme  ; 

And  I  feir,  I  feir,  my  deir  mastdr. 
That  we  wil!  com  to  harme. 

O  our  Scots  nobles  wer  ricbt  laith 
To  weet  their  cork-heild  schoone ; 

Bot  lang  owie  a'  the  play  wer  pUyd, 
Their  hats  they  swam  aboone. 

O  lang,  Ung,  may  their  ladies  sit 
Wi'  thsXr  fens  into  their  hand, 

Or  eir  they  se  Sir  Patrick  Spence 
Cum  ^piling  to  the  land. 

O  lang,  lang,  may  the  ladies  stand 
Wi'  thair  gold  kerns  in  their  hair, 

Waiting  for  thair  ain  deir  lords, 
For  they'll  se  thame  na  mair. 
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Have  owre,  hare  owre  to  Aberdour', 

It's  fiftie  &dom  deip : 
And  thaii  lies  guid  Sir  Patrick  Spence^ 

Wt'  the  Scots  lords  at  his  feit  *. 


Jftodbiii  Kod])  anO  (&uji  at  ^istbovnt. 

Wb  have  bere  a  ballad  of  Robin  Hood  (Irom  the  Editoi'* 
folio  H3.)  which  wai  neTcr  before  printed,  and  cairiei 
marks  of  much  greater  antiquity  than  aay  of  the  common 
popular  songB  oo  ttus  subject. 

The  Be»erity  of  those  tyriuinical  foreat-Iaw»  that  were 
iotroduced  by  oar  Norman  king^,  and  the  great  tempt- 
ation of  bredung  them  bj  such  as  lived  near  the  royal 
forests,  at  a  time  when  the  yeomanry  of  this  kingdom 
were  every  ^here  trained  up  to  the  long-bow,  and  ei> 
celled  all  other  nations  in  the  art  of  ebooting,  must  con- 
stantly have  occaiioned  great  number  of  oatltwa,  and 
especially  of  such  as  were  the  best  marksmen,  These 
naturall;  fled  to  the  woods  for  shelter,  and  forming  into 
troops,  endeavoured  by  thoir  nmnbers  to  protect  them- 
selves from  the  dreadful  penalties  of  their  delinquency. 
The  ancient  pomshment  for  killing  the  king's  deer,  was 
loss  of  eyes  and  castration  ;  a  punishment  far  worse  than 
death.     This  will  easily  account  for  the  troops  of  banditti 

*  A  villsge  Ijing  upon  tbc  rim  Forth,  th<  eclnoce  to  which 
is  Mimttime*  deoomiiuHd  De  aortao  mari. 

I  in  ingeniou*  friend  lUalu  (he  uithoi  of  Hardyixtiit  fau  boi- 
roved  HTeral  eipresoons  mi  Hntimenti  bom  the  fbregoing  ud 
other  old  Bcetlbh  songb  in  this  colleelion. 
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which  fbnnerlj  lurked  in  the  royal  fbreiti,  and  from  their 
superior  ikill  in  archery,  ind  knowledge  of  all  the  re- 
cesses of  those  unfrequented  solitudes,  found  it  no  difficult 
matter  to  resist  or  elude  the  civil  power. 

Amoi^  all  these,  none  was  ever  more  bmous  than  the 
hero  of  tbis  ballad,  whose  chief  reaidence  was  in  Shire- 
wood  Forest,  in  Nottinghamshire  :  the  heads  of  whose 
story,  as  collected  by  Stow,  are  briefly  these. 

"  In  this  time  [about  the  year  1190,  in  the  reign  of 
Bichard  I.]  were  many  robben,  and  outlawes,  among  the 
'  which  Robin  Hood,  and  Little  John,  renowned  theeves, 
continued  in  woods,  despoyling  and  robbing  the  goods 
of  the  rich.  They  killed  none  but  such  as  would  invade 
them  j  or  by  resistance  for  their  own  defence. 

"  The  saide  Robert  entertained  an  hundred  tall  men  and 
good  archers  with  euch  spoiles  and  thefts  as  he  got,  upon 
whom  four  hundred  (were  thej  ever  so  strong)  durst  not 
give  the  onset.  He  suffered  no  woman  to  be  oppressed, 
violated,  or  otherwise  molested ;  poore  mens  goods  he 
spared,  abundantlie  relieving  them  with  that  which  by 
theft  he  got  from  abbeys  and  the  houses  of  rich  cartes  : 
whom  Maior  (the  histonan)  blameth  for  his  rapine  and 
thefl,  but  of  all  theeves  he  affirmeth  him  to  be  the  prince 
and  the  most  gentle  theefe." — AtataU,  p.  159. 

The  personal  courage  of  this  celebrated  outlaw,  his 
skill  in  archery,  his  humanity,  and  especially  his  levelling 
principle  of  taking  from  the  rich  and  giving  to  the  poor, 
have  in  all  ages  rendered  him  the  favourite  of  the  com- 
mon people  :  who,  not  content  to  celebrate  his  memory 
by  innumerable  songs  and  stories,  have  erected  him  into 
the  dignity  of  an  earl.  Indeed  it  is  not  impossible  but 
OUT  hero,  to  gain  the  more  respect  from  his  followers,  or 
they  to  derive  the  more  credit  to  their  profession,  may 
have  given  rise  to  such  a  report  themselves ;  for  we  find 
it  recorded  in  an  epitaph,  which,  if  genuioe,  must  have 
been  inscribed  on  his   tombstone  near  the  nunnery  of 
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vts  bled  to  death  bj  ■  treacberous  nun,  to  whom  he 
applied  for  phlebotomy : 

JUnt  iiiilrtn»a)>  Dia  laiti  fttan 
UIF  n>itrt  (arl  of  tutntinalttii 
tus  aziix  in  at  Ipit  aac  Btnh 
flit  vipl  tiaullt  im  l^btn  Anih 
fitk  iitlalD)  as  ti  an  ii  men 
btl  SnaUnD  nitii:  >i  ast» 
lAiifM  lul  BcbmUcii.  m7>. 

Thii  epitaph  appears  to  me  suspicious ;  however,  a  late 
Antiquary  has  given  a  pedigree  of  Robin  Hood,  which,  if 
genuine,  shows  that  he  bad  reel  pretensions  to  the  earl- 
dom of  Huntingion,  and  that  his  true  name  was  Robeit 
PiTX-ooTH*.  Yet  the  mo»t  ancient  poems  on  Robin 
Hood  make  no  mention  of  this  earldom.  He  is  ezpressly 
asserted  to  have  been  •  yeoman '  in  a  very  old  legend  in 
verse,  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  public  library  at 
Cambridge*  in  eight  riTTiB  or  Parts,  printed  in  black 
letter,  quarto,  thus  inscribed,  "C  Here  begynneth  a  lytell 
geste  of  Robyn  bode  and  his  meyne,  and  of  the  proude 
aheryfe  of  Notyngham."     The  first  lines  are, 

"  Lilhe  md  Ijiten,  genljlmen, 
That  be  of  In- bora  blade: 
I  >hall  yoa  tell  of  e  good  Yiuan, 
Hii  nuns  wu  RoliTn  bode. 
Robrn  mt  *  pronde  out-liwe, 
Wbi1«t  hs  miked  on  grounds ; 
So  cnrUTBS  u  outlawa  u  hs  wu  one, 
Wm  never  none  yfbunde,"  &e. 

The  printer's  colophon  is,  "  (E  Explicit  Kinge  Edwarde 

■  Sea  Thareabf'i  Dkd^  Zeod.  p.  £76.    Bitig.  Brii.  n.  3933. 

*  Stukele;,  in  his  PalaograpUa  BrilaiiBiea,  No.  IL  17*6. 
>  S»e  i1k>  the  fblloiring  bilUd,  v.  1 47. 

•  Nam.  D.  £,  3. 
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tnd  Robin  bode  and  Ljttel  Joban.  Eoprented  at  Lon- 
don in  Fletestrete  at  the  Bjgna  of  the  sone  hj  Wynkin  de 
Worde."  In  Mr,  Gfurick'u  collection'  it  a  different  edi- 
tion of  tbe  same  poem,  "  CT  Imprinted  at  Loadoo  upon  tha 
thre  Crane  wharfe  b;  Wyll^am  Copland,"  containing  at 
the  end  a  little  dramatic  piece  on  tbe  subject  of  Rotnn 
Hood  and  tbe  Friar,  not  found  in  tbe  former  copy,  caUed. 
"  A  newe  playe  tor  to  be  played  in  Maye  games  verf 
ptesaunte  and  full  of  paatjme.     C  (/.)  IB." 

I  shall  conclude  these  preliminarj  remarks  with  ob- 
wniDg,  that  the  hero  of  tbi«  ballad  wa»  tbe  famous  sub- 
ject  of  popular  songa  so  early  as  the  time  of  K.  Edw.  III. 
In  the  fifinu  of  Pierce  Plowman,  written  in  that  reign,  a 
monk  says, 
i  can  rfntra  of  Kobni  Rob,  irati  KasDal  at  CImttr, 
Vvt  at  nur  ftorlie  antr  one  S^.  I  Urnt  nattiiBit  at  all. 

Fal.  06,  wl.  IGSO. 

See  also  in  Bp.  Latimer's  Sermons*  a  very  cnrioos  and 
characteristical  story,  which  shows  what  respect  nas 
shown  to  the  memory  of  our  archer  in  the  time  of  that 
prelate. 

The  curious  reader  will  find  many  other  particnlirt 
relating  to  this  celebrated  outlaw,  in  Sir  John  Hawkins's 
Hitl.  o/Miuic,  vol.  iii.  p.  410.  4to. 

For  the  catastrophe  of  Little  John,  who,  it  seems,  was 
executed  for  a  robbery  on  Arbor-hill,  Dublin,  (with  some 
curious  particulars  relatii^  to  his  skill  io  archery.)  see 
Mr.  J.  C.  Walker's  ingenious  "  Memoir  on  the  Armour 
and  Weapons  of  the  Irish,"  p.  129,  annexed  to  Ms  "  His- 
torical Essay  on  the  Drass  of  the  ancient  and  modem 
Irish."    DubUn,  1788.  4to. 

'  Old  PUyi,  4lo.  K.  ml.  x. 

*  Serai,  fith  before  K.  Ed.  Apr.  12,  fol.  7S.  Gilpin")  Lifl  of  Lot. 
p.  122. 
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SoBH  libertiM  were,  hj  tbe  Editor,  taken  with  thii 
ballad;  which,  in  thi<  edition,  httb  beea  brought  nearer 
to  the  folio  MS. 


When  ahaws  beene  ■beene,  and  ahiadds  full  &yre, 

At>d  leaves  both  large  and  looge, 
Itt  ia  merrye  walkyng  in  the  ^yie  forrgat 

To  heare  the  amall  birdea  aonge. 

The  woodweele  sang,  and  wold  not  cease,  S 

Sitting  iq>OD  the  sptaye, 
Soe  lowde,  he  wakened  Robin  Hood. 

In  the  greoiwood  where  he  lay. 

Now  by  my  faye,  aayd  joUye  Rol^ 

A  sweaven  I  had  diis  njgbt ;  10 

I  dreamt  me  of  tow  wi^ty  yemen. 

That  &at  nidi  nte  can  fight 

Metbougbt  they  did  mee  beate  and  binde, 

And  tooke  my  bow  mee  froe ; 
Iff  I  be  Robin  alive  in  this  lande,  15 

He  be  WToken  on  them  towe. 

Sweavena  are  swift,  master,  quoth  John, 

As  the  wind  blowes  ore  the  hill ; 
For  if  itt  be  never  so  loude  this  ni^t, 

To-morrow  it  may  be  still.  20 

Vsr.  1.    It  ■faoald  perhqa  bs  funnfa :  l  *.  tha  nufice  of  th« 
fraund :  lii.  "  iriivn  Ihs  fidda  are  in  thdc  betutj." 


ifdb,  Google 


B8     '  KOBIN  HOOD  ADD 

Buvke  yee,  bowoe  yee,  my  meny  men  ^ 
And  John  ahaH  goe  with  mee, 

Foi  He  goe  seeke  yond  wight  yeomen, 
In  greenwood  where  the  bee. 

Then  they  cast  on  iheii  gownea  of  grene, 
And  tooke  theyr  bowes  each  one  ; 

And  they  away  to  the  greene  fbirist 
A  footing  forth  are  gone ; 

Untill  they  came  to  the  merry  greenwood, 
Where  they  had  gladdest  to  bee, 

There,  were  the  ware  of  a  wight  yeoman, 
That  body  leaned  to  a  tree. 

A  sword  and  a  dagger  he  wore  by  his  side, 

Of  manye  a  man  the  bane ; 
And  he  was  clad  in  his  capull  hyde 

Topp  and  tayll  and  raayae. 

Stand  you  still,  master,  quoth  Little  John, 

Under  this  tree  so  grene. 
And  I  will  go  to  yond  wight  yeoman 

To  know  what  he  doth  meane. 

Ah  I  John,  by  me  diou  setteat  noe  stOK^ 

And  that  I  farley  finde  : 
How  ofift  send  I  my  men  beffote, 

And  tarry  my  selfe  behinde  I 
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It  ia  no  cmmii^  a  knare  to  ken, 
And  s  nun  but  beare  him  speake ; 

And  itt  were  not  for  bunting  of  my  bowe, 
John,  I  tbjr  bead  wdd  breake. 

Aa  oAen  wordea  they  breeden  bale. 
So  they  parted  Robin  and  John ; 

And  John  is  gone  to  Bameadale  i 
The  gates'  be  knowetb  eche  one. 

But  when  he  came  to  Bamesdale, 
Great  heavinesse  there  hee  hadd, 

For  he  found  tow  of  his  owne  felldwes 
Were  alaine  both  in  a  slade. 

And  Scarlette  he  was  flying  a-fooie 

Faate  over  stocke  and  sttme, 
For  the  proud  sheriffe  with  seroi  score  men 

Fast  after  him  is  gone. 

One  sboote  now  I  wilt  shoote,  quoth  John, 
With  Christ  his  might  and  mayne  ; 

lie  make  yotid  fellow  that  flyes  soe  fast, 
To  stopp  he  shall  be  fayne. 

Then  i<An  h&M  up  bia  long  bende-bowe, 
And  fetteled  him  to  shoote  ; 
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The  bow  was  made  of  tender  boughe, 
And  fell  down  at  his  fbote. 

Woe  worth,  woe  worth  thee,  wicked  wood. 

That  ere  thou  grew  on  a  tree ;  70 

For  now  this  day  thou  art  my  bale, 
My  boote  when  thou  ahold  bee 

His  Bhoote  it  waa  but  loosely  Biiott, 

Yet  flewe  not  the  arrowe  in  vaiite, 
For  itt  mett  one  of  the  therriSes  men,  7  J 

Good  William  a  Trent  was  slaine. 

It  bad  bene  better  of  William  a  Trent 

To  have  bene  abed  with  sorrowe, 
Than  to  be  that  day  in  the  green  wood  dade 

To  meet  with  Little  Johns  arrowe.  8( 

But  as  it  is  said,  when  men  be  meti 

Fyve  can  doe  more  than  three, 
The  aheriSe  hath  taken  little  Jdm, 

And  bound  hi"i  fast  to  a  tree. 

Thou  shalt  be  drawen  by  dale  and  downe,  St 

And  hanged  bye  on  a  hill. 
But  thou  mayit  fayle  of  thy  purpose,  quodi  John, 

If  itt  be  Christ  his  will. 

Let  us  leave  talking  of  litde  J<^ 
And  thinke  of  Robin  Hood,  9i 
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How  he  IB  gone  to  the  wight  yeoman, 
Where  under  the  leave*  be  itood. 

Good  inorn>we,  good  fellowe,  *ayd  Robin  to  fayre, 
"  Good  inorrowe,  good  iellow,  quoth  be ," 

Methinkea  by  this  bowe  thou  beares  in  thy  hande 
A  good  archere  tbou  oholdat  bee.  96 

I  am  wilfulle  of  my  waye,  quo'  the  jreman, 

And  of  my  morning  tyde. 
He  lead  thee  through  the  wood,  sayd  Robin ; 

Good  feUow,  lie  be  thy  guide.  100 

I  seeke  an  outliwe,  the  gtr&unger  sayd, 

Meo  call  him  Robin  Hood ; 
Rather  lid  meet  with  tiiat  proud  outlawe 

Than  fortye  pound  soe  good. 

Now  come  with  me,  thou  wighty  yeman,  105 

And  Robin  tbou  soone  shalt  see  ; 
But  first  let  us  some  pastime  find 

Under  the  greenwood  tree. 

First  let  us  some  masterye  make 

Among  the  woods  so  even,  110 

We  may  chance  to  meet  with  Robin  Hood 

Here  att  some  unsett  steven. 

They  ciitt  them  down  two  summer  shrc^ga. 
That  grew  both  under  a  breeie, 
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And  sett  them  threescflre  rood  in  twaine  1 IR 

To  aboote  the  prickes  y-fere. 

Leade  on,  good  felloTre,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 

Leade  <m,  I  doe  Udd  thee. 
Nay  by  my  &ith,  good  fellowe,  bee  sayd, 

My  leader  thou  thdt  bee.  120 

The  first  time  Robin  shot  at  the  pricke, 

He  mist  but  an  inch  it  froe ; 
The  yeoman  he  was  an  archer  good. 

But  he  cold  never  shoote  soe. 

The  second  shoote  bad  the  wi^^^e  yeman,       125 

He  shot  within  the  garl&nde ; 
But  Robin  he  shott  far  better  than  bee. 

For  he  ciave  the  good  pricke  wande. 

A  blessing  upon  thy  heart,  be  aayd ; 

Goode  fellowe,  thy  shooting  is  goode ;  130 

For  an  thy  hart  be  as  good  as  thy  band, 

Thou  wert  better  than  Robin  Hoode. 

Now  tell  me  thy  name,  good  fellowe,  sayd  he, 

Under  the  leaves  of  lyne. 
Nay  by  my  &ith,  quoth  bolde  Robbi,  135 

Till  thou  have  told  me  thine. 

I  dwell  by  dale  and  downe,  quoth  bee, 
And  Robin  to  take  Ime  swome  ; 
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And  when  I  am  called  by  my  r^t  name 

I  itm  Guy  ofgoodGiiboroe.  140 

My  dwelling  is  in  this  wood,  layea  Robin, 

By  thee  I  set  right  nought : 
I  am  Robin  Hood  of  Bam^sdale, 

Whom  thou  bo  long  hast  Bought. 

He  that  had  neyther  beene  kithe  nor  kin,         145 

Might  have  seen  a,  full  &yre  sight, 
To  see  how  together  these  yeomen  went 

With  bladea  both  browne'  and  bright. 

To  see  how  these  yeomen  U^ether  they  fought 
Two  howres  of  a  summers  day :  150 

Yett  neither  Robin  Hood  nor  sir  Guy 
Them  feoled  to  flye  away, 

■  The  GommoD  epithet  for  a  iword  or  other  offflnaiFe  m«pori, 
in  t)i«  old  metrical  rooiancet,  i»  brown:  B<"bn>wa  hnoi"  OT 
^^browD  iword;  browD  bill,^  &x^  and  ■ometunee  ^en  ^*  bright 
browa  eword."  Chucer  Bppliea  the  woid  rmlie  in  Ihe  tune  isnH; 
thu>  ha  deiciibei  the  ifen  : 

"anQ  bs  fl»  tOit  %t  Unt  a  mitie  blaHr." 

PraL  Ter.  620. 
And  «T«i  thui  the  god  Hui : 

"anS  in  t>i>  ^nf  it  i^  ■  ronsti  ■tootti." 

Tert.  of  Crenid.  186. 
SpODKC  hu  sanurtlmei  used  the  iam«  epithet;  B«e  Werton'i  Ob- 
sen.  tdI.  ii.  p.  62.  It  ihould  item  from  thii  ptrticduit;,  thai  our 
anceiton  did  not  ^qne  tbemielTes  apoa  keeping  theii  weaponi 
bright ;  psliapi  they  deemed  it  more  hononiible  to  aary  them 
itained  with  (be  blood  of  their  enemlea. 
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Robin  nsa  reachlea  on  a  roote, 

And  stumbled  at  that  tyde ; 
And  Guy  waa  quicke  and  nimble  Trith-ali, 

And  hitt  him  ore  the  left  side. 

Ah  deere  Lady,  sayd  Robin  Hood  thou, 
Thou  art  but  mother  and  may', 

I  think  it  was  never  niana  desduye 
To  dye  before  hi«  day. 

Robin  thought  on  our  lady  deere, 

And  loone  leapt  up  againe. 
And  Btrait  he  came  with  a  '  backward'  strok 

And  he  air  Guy  hath  alayne. 

He  took  sir  Guys  head  by  the  hayre, 
And  stuck  itt  upon  bis  bowes  end : 

Thou  hast  heene  a  traytor  all  thy  life, 
Which  thing  must  have  an  ende. 

Robin  pulled  forth  an  Irish  knife. 
And  nicked  ur  Guy  in  the  &ce. 

That  he  was  never  on  woman  bom, 
Cold  tell  whose  head  it  was. 

Sales,  Lye  there,  lye  there,  now  sir  Guye, 
And  with  me  be  not  wrothe  ; 

Terr.  163,  mwkwude.  MS. 
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If  thou  hare  had  the  wont  strokes  at  tny  hand, 
Thou  ahalt  have  the  better  clothe.  17' 

Robin  did  off  his  gowne  of  greene, 

And  on  dr  Guy  did  throwe, 
And  hee  put  on  that  capnll  hyde, 

That  cladd  him  topp  to  toe.  16 


Tne  bowe,  the  arrovrea,  and  litde  home, 

Now  with  me  I  will  beare ; 
For  I  will  away  to  Bamisdale, 

To  see  how  my  m«i  doe  fare. 

Robin  Hood  sett  Ouyea  home  to  hia  mouth,     18J 

And  a  load  Uaat  in  it  did  blow, 
That  beheaid  the  sheriffe  of  Nottingham, 

As  he  leaned  under  a  lowe. 

Hearken,  hearko!)  sayd  the  sheriSe, 

I  heare  nowe  tyiiEngs  good,  19' 

For  yonder  I  beare  sir  Guyei  home  blowe, 

And  he  hath  slaine  Robin  Hoode. 

Y<Hider  I  heare  sir  Guyes  home  blowe, 

Itt  blowea  soe  well  in  tyde, 
And  yonder  comes  that  wightye  yeoman,         19 

Cladd  in  his  capull  hyde. 

Come  hyther,  come  hyther,  thou  good  air  Guy, 
Aske  what  thou  wilt  of  mee. 
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O  I  will  none  of  thy  gold,  sayd  Robin, 
Nor  I  will  none  of  thy  fee : 

But  now  I  have  slaine  tlie  master,  be  sayea. 

Let  me  goe  strike  the  knave ; 
For  this  is  all  the  rewarde  I  aske  ; 

Nor  noe  other  will  I  have. 

Thou  art  a  madman,  said  the  sheriffe, 
Thou  sholdst  have  had  a  knightes  fee : 

But  seeing  thy  asking  hath  beene  soe  bad. 
Well  granted  it  shale  be. 

When  Little  John  heard  his  master  speake. 
Well  knewe  he  it  was  his  steven  : 

Now  shall  I  be  looset,  quoth  Little  John, 
With  Christ  liis  might  in  beavrai. 

Fast  Robin  bee  hyed  him  to  Little  John, 
He  thought  to  loose  hira  belive ; 

The  sheriffe  and  all  bis  cotnpanye 
Fast  afler  him  can  drive. 

Stand  abacke,  stand  abacke,  sayd  RoUn ; 

Why  draw  you  mee  so  neere  ? 
Itt  was  never  the  use  in  our  country^, 

Ones  shrift  another  ^old  heere. 

But  Robin  pulled  forth  an  Irysh  knife. 
And  losed  John  hand  and  fbote, 
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And  gave  bim  air  Guyes  bow  into  hit  hand, 
And  bade  it  be  his  boote. 

Then  John  he  took  Guyes  bow  in  his  hand,     22b 

His  boltes  and  arrowea  eche  one : 
When  the  sberiffe  saw  Little  Jolm  bend  his  bow, 

He  fettled  him  to  be  gone. 

Towards  his  houBe  in  Nottingham  towne. 

He  fled  full  fast  away  ;  230 

And  soe  did  all  the  companye  : 
Not  one  behind  wold  stay. 

But  he  coiA  neither  nume  soe  fast. 

Nor  away  soe  fast  cold  ryde, 
Bnt  little  John  with  an  arrowe  soe  broad,         235 

He  shott  him  into  the  '  backe'-syde. 

*«*  The  title  of  >S!r  waa  not  formerly  peculiar  to  Lnights, 
it  was  jiten  to  piiesti,  end  sometimea  to  very  inferior 
penousg^B. 

Dr.  JobDBon  thinks  this  title  was  applied  to  such  as 
had  taken  the  degree  of  A.B.  in  the  universities,  wlio  ere 
sUH  styled  Domim,  "Sirs,"  to  distinguish  them  Itodi 
Uadep^gradoates,  who  have  no  prefix,  and  from  Masters 
of  Arte,  who  are  styled  Magittri,  "  Mssters." 
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9n  Vtltgs  on  Htnvs,  ^S'lmit'b  tfarl  of 
^ortlinmbtrlaiill. 

The  tnlgect  of  thU  poem,  which  wh  written  bj  SkeltoD, 
b  the  death  of  Hbhbt  Pe&cy,  fourth  Earl  of  Northam- 
berland,  who  fell  a  victim  to  the  avarice  of  Henry  VII.  Id 
1489,  the  parliament  had  granted  the  king  a  suhsidj,  for 
RunTing  on  the  war  in  Bretagne.  This  tax  was  found  so 
heavy  in  the  North,  that  the  whole  countiy  was  in  ■ 
flame.  The  Eirl  of  Nonhumberlsnd,  theo  lord-lieutenant 
for  Yorkshire,  wrote  to  iaform  the  kin^  of  the  discontent, 
and  praying  an  abatement.  But  nothing  ia  go  unrelenting 
as  avarice  :  the  king  wrote  back,  that  not  a  penny  should 
he  abated.  This  oiesBSge  being  delivered  by  tlie  eari 
with  too  little  caution,  the  populace  rose,  and  suppoai^ 
him  to  be  the  promoter  of  their  calamity,  broke  into  hii 
house,  and  murdered  him,  with  eeveral  of  his  attendant* ; 
who  yet  are  chared  by  Skelton  with  being  backward  in 
their  duty  on  this  occasion.  This  melancholy  event  hap- 
pened at  the  earl's  seat  at  Cocklodge,  bear  Thirske,  m 
Yorkshire,  April  28,  148D.     See  Lord  Bacon,  &c. 

If  tbe  reader  does  not  find  much  poetical  merit  in  tlm 
old  poem,  (which  yet  is  one  of  Skeltou's  best,)  he  will  see 
a  striking  picture  of  tbe  state  and  magnificence  kept  up 
by  our  ancient  nobility  during  the  feudal  times.  TUt 
great  earl  is  described  here  as  having  among  hia  menial 
servants,  kiagAtt,  tqiara,  and  eveu  barom :  see  v.  32,  163i 
&c. ;  which,  however  different  irom  modem  manners,  was 
formerly  not  unuaual  with  our  greater  barons,  whose  castle* 
had  all  the  splendour  and  offices  of  a  royal  court,  before 
the  laws  against  Retainer*  abridged  and  limited  the  num- 
ber of  their  attendants. 
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John  Skellon,  irho  commonlj  atjled  himself  Poet-Lau- 
reat,  died  Jane  21, 1529.  The  following  poem,  irhich 
appears  to  have  been  written  soon  after  the  event,  ii 
printed  from  an  Mtcient  MS.  copy,  preierved  in  the 
British  Museum,  beii^  much  more  coirect  ttun  that 
printed  among  Skeltoo's  Poems,  in  bl.  let.  12mo.  1568. 
It  ia  addressed  to  Henry  Percy,  fifth  Earl  of  Northuiii- 
berland.  Bad  ia  pre&ced,  &c.  in  the  fallowing  manner : 

Poeta  Skeltott  Laureatus  lihelhtm  tjmm  melriee 

alloquitur. 

Ad  dominnm  propenu  meum  ma.  pugina  Percj, 

Qui  NorthnmbTDnun  jun  patvmagerit- 
Ad  DUtom  celcbd)  la  poniH  repanc  leonii, 

QuBqae  mo  path  triatu  jutta  cano. 
Am  nbi  peiltf^t,  daUam  lub  mente  vdlatet 

FortuDam,  cuncta  qun  male  fida  ntat. 
Qni  Iw  ait  feliz,  et  Nntorit  occupet  innoi ; 

Ad  libitum  cujuB  ipM  paratiu  eRk 


Skeltok  Ladreat  upon  the  dolo&us  dethe  and 

much  lauektabie  chachce  of  tub  moosi 

HOHoKABLE  Ekle  of  Nobtuumberlande. 

I  WAYLE,  I  wepe,  I  aobbe,  I  aigh  fill  sore 
The  dedely  fate,  the  dolefulle  destenny 

Of  hint  that  u  gone,  alas !  without  restore, 
Of  the  blode'  royall  descendtnge  nobelly  ; 
yiitm  lordshepe  doutles  was  slayne  lamentably    S 

1  Tfaemotfauof  QearT.flnt  Earlof  Nonbumberland,  «u  Mary 
H  2 
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Thorow  treson  ageyn  hym  compassyd  and  wrought ; 
Trew  to  his  prince,  in  word,  in  dede,  and  thought.' 

Of  hevenly  poema,  O  Clyo  calde  by  name 
In  the  collie  of  musiB  goddess  hystoriall, 

Adrea  the  to  me,  whiche  am  both  halt  and  lame    10' 
In  elect  uteraunce  to  make  memoryall : 
To  the  for  Boccour,  to  the  for  helpe  I  call 

Myne  homely  rudnea  and  drighnes  to  expelle 

With  the  freshe  waters  of  Elyconys  welle. 

Of  noble  actea  auncyently  enrolde,  IS 

Of  fiiniouB  princis  and  lordes  of  astate. 

By  thy  report  ar  wonte  to  be  extold, 
R^^estringe  trewly  every  formare  date  ; 
Of  thy  hountie  after  the  usuall  rate, 

Kyndle  in  me  auche  plenty  of  thy  nobles,  20 

Thes  sorrowfulle  dities  that  I  may  ahew  eKprea. 

In  seeona  past  who  hathe  harde  or  sene 
Of  formar  writinge  by  any  presidente 
That  vilane  haatarddis  in  ther  furious  tene, 

iliue;hter  to  Uenrj  Eul  of  laaraaMi,  vhoH  &Lh«T  Edmond  SH 
•eoond  son  of  King  Hmpj  III.  The  molher  wd  wife  of  the  Hxmul 
Eul  or  NorthumberUiid  were  both  lioeal  deuenduU  of  Kb^ 
Edwird  III.  The  Pereji  alio  were  lineallj  dnceoded  Irani  tbo 
Emperoi  CharlemigDC  and  the  ancient  king!  of  Fnmce,  bj  thnrui- 
ceilor  JoKsliue  de  LoTnine  (un  of  Oodfriy  Duke  of  Brahut).  wlis 
took  the  nwne  af  Pivnr  on  manTing  the  heiiea  of  thai  houw  ta 
the  nigD  at  Hen.  II.     TUo  Camdeo'i  BrUait.  EdmoDKn,  &e 
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Fulfyld  with  malice  of  froward  entente,  25 

Confeterd  togeder  of  conunouD  concente 

Falsly  to  bIo  ther  tnoste  siogular  goode  lorde  ? 

It  may  be  T€^;isterde  of  ahamefull  recorde. 

So  noble  a  man,  so  valiaunt  lorde  and  knight, 

Fulfilled  with  honor,  aa  all  the  worlde  dothe  ken ;  30 
At  hie  commaundement,  whiche  had  both  day  and 

Knightia  and  aquyers,  at  every  aeaaon  when 
He  calde  upon  them,  as  menyall  houshold  men  : 
Were  no  thes  commones  uncurteis  karlia  of  kynde 
TobIo  their  owne  lorde?  God  was  not  in  their  minde. 

And  were  not  they  to  blame,  I  say  also,  36 

That   were  aboute  hym,  his  owne  servants   of 

To  Bufire  hym  slayn  of  his  mortall  fo  7 

Fled  awaye  irom  hym,  let  hym  1y  in  the  dnat ; 
They  bode  not  dll  the  rekening  were  discust,     40 

What  shuld  I  flatter  ?  what  shulde  I  glose  orpaynt  ? 

Fy,  fy  for  ahame,  their  harts  wer  to  faint 

In  Englande  and  Fraunce,  which  gretly  was  redouted 
Of  whom  both  Flaunders  and  Scotland  atode  in 

To  whome  grete  astate.s  obeyde  and  lowttede  ;  45 
A  mayny  of  rude  villayna  made  him  for  to  blede  : 
Unkindly  they  slew  hym,  that  holp  them  oft  at 
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He  was  their  bulwark,  their  pares,  and  their  wall, 
Yet  shatnfully  they  slew  him  ;  that  stuune  mot  them 
befal. 

I  say,  ye  commoners,  why  wer  ye  so  stark  mad  7  50 
What  frantyk  irensy  fyll  in  youre  hrsyne  ? 

Where  was  your  wit  and  reson,  ye  shuld  have  had  7 
What  willfull  foly  made  yow  to  ryse  agayne 
Your  naturall  lord  ?  alas !  I  cannot  &yne. 

Ye  armed  you  with  will,  and  left  your  wit  behynd ;  55 

Welj  may  you  be  called  comonea  most  imkynd. 

He  was  your  chyfieyne,  your  shelde,   your  chef 
defence, 
Redy  to  assyst  you  in  every  tyme  of  nede  : 

Your  worship  depended  of  his  excellence : 

Alas  1  ye  mad  men,  to  &t  ye  did  excede :  60 

Your  hap  was  unhappy,  to  ill  was  your  spede  : 

What  movyd  you  agayn  hym  to  war  or  to  fight  ? 

What  aylde  you  to  sle  your  lord  i^yn  all  right? 

The  grounde  of  his  quarel  was  for  his  sovereyn  lord. 
The  welle  concemyng  of  all  the  hole  lande,       65 

Demaundyng  soche  dutyes  aa  nedis  mo«t  acord 
To  the  right  of  his  prince  which  shold  not  be  with- 

For  whoa  cause  ye  slew  hym  with  your  anne 

But  bad  his  nobill  men  done  wel  that  day, 

Ye  had  not  been  hable  to  have  saide  him  nay,        70 
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But  ther  was  bla  packinge,  or  els  I  am  begylde  : 
How-be-it  the  nutter  was  evident  and  playne, 

For  yf  they  had  occupied  ther  spere  and  ther  shelde, 
Thii  noble  man  doutles  had  not  be  aUyne. 
But  men  say  they  wer  lynked  with  a  double  chayn, 

And  held  with  the  cemmouns  under  a  cloke,  76 

Whicbe  kindeled  the  wyld  iyre  that  made  all  this 
smoke. 

The  commouns  renyed  ther  taxes  to  pay 

Of  them  d^iuumded  and  asked  hy  the  kinge ; 

With  one  Toice  importune,  they  playnly  laid  nay :  80 
They  buskt  them  on  a  bushment  themself  In  baile 

Agayne  the  kings  plesive  to  wiastle  m  to  wringe. 
Bluntly  as  besliB  withe  boste  and  with  cry 
Tbey  saide,  they  forsede  not,  nor  carede  not  to  dy. 

The  noblenes  of  the  nortbe  this  valiant  lorde  and 
kny^t,  85 

As  man  thM  wm  innocent  of  trechery  or  trayne, 

Presed  forthe  boldly  to  witstand  the  myght. 

And,  lyke  marciall  Hector,  he  fouht  them  ^ayne, 
Vigorously  upon  them  with  myght  and  with  mayne, 

Truatinge  in  noUe  men  that  wer  with  hym  there :  90 

Bot  all  they  fled  from  hym  for  ^Isbode  or  fere. 

Barons,  knights,  squyrea,  one  and  alle, 

Togeder  with  servaunts  of  his  &muly, 
Tumd  their  backis,  and  let  ther  master  &1|, 
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Of  whos  pife]  they  counted  not  a  flye  ;  95 

Take  up  whoa  wolde  for  them,  they  let  hym  ]y. 
Alas  !  his  golde,  his  fee,  his  anmisll  rente 
UpoQ  Buche  a  sort  was  flle  bestowde  and  spent. 

He  was  envjKMide  aboute  on  every  syde 

Withe  his  enemys,  that  were  stark  mad  and  wode  ; 

Yet  nhils  he  atode  he  gave  them  womkdes  wyde  :  101 
Alas  for  routhe  I    what  thouche  his  mynde  were 

His  corage  manly,  yet  iher  he  shed  his  bloode  ! 
AH  Idt  almie,  alas !   he  tawte  in  vayne ; 
For  cruelly  amcHige  them  ther  he  was  slayne.       105 

Alas  for  pite !  that  Percy'thus  was  spylt. 
The  fiunous  erle  of  Northumberlande  : 

Of  knif^tly  prowls  the  sworde  pomel  and  hylt. 
The  myg^ty  lyoun'  doutted  by  se  and  lande  ! 
O  dolorous  chaunce  of  fortuns  &uward  hande  1  110 

What  man  remembring  how  ahamfully  he  was  slavne, 

From  bitter  weepinge  faymself  kan  restrayne  7 

O  cruell  Mars,  thou  dedly  god  of  war  ! 

O  dolorous  teusday,  dedicate  to  thy  name,        114 

When  thou  shoke  thy  sworde  so  nohle  a  man  to  mar ! 
O  grounde  ungracious,  unhappy  be  thy  fame, 
Whiche  wett  endyed  with  rede  blode  of  the  same  I 

*  Alludbg  to  bu  cmt  uul  nippoiMn,     DouUtd  it  ceatruted  lor 
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Hoste  noble  erle !     O  fowle  mysuryd  grounde 
Whereon  he  gtU  hia  ^nal  dedely  wounde ! 

O  Atiopos,  of  the  fatail  systera  thre,  120 

Goddes  mooste  craell  unto  the  lyf  of  man, 

All  mercilea,  in  the  ys  no  pitS ! 

O  homydde,  whiche  sleest  all  that  thou  kan, 
So  forcibly  upcm  this  erle  thow  ran, 

That  with  thy  sworde  oiharpid  of  mortall  dr«de,  125 

Thou  kit  asonder  his  perfight  vitall  threde ! 

My  wordis  unpullysht  be  nakide  and  playne, 
Of  aureat  poems  they  want  ellumynynge; 

Bot  by  them  to  knoul^e  ye  may  attayne 

Of  this  lordie  dethe  and  of  hia  murdrynge.       130 
Which  while  he  lyvyd  had  fuyson  of  every  thing, 

Of  knights,  of  squyera,  chef  lord  of  toure  and  toune,    - 

Tyll  fykkill  fortune  began  on  hym  to  &owne. 

Pan^l  to  dukis,  with  kings  he  mygfat  compare, 
Sounnountinge  in  honor  all  erls  he  did  excede,  135 

To  all  cuntreis  aboute  hym  reporte  me  I  dare. 
Lyke  to  Eneas  baiygne  in  worde  and  dede, 
Valiaunt  as  Hector  in  every  marciall  nede, 

Provydent,  discrete,  circumspect,  and  wyse, 

Tyll  the  chaunce  ran  agyne  him  of  fortunes  doble  dyse. 

What  nedethe  me  for  to  extoll  his  &me  141 

With  my  rude  pen  enkankerd  all  with  nut  T 
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Wfaos  noble  actis  shew  woraheply  his  name, 

Tratucendyng  fiu-  myne  homely  muse,  that  must 
Yet  siunnhat  wright  suppriaid  with  hartly  lust,  14S 

Truly  reportinge  hie  rigbt  noble  astate, 

Iramortally  whiche  is  immaculate. 

His  noble  blode  nerer  disteynyd  was, 
Trev  to  his  prince  foi  to  defende  his  right, 

Doublenea  hatinge,  &ls  maten  to  compas,  150 

Treytoiy  and  treson  he  bannesht  out  of  syght. 
With  trowth  to  medle  was  all  his  hole  delyght, 

.\s  all  his  kuntrey  kan  testefy  the  same  : 

To  slo  suche  a  lord,  alaa,  it  was  grete  shame. 

If  the  hole  quere  of  the  musis  nyne  155 

In  me  all  onely  wer  sett  and  comprisyde, 

Enbrethed  with  the  blast  of  influence  dyryne, 
As  perfightly  as  could  be  thought  or  devysyd  ; 
To  me  also  allthouche  it  were  promysyde 

Of  laureat  Phebus  holy  die  eloquence,  160 

All  were  to  littill  for  his  magnyficence. 

O  yonge  lyon,  bot  tender  yet  of  age. 

Grow  and  enciese,  remembre  thyn  astate, 

God  die  assyst  unto  thyn  herytage, 

And  geve  the  gr^ce  to  be  more  fortunate,         165 
Agayne  rebellyouns  anne  to  make  debate. 

And,  as  the  lyoune,  whiche  is  of  bestis  kinge. 

Unto  thy  subjectis  be  kurteis  and  benyngne. 
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I  pray  God  sende  the  proflpenHu  lyf  and  long, 
Stabille  thy  mynde  constant  to  be  and  faat,      170 

Right  to  niayntein,  and  to  resist  alt  wronge, 
AH  flactringe  bybare  abhor  and  from  the  cast, 
Of  foule  detracdon  God  kepe  the  from  the  blast, 

Let  double  delinge  in  the  have  no  place, 

And  be  not  Ught  of  credence  in  no  caae.  175 

Wythe  heTy  ohere,  with  dolomus  hart  and  mynd, 
Eche  man  may  aorow  in  his  inward  thou^t, 

Thys  lords  death,  whose  pere  is  hard  to  fynd 
Allgyf  Englond  and  Fiannce  were  ifaorow  aaught. 
Al  kings,  all  princes,  all  dukes,  well  they  ought  180 

Boothe  temporal]  and  spirituall  for  to  complayne 

This  noble  man,  that  crewelly  was  slayne. 

More  specially  barons,  and  those  knygtes  bold, 
And  all  other  gentilmen  with  hym  enterteynd 
In  fee,  as  menyall  men  of  his  housold,  185 

Whom  he  as  lord  wonheply  manteynd : 

To  sorowfull  weping  they  ought  to  be  constreynd. 
As  oft  as  thei  call  to  ther  remembnumce. 
Of  ther  good  lord  the  fate  and  dedely  diaimce. 

O  perlese  prince  of  hevyn  emperyalle,  190 

That  with  one  worde  formed  al  thing  of  nonghte  ; 

Hevyn,  hell,  and  erth  obey  unto  thi  kail ; 

Which  to  thy  resemblance  wondersly  hast  wrought 
All  mankynd,  whom  thou  full  dere  hast  boght. 
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With  thy  blode  precious  our  finaunce  thou  dyd  pay. 
And  us  redemed,  from  the  fendya  pray  :  196 

To  the  pmy  we,  as  prince  imcomperable, 
Ab  thou  art  of  mercy  and  pite  the  well. 

Thou  bringe  onto  thy  joye  etermynable 

The  sowle  ot  this  lorde  fi-om  all  daunger  of  hell, 
Id  endles  blis  with  die  to  byde  and  dwell        201 

In  ihy  palace  above  the  orient. 

Where  thou  art  lorde,  and  God  omnipotent. 

0  quene  of  mercy,  O  lady  full  of  grace, 

Maiden  moate  pure,  and  goddis  moder  dere,     205 

To  BOrowfuU  harts  chef  comfort  and  solace. 
Of  all  women  O  £oure  nithouten  pere, 
Pray  to  thy  s<ni  above  the  Btairis  clere. 

He  to  vouchesaf  fay  thy  mediatioun 

To  pardon  thy  aervant,  and  bringe  to  aalvacion.  210 

In  joy  triumphaont  the  herenly  yerarchy. 
With  all  the  hole  sorte  of  that  ^orious  place, 

His  soule  mot  receyve  into  ther  company 

Thorowe  bounte  of  hym  that  formed  aJ  solace  : 
Well  of  pite,  of  mercy,  and  of  grace,  215 

The  father,  the  son,  and  the  holy  goste 

In  Trinitate  one  God  of  myghts  moste. 


*«*  I  have  placed  the  foregoing  poem  of  Skelton'a  be- 
ton  tbe  following  extract  from  Hawes,  not  only  because 
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it  WM  written  fint,  but  becaiue  I  think  Skellon  is  in  ge- 
nersl  to  be  conudered  ■>  tlie  eirlier  poet,  taaaj  of  bii 
poems  being  vritteo  long  before  Hbtki'b  Oraunde  Amnr. 


Cfrt  Cotott  of  Bortrinr. 

The  reader  has  here  a  specimen  of  the  descriptive  powers 
of  Stephen  Hawes,  a  celebrated  poet  in  the  reign  of 
Hemj  Til.,  thoagh  now  little  known.  It  is  extracted 
from  an  allegorical  poem  of  bis  (written  in  1505)  intitled, 
"  Tbe  Historj  of  Graunde  Amoure  and  La  Belle  Pucel, 
called  tbe  Palace  of  Pleasure,"  &c.  4to.  1555.  See  more 
of  Hawes  in  AIA.  Ox.  v.  L  p.  6,  and  Warton's  Obiem. 
T.  u.  p.  105.  He  was  also  author  of  a  book  intitled,  "  The 
Temple  of  Glass.  Wrote  bj  Stephen  Hawes,  gentleman 
of  the  bedchamber  to  K.  Henrj  VII."  Pr.  for  Caxton, 
4to.  no  date. 

The  following  stanzas  are  taken  from  chap.  iii.  and  tv. 
of  the  History  above  mentioned.  "  How  Fame  departed 
from  Graunde  Amoure  and  left  him  with  Governaunce  and 
Grace,  and  howe  he  went  to  tba  Tower  of  Doctrine,"  &c. 
As  we  are  able  to  ^ve  no  small  lyric  piece  of  Hawea's, 
the  reader  will  eicuae  the  insertion  of  thb  extract. 


I  LOK£D  about  and.  saw  a  craggy  Tocbe, 
Farre  in  the  west  neare  to  the  element. 

And  as  I  dyd  then  unto  it  apptoche. 
Upon  the  toppe  I  sawe  refulgent 

The  royal  tower  of  Morall  Docquemt, 
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Made  of  fine  copper,  vrith  tonettes  feyre  and  hye, 
Which  against  Phebua  shone  soe  marveyloiisly, 

That  for  the  very  perfect  brygfatnes 

What  of  the  tower  and  of  the  cieare  sunne, 

I  could  nothyng  behold  the  goodlines  10 

Of  that  palaice,  whereas  Doctrine  did  wonne : 
Tyll  at  the  last,  with  mysty  wyndes  donne, 

The  radiant  brighlnes  of  golden  Phebua 

Auatei  gan  cover  with  clowde  tenebrus. 

Then  to  the  tower  I  drewe  nere  and  nere,  1 5 

And  often  mused  of  the  great  hyghnes 

Of  the  craggy  rocke,  which  quadrant  did  appears : 
But  the  fayre  tower,  (so  much  of  ryches 
Was  all  about,)  sexangled  doubtles ; 

Ga^yld  with  greyhouudes,  and  with  many  lyons,  20 

Made  of  fyne  golde  ;  with  divers  sundry  dragMu'. 

The  little  'turretts'  with  ymages  of  golde 

About  was  set,  whiche  with  the  wynde  aye  moved 

With  propre  vices,  that  I  did  well  beholde 

About  the  tower,  in  sundry  wyae  they  hoved      26 
With  goodly  pypes,  in  their  mouthea  ituned. 

That  with  the  vrynd  they  pyped  a  daunce 

[clipped  Amour  de  la  hault  plesaance. 

kt  that  timfl  the  royal  lup- 
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The  toure  wm  great  of  marveyloiu  wyndea. 

To  whyche  dter  wm  no  w&y  to  paase  J>ut  one,    30 

Into  the  toure  for  to  have  an  intres  : 
A  grece  there  was  ychesyld  a^  of  stone 
Out  of  the  rocke,  on  whycbe  men  dyd  gone 

Up  to  the  touie,  and  in  lykewyie  dyd  I 

Wyth  bothe  the  Grayhoundes  in  my  company':    35 

Tyll  that  I  came  unto  a  ryall  gate. 

Where  I  saw  stondynge  the  goodly  Portres, 

Whyche  axed  me,  fifom  whence  I  came  a-late  ; 
To  wbome  I  gan  in  every  diynge  expresse 
All  rayne  adventure,  chaunce,  and  busynesse,     40 

And  eke  my  name  ;   1  tnlde  her  every  dell : 

Whan  she  herde  this  she  lyked  me  right  well. 

Her  name,  she  tayd,  waa  called  Coumtenadnce  ; 
Into  the  '  base'  courte  she  dyd  me  then  lede, 

Where  was  a  fbuntayne  depured  of  pleasance,        49 
A  noble  aprynge,  a  ryall  conduyte-hede. 
Made  of  fyne  golde  enameled  with  reed  ; 

And  on  the  toppe  four  dragons  blewe  and  atoute 

Thys  dulcet  water  in  four  partes  dyd  spoute. 

Of  whyche  there  flawed  fonre  ryvera  ryght  clere,  50 
Sweter  than  Nylus'  or  Ganges  was  ther  odoure  ; 
Tygrys  or  Eufrates  unto  them  no  pere : 

V,U,\xss  loarle.  F.c.  T.  *9,  pirtjM.  i-.c. 

'  Thii  mllndea  lo  i  lonner  put  of  ihi  poem.  >  Nfiui  p.c 
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I  dyd  than  taste  the  aroma^ke  lycoiue, 
Fiagraunt  of  fume,  and  awete  as  any  floure  ; 
And  in  my  mouthe  it  had  a  marveyloua  scent         5i> 
Of  divers  spjrces,  I  knewe  not  what  it  ment. 

And  aAcr  thys  furdier  forth  me  brought 
Dame  Countenaunce  into  a  goodly  Hall, 

Of  jasper  stones  it  was  wonderly  wrought : 

The  wyndowes  cleare  depured  all  of  crystall,     60 
And  in  the  roufe  on  hye  over  all 

Of  golde  was  made  a  ryght  crafty  vyne  ; 

Instede  of  grapes  the  rubies  there  did  shyne. 

The  flore  was  paved  ni(h  berall  clarified. 

With  pillers  made  of  stones  precious,  65 

Like  a  place  of  pleasure  so  gayely  glorified, 
It  myght  be  called  a  palaice  glorious, 
So  muche  delectable  and  solacious  ; 

The  haU  was  banged  hye  and  circuler    , 

With  cloth  of  arras  in  the  rych^t  maner.  70 

That  treated  well  of  a  ful  noble  story, 

Of  flic  doubty  waye  to  the  Tower  Ferillous*; 

Howe  a  noble  knyght  should  wyme  the  victory 
Of  many  a  serpente  foule  and  odious. 


*  Tba  itoiy  of  the  poem. 
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Kit  €f)(QS  Ot  (SOt 


Ii  given  from  a  fngmenl  in  the  Editor's  folio  MS,  i  which, 
though  eitremelj  defectiTe  and  mutilated,  appeored  to 
hava  BO  much  merit,  that  it  excited  a  strong  desire  lo 
attempt  a  completion  of  the  atoiy.  The  reader  will  easitj 
(UtcoTer  the  aupplemenlal  staazat  bj  their  inferiorit;,  aad 
at  the  same  time  be  ioclioed  to  pardon  it,  when  be  con- 
siders how  difficalt  it  must  be  to  imitate  the  affecting 
timplicitjr  and  artless  t)eauties  of  the  original. 

ChUd  wu  a  title  aometimea  given  to  a  kmght.     See 
Glow. 


On  y<»iikr  hill  a  castle  standes, 
With  walles  and  towres  bedight, 

And  yonder  liyes  the  Child  of  EUe, 
A  younge  and  comely  knighte. 

The  Child  of  EUe  to  hia  garden  wente, 
And  stood  at  hia  gardes  pale, 

Whan,  lo  !  he  beheld  fair  Emmelines  page 
Come  trippings  donne  tbe  dale. 

The  Child  of  Elle  he  hyed  him  thence, 

Y-wia  he  stoode  not  stille. 
And  sooae  he  mette  faire  Emmeltnes  page 

Come  climbing  up  the  hille, 
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Nowe  Chriate  thee  save,  thou  litde  foot-page, 

Now  Chriate  thee  save  and  see  I 
Oh  teUe  me  how  does  thy  ladye  ^aye,  15 

And  what  may  thy  tydinges  bee  1 

My  lady  shee  is  all  woe~begone. 

And  the  teares  they  &lle  from  her  eyne ; 

And  aye  she  laments  the  deadlye  feude 
Betweene  her  house  and  thine.  30 

And  here  shee  senda  thee  a  silken  scarfe 

Bedewde  widi  many  a  teare, 
And  biddea  tbee  sometimes  tbinke  on  her, 

Who  loved  thee  so  deare. 

And  here  shee  sends  thee  a  ring  of  golde  25 

The  last  boone  thou  mayst  have, 
And  biddea  thee  weare  it  for  her  sake, 

Whan  she  is  layde  in  grave. 

For,  ah  t  bet  gentle  heart  is  broke, 

And  in  grave  soone  must  shee  bee,  30 

Sith  her  father  hath  chose  her  a  new  new  love. 

And  fbrbidde.  her  to  think  of  thee. 

Her  father  hath  brought  her  a  carlish  knight, 

Sir  John  of  the  nordi  countr^ye. 
And  witbin  three  dayea  shee  must  him  wedde,  35 

Or  be  vowes  he  will  her  slaye. 
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Nowe  hye  thee  backe,  thou  little  foot-page. 

And  greet  thy  ladye  from  mee. 
And  telle  her  that  I  her  omie  true  lore 

Win  dye,  or  sette  her  free. 

Nowe  hye  thee  backe,  thou  little  foot-page, 

And  let  thy  fair  ladye  know 
This  night  will  I  bee  at  her  bowre-winditwe, 

Betide  me  weale  or  woe. 

The  boye  be  tripped,  the  boye  be  ranne. 

He  neither  stint  ne  atayd 
Untill  he  came  to  fiiir  Emmelines  bowre. 

Whan  kneelii^  downe  he  sayd, 

O  ladye.  Ire  been  with  thy  own  true  love, 
And  he  greets  thee  well  by  mee  ; 

This  night  will  he  bee  at  thy  bowre-windowe, 
And  dye  or  sette  thee  &ee. 

Nowe  daye  was  gcme,  and  night  waa  come, 

And  alt  were  fast  aaleepe, 
All  save  the  ladye  Enuneline, 

Who  sate  in  her  bowre  to  weepe  : 

And  Boone  shee  heard  her  true  loves  voice 

Lowe  whispering  at  the  walle, 
Awake,  awake,  my  deare  lady£, 

Tis  I  thy  true  love  call. 
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Awake,  awake,  my  ladye  deare, 
Come,  mount  tlua  faire  paliraye  : 

This  ladder  of  ropes  will  lette  thee  downe, 
lie  carrye  thee  hence  awaye. 

Nowe  nay,  nowe  nay,  thou  gentle  knight, 

Nowe  nay,  this  may  not  bee ; 
For  aye  sould  I  tint  my  maiden  &me, 

If  alone  1  should  wend  with  thee. 

O  ladye,  thou  with  a  knighte  so  true, 

Mayst  safelye  wend  alone, 
To  my  ladye  mother  I  will  thee  bringe, 

Where  marri^e  shall  make  us  one. 

"  My  father  be  is  a  baron  bolde, 

Of  lynage  proude  and  bye  ; 
And  what  would  be  saye  if  his  daughter 

Awaye  with  a  knight  should  fly  ? 

Ah  1  well  I  wot,  he  never  would  rest, 
Nor  his  meate  should  doe  him  no  goode, 

Till  be  had  slayne  thee,  Child  of  Elle, 
And  seene  thy  deare  hearts  bloode." 

0  ladye,  wert  thou  in  thy  saddle  sette. 
And  a  little  space  him  fro, 

1  would  not  care  for  thy  cruel  father, 
Nor  the  worst  that  he  could  doe. 
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0  ladye,  wert  thou  in  thy  saddle  aette,  I 
And  once  without  this  walle, 

1  would  not  care  for  thy  cruel  &lh^r, 

Nor  the  wont  that  might  befidle. 

Faire  Erameline  ngbed,  Sure  Emmeline  wept. 
And  aye  her  heart  was  woe  :  ! 

At  tei^th  he  seizde  her  lilly-white  hand, 
And  downe  the  ladder  he  drewe  : 

And  thrice  he  daspde  her  to  his  breste. 

And  kist  her  tenderUe  : 
The  teares  that  fell  from  hei  fair  eyes,  i 

Rume  like  the  fbuntayne  iree. 

Hee  mounted  himselfe  on  his  steede  so  talle, 

And  her  on  a  faire  palfraye. 
And  slung  his  bugle  about  hie  necke. 

And  ronodlye  they  rode  awaye.  10 

All  this  beheard  her  owne  damaelle. 

In  hei  bed  whereas  ahee  ley, 
Quoth  shee,  My  lord  shall  knowe  of  this, 

Soe  I  shall  have  golde  and  fee. 

Awake,  awake,  thou  baron  bolde !  10 

Awake,  my  noble  dame  ! 
Your  daughter  is  fledde  with  the  Child  of  Elle, 

To  doe  the  deede  of  ahame. 
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The  baroQ  he  woke,  the  baron  he  rose. 

And  called  bis  merrye  men  all :  1 

"  And  come  thou  fortb,  Sir  John  the  kiiighl«, 
Tbe  ladye  is  carried  to  thrall." 

Fair  Etnmeline  scant  had  ridden  a  mile, 

A  mile  forth  of  the  towne. 
When  she  was  aware  of  her  fathers  men  1 

Come  galloping  over  the  downe  : 


And  foremost  came  the  carlish  kni^t, 
Sir  John  of  tbe  north  countr&ye  ; 

"  Nowe  stop,  nowe  stop,  thou  falae 
Nor  carry  that  ladye  awaye. 


For  she  is  come  of  bye  lynage, 

And  was  of  a  ladye  borne, 
And  ill  it  beseems  thee  a  false  chuiles  sonne 

To  carrye  her  hence  to  scome." 

Nowe  loud  tbou  lyest,  Sir  John  the  knight, 

Nowe  tbou  doest  lye  of  mee ; 
A  knigbt  mee  gott,  and  a  ladye  me  bore, 

Soe  never  did  none  by  thee. 

But  ligbt  nowe  downe,  my  ladye  faire, 
Li^t  downe,  and  hold  my  steed, 

While  I  and  this  discourteous  knighte 
Doe  trye  this  arduous  deede. 
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But  light  DOW  downe,  my  deftre  ladyS, 
Light  dowae,  and  hold  my  horse  ; 

While  I  and  this  discourteous  knight 
Doe  trye  our  valours  force. 

Fair  Emmeline  sighde,  fair  Emmeline  wept. 

And  aye  her  heart  was  woe. 
While  twixt  her  love  and  the  carlish  knight 

Past  many  a  baleful  blowe. 

The  CMd  of  EUe  hee  fought  soe  well, 
Ab  his  weapone  he  navde  aniaine. 

That  Boone  he  had  slaine  the  carlish  knight, 
And  layde  him  upon  the  plaine. 

And  nowe  the  baron,  and  all  his  men 

Full  fast  approached  nye  ; 
Ah  !   what  may  ladye  Emmeline  doe  t 

Twere  now  no  boote  to  flye. 

Her  lover  he  put  his  home  to  his  mouth, 
And  blew  both  loud  and  Bbrill, 

And  soone  he  saw  his  owne  merry  men 
Come  ryding  over  the  hill. 

"  Nowe  hold  thy  hand,  thou  bold  baidn, 

I  pray  thee,  hold  thy  hand. 
Nor  ruthless  rend  two  gentle  hearts. 

Fast  knit  in  true  loves  band. 
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Thy  dau^ter  I  have  dearly  lorde 

Full  long  and  many  a  day  ; 
But  with  such  love  as  holy  kirke 

Hath  freelye  sayd  wee  may.  ] 

O  give  consent,  ahee  may  be  mine, 

And  blesse  a  faithiull  paire  : 
My  lands  and  livings  are  not  small, 

My  house  and  lynage  faiie  : 

My  mother  she  was  an  carles  daughter,  1 

And  a  noble  knyght  my  sire 

The  baron  he  frownde,  and  tumde  away 
With  mickle  dole  and  ire. 

Fair  Emmehne  sighde,  faire  Emmeline  wept, 
And  did  all  trerablinge  stand  :  1 

At  lengthe  she  sprange  upon  her  knee. 
And  held  his  lifted  hand. 

Pardon,  my  lorde  and  father,  deare, 
This  faire  yong  knyght  and  mee : 

Trust  me,  but  for  the  carlisb  knyght,  1 

I  never  had  fled  from  thee. 

Oft  have  you  callde  your  Emmeline 

Your  darlii^  and  your  joye  ; 
O  let  not  then  your  harsh  resolves 

Your  Emmeline  destroye.  1 
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The  banm  be  stroakt  his  daric-brown  cheeke, 

And  tumde  his  beade  uyde 
To  whipe  awaye  the  starting  teare. 

He  proudly  strave  to  hyde. 

In  deepe  revolving  thou^t  he  stoode,  IS 

And  nusde  a  little  space  : 
Then  rasde  faire  Emmeline  from  the  grounde, 

Wiiii  many  a  fond  embrace. 

Here  take  her,  Child  of  Elle,  he  sayd, 

And  gave  her  lillye  hand  j  19 

Here  take  my  deare  and  only  child, 
And  with  her  half  my  land  ; 

Thy  fatbei  once  mine  honour  nrongde 

In  dayes  of  youthful  pride  ; 
Do  thou  the  injurye  tepayre  19 

In  fbndnesse  for  thy  bride. 

And  as  thou  love  her,  and  hold  her  deare, 

Heaven  prosper  thee  and  thine  : 
And  nowe  my  blessing  wend  wi'  thee, 

My  lovelye  Emmeline.  20 


*«*  From  the  word  kkke  in  ver.  159,  this  hsth  been 
thought  to  be  a  Scottisb  ballad  ;  but  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged that  the  line  referred  to  is  among  the  additions 
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supplied  bf  the  Editor :  beside*,  in  the  uortbeni  comir 
tie«  of  England,  iirk  n  used  ia  the  common  dialect  for 
lAurch,  u  well  »  bej'ond  the  Tweed. 


XII. 

tfSom  0*  OKorttaB, 

A   SCOTTIBH   BALLAD, 

Was  piinted  »i  Gitagow,  hj  Robert  and  Andrew  Foulis. 
1755,  8vo.  (twelve  pages.)  We  are  indebted  for  its  pub- 
lication (with  many  other  valiuble  things  b  the»e  ti> 
liimes)  to  Sir  David  Dalrfmple,  Bart.,  who  gave  it  aa  it 
was  preserved  in  the  memory  of  a  lady. 

The  reader  will  here  find  it  improved,  and  enlarged 
witb  several  line  stanzaa,  recovered  from  a  fragment  of 
the  same  ballad,  ia  the  Editor's  folio  MS.  It  is  remark- 
able that  the  latter  ia  entitled  CafOmtt  Adam  Carre,  and 
b  in  the  English  idiom.  But  whether  the  author  wn 
Engluh  or  Scotch,  the  difference  origjoally  was  not  great 
The  English  ballads  are  generally  of  the  north  of  E<^ 
land,  the  Scottish  are  of  the  south  of  Scotland  :  and  of 
consequence  the  country  of  ballad.«ngerB  was  sometimea 
subject  to  one  crown,  and  sometimes  to  the  other,  and 
most  frequently  to  neither.  Host  of  the  fineet  old  Scotch 
songs  have  the  scene  lud  nithin  twenty  mites  of  England ; 
which  is  indeed  all  poetic  ground,  green  hills,  remains  of 
woods,  clear  brooks.  The  pastoral  scenes  remain :  of  the 
mde  chivalry  of  former  ages,  hapfniy  nothing  remaini  but 
the  ruins  of  the  castles,  wh^e  the  more  daring  and 
sQCcessful  robbers  redded.  The  house  or  castle  of  the 
Bodes,  stood  about  a  measured  mile  south  from  Duns,  in 
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B«Fwidcibire  :  wme  of  Uw  rniiw  of  it  m^j  be  Men  to  thU 
d«f.  He  GordoDi  were  ancieiitlj  aeated  in  the  tame 
county.  The  two  Tillages  of  East  and  West  Gordon  lie 
about  ten  milea  from  the  castle  of  the  Rodea ' :  the  fact, 
however,  on  which  the  ballad  it  founded,  happened  m  the 
north  of  Scotland  (see  p.  130).  It  contains  but  too  juat 
a  picture  of  the  violencei  prftctiied  in  the.feudal  times  all 
over  Europe. 

From  the  different  titles  of  this  ballad,  it  should  seem 
that  the  old  strolling  bards  or  minstrels  (who  gained  a 
tivelihood  by  redtiiig  theae  poems)  made  no  senile  of 
changing  the  names  of  the  personages  the;  introduced,  to 
homonr  thnr  hearers.  For  instance,  if  a  Gordon's  con- 
duct was  blameworthj  in  the  opioion  of  that  age,  the 
obieqiuous  minstrel  would,  wheh  among  Gordons,  change 
the  name  to  Car,  whose  cUn  or  sept  iaj  further  west,  and 
vice  t)erta.  In  the  third  Tolnme  the  reader  will  find  a 
umilar  instance.  See  the  song  of  Gil  Morrii,  the  hero  of 
which  had  different  names  given  him,  perhaps  from  the 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention,  that  in  the  folio  MS,,  in- 
stead of  the  "  Csjtle  of  the  Rodes,"  it  is  the  "  Castle  of 
Brittons-borrow,"  and  also  "  Diactoars,"  or  "  Dratours- 
borrow,"  for  it  b  very  obscurely  written,  and  "  Capt. 
Adam  Carre"  is  called  the  "  Lord  of  Westerton-town." 
Uniformity  required  tliat  the  additional  ataniaa  supplied 
from  that  copy  should  be  clothed  in  the  Scottish  ortho- 
gnphj  and  idiom  i  this  has  therefore  been  attempted, 
though  perhaps  imperfectij. 

'  Thit  IwlLad  ii  vsll  known  in  that  neighboDrhood,  where  it  ia 
entitled  Adam  o'  Oerdim.  Il  aay  in  otncrTed,  thU  tha  funoua 
ftwbooter,  whom  Edward  the  Flral  fbu^t  witli,  hand  to  hand,  ucv 
Funluin,  wu  named  Adam  Oordoo. 
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It  fell  about  die  Martuonas, 

Quhen  the  wind  blew  schril  and  caidd, 
Said  Edom  o'  Gordon  to  his  men, 

We  maun  draw  to  a  hauld. 

And  quhat  a  hauld  sail  we  draw  till 

My  mirry  men  and  me  ? 
We  wul  gae  to  the  house  o'  the  Rodes, 

To  see  that  fair  ladie. 

The  lady  atude  on  hircasde  na'. 
Beheld  baith  dale  and  down  : 

There  she  was  ware  of  a  bo«t  of  men 
Cum  ryding  towards  the  toun. 

O  see  ze  nat,  m;  mirry  men  a'  ? 

0  see  ze  nat  quhat  I  see  } 
Methinks  I  see  a  host  of  men  : 

1  marreil  quha  they  be. 

She  weend  it  had  been  hir  luvely  lord, 

As  he  cam  ryding  hame  ; 
It  was  the  traitor  Edom  o'  Gordon, 

Quha  reckt  nae  sin  nor  shame. 

She  had  nae  sooner  buskit  hirsel, 

And  putten  on  hir  goun, 
Till  Edom  o'  Gordon  and  bis  men 

Were  round  about  the  toun. 
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Tbey  had  nae  sooner  supper  sett, 
Nae  sooDer  said  the  grace, 

Till  Edom  o'  Gordon  and  his  men, 
Were  li^t  about  the  place. 

The  lady  lan  up  to  hir  towir  bead, 

Sa  fast  as  she  could  hie, 
To  see  if  by  her  ftir  apeech^s 

She  could  wi'  him  agree. 

But  quhan  he  see  this  lady  taif, 
And  hir  yatea  all  locked  iast, 

He  fell  into  a  nge  q£  wrath, 
And  bis  look  was  all  ighast 

Cum  douu  to  me,  le  lady  gay, 
,      Cum  doun,  cum  doun  to  me  : 
This  night  sail  ye  lig  within  mine  aim 
To-moTTOw  my  bride  sail  be. 

I  winnae  cum  doun,  ze  fals  Oorddn, 
I  winnae  cum  doun  to  diee  ; 

I  winnae  forsake  my  ain  dear  lord, 
That  is  sae  &r  frae  me. 

Give  onre  zour  house,  ze  lady  fail. 
Give  owre  zoui  house  to  me. 

Or  I  salt  brenn  yoursel  therein, 
Bot  and  zotir  babies  three. 
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I  winnae  give  owre,  n  fid*  Gorddn, 

To  nae  sik  traitor  w  zee  ; 
And  if  xe  brenn  ray  ain  dear  babes. 

My  lord  aall  make  ze  drie. 

But  reach  me  betLei  iny  guid  baid-bowe, 

Mine  arrows  (me  by  me  ; 
For,  but  an  1  pierce  that  bltody  butcher, 

My  babes  we  been  und<me. 

She  Btude  upcm  her  casde  wa'. 

And  let  twa  ajrows  flee  : 
She  mist  that  hluidy  bntdiers  bait, 

And  only  raz'd  his  knee*. 

Set  fire  to  the  house,  quo'  fals  Goi^o, 

All  wood  wi'  dule  and  ire  : 
Fals  lady,  ze  saU  rue  this  ddd, 

As  ze  brenn  la  the  fire. 

Wae  worth,  wae  worth  ze,  Jock  my  man, 

I  paid  ze  weil  zoui  fee  ; 
Quby  pow  ze  ont  the  ground-wa  staoe, 

Lets  in  the  reek  to  me  ? 


'  The  two  foregoing  ituuu  iir«  improred  In  Ikli  ediHon  by 
mon  BDcient  mdingi,  eommoiiialed  latelj  Co  tba  pobluber.  In 
the  (bniier  edition  they  were  eridentlj  modfrniied,  vix.,  "Rcuh 
mj  plilal,  Glind,  mj  nun,  And  chaigs  is  mil  my  gun:"  ind 
below.  "  let  tm  bnlleli  flea." 
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And  ein  wae  woith  se,  Jock  my  num, 

I  paid  ze  weil  lour  hiie ; 
Quhy  pow  Be  out  the  ground-ws  atuw. 

To  me  lets  in  the  fire  ? 

Ze  paid  me  weil  my  hire,  lady  ; 

Ze  paid  me  weil  my  fee  : 
But  now  Ime  £dom  o'  Gcwdona  man, 

Maun  either  doe  or  die. 

0  than  be«paik  hir  little  too. 
Sate  on  the  nonrice'  knee  : 

Sayes,  Mither  deaie,  gi  owre  this  house. 
For  the  reek  it  smithers  me.. 

1  wad  gie  a'  my  gowd,  my  childci 
Sae  wad  1  a'  my  fee. 

For  ane  blast  o'  die  westlin  wind. 
To  blaw  the  reek  &ae  thee. 

O  then  bespaik  hir  dochter  dear, 
She  was  baith  jimp  and  sma ; 

O  row  me  in  a  pair  o'  aheits. 
And  tow  me  owre  the  wa. 

The  rawd  hir  in  a  pair  o'  sheits. 

And  towd  bir  owre  the  wa : 
But  on  the  point  of  Gordons  spear 

She  gat  a  deadly  fa. 
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0  bcmnie  boimie  was  hir  moDth, 
And  cherry  were  hir  cheiks, 

And  clear  clear  nas  hii  zellow  hair, 
Whareon  the  reid  bluid  dreipa. 

Then  wi'  hia  spear  he  tumd  hir  owre, 

0  ffn  her  face  was  wan  ! 

He  sayd,  Ze  are  the  first  that  eu 

1  wisht  aUve  agaui. 

He  tumd  hir  owre  and  owre  again, 
O  gin  hir  din  was  whyte  ! 

1  might  ha  spared  that  bonnie  face, 

To  hae  been-sum  mans  delyte. 

Busk  and  boon,  my  merry  men  a'. 

For  ill  dooms  I  doe  guess  ; 
I  cannae  luik  in  that  bonny  face. 

As  it  lyes  on  the  grass. 

Thame,  luiks  to  freits,  ray  master  deir, 

Then  freits  wil  follow  thame  : 
Let  it  neir  be  said  brave  £dom  o'  Gordon 

Was  daunted  by  a  dame. 

But  quhen  the  ladye  see  the  fire 
Cum  flaming  owre  hir  bead, 

V«r.  98, 102.  O  gin,  &c.  ■  Scoltish  idiom  to  iipreu  g 
ndrUios.  V.  109, 110,  thune,  &<:.•.«.  th«m  thai  IddIi  iftc 
sf  111  iatV,  ill  lock  wUl  follow. 
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She  wept  and  kJst  her  children  tnatn, 
Sayd,  Bairna,  we  been  but  dead. 

The  Gordon  then  his  bougUl  blew, 

And  said,  Awa',  awa'  i- 
This  house  o'  the  Rodes  is  a'  in  Bamc, 

I  hauld  it  time  to  ga.'. 

O  then  hespyd  hii  ain  dear  lord. 

As  bee  cam  owr  the  lee ; 
He  sied  his  castle  all  in  blaze 

Sa  far  as  he  could  see. 

Then  sair,  O  gair  his  mind  misgave, 

And  all  his  hart  was  wae  ; 
Put  on,  put  on,  my  wighty  men, 

So  &st  aa  ze  can  gae. 

Put  on,  put  on,  my  wighty  men, 

So  fast  as  Ee  can  drie  ; 
For  he  that  is  hindmost  of  the  thrang, 

Sail  neir  get  guid  o'  me. 

Tluui  sum  they  rade,  and  sum  diey  tin, 
Fou  fast  out-owr  the  bent ; 

But  eir  the  foremost  could  get  up, 
Baith  lady  and  babes  were  brent. 

He  wrang  his  hands,  he  rent  his  hair. 
And  wept  in  teenefu  muid : 
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O  triu'torB,  ibr  this  cruel  deid 
Ze  Ball  weep  teira  o*  bluid. 

And  afVer  the  GordiHi  he  is  gane, 

Sa  fast  as  he  might  drie ; 
And  soon  i'  the  GoidoD'a  foul  haitis  bluid, 

He's  wioken  his  dear  ladie. 


"a*  SiDca  the  foregoing  ballad  was  first  printed,  the 
sufgect  of  it  has  beon  found  recorded  in  Abp.  Spotswood's 
Histon/  of  the  Chundt  ofScoUanii,  p.  259  ;  who  infbmu  us, 
that 

"  Anno  1571.  In  the  north  parts  of  Scotland,  Adam 
Gordon  (nho  was  deputj  for  bis  brother  the  Eai\  of 
Huptley)  did  keep  a  great  stir  ;  and  under  colour  of  the 
qitfen's  authority,  committed  divers  oppressions,  especiallj 
upon  the  Forbea's  ....  having  killed  Arthur  Forbes, 

brother  to  the  Lord  Forbes Not  long  after  he 

sent  to  sumiuon  the  bouse  of  Tavoj,  pertuniug  to  Alex- 
ander Forbes.  The  Lady  refusing  to  yield  without  di- 
rection Iron  her  husband,  he  put  fire  unto  it,  and  burnt 
her  therein  with  children  and  servants,  being  twenty- 
seven  persona  in  all. 

"  This  inhuman  and  barbarous  cruelty  niade  bis  name 
odious,  and  stuned  all  his  former  doings ;  otherwise  he 
was  held  very  active  and  fortunate  in  his  enterprises." 

This  fact,  which  bad  escaped  the  Editor's  notice,  was  in 
the  moat  obliging  manner  pointed  out  to  him  by  an  inge- 
nious writer,  who  signs  his  name  H.  H.  (Newcastle,  May 
9,)  in  the  Gentleman'i  Magazine  for  May,  1775,  p.  219. 
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RELIQUES 
ANCIENT   POETRY, 


SERIES  THE  FIRST. 
BOOK  11. 


9afb(M  fbat  (OiMnti  *|iHit^»rt. 

Om  greit  dianiatic  poet  having  occuionall;  quoted  many 
aadent  ballwU;  fud  efen  taken  the  plot  of  one,  if  not 
more,  of  hit  playi  from  Biiiong  them,  it  wia  Judged  proper 
to  praterve  m  many  of  theM  w  could  be  recovered,  mhI, 
thit  thef  m^ht  be  the  more  eHilj'  found,  to  exhibit  them 
In  one  collective  view. 

Hit*  Second  Book  it  therefore  *et  apart  for  the  recep- 
tioB  of  tucfa  balladi  m  are  quoted  by  Shakipeare,  or  con- 
tltbate  Id  any  degree  to  illuitrate  hk  writifigt  i  thii  being 
the  priBcipal  point  in  view,  the  candid  reader  will  pardon 
the  admiwon  of  lome  {neoei  that  have  no  other  kind  of 

Tbe  dedgn  of  thU  aooi  being  of  a  dramadc  tendency. 
It  may  not  l>e  improperly  Introdnced  with  a  fow  olMervH- 
tiona  on  tbi  okioin  of  the  enolibh  (Taos,  and  on  tjie 


'^fKii^le 


ra,  ■  subject  whicb 
thoug-h  not  uusuccearfully  bandied  by  wveral  good  writets 
■Iready',  wi)l  yet  perhaps  admit  of  soma  further  illnitre- 


It  is  well  knovD  that  dramatic  poetry  in  this  and  meat 
other  nationa  of  Europe,  owes  its  origin,  or  at  least  its 
revival,  to  tbose  religious  shows,  which  in  the  dark  agei 
were  udually  eihibited  on  the  more  solemn  festivals.  At 
those  times  they  were  wont  to  represent  in  the  cburchea 
the  lives  snd  miracles  of  the  Sunts,  or  some  of  the  mora 
important  stories  of  Scripture.  And  as  the  most  mys- 
terious subjects  were  frequently  chosen,  such  bo  the  In- 
carnation, Passion,  and  Resurrection  of  Christ,  &c.,  these 
eihibitions  acquired  the  general  name  of  Mtstsbieb.  At 
lirat  they  were  probably  a  kind  of  dumb  shows,  iater> 
mingled,  it  may  be,  with  a  few  short  speeches  ;  at  length 
they  grew  into  a  r^iilar  series  of  connected  diilt^uea, 
formally  divided  into  acts  and  scenes.  Specimens  of  these 
in  their  most  improved  state  (i>eing  at  best  but  poor  art- 
less compositions)  may  be  seen  dmong  Dodsley 's  OU  Plagt, 
and  in  Osborne's  HarUyan  AStctl.  How  Ihey  were  eihi^ 
bited  in  their  most  simple  form,  we  may  letun  from  an. 
ancient  novel,  often  quoted  by  our  old  dramatic  poets',  eut 
titled...  a  romiejltet  of  a  man  t))al  toas  ralldrnBtoUglu^ 
&c.,  being  a  translation  from  the  Dutch  language,  in  which 
he  is  named  Uletapiegle.  Howleglss,  whose  waggiah 
tricks  are  the  subject  of  thb  book,  after  many  advestnre* 
comes  to  live  with  a  priest,  who  makes  him  Iiis  pari^ 

'  Bp.  Wirbarlon'a  SluAfrp.  voL  v.  p.  S38.— Pref.  to  Doddefs 
Old  Pla^.~«tm>baiiCi  Aoat.  ofTktat.  af  Europe,  ^.  ^.  These 
were  all  llie  author  hul  >een  when  he  first  drew  up  Itiis  Vjonj. 

•  See  Ben  Jonsan'e  Poeiader,  act  iii.  bo.  4,  and  his  Masque  of 
Tit  Fortumile  Iiiei.     Wliidie}''B  edit.  vol.  iL  p.  ^,  vol.  vi.  p.  190. 

>  Howlegiu  i>  aud  in  the  Preface  to  hive  died  In  Mj:cCc.L.  At 
the  end  of  the  book,  M.ccc.L. 
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clerk.  Thii  prieit  is  desmbed  u  keepnf  ■  femtm,  or 
concubine,  who  tutd  but  one  eye,  to  whom  Howl^lu 
owed  »  grudge  for  rOTMling  his  rogueries  to  hi*  muter. 

Tlie  ttoiy  thus  proceed! "  And  than  in  the  metme 

Muon,  while  Howleglis  wu  parjah  clarke,  at  Easter  ihe^ 
■bould  play  the  Besurrection  of  our  Lords  ;  and  for  be- 
(Use  than  tbe  men  wer  not  learned,  nor  could  not  read, 
dw  priatt  toke  hi«  lemtn,  and  put  her  in  the  grave  for  an 
Aangel  i  and  this  aeing  Howleglaa,  toke  to  him  iij  of  the 
MupieM  peraoiu  that  were  in  the  towne,  that  played  the 
^  Miriei ;  and  the  peraon  [i.  e.  panoa  or  rector]  played 
Chritte.  with  a  baner  in  hi*  hand.  Than  taide  Howleglas 
te  the  symple  persons :  Whan  the  Aungel  aaketh  you, 
whom  you  seke,  yon  may  aaye.  The  parsons  leman  with 
<me  iye.  Than  it  fortuned  that  the  tyme  was  come  that 
they  must  playe,  and  the  Aungel  asked  them  whom  they 
■ought  i  and  than  aayd  tbey,  ■■  Howl^las  bad  shewed 
and  lemed  them  afore,  and  than  answered  they,  We  seke 
the  priests  leman  with  one  iye.  And  than  the  prieste 
might  heere  that  he  was  mocked.  And  whan  the  priestes 
leman  herd  that,  she  arose  out  of  the  grave,  and  would 
hsre  smyten  with  her  fist  Howleglas  upon  the  cheke,  but 
she  missed  him  and  smote  one  of  the  simple  penoo*  that 
I^cyed  one  of  the  thre  Maries  ;  and  be  geve  her  another  i 
and  than  toke  (be  him  by  the  heare  [hair] ;  and  that  seing 
his  wyfe,  came  running  bastely  to  smite  the  priestes 
letnan ;  and  than  the  priest  seeing  this,  caste  down  bys 
baner  and  went  to  helpe  his  woman,  so  that  the  one  gave 
the  other  sore  strokes,  and  made  great  noyse  in  the 
churche.  And  than  Howleglas  seying  them  lyinge  to- 
gether by  the  eares  in  the  bodl  of  the  churche,  went  his 
way  out  of  the  yillage,  and  came  no  more  there*." 

As  the  old  Mysteries  frequently  required  the  represen- 
tation of  some  allegorical  personage,  such  as  Death,  Sin, 
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Chtritf,  Fstb,  and  th«  lika,  bj  degT««s  tho  rude  poets  vf 
tfaoae  unlettered  iges  b^an  to  fortn  complete  dnmatic 
plecec,  connttiag  entirely  of  sucfa  penoniGotion*.  These 
they  entitled  Moral  J%(,  or  HbraSHet.  The  Myiteriea 
were  terj  inartiflinil,  representing  the  Scripture  ilories 
simply  according'  to  the  letter.  But  the  Monditiaa  are 
not  deiotd  of  invention  ;  they  exhibit  outlines  of  the  dra- 
matic art ;  they  contain  something  of  a  fitble  or  plot,  and. 
even  attempt  to  delineate  character*  and  mannm.  1 
have  now  before  me  two  that  were  printed  early  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII. ;  in  which  I  think  one  may  plainly 
■titcover  the  seeds  of  Tragedy  and  Comedy  ;  fbr  which 
reason  1  shall  give  a  short  analysis  of  them  both. 

One  of  them  it  entitled  Chcri  fOan'.  The  sabject  of 
this  piece  is  the  summoning  of  Man  out  of  the  worid  by 
Death ;  and  its  moral,  that  nothing  will  then  avail  him 
but  a  well-spent  life  and  the  comfort*  ef  religion.  This 
■ut^ect  and  moral  are  opened  in  a  monologue  tpakett  by 
the  Meimger  (for  that  was  the  name  generally  given 
by  our  aoceitors  to  the  prologue  on  their  rude  stage) : 
then  God  '  is  represented ;  who,  after  some  general  com- 
plidnts  on  the  degeneracy  of  manldnd,  calls  fbr  Deth,  and 
orders  him  to  bring  before  hi*  tribunal  Evtry-man,  for  so 
is  called  the  personage  who  represent*  the  human  race. 
Every-man  appears,  and  receives  the  summons  with  all 
the  marks  of  confusion  and  terror.  When  Deth  is  with- 
drawn, Everyman  applies  (pr  relief  in  this  distress  to 
FeUowth^,  Kindred,  Gtmdt,  or  Riches,  but  they  sncces- 
uvely  renounce  and  forsake  him.  In  thb  disconsolate 
state  he  betakes  himseir  to  Good-dedet,  who,  after  up- 
braiding him  with  his  loi^  neglect  of  her',  introduces 
him  to  her  sister  Knowledge,  and  she  leads  him  to  the 

9  Thb  play  hu  betn  re|irint*d  b;  Hr.  Hawkins  in  his  Or^tt  if 
iht  Ei^tiA  Drama,  Svoli.  12ino.  Oxford,  1773.    See  vol.  i  n  27. 
'  The  Hcond  penen  of  (hi  Tmitr  Hemi  to  be  meaiit. 
'  Thme  ibove  mentioneil  mo  nu!e  ehwacteci. 
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"iio\y  man,  ConfiiMian,"  vbo  appoints  him  peoance  :  this 
he  inflicu  upon  hlnueir  on  the  atage,  end  then  withdraws 
to  receive  the  ucraincnts  of  the  piieat.  On  hit  return  he 
befjiu  to  wii  faint,  and  ^er  StmglA,  Beatify,  Diicre- 
(fen.  and  Ftue  WU**  have  all  takeo  their  final  leave  ol 
Min,  graduillj  expires  on  tlie  stage  ;  Good-JaUt  still  ac- 
companying him  to  the  last.  Then  an  Aungell  descends 
to  ling  his  requiem :  and  the  epilogue  is  spoken  by  a  per- 
son called  DociouT,  who  reoapitulatei  the  whole,  and  de- 
livers the  moral : 

"  C.  Thit  mnnoriill  men  miy  liave  in  mjnde, 
Ye  beten,  tiks  it  or  vorth  old  snd  }'ODge, 
ADd  foruke  Prjde,  for  he  ditcef  vetli  70U  in  thonde. 
And  remetnlire  Bauli.  Five  Wills,  Strength,  and  RlicrccioD, 
Thej-  ill  at  lot  do  Eveir-mu  fonrtcj 
Save  hl>  Oood  Dedet  tben  detha  be  take : 
Bat  bemre,  for  and  they  be  imall. 
Before  Qod  he  huh  no  belpc  M  all,"  &c. 

From  this  short  aaaljsis  it  maj  be  observed,  that 
Ettrs  ^an  is  a  grave  solemn  piece,  not  without  some 
rude  attempts  to  eicite  terror  and  pity,  and  therefore  may 
not  improperly  be  referred  to  the  class  of  Tragedy.  ]t 
Is  remarkable,  that  in  this  old  simple  drama  the  fable  is 
conducted  upon  the  strictest  model  of  the  Greek  tragedy. 
The  action  is  simply  one  ;  the  time  of  action  i:*  that 
of  the  performance ;  the  scene  is  never  changed,  nor  the 
stage  ever  empty.  Ej>ery-^n,  the  hero  of  the  piece, 
after  his  first  appearance,  never  vithdmirs.  except  when 
he  goes  out  to  receive  the  sacraments,  which  could  not 
well  be  eihibiced  in  public  ;  and  during  his  absence, 
Knowledge  descants  on  the  excellence  and  power  of  the 
priesthood,  somevrhat  after  the  manner  of  the  Greek 

*  1. 1.  The  five  BenMa.  Theie  are  rrequeully  eibihited  as  live 
dblinrt  peraonaget  npoa  the  SpuLiab  stage  (lee  Rlccobonj,  p.  98) ; 
but  our  moraliiL'hai  lepretented  them  all  b;  one  cbancler. 
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chorua.  And,  indeed,  except  in  tbe  drcanntanee  of 
EtieryauufM  eipiring  on  the  sUgv,  the  "  Samwn  Ago- 
nUtet"  of  Milton  is  hardly  formed  on  a  aevarer  plan'. 

The  other  {da;  ia  entitled  Kickjiitoillfr',  and  bean  ih> 
distant  resenbUnce  to  Comedy :  its  chief  aim  eeenu  to 
be  to  exhibit  charactera  and  mannert,  itB  plot  being  mack 
lew  regular  than  the  foregoing.  The  prologue  is  tpoken 
by  Pity,  represented  under  the  chancter  of  an  aged  ^&- 
grim  ;  he  ia  joined  by  Conlemplacyem  and  Perimertmce, 
two  holy  men,  who,  after  lamenting  the  degeneracy  of 
the  age,  declare  their  resolution  of  stemming  the  torrent. 
PUy  then  is  left  upon  the  stage,  and  presently  found  by 
FreayU,  representing  a  lewd  debauchee,  who,  with  his 
dissolute  companion  Imag^aaaoti,  relate  their  manner  of 
life,  and  not  without  humour  describe  the  stews  and  other 
places  of  base  resort.  They  are  presently  joined  by  IBdr- 
icomrr,  who  is  drawn  as  a  libertine  returned  from  trare), 
and,  agreeably  to  his  name,  scoSs  st  religion.  These 
three  are  described  as  extremely  vicious,  who  glory  ki 
every  act  of  niclcedness  ;  at  length  two  of  them  nuarrel, 
and  PUy  endeavours  to  part  the  fray ;  on  this  they  All 
upon  him,  put  him  in  the  stocks,  and  there  leave  hiin. 
PUj/,  thus  imprisoned,  descants  in  a  kind  of  lyric  meararc 
on  the  proSigacy  of  the  age,  and  in  this  situation  he  is 
found  by  Perseverance  and  ContetnpiaeyoTi,  who  set  him  at 
liberty,  and  advise  him  to  go  in  search  of  the  delinquents. 
As  soon  as  he  is  gone,  Freift/li  appears  agiun  ;  and,  after 
relating  in  a  very  comic  manner  some  of  his  rogaeries 
and  escapes  from  justice,  is  rebuked  by  the  two  holy  men, 
who,  after  a  long  altercation,  at  length  convert  him  and 
his  libertine  companion  ImapnacioB  from  their  virions 
course  of  life  ;  and  then  the  play  ends  with  a  few  verses 

•  See  mom  of  Eoary  Mam,  in  vol/ii.  Pnf.  to  b.  li.    Note. 

'  Emprentrn  ttti  me  ttEl!)akir«  DtSSaTbcnodMc;  initn. 

bl.  lei.  Thil  pli^  hu  iIk  hem  reprinted  by  Hr.  HhUu  in  Ul 
Oriffiit  of  ike  Er^iiA  Drama^  vol.  L  p.  69. 
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from  Perteverance,  b»  way  of  epilogue.  TTiu,  and  eTery 
Morality  I  have  seen,  conclude  with  a  aolemn  prayer. 
They  are  all  ot  tbem  in  rUyme  ;  in  a  kbd  of  |uose  stania, 
iotemiiied  viih  distichs. 

It  would  be  needleiu  to  point  out  the  absurdities  in  the 
plan  and  conduct  of  the  foregoing  play  ;  they  are  evi- 
dently gr^at.  It  is  auScient  to  observe,  that,  bating  the 
moral  and  religioua  reflection  of  Pity,  &c.  the  piece  is  of 
a  comic  cast,  and  contains  a  hnmorous  display  of  some  of 
the  vices  of  the  age.  Indeed  the  author  has  generally 
been  so  little  attentive  to  the  allegory,  that  we  need  only 
aubititiile  other  names  to  his  personages,  and  we  have 
real  characters  and  living  manners. 

We  see,  then,  thai  the  writers  of  these  moralities  were 
upon  the  very  threshold  of  real  Tragedy  and  Comody ; 
and  therefore  we  are  not  to  wonder  that  tragedies  and 
comedies  in  form  soon  after  took  place,  especially  as  the 
revival  of  learning  about  this  time  brought  them  ac- 
quainted with  the  Roman  and  Grecian  models. 

II.  At  what  period  of  time  the  Moralities  had  their 
rise  here,  it  is  difficult  to  discover  ;  but  plays  of  Miracles 
appear  to  have  been  e.^hibited  in  England  soon  after  the 
Conquest.  Mallhevi-  Paris  tells  us,  that  Geoffrey,  after. 
wards  Abbot  of  St.  Alban's,  a  Norman,  who  had  been  sent 
for  over  by  Abbot  Richard  to  take  npon  him  the  direction 
of  the  school  of  that  monastery,  coming  too  Iste,  went  to 
Dunstable,  and  taught  to  the  abbey  there ;  where  he 
caused  to  be  acted  (probably  by  his  scholars)  a  Mibaclb- 
PLAT  OF  St.  Cathahine,  composed  by  himself*.  This 
^  Apttd  Dwieg/apliam  . .  ,  .  quondam  ludaia  de  aavda  Kaierirta 
{quern  Mikacula  vnlgariier  ajrptUamtu^fedt.  Ad  qua  dmartatda. 
peiiil  a  ta£ruta  gandi  Albania  vi  n6£  Capa  Choraia  accommodartn- 
Ur,etobliiimt.  Elfiiitbtdialirt  di  toKla  Katrria.  Tils  Abtnt, 
»d  fin  Hilt.  MaI.  Pari^  folio,  1639,  f.  56.  We  He  hen  that  Pby. 
of  Minclet  were  become  cooiinon  enough  in  the  time  of  Mai.  Paris, 
who  floDiiihed  abont  1240;  bnt  that  indeed  xpfftt  rrom  the  more 
early  nritinga  of  Fiti-SlepheDB,  quoted  belov. 
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wu  loog  before  the  year  1119,  tad  probably  within  the 
eleventh  century.  The  ibove  plsy  of  St.  Cathabine  wu, 
for  BDght  that  appean,  the  first  Bpcctacle  of  this  aorl  that 
WM  exhibited  in  these  kingdom*  i  and  an  eminent  t^reuch 
writer  thinks  it  was  eren  the  first  attempt  towards  the 
revival  of  dramatic  entertainment*  in  all  Europe  ;  beinf 
long  before  the  representations  of  Mysteries  in  France, 
for  these  did  not  t>egin  till  the  year  1398^ 

But  whether  they  derived  their  orijfin  from  the  above 
ozhibition  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  holy  plays,  representing 
the  miracles  and  sufferings  of  the  Saints,  a|>pear  to  liave 
been  no  novelty  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.,  and  a  lighter 
KHt  of  interludes  were  not  then  unknowD*.  In  Chaucer's 
time,  "  Plays  of  Miracles"  in  Lent  were  the  common  re- 
sort of  idle  gossips*.  Tbey  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
so  prevalent  on  the  continent,  for  the  learned  historian  of 
the  Council  of  Constance'  ascribes  to  the  English  the  in- 
troduction of  plays  into  Germany.  He  tellt  us  thai  the 
emperor,  having  been  absent  from  the  council  for  some 
lime,  was,  at  his  return,  received  with  great  rejoicings ; 
and  that  the  English  Fathers  in  particular  did,  upon  that 
uccaaon,  csuse  a  sacred  comedy  to  be  acted  before  hiia 

>  Vida  A^xtgi  Cinm.  de  IHiit.  da  F,-aHai,  par  H.  Heniult,  i 
l-ima.  1179. 

'  Sea  FiO'Stspheu'i  DeKriptloa  of  Lundoo.  pmerred  bj  Slow, 
LaHdoma  pro  iptclaailu  Iheatralihia,  pn  ladit  tesiici 
BiNifwm,  r^mtaUaliona  nintmbnin,  ^,  He  ii 
liBVB  written  In  tlie  reign  gf  Henry  II.,  sad  to  ' 
Kichud  I.  It  ii  true  it  the  end  of  tliii  book  we  Hnd  mfntioned 
Hairicum  ngaa  ieriiam ;  but  Ihii  is  doubtleu  Henry  tbe  Second') 
■on,  who  wu  Fnwned  durin;  the  life  of  Ijia  tkthvr,  in  1170,  ind  it 
genenlly  ditlinguiihed  u  Au  jmenit,  Ra  filim,  ind  umetimei 
thej  were  jointly  nsmcd  Riga  Aiiglia,  Fram  >  puoge  in  hit 
Chifi.  Di  Jtiligiotu,  [l  efaaold  teem  tfail  tie  )»dy  of  St.  Thomti 
H  Becket  mi  juit  then  >  new  icquiiition  to  the  chunb  of  Cu- 
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OB  Sondaj,  January  Slat,  U17  ;  the  tubjecU  of  vhich 
yrens — tbb  Natititt  of  od&  Savioub;  thk  Abbital 
or  THE  Eastern  Maoi;  and  the  Massacke  bt  Hebod. 
T^mce  it  b^^wbis,  sbts  tiiig  writer,  that  the  Germam  are 
cAligod  to  the  Eogliih  for  the  inTention  of  tbU  <ort  of 
spectadea,  unknown  to  them  before  that  period. 

Tlie  rondueig  of  our  onceators  for  dramatic  eibibitioni 
of  thiB  kind,  and  some  curious  particutars  relating  to  this 
SBliject,  will  appear  trom  the  Hodshold-Booe  of  the 
ftfth  Earl  of  Northumberliuid,  a.d.  151 2^  whence  I  shall 
Mieet  a  few  ettractt,  which  show  that  the  eihibitingf 
9ariptnre  Dramas  on  the  great  feetivals  entered  into  the 
regrnlar  establishment,  and  formed  part  of  the  domestic 
regidations  of  our  ancient  nobilitj'  i  aad,  what  is  more 
rMouiuble,  that  it  wnt  u  mach  the  bnsineBS  of  the  Cbap- 
Ua  IB  those  dajB  to  compose  Plats  for  the  ftmily,  as  it 
b  now  for  him  to  make  sermons. 

'  "  My  Lordes  Cbi^leTns  in  Housebold  vj.  ut.  Tito 
Aiaaaai,  and  if  he  be  amakerof  lNTBBLiiDTs,than  he  to 
haTo  a  serraunt  to  the  intent  for  writyng^e  of  the  Pabtb  ; 
aad  dls  to  bare  dod.  The  maister  of  Gramer,"  Sec. — 
Stet.  T.  p.  i4. 

"  Item. — M;  lorde  nsitb  and  accustomyth  to  gjf  yerely, 
if  is  lordship  kepe  a  chapell  and  be  at  home,  them  of  bis 
lordschipes  chapell,  if  they  doo  play  the  Play  of  the 
Natititb  nppon  Cristynmcs  day  in  the  momyinge  in  my 
tords  chappell  bofbre  his  lordship,— xu.''—&f?(.  xliv. 
P.S43. 

"  Item  ...  to  them  of  bis  lordship  chapell  and  others 

>  "TheicgDlationtuideilabliilimentxif  Uiebouieliold  of  H«a. 
Alg.  Percy,  Sth  Eul  of  Korthnmb.  Lond.  1770,"  8n>.  Whereof  ■ 
small  imprHdon  was  printed  by  order  of  the  late  Dalu  and  Ducheu 
of  North  umlHrlind  to  Wtovin  preaeaU  la  their  friends.  Althongh 
begun  in  1512,  some  of  (be  regnlationi  were  compoied  go  Uie  u 
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hii  lordshipU  servautiU  that  doeth  play  the  PU  j  befai« 
h'H  lordship  upon  Shbof-tgwbdat  at  night  yerely  in 
rew&rd— xi."— ii«d.  p.  345. 

■■  Item  .  .  .  to  them  . .  .  that  playth  the  Play  ofRisci- 
BBCTloN  upon  Estur  day  in  the  momayiige  in  my  lordb 
'  chapeir  before  his  lordshipa — jx*." — Ibid. 

"  Item. — My  lorde  useth  and  accustomyth  yerly  to  g^t 
hyra  which  is  ordynede  to  he  the  MASTEa  or  the  Bi- 
VELLB  yeriy  in  my  lordis  bous  in  Criatmaj  for  the  over- 
seyinge  and  orderingc  of  his  lordschips  Playes,  Interludes, 
and  Dresinge  that  is  plaid  before  his  lordship  in  his  houi 
in  the  zijth  dayes  of  Cristenm«s,  and  they  to  have  in 
rewarde  for  that  caua  yeriy— in." — Ibid.  p.  346. 

"  Item My  lorde  useth  and  accuWomyth  to  gyf  every 

of  the  iiij  ParsonsB  that  bia  Iord«chip  admyted  as  tui 
PLJLYEGt  to  com  to  his  lordship  yerly  at  CnBtynmea  ande 
at  all  other  such  tymes  as  his  lordship  shall  comoMnde 
them  for  playing  of  Playe  and  Interludes  affor  hu  lari-' 
ship,  in  bis  lordships  bous  tor  every  of  their  fees  for  uk 
hole  yera —  .  .  .' — Ibid.  p.  351. 

"Item. — To  he  payd  ...  for  rewards  to  Platbbi  far 
Plays  playd  at  ChristynntAS  by  Straoegerss  in  my.  bouae- 
after  xuf. '  every  play,  by  estimadou  somme  xixiiii.  iig  '."i ' 
— Srei.  i.  p.  22. 

"  Item. — My  lords  nsitb,and  accustometh  to  ^fyer^y^ 
when  his  lordshipp  is  at  home,  to  every  erlis  Players  thtf 
comes  to  his  lordshipe  betwixt  Cristynmas  ande  Candel- 
mas,  if  he  be  his  special  lorde  and  frende  and  bynsman — 
xu.'—Secl.  iliv.  p.  340. 

"  Item. — My  lorde  u^th  and  accustomythtogyf  yerely 

•  Thii  wu  not  k  hubH  s  aum  then  u  it  nuf  dov  sppor;  for 
tn  Miotber  p«rt  of  the  M8.  the  price  ordered  to  be  given  for  ■  hi 
01  b  but  13t.  4rf.,  snd  fbr  a  leu  one  Bi. 

*  At  (hi*  nte,  iht  nnmbei  af  PU$t  acted  muit  hive  been 
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when  hb  loniUhip  a  at  home  to  every  lonlis  Playebs, 
that  coDijtIi  to  his  lortbhipe  betwiit  Crjrstynmas  ande 
Candcl  nias — ii." — Ibid. 

The  reader  will  observe  the  great  difTerence  in  the 
rewards  here  given  to  auch  Flayars  as  were  retainera  of 
noble  peraonag^e,  aod  such  as  are  stvled  Scran^n,  or,  ei 
we  Bia;  suppose,  onlj  strolLera.  The  profesMon  of  the 
coramon  plajer  was  about  this  time  held  by  some  in  low 
.  eatimatiou.  In  an  old  satire  entitled  Cock  LorreUi  Bole', 
the  author,  enumerating  the  most  common  trades  or  call* 
inga,  as  carpenter*,  coopers,  joiners,  &c.,  mentions 

^  PloJ/ert,  puno-cutten,  money- bitlercn, 

Oolde-wiAhcn,  tomblen,  jogelen, 

Punloncn,"  &c Sign.  B.  vj. 

III.  It  bath  been  observed  already  that  plays  of  Hira- 
clea,  or  Mysteries,  as  they  were  called,  led  to  the  intro- 
daction  of  Moral  Plays,  or  Moralities,  which  prevailed  so 
eaHy,  and  became  so  common,  that  towards  the  latter  end 
61  King  Henry  tbe  Vllth's  reign  John  Rastel,  brother- 
in-law  to  Sir  Thamas  More,  cooceived  a  design  trf  making 
them  the  vehicle  of  science  and  natural  philosophy.  With 
this  view  he  published  '  S.  9  nrta)  tntccliitre  antr  a  nten;  of 
lOe  <sia»  o(  tftt  tiii  tlrnunta  bttlarongt  mans  proftr 
yotnts  at  vflSlnopli  ■otutall.  antt  ol  Iigkccf  itraunit 
laittoV  &c.  It  u  observable  that  the  poet  speaks  of  the 
discovery  of  America  as  then  recent : 

<  Ft.  St  the  Sua  io  Fleel-ilmt,  bj  W.  de  Word* :  no  date, 
b.  L*to, 

>  Mr.  Oenick  \ia  «i  imperfect  copy,  (OU  Plant,  I.  vol.  iii.) 
Tb*  DniDidi  Pcrunn  an,  "  C.  The  Heaei^re  [or  Pnlogivl 
Nature  ntnnte.  HunuUTti.  Studfoai  Denre.  Seuutl  Ap- 
pttjle.  Tba  Tiveroer.  £ip«TT«iee.  YgnoiiDDW.  (Also  jf  js 
iywe  je  may  brjngo  in  a  dyigjiynge.)"  Aflerwirdi  tollowi  ■ 
table  <rf'  Ibe  nutten  bandied  la  the  inUilude.  Among  which 
are  "C  Of  caUjD  canelnriDoi  prouvynge  the  Terthe  Diait 
Dads  be  roande,  ind  that  it  heafnrth  in  the  myddei  of  the  fynns- 
ment,  and  (hat  jl  ii  in  droacnfeience  above  xxi  M.  myle." r 
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"  Wllhin  tUi  n  jen 

WeaRFud«  b«  fbuode  new  liudH, 

Th»t  wo  noTer  hank  tell  of  b«far«  thii,"  Ac. 

The  West  Indies  were  dbcaiered  by  Columbui  in 
1402,  which  liieB  the  writing  of  this  pky  to  alwut  1510, 
(two  years  l>efore  the  date  of  the  abore  Household-Book). 
The  plaj  of  ffitlbSbfOtuti  was  probably  lomawbat  mope 
IS  he  still  more  imperfectly  aUiides  to  the  Ame- 
I,  under  the  uune  of  "  the  Newe  fouods 
Hondo."  Sign.  A.  yij. 

It  is  obterrable  that  in  the  older  Moralities,  as  in  that 
last  mentioned,  Erery-man,  Sec.  there  is  piinted  no  kind 
of  sta^  direction  for  the  exits  and  entrances  of  the  pei^ 
sonages,  no  division  of  acts  and  scenes.  But  in  the  moral 
interlude  of  l.tl*ts  Jubmtu*',  written  under  Edward  VI., 
the  eiits  and  entrances  begin  to  be  noted  inihe  margin*: 
at  length  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  Moralities  appeared 
formally  divided  into  acts  and  scenes,  with  a  regular  pro- 
logue, die.    One  of  these  is  reprinted  by  Dodsley. 

Before  we  quit  this  subject  of  the  very  early  printed 
Plays,  it  may  Just  be  observed  that,  although  so  few  are 
now  extant,  it  should  seem  many  were  prihted  before  the 
'  retgD  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  as  at  the  beginning  of  her 
reign,  her  injonctions,  in  1559,  are  particularly  directed 
to  the  suppressing  of  "  many  Pamphlets,  Plates,  and 
Ballads ;  that  no  manner  of  person  shall  enterprise  to 


■  C  Of  certeyne  pointi  of  ( 

BgTor.,-«id  of  the  new  fo. 

md  landj.  aad  the  maner 

le."     Thia  part  is  extreme 

[y  curioni,  u  it  ihowi  1 

*  De>crib«d  in  vol.  ii.  Prefu-«  to  book  ii.  The  Dnmatja  Pei^ 
■onn  of  thii  piecs  are,  "  <S,  Heiaenger.  Luatj  Jnventua.  Good 
CouDnlU.  Knowledge.  Silhui  the  devylL  HTpocntio.  Fellow- 
ihip.    Abominabls-lyving;  [an  Harlat].     Gad'a-mBRiful-jmiiiiaea.'* 

•  I  haia  al»  diKovered  Hmii  few  Bunitt  and  labrait  in  tha 
■mj  old  Interlude  of  the  goW  £Umnit|. 


b,  Google 


THE    EKOLISH   BTASB. 


Id  the  time  of  Henry  Till,  one  or  two  dramatic  pieces 
'h«d  been  published  under  the  clinical  namea  of  Comedy 
'mdTraged;*,  but  tbey  appear  not  to  have  been  intended 
fl>r  popular  use :  it  wm  not  till  tbe  religioiu  fennenti  Iwd 
-aobaided  that  the  public  had  leiiure  to  attend  to  dramatic 
poetry.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  tragedies  and  comediea 
bc^an  to  appear  in  form,  and  could  the  poeti  have  perte- 
ver»d,  the  fim  modeU  were  good.  Qrorbokic,  a  regular 
tragedy,  wai  acted  in  lMl*i  and  GascdgM,  in  1564, 
eidilbited  Jlncaato,  a  tranalation  lirom  Euripidea,  a*  abo 
K%t  ^ppoiM,  a  regnlar  comedy,  from  Arioato :  near 
thirty  yean  before  any  of-Shalupeare'i  were  printed. 

Tho  people,  howeTcr,  itill  retained  a  reliah  for  their 
old  Mjsteriea  and  Moralities^  and  the  popular  dramatic 
poetB  «eem  to  bsve  made  them  their  model*.  The  grever 
BOrt  of  Moralitiaa  appear  to  have  given  birth  to  our 
modem  Tragedy ;  as  our  Comedy  evidently  took  its  rise 
from  tbe  lighter  interludes  of  that  kind.  And  as  most 
of  these  pieces  contun  an  absurd  mixture  of  religion  and 
buffoonery,   an  eminent  critic'   has  wril  deduced   from 

»  Bp.  B»]e  had  ippliEd  tii»  nime  of  Tragedy  to  hii  MyiWiy 
of  aSaSs  Vromigel,  in  1538.  In  1540,  Jofan  Pulggrmn,  B.D. 
ToA  repuUiBhed  i  Latin  comedy  ulled  SraUlitVI.  witll  SD  En- 
gliafa  THaion.  Holingihed  tslli  ni  (foL  Hi.  p.  B50,)  thu  »  ewl; 
M  1£SD,  tbe  king  hid  "  ■  goodlic  comedie  of  Plaotus  jtlusd"  bc- 
fl>r<  him  at  Onenwicfa ;  bat  tbia  wu  in  LMia,  u  Mr.  Fumer 
fafbnna  ns  in  bia  cnrioui  *^  Emy  on  tbe  Learning  of  Shakipeare.*' 
8n>.|L  31. 

•  8m  Amet,  p.  316.  Tbii  play  appean  to  have  been  fint  printed 
andn-  tha  name  of  iSinr&gtruc ;  then  under  that  of  ^ftftet  OnD 
9omt'  in  IM9;  ind  SKun,  nnder  ffiortotnC  15W.  Amn  caJli 
the  flnt  edit.  4lo. ;  Laogbans,  8td.  ;  and  Turner,  V^o. 

T  Tbe  general  recepUon  Iho  old  MoraliUea  bad  upon  theitage, 
win  Kconnt  fbt  ibe  ri>ndaes  of  all  onr  fint  poet*  tor  allegory. 
Snbjeete  of  thia  kind  vere  AmlliarM  every  body. 

•  Bp.  Wirirnn.  Shakap.  vol.  t. 
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ihence  the  origia  oronrunaatura)  Tragi-cmnedics.  Even 
after  the  people  had  been  accustomed  to  tragedies  aqd 
comedies.  Moralities  still  kept  their  ground :  one  of  them 
entitled  Ctit  NtU  Cnitoii*  wu  printed  so  late  as  1573  > 
St  length  tbey  assumed  the  name  of  Masques'",  and  with 
■ome  classical  improve  meats  becaioe,  io  the  two  following 
reigns,  the  favourite  entertainments  of  the  court. 

IV.  Tbu  old  Mjrateries,  which  ceaaed  to  be  acted  after 
the  ReforniBtion,  appear  to  have  given  rise  to  a  third 
spedes  of  atage  exhibition,  which,  though  now  confounded 
uith  IVsged;  tuid  Comedf ,  were  b;  our  first  dramatic 
writen  considered  as  quite  distinct  from  tbeoi  both :  thwQ 
were  ^iatoricai  Plaf  s,  or  Histobibs,  a  species  of  dramatic 
writing,  which  resembled  the  old  Mysteries  in  rcpreseat- 
ing  a  series  of  historical  events,  simplj  in  the  order  of 
time  in  which  they  happened,  without  any  regard  to  the 
three  great  unities.  These  pieces  seem  to  difier  from 
Tragedies,  just  as  much  as  hbtorical  poems  do  from  epic  '■ 
as  the  Pharsalia  does  from  the  j£iieid. 

What  might  contribute  to  make  dramatic  poetry  take 
this  form  was,  that  soon  after  the  Mysteries  ceased  to 
be  exhibited,  there  was  published  a  laige  collection  of 
poetical  narratives,  called  CtW  iBivronr  lor  WaaiBtrHt«B'. 
wherein  a  great  number  of  the  most  eminent  characters 
in  English  history  are  drawn  relating  their  own  misfor- 
tunes. This  book  was  popular,  and  of  a  dramatic  cost, 
and  therefore,  as  an  elegant  writer'  has  well  otaerved, 
might  have  its  influence  in  producing  Historical  Ptaya. 
These  narratives  probably  furnished  the  sulgects,  and  the 
ondent  Mysteries  suggested  the  plau. 

'  Repripied  vnong  Dodaley'i  Old  Plagi.  vol.  i. 

10  In  Hme  of  thcifi  appiwTed  cLai'actera  full  m  eitraardiii&ry 
R>  in  uy  of  Ihe  old  Honlitjoi.  In  Ben  Jonton'i  Masque  of 
Cltlllma*.  1616,  one  of  Ihe  per«Miage<  ie  Minted  Pge. 

'  The  fint  part  of  which  was  printed  in  1559. 

*  Walpolc,  CaULofRoyiiinaNobk  Authon,  vol.  i.  p.  1G6,  ;. 
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'  Tliere  ippeirt  indeed  to  have  been  one  insUnce  of  an 
attempt  *t  an  Hiitohicai,  Plat  itself,  vhich  was  perhaps 
u  ear)/  as  any  Hjsterj  on  a  religious  subject  i  for  euch. 
I  think,  we  maj  pronounce  the  representation  of  a  Rie> 
■oomble  «Tent  in  Bng'lish  history,  that  was  ExraESHBD  in 
ACTION  AND  BHTKBS.  This  was  the  old  CoTentrj  play  oF 
)it*A  CUftaV',  founded  on  theatory  of  the  massacre  of 
the  Danet,  as  it  happened  on  St.  Brice'a  night,  NoTember 
"  IStb,  1002*.  The  play  in  qoeatioo  was  performed  by 
oertun  men  of  Coventry,  amoi^  the  other  ahowa  and 
entertsinmenta  at  Kenilworth  Castle  in  July,  1575,  pre- 
pared for  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  and  this  the  rather,  "  because 
the  matter  mehtioneth  how  raliantly  our  Engtiah  women, 
for  the  love  of  their  country,  behaved  themBelves." 

The  writer,  whose  words  are  here  quoted',  hath  given 
a  ihort  deacHptioD  of  the  perfonuance  ;  which  seems  on 

'  Thii  moit  not  be  confounded  Tilh  the  Mjiteriw  Beted  on 
Coipm  ChriaCi  daj  by  (be  Fiucieeua  u  Coventry,  arhfch  were 
al»  odied  CoriNTBV  Plats,  and  «(  whlcb  *n  aixount  it  given 
tma  T.  Wuten'i  Halay  of  Btigtiik  Podry,  &c.,  in  Mdone'i 
Siofafwuv,'  vol.  ii.  put  ii.  p.  13,  U. 

•  Net  1012,  u  printed  in  Lenehun'a  lelter,  mentioDed  belev. 

of  Ibe  Sbowj,  St.  ii  niprinled  St  Uije  in  Niohols'i  "  ProgrMeea  of 
Queen  EHubeth,"  &c.,  nil.  i.  Ito.  I7BS.  Th>t  writer*!  orlhognjihr 
being  pecnliir  >nd  iSecMd,  ia  not  henfalloHad. 

I«ehun  deicribei  tbii  plij  of  J^U%  SntStUB,  which  wu 
"  iBeMnCed  in  ta  hiatoiiciil  cue  bj  certain  good-boned  men  of 
CovBotry,"  (p.  32.)  ind  wbieb  wu  "wont  W  he  pky'd  iu  their 
dtie  jearl;,"  (p.  33,)  u  if  it  were  pecnliar  to  them,  (erming  it 
"THOR  old  itoriil  >how,"  (p.  32.)  And  lo  it  might  be  u  re- 
pMenled  and  eipreawd  by  tbem  "after  their  manner,"  (p-33,) 
althongfa  we  are  alio  told  by  Beril  Histoni,  (bat  6t.  Brice'i  Evi 
wu  itlll  cclsbnted  by  tbe  northern  Englith  in  mmmemoration 
of  Uiu  maaaere  of  Ibe  Duh,  the  women  bating  brui  initm- 
meota,  and  ainging  old  rfavnio.  in  praiae  of  their  cruel  anceitora. 
Sot  bt>  Slurt  Vitie  rfBag.  HiHory,  Svo.  p.  17.  (The  PrefocE  i< 
dated  1734.) 
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that  ooeMioD  to  have  be«n  without  reritadoD  or  rbfinei, 
and  redoced  to  mere  dumb-ihow  ;  coodMiiig  of  TH^ent 
skirmuhei  and  enconnten.  fint  betireeD  DaoWi  and 
Eoglub,  "  lanco-knights  on  horaeback,"  anned  with  tpeu 
and  shield ;  and  sfterward*  between  "  hosts"  of  footnten : 
wbich  U  length  ended  in  the  Danes  being  "  beaten  down, 
overcome,  and  manj  led  captive  by  our  English  women*." 

This  play,  it  seems,  which  was  wont  to  be  eahibited 
in  thmr  city  yearly,  and  which  had  been  of  great  an- 
tiquity and  long  continuance  there',  had  of  late  beennip- 
prewed,  at  the  inttanco  of  some  weil'tneaoing  but  jmatt 
preachen,  of  whone  "soornew"  herdn  the  townaneo 
complain  ;  urging  that  their  play  was  "  without  example 
of  ill  manoen,  papistry,  or  any  snpentition';"  which 
shows  'a  to  hare  been  entirely  distinct  from  a  religious 
Mystery.  But  baring  been  discontinued,  and,  as  appear* 
n-om  the  narratiTe,  token  up  of  a  sudden  alter  the  aports 
were  begun,  the  playen  apparently  had  not  been  able  to 
recover  the  old  rhymes,  or  to  procure  new  ones,  to  ac- 
company the  action  (  which,  if  it  originally  represented 
'^tbe  outrage  and  importable  insoleney  of  the  Danes,  the 
grievoos  complaint  of  Huna,  King  Ethelred's  chieftun  in 
warg*i"  his  counselliug  and  contriving  the  plot  to  dispatch 
them ;  concluding  with  the  conflicts  above  mentioned,  and 
their  final  snppressioo,  "expressed  in  actions  and  rtiyme^ 
after  their  manner',  one  can  hardly  concdve  a  morv 
r^pilar  model  of  a  complete  drama,  and  if  t^en  up  sood 
after  the  event,  it  must  have  been  the  earliest  of  the 
kind  in  Europe'. 

Wliatever  this  old  play,  or  "  storial  show  *,"  was  at  the 

"  Uacham,  p.  S7.  ^  lUd.  p.  S3.  ■  lUl 

•  Ibid.  p.  93.  <  Ibid.  p.  33. 

'  Tb*  rhymes,  ftc,  prove  thi>  piay  to  1wt«  been  in  En^h; 
whenu  Hr.  Tbomu  Wsrlan  tbinki  the  Mjiterin  composed  betOR 
1328  Kore  ia  Latin.     Hilone'B  Sltat^.  vol.  ii.  pt  ii.  p.  ». 

*  Luieham,  p.  S3. 
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time  it  wat  exliitMted  to  Queen  EUztbeth,  it  had  probably 
our  young  Sludupeare  for  a  spectator,  who  was  then  id 
hii  tweliili  jear,  and  doubtlm  attended  with  all  the 
rahabitanti  of  the  surrouadiug  countrjat  tbeee  "princely 
I^eaaures  of  Ksnel worth*,'  whence  Stratford  ia  only  a 
few  miles  distant.  And  as  the  queen  was  touch  diverted 
trith  the  Coventry  Play,  "  whereat  Her  Majesty  laugfat 
well,"  and  rewarded  the  performere  with  two  backs,  and 
five  marlis  in  money :  who,  "  what  rqoicing  upon  their 
ample  reward,  and  what  triumphing  upon  the  good  ac- 
ceptance. Taunted  their  Play  was  never  so  dignified,  nor 
ever  any  Players  before  so  beatified :"  but  especially  it 
oar  yeang  bard  afterwards  gained  adnuttance  into  the 
caatle  to  see  a  Play,  which  the  same  evening,  after  supper, 
was  there  **  presented  of  a  very  good  theme,  bnt  so  set 
forth  by  the  actors' woll-binidling,  that  pleasure  and  mirth 
made  it  seem  very  short,  though  it  lasted  two  good  hours 
aud  more*,"  we  may  imagiDe  what  an  impression  was 
made  on  hia  inbnt  mind.  Indeed,  the  dramatic  cast  of 
many  parts  of  that  superb  entertainment,  which  continued 
nineteen  days,  and  was  the  most  spiendidof  the  kind  ever 
attempted  in  this  kingdom  ;  the  addreste*  to  the  queen 
ill  tite  peraonated  characters  of  a  Sybille,  a  Savage  Man, 
and  Sylvanus,  as  she  approached  or  departed  from  the 
castle ;  and,  on  the  water,  by  Arion,  a  Triton,  or  tbe 
Lddy  of  the  Lake,  must  have  had  a  very  great  efiW:t  on 
a  young  imagination,  whoee  dramatic  powers  were  here* 
after  to  sitoniiih  the  world. 

But  that  the  Historical  Play  was  considered  by  our  old 
writers,  and  by  Shalcspeare  himself,  as  distinct  from  Tra- 
gedy and  Comedy,  appears  from  numberless  passages  of 
their  works,  "  Of  late  days,"  says  Stow,  "  instead  of  those 


in  Suttdaf  evening,  Jul;  9. 
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Stage-Playes*  bath  been  used  Comedies,  Triig«diea,  En- 
lerludes,  and  Histobiis,  both  true  and  fanned." — Surrey 
of  London'.     Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  ia  the  prologue  to 

C%t  Costaui,  say, 

"Thii  it  Bor  Cotnedj,  nor  Tragedj, 

Nor  HlSTORT." 

Poloniui  in  K«llltl  commenda  tbe  acton,  as  the  belt  in 
the  world,  "either  for  Tragedie,  Comedie,  HUtorie,  P«a- 
torall,"  &c.  And  Shakapeare'a  frieoda,  Heminge  and 
Condell,  in  the  first  foUo  sdilion  of  his  Plays,  in  1623>. 
hsTe  not  only  entitled  their  book  "  Mr.  Williimi  Shake- 
speare'i  Comediea,  Hiitobikb,  and  Tragedies,"  but  in  their 
table  of  coQteutJ  bare  arranged  them  under  ttiow  three 
several  heads ;  placing  in  the  class  of  Histories,  "  King 
John,  Richard  II.,  Henry  IV.  two  parts,  Henry  V,,  Henry 
VI.  three  parts,  Richard  III.,aDd  Henry  VIII. f  to  which 
they  might  have  added  such  of  his  other  Flays  as  have 
thdr  subjects  t«ken  from  the  old  Chronicles,  or  Plutarch's 

Although  Sbakspeare  ia  found  not  to  have  been  tbe 
first  who  iuvented  this  species  of  drama',  yet  he  cultivated 
it  with  snch  superior  success,  and  threw  upon  this  simple 
inartilicial  tissue  of  scenes  such  a  blaze  of  geoiua,  that  his 
HiETOkiiB  muDtuu  their  ground  in  defiance  of  Aristotle 
and  alt  the  critics  of  the  classic  school,  and  will  ever  con- 
tinue to  interest  and  instruct  an  English  audience. 

Before  Shakspeare  wrote.  Historical  Plays  do  not  ap- 
pear to  have  attained  this  distinction,  being  not  mentioned 

•  The  CrwtiQii  of  Cbt  World,  mled  SI  SkinDm-well  in  1409. 

T  See  auw'i  Suntf  of  Zmdon,  1603,  4io.  p.  94,  (uid  in  the 

li[lBp«g«Uil)e"Tnilteiiinl698.")  See  »1»  Wirton't  Oftieroattoiu 


•  Sm  Hsloae's  Siai^.  vd.  i.  put  iL  p.  31. 
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in  Queen  Elutbetb'*  licence,  in  1574',to  Junet  Buriiage 
and  othere,  who  are  only  empowered  "  to  lue,  exercjie, 
nod  occupie  tbe  arte  and  facultje  of  plajreuga  Comediet, 
Tragedies,  Enterludes,  Stage-Plajes,  and  such  other  like." 
But  when  Shakapeare's  Hietobieb  had  become  tbe  oma- 
menti  of  tbe  stafjre,  they  were  conndered  bj  tbe  public, 
and  b;  bimielf,  aa  a  formal  and  neceiwry  spedeSiand  are 
theoceforlh  m>  diadnguiahed  in  public  instruments.  Tbej 
are  particularly  inserted  in  tbe  licence  granted  by  King 
Jamea  I.  iu  t60S<  to  W.  Shakapeare  himself,  and  the 
Flayers  his  fellows,  who  are  authorised  "  to  use  aod  exer- 
cise tbe  arte  and  bculty  of  playing  Comedies,  IVagedies, 
HiSToaiBS,  Interludes,  Morals,  Pastorals,  Stf^e-Plaiea,  end 
■uch  like."  The  same  merited  distinction  they  continued 
to  muntaio  after  his  death,  till  the  theatre  itself  was 
extinguished;  for  they  are  expressly  mentioned  ia  a  war- 
rant in  1622,  for  liceDsii^;  certain  "late  Comedians  of 
Queen  Anne  deceased,  to  bring  up  children  in  the  qualitie 
and  exercise  of  playing  Comediei,  Buloriet,  Interludes, 
Morals,  Pastorals,  Stage-Ptaies,  and  such  like'.'  The 
same  appears  in  an  admonition  issued  in  1637*.  by  Philip 
Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  then  Lord  Cham- 
berlain, to  the  Master  and  Wardens  of  the  Company  o) 
Printers  and  Stationen ;  wherein  a  set  forth  the  com- 
plaint of  His  Mqeaty's  servants  the  Players,  that "  diverse 
of  tbw  books  of  Comedyea  and  Tragedies,  CuaoiiicLa- 

'  See  Hdons'i  SHahp.  Tol.  L  part  11.  p.  S7. 

■  Ibld.T«Li.pertil.p.M. 

>  Ihtd.  p.  19.  Hon  AtitortM,  or  HiMeiual  Plays,  tn  found 
tottlly  to  hsTO  excluded  the  mentioa  of  Tngediei ;  m  prooCof  Ihnr 
superior  populerity.  In  an  order  for  the  kinifi  comediBui  lo  ml- 
tend  King  Chirln  1.  in  hii  anmrneT'i  progmi,  1636  {i1»d.  p.  144), 
HiMtoriet  m  not  perliculari;  mencioped;  bnt  u  neither  Ire  Tn- 
godks :  the]'  briiQ  hnoAf  directed  to  "  ut  PliTia,  Gamedy n,  and 
Interlndei,  wlthoDt  in;  lelt,"  Ik. 

<  im.  p.  J39. 
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HiSToaTie,  and  the  like,'  had  been  printed  and  publwh«d 
to  their  prqudice.  Sec, 

This  diitioction,  ve  see,  prevailed  for  aau  half  ft  cen- 
t\xry ;  but  afler  the  Ke«torati«ii,  when  the  Stage  revived 
for  the  eDtertaiumeiit  of  a  new  race  of  auditors,  many  U 
whom  had  been  exiled  in  France,  and  fbraied  their  taste 
trom  the  French  theatre,  Shalupeore's  HisToais*  appear 
to  have  been  no  longer  relbhed  ;  at  lea«t  the  distinction 
respecting  them  ia  dropt  in  the  patents  that  were  imme- 
diately  granted  after  the  king's  return. 

Thu  appears,  not  only  from  the  allowance  to  Mr.  Wil' 
tiam  Beeston,  in  June  1660*,  to  use  the  house  in  Salisbury 
Court  "for  a  Play-bouse,  wherein  Comedies,  Tragedies, 
Tragi- Comedies.  Pastoralls,  and  Interludes,  may  be  acted," 
but  also  from  the  fUller  grant  (dated  August  Ql,  1670)*, 
to  Thomas  KilligreV,  Esq.  and  Sir  William  Dav^oant, 
Knight,  by  which  they  have  authority  to  erect  two  com- 
ponies  of  player^  and  to  6t  up  two  theatres  "  for  the  re- 
presentation of  Tragydie«,Coniedye«,Playe<,Operas,and 
all  other  entertainments  of  that  natnre." 

But  while  Shakspeare  was  the  brourite  dramatic  poet, 
his  HisTOBiES  had  such  superior  merit,  that  he  might  well 
ctaitn  to  be  the  chief,  :f  not  the  only  historic  dramatist 
that  kept  possession  of  the  Eogtish  stage  i  which  gives 
a  strong  support  to  the  tradition  mentioned  by  Gildon ', 
that,  in  a  conversation  with  Ben  Jonson,  our  bard  vindi- 
cated his  HiatoricjJ  Plays,  by  urging,  that  as  he  had 
found  "  the  nation  in  general  very  ignorant  of  history,  he 
wrote  them  iu  order  to  iestruct  the  people  in  this  parti- 
cular." This  is  assigning  not  only  a  good  motive,  but  a 
very  probable  reason  for  bis  preference  of  this  species  of 
composition  (   since   we  caimot  doubt  bnt  his   illiterate 

•  Thia  ii  bclicTed  \n  ba  tlw  dau  b;  Mr.  Maloua,  vol-  ii.  put  ii. 
p.  23fl. 
'  Hiloat,  vol.  ii.  pi.  ii.  p.  24*.  l  Ibid.  voL  vL  p.  427. 
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eoantrjnien  ironld  not  onl^  want  Mich  imtrnctloD  when 
he  fint  began  to  write,  notwithstanding  the  obMore  di*- 
nwtie  chroiuclera  who  precede  him,  but  alM)  that  thej' 
would  highl J  profit  bj  hia  tdmirable  Lecture*  on  EngHih 
HLitorj,  to  long  aa  he  continued  to  deKTer  them  to  hia 
audience  ;  and  ai  it  implies  no  claim  to  bia  being  thejlrtt 
who  introduced  our  chroeictet  on  the  stage,  1  see  not 
wbf  the  tradition  should  be  rgeeted. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  have  had  abundant  proof  tltat  both 
Shakipeare  and  bis  coAtemporaries  considered  hia  His- 
Touis,  or  HistoKcal  Pl&js,  aa  of  a  le^timato  diatinct 
■pedef,  lufficimtlj  tepante  from  Tragedy  and  Comedv  j 
a  distinction  which  deserres  the  particular  attention  of  his 
critics  and  commentators,  who,  by  not  adverting  to  it,  de- 
prive him  of  bis  proper  defence  and  l>eBt  vindication  for 
bis  neglect  of  the  unities,  and  departure  from  the  claaucal 
dramatic  iormi ;  for,  if  it  be  the  first  canon  of  toond  criti* 
dsm  to  examine  anj  work  by  whatever  rule  the  author 
prescribed  for  his  own  oliaervance,  then  we  ought  not  to 
try  Shakspeere's  Histoiues  by  the  general  laws  of  Tra- 
gedy or  Comedy.  Whether  the  rule  itself  be  vicious  or 
not,  is  another  inquiry  ;  but  certainly  we  ought  to  examine 
a  work  only  by  those  principles  according  to  which  it 
was  composed,    "niit  would  mve  a  deal  of  impertinent 


V.  We  hare  now  brought  the  inquiry  u  low  •■  ww  in- 
tended, but  cannot  quit  it  without  entering  into  a  short 
description  of  what  may  be  called  the  Economy  of  the 
aodent  English  Stage. 

Such  was  the  fondneaa  of  our  forefathers  tor  dramatic 
entertainnMnts,  that  not  fewer  than  rmeteen  pl^-hooses 
had  been  opened  before  the  year  1638,  when  Prynne 
published  his  Mifrvnnaffir'.     From  this  writer  it  should 
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leem  that  "  tobicco,  wine,  and  beer','  were  b  thow  daji 
the  luufti  accommodatioDi  in  the  theatre. 

With  regard  to  tfae  pUjrera  tbenuelre*,  the  WTerai  eom- 
panias  were  (as  hath  been  alread j  sbowa ')  retunera,  or 
menial  aerTanta  to  particular  noblemen',  who  protected 

ntsd  in  thg  Pretuw  to  Dodilaj'i  OU  Ftaf.  Nij,  it  iiipean  from 
Rjmer'a  USS.  that  taaif-tlina  Plir-hoiust  had  baon  M  diBi>«it 
period!  open  in  London ;  and  pveu  tix  of  ibem  at  one  time..  Ban 
Maloae'i  Skiilaptart,  toL  i.  pt.  iL  p.  48. 

*  So,  I  think  we  maj  infer  from  the  fbllawiD)  jaus/e,  ni. 
"  How  muy  an  there,  who,  aceiiiding  to  their  leTenl  qoalitiei, 
•pand  2d.  td.  *d.  id.  \id.  lAi.  St.  and  mnatime*  4l  or  Sf.  1  a 
plsj-honas,  At-j  hj  dij,  If  ceach-hir*,  boal-hire,  lobicca,  wine, 
b«ere,  tud  inch  lilie  nine  cipanHi,  which  pliyei  doe  Dinallj 
occuion,  be  cut  into  the  nclumngf" — Pr;nng'>  Hittriomattit, 
p.  3M. 

BdC  thai  tohuco  wu  unoked  in  the  play-houlo,  appetn  from 
Tejlor  the  WMer-poot,  in  hii  Proclamation  for  Tohacco'i  Prop^ 
gation,  "  Let  Ptoy-knua,  drinklng^chooti,  ta*eiiu,  &c.  be  con- 
tinaillT  hinnted  with  the  coatiminooi  T^nn  oF  it ;  naj  (if  It 
b«  potnble),  bring  il  into  the  CBUitcnn,  ud  there  ehonk  np  their 
preachen."  {Worki,  p.  253.)  And  thia  wu  really  the  cue  at 
Cambridge:  Jamei  L  lent  a  lellerinlliOT.agabit"  taking  tobacco" 
in  8i,  MaiT'i.    So  I  learn  from  my  friend  Mr.  Farmer. 

Holland,  he  nw  the  male  part  of  the  audience  allting  with  thdt 
hate  on,  amoking  tobacco,  while  the  preacher  wu  holding  forth  in 

■  See  the  oitncli  abon  in  p.  1S9,  fintu  the  E.  of  Nonhnmb. 
Houahold-Book. 

>  See  the  Preface  to  Dodiley'i  Old  Play:  The  aalfaor  of  an 
old  inTectire  againat  ths  Stage,  called  A  UM  BlaM  afHarailJrom 
Phia.  jr.  1680,  ISmo.  uja,  "  AIu  t  that  private  aCacdon  ahoald 
>D  nigae  in  the  nobilitie,  that  lo  pleaaDre  their  Hrvanti,  and  Co 
Hpbolda  them  in  their  miilfe,  tfitj  aheuld  reatraine  the  migiitraita 
from  ciecutJDg  their  office  I  .  . .  Thej  [ihe  nobllit;]  are  thought 

from  one  gentleman'a  faonae  to  another,  offering  their  aerriee, 
■hieh  ia  a  kind  of  beggerio.     Who  iodeede,  to  apeake  more  truItB, 
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than  in  th«  Bxerciie  of  tfa«r  profewon :  tnd  manj  of 
them  wera  oceadonaUy  ttroUen,  that  travelled  ham  one 
gWitleiiMa'B  faoiue  to  another.  Yet  id  much  were  thej' 
«noauniged,  that  notwithitaiidiii^  thdr  multitude,  Mime  of 
them  acquired  large  fortune!.  Edward  Allen,  muter  of 
the  p1a;-houM  called  the  Globe,  «ho  founded  Dulwich 
eollege,  la  a  known  inatance.  And  an  old  writer  apeak* 
of  the  veiy  intsrior  acton,  whom  be  cilU  the  Hireling*, 
aa  tiving  in  a  d^ree  of  splendour,  which  wa*  thought 
enormous  in  that  frugal  ige* 

•rs  become  beggni  lor  tiiar  wmttb.  For  eommsolie  the  gond-inl 
DHn  beuv  la  th«r  Lorde^  nukea  them  draw  the  itriiigM  of  their 
{tDTMi  lo  eitand  their  libenlitie."     Tide  p.  75,  76,  dw. 

>  Stephen  OnHHi  hi  bit  SAotJt  o/ Abuit,  1679,  ]2mo.  fol.  23, 
«kin  thm  of  nhat  ke  termi  ia  his  mugin  Playtn-me»:  "Orer 
huhiiig  in  ipfiwl  ii  to  CDtnraac  ■  &u1t,  that  Ihe  ntj  hjerliagi 
of  nme  a!  oar  platen,  vhtch  ttand  u  miruou  of  n  i.  bj  the 
week,  jel  under  gientlemen'i  noHi  hi  lutiB  of  Bil!I^  eierdiing 
tbunnlfei  la  pnting  on  the  itage,  and  cammoa  tcoffing  nben 
the;  eome  abnide,  xheie  they  look  ukuce  OTer  the  ihoalder  at 
tmtj  DUO  of  whom  the  Sunday  before  thej  begged  xa  tlmce.  I 
^eike  not  lliii,  u  though  eTerye  one  that  profeiKth  the  quiUlio 
•0  ibnted  himMlle,  for  it  it  well  knowes,  that  kdid  of  them  an 
Bobor,  diKTcete,  properly  learned,  honest  houabolden  uid  citiaeM, 
Wall-thought  on  unong  their  neighboun  at  home,"  [he  teemi 
(a  mean  Edward  Allen  nboie  mentioned,]  "  though  the  pryde  «f 
their  •badowet  (I  mean  thoK  bangbjo,  whom  they  luccour  with 
fUfmai)  cante  them  to  he  lomewhu  il-tnUied  of  ihroBd." 

In  a  rabKquent  period  we  bare  Ihe  following  ntirieil  flhig  ai 
the  thowy  exterior  and  inppo»d  proSti  of  the  acton  of  that  time. 
Vide  Greeae'i  OnKOiworih  of  Wit,  1625,  iVs. 

"  What  ii  your  profwiion  ?"— "  Truly,  Sir, I  am  a  Pl/^r.' 

"A  Player  P.  .  .  I  took  you  lather  for  a  Gealleman  of  great  linng; 
for  It  by  outwud  habit  men  thould  he  ceninred,  I  tell  you.  you 
would   be  taken  (or  a  lubitaatial  man."     "8o  I  am  where  I 

dwell What,  though  the  world  once  went  hard  with  me,  idien 

1  waa  fayne  to  carry  my  playing-fnrdle  a  foot-backe :  Tempora  Ma- 
tOHtur  ...  .  for  my  lery  ihaie  in  playing  apparell  will  not  be  uld 
for  dM  lamdnd  Poamdi . Nay  mom,  I  can  lerve  to  nuke  a 
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At  the  nine  time  the  sndent  prices  of  admiuion  were 
often  Tery  )o».  Some  houses  bad  peDDf-benches*.  The 
"twD-fwoDj  gsllery'  is  mantioned  in  the  prologue  to 
Bebumont  and  Fletcher's  Woman-Haitr*.  And  seats  of 
tliree-peoce  and  a  groat  seem  to  be  inteoded  in  the  panage 
of  Prynne  above  referred  to.  Yet  different  botues  varied 
in  their  prices :  that  play 'house  called  the  Hope  had  seats 
of  five  several  rates,  frata  six-pence  to  half-a-crowo*. 
But  the  general  price  of  what  is  doit  called  the  Pit,  seems 
to  have  htttt  a  shilling  ^ 

The  day  originally  set  apart  for  theatrical  szhifaitioD 
appears  to  have  been  Sunday  ;  probably  because  the  first 
dramatic  pieces  ivere  of  a  religious  cut.  During  a  great 
part  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  tbe  play-houses  were  onif 
licensed  to  be  opened  on  that  day'.     But  before  the  end 

prstt;  ipeech,  for  I  ma  i  nuntlj  uithor,  puun;  it  ■  Mond^  Ac. 
See  Rolierto'j  Tale,  Sign.  D,  3.  b. 

•  So  D  M8.  of  0\Aj»,  fhna  Tom  Nuh,  sn  old  pnmphlit'nTiter. 
And  iliU  f)  caDGrmed  b^  Tt-jlot  the  Witer-poet,  in  hli  Pntie  t^ 
Begpiirie,{p.99,)    _ 

Come  Ht  s  Plif-koDBo,  all  in  tor  one  pcnn)'.'* 

*  S«  ui  tbe  a^maCt  NigU-vaOa  by  Decker,  1616,  4to.  "  Fur 
tbj  tioa-fam  to  >  Plajer,  in  tluB  gallery  tbou  majctt  lit  by  a 


hs  calla  "  Arch-tobuco-laker  of  Englsnd,  in  ordiDariea,  upon  it^jfn 
both  common  and  private,*' 

1  Sbalop.  Pro),  to  Hen.  V7//^-Bewim.  and  Flelch.  PraL  lo  the 
Capliim,  and  to  the  Mad-ba»r.  The  jrit  probablif  had  it»  name 
from  one  of  the  plaj-huuaea  having  been  a  cock-piu 

>  So  Sla.  Gmiob,  in  hii  Scisoja  i/  Abase,  1579,  IZdio,  tpesking 
of  the  Plajera,  taya,  "  Theae,  becaau  they  are  allowed  to  play 
eviiy  Sondaf,  nalw  iUi  or  T  Sundayet  at  leut  eiery  week,"  fol. 
M.  So  the  Author  of  .i  Seoomd  aid  Third  Blatt  o/ SftraU  fixm 
Plni*!,  i^,  ISmo.     "  Let  the  magiausle  but  repel  them  fiOQi 
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of  her  re^,  or  looii  after,  this  abiue  wu  probab))' ' 
removed. 

Tbe  wnal  time  of  acting  was  earl;  in  tiie  afternoon', 
plajB  being  generally  performed  bj  day-ligbt'.  Ail 
fetnale  parte  wwe  performed  by  men,  no  EogliBh  actrew 
being  ever  seen  on  the  public  stage'  before  tbe  civil  wars. 

the  Ulnrtii  of  pliicng  on  tha  aibboth-dv* Ta  plaie  on  the 

Sabbotb  it  bnt  a  priviledgs  of  auffennce,  tai  might  nlih  eaw  be 
tapelled,  were  it  thorooghly  followed."  p.  61,  62.  So  »giin,  "Ii 
not  the  Skbboth  of  il  other  rlu«  the  moit  abuKd  ?  . . .  Wherefore 
■boHnolu  the  Sabboth-dnie,  m;  bnthreo :  leave  not  the  temple 
of  tlw  Lord."  .  .  .  .  "  ThoH  unuverie  monela  of  UDKemellG 
smteacei  poiaing  oat  of  ths  mouth  of  a  ruffenlle  pluer,  doth  more 
content  Che  hungrie  humon  of  the  ruile  mitltitude,  end  carrieth 
better  lellish  in  their  mouthei,  than  tbe  bread  of  the  nordi,"  &a. 
Vide  pp.  63.  6S,  69,  ftc.  I  do  not  recollect  that  Mclamalioni  of 
thii  kind  occur  in  Pr;nne,  whenco  I  conclude  (hit  thi)  enonnity 
DO  loDgtr  tubeitted  in  hi>  ^e. 

It  ihoald  alao  Kem,  fiom  tbe  uitbor  of  the  Third  Blait  abova 
qooted,  that  the  diucdMa  atill  continnod  to  b«  nied  occaiionallj 
ibr  thealret.  Thui,  in  p.  77,  he  mti,  that  Ihe  PlaTOn,  (who,  ai 
hath  been  obserred,  were  •ervanU  of  the  nobilitj,)  "  under  the 
title  of  their  maieteri,  or  at  reldnen,  are  priviledged  to  roavo 
abroad,  and  permitted  to  pubiitb  their  mametree  in  eyerie  temple 
of  God,  and  that  ihroughont  England,  unto  tha  honible  contempt 

"  "He  enteitiinei  ni  (saji  Overbury  in  hit  Chamcler  of  an 
Actor)  in  the  heit  leiBore  of  our  life,  ilitt  is,  betweene  meale* ;  the 
molt  unfit  time  either  for  ttudj,  or  bodil)'  exercito."  Even  u 
hCe  tt  in  the  reign  of  Charlei  II.,  plaji  ginsiallf  begta  at  ihiee 

'  See  Biogr.  Bril.  i.  117.  n.  D. 

'  I  ta;  "  no  EngKA  actrtii ....  on  the  public  alage,"  becaute 
Prjnne  ipeaks  of  it  as  nnniual  enormity,  that  "  they  bad  Prench- 
women  scion  in  a  piay  not  long  tinea  penoas.ted  in  BUckfcian 
Play-houw."  Thii  wu  in  1629.  vid.  p.  21£.  And  though  female 
parti  were  performed  by  men  or  boyi  on  the  public  ttage,  jet  in 
Maequrt  at  court,  the  ^ueen  tnd  bei  ladiee  made  no  umpls  to 
perform  Iba  principal  peril,  etpeciall;  in  the  rngui  of  Jamei  I. 
and  Charlee  I.  .  [Sir 
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liMtlf,  with  regard  to  the  play-house  faniiture  tad  or* 
naments,  a  writer  of  Ring  Cbariea  the  Second's  time*, 
who  well  remembereil  tbe  preceding  age,  awures  lu,  that 
in  general  "  thuj  had  no  other  scenea  nor  decoratiooa  of 
the  stage,  but  oa\j  old  tapestry,  and  the  stage  strewed 
with  niahea,  with  habits  accordii^ly*."  Yet  Coryate 
thought  our  theatrical  eihibilions,  &c.  splendid,  when 
compared  with  what  he  saw  abroad.  Speakii^  of  the 
Tl)Mtre  for  Comedies  at  Venice,  he  says, "  The  house  is 
very  beggarly  and  base  in  comparison  of  our  stately  play- 
hoifsea  in  England :  neytber  can  their  actors  compare 
with  ours  for  apparrell,  ahewes,  and  mnucke.  Here  I 
observed  certune  things  that  I  never  saw  before  ;  for,  I 
saw  WOMEN  ACT,  a  thing  that  I  never  saw  before,  though 
I  have  beard  that  it  hatb  been  sometimes  used  in  London-. 
and  they  performed  it  with  as  good  a  grace,  action,  ges- 
ture, and  whatsoever  convenient  for  a  player,  as  evw  I 
saw  any  masculine  actor'." 

It  ought,  however,  to  be  observed,  that  amid  such  B 
multitude  of  play-houses  as  subsisted  in  tbe  metropolis 
before  the  <Hvil  wars,  there  must  have  been  a  {jreat  dlA 

Sir  WiI1i«n  Davsnuit,  mftcr  the  Ratontion,  intrDdnced  vromeu, 
teeaerf,  and  higher  price*.    8m  C^bbei'a  Jpohgtffir  Um  otca  Zjft. 

)  See  m  ihort  diKoane  on  the  Eugliih  Sti^  nibjained  to  Vieik- 
nor't  Lotti  Kingdom,  1S74,  IQmD. 

4  It  B|>])an  from  >n  Epigrun  of  TijIdt  the  Witei^  poet,  tfaat 
one  of  the  prindpil  Ihtatra  in  liit  time,  viz.  Dis  Globe,  on  the 
Bukride,  SonthwBTk,  (which  Ben  Jonwm  olli  tbe  "Olor;  of  tbe 
Bank,  vid  Fort  of  the  whole  Pirah,")  hid  been  corered  with 
dutch  till  it  «u  hunt  down  in  1613.  [See  Tnjlor'i  SaUitr,  Ei^. 
32,  p.  31.    Jonun't  Eaeratum  am  Fiifau. ) 

Puttenhun  tslli  ni  they  used  viwdi  in  hit  ttme,  "  fUlly  to 
mppl]-  the  wuit  of  plsjen,  when  then  were  more  pans  than 
diere  were  penoni,  or  that  it  wu  not  thought  [neet  to  trouble  .... 
piiucet  chuBbera  with  too  many  folkei."  [Art  o/ Eiy.  Poa.  1SS9, 
p.  26,]  From  the  lait  cUuae  il  should  seem  that  the;  were  chiefly 
used  et  the  Matq<ie>  at  c<mrt. 

>  Corrste'a  OndiHa,  tU>.  1611,  p.  217. 
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ference  between  their  several  ftccomm(»d*tioiu,omameDtg, 
and  prices :  and  that  some  would  be  much  more  showy 
than  others,  though  probably  all  were  much  inferior  in 
splendour  to  the  two  great  theatres  after  the  Reetoretion. 

*«*  The  preceding  EsaAT,  although  Bome  of  the  niate- 
riab  are  new  arranged,  hath  received  no  alteration  deserv- 
ing notice,  irom  what  it  was  in  the  second  edition,  1767, 
except  in  Sect.  IT.,  which,  in  the  present  impression, 
hath  been  much  enlarged. 

This  is  mentioned,  because,  «nce  it  was  first  published, 
the  History  oF  the  English  Stage  hath  been  copiously 
handled  by  Mr.  Thomas  Warton  in  his  "  History  of  Eng- 
lish Poetry,  1774,"  &c.,  3  vols.  4to.  (wherein  is  inserted 
whatever  in  these  volumes  fell  in  with  his  sul^ect)  ;  and 
by  Gdmond  Malone,  Esq.,  who,  in  his  "  Historical  Account 
of  the  English  Stage,"  (Shalup.  vol.  i.  pt.  ii.  1790,)  hath 
added  greatly  to  our  Icnowledge  of  the  economy  and 
UMgea  of  our  aodent  theatres. 


D   OP  TBB    BSBAI, 
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SIlRin  HtU,  Clpm  ai  fit  Clottgib,  antt 
eOlfllfaDi  ol  CloiiBtHs, 

Were  three  noted  outlaws,  whose  skill  lu  ucberj  res' 
dared  them  formerly  as  (uuoiu  in  the  North  of  England, 
as  Robin  Hood  and  his  fellows  were  in  the  nildUnd  couD' 
ties.  Their  pUce  of  residencs  was  in  the  forest  of  En^Ic- 
wood,  not  far  from  Carlisle  (called  corruptly  in  the  ballad 
Englisb-wood,  whereas  Engle-  or  Ingle-wood,  signifies 
wood  for  firing).  At  what  time  thej  lived  does  not  ap- 
pear. The  author  of  the  common  ballad  od  TAe  PetSgret, 
Education,  aad  Marriage  o/Jlobia  Hood,  makes  them  coit- 
temporary  with  Robin  Hood's  fiuher,  in  order  to  pve  him 
the  honour  of  beatii^  them  :  viz. 


Ju  th«  I^dtr  ot  Wakefield  doa  know  : 
For  he  brought  Adun  Bell,  and  Clim  of  the  Cloagh, 

And  William  >  Clowd^dee 
To  ihoot  wiih  our  Foieiler  fbt  Gin;  muk ; 
And  our  Forester  best  thsm  sll  ibttn. 

CcOeet.  r/OU  BaOadi,  1727,  'ol.  L  p.  £7. 
This  seems  to  prore  that  they  were  commonly  thought  to 
have  lived  before  the  popular  hero  of  Sherwood. 

Our  northern  archers  were  not  unknown  to  their 
goutbem  countrymen,  their  eicellence  at  the  long-bow  is 
often  alluded  to  by  our  ancient  poets.  Sbakspeare,  in 
hii  comedy  of  Much  Ado  about  Nothing,  act  i.,  makes 
Benedicke  confirm  his  resolves  of  not  yielding  to  love 
by  this  protestation,  "  If  I  do,  hang  me  in  a  bottle  like  a 
(,'at',  and  shoot  at  me  ;  and  he  that  hits  me,  let  him  be 
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cUpt  on  the  thoulder  sod  called  Adam :"  meaniag  Adam 
Belt,  as  Theobald  rigbtlj-  obterves,  who  refera  to  one  or 
ttro  other  passages  in  our  old  poets  wherein  ba  is  men- 
tioned. The  Oxford  editor  has  also  well  coDJectured  that 
"  Abraham  Cupd,"  in  Romeo  and  JtUiet,  act  ii.  sc  1,  should 
be  "Adam  Cupid,"  in  allusion  to  our  archer.  Ben  Jobmb 
baa  mentioned  Cfym  o'  the  Clough  in  his  Aldkendtt,  act  L 
sc.  2.  And  Sir  William  Davenant,  in  a  mock  poein  of 
his,  called  7%e  long  Vaeatiim  m  LoadoH,  describei  the 
attorneys  and  pructora  as  makiag  matches  to  meet  in 
F^bury-fields. 

"  WUb  loTDM  in  cuivu  bow-esM  t}^e': 

When  BiTowci  tUtk.  with  miFkle  pride ; 

like  gboMt  of  Adam  BeU  uid  ClymKU. 

Sol  Ktt  fur  fnr  thej'l  >hi»t  at  him." 

Fbrfa,  p.  291,  foL  1673. 
I  have  only  to  add  further,  concerning  the  printapal 
hero  of  this  ballad,  that  the  Bells  were  noted  rogues  in 
the  North  so  late  u  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  See 
in  Rjmer's  Fadera,  a  letter  &om  Lm-d  William  Howard 
to  some  of  the  officers  of  state,  wherein  be  mentions 

As  for  the  following'  stanzas,  which  will  be  judged 
from  the  stjle,  ortbogreph;,  and  numbers,  to  be  very 
ancient,  they  are  given  (corrected  in  some  places  by  a 
MS.  in  the  Editor's  old  folio)  from  a  black-tetter  quarto, 
Imprtntrtr  at  l^mtran  In  l,otf bocst  As  finsllsan  UToplanlt 
(no  date),  lliat  old  quarto  edition  seems  to  be  exactly 
followed  in  "  Pieces  of  Ancient  Popular  Poetry,  &c, 
Lond.  1791,"  8vo.,  the  Tariations  from  which  that  occur 
in  the  following  copy,  are  selected  from  many  others  in 

hang  up  t  cat  in  a  imall  cssk,  or  Grkln,  half  filled  with  soot ;  and 
than  a  parcel  of  clowu  on  honeback  tr;  bj  beat  out  the  endi  of 
It,  in  order  to  ihow  their  dexterity  in  eacapin^  before  the  contenta 
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the  folio  MS.  above  meutioiied  ;  and  when  distu^nished 
by  the  usual  inverted  '  comDia,'  have  been  aasUted  bj 
coiuecture. 

In  the  sBioe  MS.  thU  ballad  b  followed  by  another, 
entitled  Young  ClomUilee,  being  a  continuation  of  the 
present  story,  and  redting  the  adventures  of  William  of 
Qondesly'B  sod  :  but  greatly  inferior  to  this  both  in  merit 
and  antiquity. 

PART  THE  FIRST. 

Mesy  it  voB  in  the  grene  fo^t 

Amonge  the  levds  gieue, 
Wheras  men  hunt  east  and  west 

Wyth  bowea  and  anowea  kene  ; 

To  raise  the  dere  out  of  theyr  denne ;  5 

Suche  sightes  hatli  ofle  bene  aene ; 
As  by  thre  yemen  of  the  north  countrSy, 

By  them  it  is  I  meane. 

The  one  of  tJiem  hight  Adam  Bel, 

The  other  Clym  of  the  Clough  *,  10 

The  thyrd  was  WilliMn  of  Cloudesly, 

An  archer  good  ynough. 

They  were  outlawed  for  venyaoa. 

These  yemen  everychone ; 
They  swore  them  brethren  upon  a  day,  15 

To  Englyahe  wood  for  to  gone. 
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Now  litb  and  lyaten,  geotylinen, 
That  of  myrtbes  loveth  to  here  : 

Two  of  them  were  single  men, 
The  thiid  had  a  wedded  flere. 

Wyllyam  was  the  wedded  mai^ 
Muche  more  then  was  hjrg  care : 

He  sayde  to  hys  brethren  upon  a  day. 
To  Carleile  he  would  fare. 

For  to  speke  with  fayre  Alyce  his  wife. 

And  with  hys  chyldren  thre. 
By  my  trouth,  sayde  Adam  Bel, 

Not  by  the  comiaell  of  me  : 

For  if  ye  go  to  Carlile,  brother. 
And  &om  thys  wylde  wode  wende, 

If  that  the  justice  may  you  take, 
Yonr  lyfe  were  at  an  ende. 

If  that  I  come  not  to-morrowe,  brother, 

By  pryme  to  you  agayne, 
TruBte  you  then  that  I  am  '  taken' 

Or  else  that  I  am  slayne. 

He  toke  hya  leave  of  hys  brethren  two. 

And  to  Carlile  he  is  gon : 
There  be  knocked  at  his  owne  winddwe 

Shortlye  and  anone. 

Tcr.  34,  CaerU  in  F.c.  fmia.  V.  35,  Uke.  P.c. 
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Wher  be  you,  fayre  Alyce,  he  sayd, 

My  wife  and  chyldren  thiee  7 
Lyghtly  let  in  thyne  owne  husbande, 

Wyllyam  of  Cloudeslee. 

Alas  !  then  sayde  fayre  Alyce, 

And  Byghed  wonderoiu  sore, 
rhya  place  hath  ben  besette  for  you 

Thys  ha]fe  a  yere  and  more. 

Now  am  I  here,  sayde  Cloudeslee, 

I  would  that  in  I  were  i 
Now  fetche  us  meate  and  drynke  ynoughe, 

And  let  us  make  good  chere. 

She  fetched  hym  meate  and  drynke  plentye, 

Lyke  a  true  wedded  wyfe  ; 
And  pleased  hym  with  that  she  had, 

Whome  she  loved  as  her  lyfe. 

There  lay  an  old  wyfe  in  that  place, 

A  lytle  besyde  the  fyre, 
Whych  Wyllyam  had  found  of  charytyS 

More  than  seven  yere. 

Up  she  rose,  and  forth  shee  goes, 

Evill  mote  shee  speede  therfore ; 
For  shee  had  sett  no  foote  on  groimd 

In  seven  yere  before. 


ifdb,  Google 


AN1>  WILLIAM   OF   CLOUDESLV.  103 

She  went  unto  the  justice  hall,  GH 

Aa  &st  as  she  could  hye  : 
Thys  night,  shee  sayd,  is  come  to  town 

Wyllyam  of  Cloudesly^. 

Thereof  the  justice  was  full  fayne, 

And  so  was  the  shiriie  also  :  70 

Thou  shalt  not  trauaile  hither,  dame,  for  nought. 

Thy  meed  thou  shalt  hare  ere  thou  go. 

They  gave  lo  her  a  ryght  good  goune 

Of  scarlate,  '  and  of  graine  :' 
She  toke  the  gyA,  and  home  she  wente,  73 

And  couched  her  doune  agayne. 

They  rayaed  the  towne  of  mery  Carleile 

In  all  the  haste  they  can ; 
And  came  throngii^  to  Wyllyames  house. 

As  fast  as  they  might  gone.  80 

Theie  they  besette  that  good  yeman 

Round  ahout  on  every  syde  : 
Wyllyam  hearde  great  noyse  of  folkes 

That  thither-ward  fast  hyed. 

Alyce  opened  a  backe  wyndflwe  85 

And  loked  all  aboute, 
She  was  ware  of  the  justice  and  shirife  bothe, 

Wyth  a  fiill  great  route. 

Ter.  85,  aic  MS.,  iliop  ninJow.  p.c. 
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Alas  !  treason,  cryed  Alyce, 

Ever  wo  may  thou  be  ! 
Goe  into  my  chamber,  husband,  she  sayd, 

Swete  Wyllyam  of  Cloudeslee. 

He  toke  hys  sweard  and  hys  buder, 
Mys  bow  and  hys  chyldren  tUre, 

And  wente  into  hya  strai^Bt  chamber. 
Where  he  thought  surest  to  be. 

Fayre  Alyce,  like  a  lover  true. 

Took  &  pollaxe  in  her  hande  : 

.Said,  He  shall  dye  that  cometh  in 

Thya  dore,  whyle  I  may  stand. 

Cloudeslee  bente  a  right  good  bowe. 

That  was  of  a  trusty  tre. 
He  smote  the  justise  on  the  brest. 

That  hys  arowe,  brest  in  three. 

'  A'  curse  on  his  harte,  saide  William, 

Thys  day  thy  cote  dyd  on  ! 
If  it  had  ben  no  better  then  myne. 

It  had  gone  nere  thy  bone. 

Yelde  the  Gloudesl^,  sayd  the  justise, 
And  thy  bowe  and  thy  arrowes  the  fro, 

'  A '  curse  on  hys  bait,  sayd  fair  Alyce, 
That  my  husband  councelleth  so. 
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Set  fyre  <m  the  house,  saide  the  iheriie, 

S;th  it  wyll  no  better  be. 
And  brenne  we  therin  William,  he  saide,  t^^ 

Hys  wyie  and  chyldren  thre. 

They  fyred  the  house  in  many  a  place, 

The  tyre  flew  up  on  hye  : 
Alas  I   then  cryed  &yre  Alice, 

I  Be  we  here  Bball  dye.  120 

William  openyd  a  backe  wyndctw, 

That  was  in  hys  chamber  hie. 
And  there  with  sheetes  he  did  let  downe 

His  wyfe  and  chyldren  thre. 

Have  you  here  my  treasure,  sayde  William,     125 

My  wyfe  and  my  chyldren  thre : 
For  Christ^s  love  do  them  no  harme. 

But  wreke  you  all  on  me. 

Wyllyam  shot  so  wondrous  weU, 

Tyll  hys  arrowes  were  all  agoe,  130 

And  the  fjn  so  fast  upcm  hym  feU, 

That  hys  bowstryng  brent  in  two. 

The  sparkles  brent  and  fell  upon 

Good  Wyllyam  of  Cloudesl^  : 
Than  was  he  a  wofull  man,  and  sayde,  135 

This  is  a  cowardes  death  to  me. 
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Leever  had  I,  sayde  Wyllyain, 

With  my  aworde  in  the  route  to  leime, 
Then  here  among  myne  enemyes  node 
.   Thus  cruelly  to  brea.  1^ 

He  toke  hys  sweard  and  h3Pa  buckler. 

And  among  them  all  he  ran. 
Where  the  people  were  moBt  in  piece, 

He  smot  downe  many  a  maiu 

There  myght  no  man  abyde  hys  atroakes,         H 

So  fersly  on  them,  he  ran  : 
Then  they  threw  wyndowea,  aiid  dores  on  him, 

And  so  toke  that  good  yemtUi. 

There  they  hym  bounde  both  hand  and  fote, 
And  in  deepe  dungeon  him  cast :  IS 

Now  Cloudesle,  sayd  the  justice. 
Thou  shalt  be  hanged  in  hast 

'  A  payre  of  new  gallowea,  aayd  the  sherife, 

Now  shal  I  for  the  make  ;' 
And  the  gates  of  Carleil  shal  be  shutte  :  15 

No  man  shal  crane  in  therat. 

Then  shall  not  faelpe  Clym  of  the  Clou^e, 
Nor  yet  shall  Adam  Bell, 

V.  161,  nc  MS.,  lifS  jilitlcn.  P.c.     V.  153, «,  are  canlnoted  frai 
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Though  they  came  with  a  thousand  mo. 
Nor  aU  the  devek  in  hell. 

Early  in  the  momynge  the  justice  uprose, 

To  the  gates  first  gan  he  gone, 
And  commannded  to  be  shut  fiill  close 

Lightil^  everychone. 

Then  went  fae  to  the  markett  place, 

As  &st  as  he  coulde  hye ; 
There  a  payre  of  new  gallowes  he  set  up 

Besyde  the  pyllorye. 

A  lytle  hoy  '  amcmge  them  asked,' 

What  meaneth  that  gallow-tre  ? 
They  sayde  to  hai^  a  good  yeman, 

Called  Wyllyam  of  Clondesli. 

That  lytle  bc^e  was  the  towne  swyne-heard. 

And  kept  fayre  Alyces  swyne  ; 
Oft  he  had  seene  William  in  the  wodde, 

And  geuen  hym  there  to  dyne. 

He  went  out  att  a  crevis  in  the  wall. 
And  lightly  to  the  woode  dyd  gone  ; 

There  met  he  with  these  wi^tye  yemen 
Shortly  and  anone. 
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Alas !  then  sayde  that  lytle  boye, 

Ye  tary  here  all  to  longe  ; 
Cloudealee  ia  takeo,  and  dampoed  to  death, 
•    All  readye  for  to  honge. 

Alas  !  then  sayd  good  Adam  Bell,  I8d 

That  ever  we  see  thys  daye ! 
He  had  better  with  us  have  taryed, 

So  often  aa  we  dyd  hym  praye. 

He  mygfat  have  dndt  in  grene  fer^te, 

Under  the  shadowes  greene,  190 

And  have  kepte  bodi  hym  and  us  att  leste. 
Out  of  all  trouble  and  teene. 

Adam  bent  a  ryght  good  bow, 

A  great  hart  sone  hee  had  alayne  ; 
Take  that,  chylde,  he  eayde,  to  thy  dynner,      195 

And  bryng  me  mine  arrowe  agayne. 

Now  go  we  hence,  sayed  these  wightye  yeomen, 

Tary  we  no  longer  here  ; 
We  shall  hym  borowe  by  God  his  grace. 

Though  we  bye  itt  fidl  dere.  200 

To  Caerleil  wente  these  good  yemen, 
All  in  a  momyng  of  maye. 
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Here  »  a  ttt*  of  Cloudeslye, 
And  another  is  foi  to  saye. 

PART  THE  SECOND. 
And  when  they  came  to  nuery  Carleile, 

All  in  '  the '  momyng  tyde, 
They  founde  the  gates  shut  them  untyll 

About  on  every  syde. 

Alas  !  then  sayd  good  Adam  Bell, 
That  ever  we  were  made  men  ! 

These  gates  be  shut  bo  wonderous  &st, 
We  may  not  come  therein. 

Then  bespake  him  Clym  of  the  Clough, 
Wyth  a  wyle  we  wyl  us  in  bryng ; 

Let  us  aaye  we  be  messengers, 

Streyght  come  nowe  &om  our  king. 

Adam  said,  I  have  a  letter  written, 

Now  let  us  wysely  werke, 
We  wyl  saye  we  have  the  kynges  aeale ; 

I  holde  the  porter  no  clerke. 

Then  Adam  Bell  bete  on  the  gates 
With  strokes  great  and  atronge, 

The  porter  marvelled  who  was  iheiat, 
And  to  the  gates  he  thronge, 

•  S«e  Gtau. . 
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Who  is  there  nowe,  sayde  the  porter, 

That  maketh  all  thys  knockinge  ? 
We  be  tow  messengers,  quoth  Clim  of  the  Clough, 

Be  come  ryght  from  our  kyng. 

We  have  a  letter,  sayd  Adam  Bel,  23 

To  the  justice  we  must  itt  bryng  ; 
Let  us  in  our  message  to  do. 

That  we  were  agayne  to  the  kyng. 

Here  commeth  twme  in,  sayd  the  porter. 

By  hym  that  dyed  on  a  tre,  30 

Tyll  a  false  thefe  be  hanged  up, 
CaUed  Wyllyam  of  Cloudeslg. 

Then  spake  the  good  yeman  Clym  of  the  Clough, 

And  swore  by  Mary  fre. 
And  if  that  we  stande  long  wythout,  35 

Lyk  a  thefe  hanged  thou  shalt  be. 

Lo  !  here  we  hare  the  kyng^  seale  : 

What,  Luiilen,  art  ihou  wode  7 
The  portei  went*  it  had  ben  so. 

And  ly^tly  dyd  offhys  hode.  40 

T.38,Lcir<lafH.  r.O. 

t  i.1.  mened,  liou^,  (whicb  l*at  it  tfac  retding  of  the  felie 
MB.)  Culiii  01  Boucn  «u  Ukin  trom  th«  Eogliih  bf  iboiriiig 
Ihe  gonmar,  vhs  conld  not  retd,  ■  letter  with  the  Idng't  ual, 
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Welcome  is  my  lordes  seale,  he  saide  ; 

For  that  ye  shall  come  in. 
He  opened  the  gate  Aill  shortlye ; 

An  euyl  openyng  for  him. 

Now  are  we  in,  aayde  Adam  Bell, 

Whereof  we  are  full  iaine ; 
But  Cludst  he  knones,  that  harowed  hell, 

How  we  shall  com  out  agayne. 

Had  we  the  keys,  said  Cllm  of  the  Clough, 
Ryght  wel  then  shoulde  we  spede, 

Then  might  we  come  out  wel  ynough 
When  we  se  tyme  and  nede. 

They  called  the  porter  to  counsell, 

And  wnuig  his  necke  in  two. 
And  caste  hyra  in  a  depe  d(»ge(»i. 

And  toke  hys  keys  hym  fro. 

Now  am  1  porter,  sayd  Adam  Bel, 

Se  brother  the  keys  are  here. 
The  wCtrst  porter  to  merry  Carleile 

That  *  the'  had  thys  hundred  yere. 

And  now  wyll  we  our  bowes  bend. 

Into  thetowne  wyll  we  go, 
For  to  delyuer  our  dere  brother, 

That  lyeth  in  care  and  wo. 
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Then  they  bent  theyr  good  ewe  bowes,  65 

And  loked  theyr  striogeB  were  round*, 

The  markett  place  in  mery  Caileile 
They  beset  that  stouod. 

And,  M  they  loked  them  besyde, 

A  paire  of  newgalowea  'they'  see,  70 

And  the  jtutice  with  a  quest  of  squyen, 

Had  judged  William  hanged  to  be. 

And  Cloudesld  lay  ledy  there  in  a  cart, 

Fast  bound  both  fote  and  hande  ; 
And  a  BtitH^  rop  about  hys  necke,  75 

All  readjre  for  to  hange. 

The  justice  called  to  him  a  ladde, 
Cloudesleea  clothes  hee  ahold  have. 

To  take  the  measure  of  that  yem^ 

Therafter  to  make  hya  grave.  80 

I  have  sene  as  great  mervaile,  said  Cloudeale, 

Ah  betweyne  thys  and  pryme, 
He  that  maketh  a  grave  for  mee 

Hymselfe  may  lye  ^rin. 

Thou  speakeat  proudlye,  said  the  justice,  85 

I  shall  thee  hange  with  my  hande. 

•  8o  Aichun  in  hi)  Tamplaliii,  gina  ft  pneept;  "The  Itringe 
mntl  b«  niundo,"  (p.  liS,  cd.  17S1):  Dtbcrwjfe,  vb  mij  conclude 
from  m«hu]icml  prindple^  the  arrow  will  not  flj  bue. 
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Full  wel  herd  this  his  brethren  two. 
There  styll  as  they  did  stande. 

Then  Cloudesiit  cast  big  e;en  asyde, 
And  saw  hys  *  brethren  twaine ' 

At  a  corner  of  the  market  place, 
Redy  the  justice  for  to  slaine. 

I  se  comfort,  sayd  Cloudesl^, 

Yet  hope  I  well  to  fare. 
If  I  might  have  my  handes  at  wyll 

Ryght  lytle  wolde  I  care. 

Then  spake  good  Adam  Bell 
To  Clym  of  the  Clough  so  free. 

Brother,  se  you  marke  the  justyce  wel ; 
Lo  I  yonder  you  may  him  se  : 

And  at  the  sh3nife  shote  I  wyll 
Strongly  wyth  arrowe  kene  ; 

A  better  ihote  in  mery  Carleile 
Thys  seven  yere  was  not  sene. 


They  loosed  their  arrowes  both  at  once,  1 0 

Of  no  man  had  they  dread  ; 
The  ooe  byt  die  justice,  the  other  the  sheryfe, 

That  both  theyr  sides  gan  hlede. 

T.  lOi,  lowKd  Ihn.  F.C  V.  lOB,  cm  Ued.  H3. 
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All  men  voyded,  that  ihetn  Btode  aye, 
When  the  justice  fell  to  the  grounde, 

And  the  gheriie  nye  hym  by  ; 
Eytber  had  his  deathes  wounde. 

AU  the  citezem  fast  gan  flye, 
They  durst  no  longer  abyde : 

There  lyghtly  they  loosed  Cloudeslee, 
Where  he  with  ropes  lay  ^de. 

Wyllyam  start  to  an  officer  of  the  towne, 
Hys  axe  '  from  '  hys  hande  he  wronge, 

On  eche  syde  he  smote  them  downe 
Hee  thought  he  taryed  to  loi^. 

Wyllyam  sayde  to  hys  brethien  two, 
Thys  daye  let  us  lyve  and  de. 

If  ever  jou  have  nede,  as  I  have  now. 
The  same  shall  you  finde  by  me. 

They  shot  so  well  in  that  tyde, 

Theyr  stringes  were  of  sQke  fill  sufe, 

That  they  kept  the  stretes  on  every  side ; 
That  batayle  did  long  endure. 

The  fought  together  aa  brethren  true, 

Lyke  hardy  men  and  bolde, 
Many  a  man  to  the  ground  they  threw, 

And  many  a  herte  made  colde. 
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But  when  their  arrowes  were  all  gon, 

Men  preced  to  them  full  fiist, 
They  drew  theyr  swordis  then  anone,  135 

And  &eyr  bowes  from  them  they  cast. 

They  went  lyghtlye  on  theyr  way, 

Wyth  swordes  and  buclers  round ; 
By  that  it  waa  mydd  of  the  day, 

They  made  many  a  wound.  140 

There  was  many  an  ont-home '  in  Carleil  blowen. 

And  the  belles  bacwiird  dyd  ryng, 
Many  a  woman  sayde,  Alas  ! 

And  many  theyr  handes  dyd  wryng. 

The  mayre  of  Carleile  forth  was  com,  145 

Wyth  hym  a  fid  great  route : 
These  yemen  dred  hym  full  sore. 

Of  theyr  lyves  they  atode  in  doute. 

The  mayre  came  armed  a  Ml  great  pace. 

With  a  pollaxe  in  hya  hande  j  150 

Many  a  strtmg  man  wyth  htm  was, 
There  in  that  atowre  to  stande. 

Tlie  mayre  smot  at  Cloudesl^  with  his  bil, 
Hys  bucler  he  brast  in  two, 
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Full  many  a  yeman  witii  great  evyll, 
Alas  !  Treason  they  cryed  for  wo. 

Kepe  we  tLe  gates  fast,  they  bad, 
That  these  traytonre  thereont  not  go. 

But  al  for  nougbt  was  that  they  wrought, 
For  so  fast  they  downe  were  layde, 

Tyll  they  all  dire,  that  so  roanfulli  fought. 
Were  gotten  without,  abraide. 

Have  here  your  keys,  sayd  Adam  Bel, 

Myne  office  I  here  forsake. 
And  yf  you  do  by  my  counaell 

A  new  porter  do  ye  make. 

He  threw  tbeyr  keys  at  theyi  heads. 
And  bad  them  well  to  thryve  *, 

And  all  that  letteth  any  good  yemaa 
To  come  and  comfort  his  wyfe. 

Thus  be  these  good  yemen  gon  to  the  wod. 
And  lyghdy,  as  lefe  on  lynde ; 

The  lou^  and  be  mery  in  theyr  mode, 
Theyr  enemyes  were  ferr  behynd 

And  when  they  came  to  Ei^lyshe  wode, 
Under  the  trusty  tre, 

V.  175,  inerrr  grem  wooJ.  MS. 
•  Thi>  it  tpokcn  ironicBllj. 
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There  they  found  bowea  Ml  good, 
And  arrowes  Aill  great  plentye. 


So  God  me  help,  sayd  Adam  Bell, 
And  Clym  of  the  Clough  so  fre, 

I  would  we  were  in  mery  Carleile, 
Before  that  &yre  meynye. 

They  set  them  downe,  and  made  good  chere, 

And  eate  and  dranke  tiill  well. 
A  second  fyt  of  the  wightye  yeomen. 

Another  I  wyll  you  tell. 


PART  THE  THIED. 
As  they  aat  in  Englyshe  wood. 

Under  the  green-wode  tre, 
They  thought  diey  herd  a  woman  wepe. 

But  her  they  moi^ht  not  ae. 

Sore  then  lyghed  the  fayre  Alyce : 

'  That  ever  I  sawe  thys  day ! ' 
For  nowe  is  my  dere  husband  slayne  : 

Alas !  and  weUa-way  ! 

Myght  I  have  spoken  with  hys  dere  brethien, 

'  Or  with  eyther  of  them  twayne. 

To  shew  to  diem  what  him  befell, 

My  hart  were  out  of  payne. 

V.  IBS,  Sfe  |«rt  i.  ver.  197. 
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Cloudesld  walked  a  lytle  bende, 

He  looked  under  the  grene  wood  lynde, 

He  WB<  ware  of  hia  wife,  and  chyldren  dnee,     15 
Full  no  in  harte  and  mynde. 

Welcome,  wyfe,  then  sayde  Wyllyam, 

Under  '  tlriB '  truati  ire  : 
I  had  nende  yesterdaye,  by  iwete  saynt  John, 

Thou  sholdeat  me  never  '  have '  se.  20 

"  Now  well  is  me  that  ye  he  here. 

My  harte  is  out  of  wo." 
Dame,  he  sayde,  be  meiy  and  glad, 

And  thanke  my  brethren  two. 

Herof  to  speake,  said  Adam  Bdl,  25 

I-wis  it  is  no  bote : 
The  meate,  that  we  must  supp  witball, 

It  runneth  yet  fiiat  on  fote. 

Then  went  they  downe  into  a  launde, 

These  noble  archares  all  dire  j  30 

Eche  of  them  slew  a  hart  of  greece. 

The  best  that  they  cold  se. 

Have  here  the  best,  Alyce,  my  wyfe, 

Sayde  Wyllyam  of  Clondeslye  ; 
By  cause  ye  so  bouldly  slode  by  me  35 

When  I  was  slayne  iull  nye. 

Y.  20,  lurer  lud  m.  r.c.  ud  Ha 
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Then  went  they  to  suppere 

Wyth  Buche  meate  as  they  had  j 

And  thanked  God  of  ther  fortune  : 
They  wer  both  mery  and  glad. 

And  when  they  had  supped  well, 

Certayne  wydiouten  lease, 
CloudesU  sayd,  We  wylt  to  our  kyng, 

To  get  us  a  charter  of  peace. 

Alyce  Bhal  be  at  our  sojoumyi^ 

In  a  nunnery  here  besyde  ; 
My  tow  sonnes  shall  wyth  her  go. 

And  there  they  shall  abyde. 

Myne  eldest  son  shall  go  wytb  me  ; 

For  hym  have  '  you'  no  care  : 
And  he  shall  breng  you  worde  agayn, 

How  that  we  do  fare. 

Thus  be  these  yemen  to  London  gone. 
As  fast  as  they  myght '  he',' 

Tyll  they  came  to  the  kynges  pallace, 
Where  they  woulde  nedes  be. 

And  whan  they  came  to  the  kynges  cour 
Unto  the  pallace  gate, 

T.  50,  hmve  I  no  cue.  rj), 
■  f,  «.  his,  huten. 
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Of  no  man  wold  tliey  uke  no  leave, 

But  boldly  went  in  tberat.  t 

They  preced  prestly  into  the  hall, 

Of  no  man  had  diey  dreade  ; 
The  porter  canoe  after,  and  dyd  them  call, 

And  with  them  gan  to  chyde. 

The  usher  sayde,  Yemen,  what  wold  ye  have  ?  ( 

I  pray  you  tell  to  roe  : 
You  myght  thus  make  ofiycers  ahent : 

Good  ayre,  of  whence  be  ye  ? 

Syr,  we  be  out-lawee  of  the  forest 

Certayne  withouten  lease  ;  ' 

And  hether  we  be  come  to  our  kynge. 

To  get  us  a  charter  of  peace. 

And  whan  they  came  before  the  kyng, 

Ab  it  was  the  lawe  of  the  lande, 
The  kneled  downe  without  lettyng,  1 

And  eche  held  up  his  hand. 

The  sayed.  Lord,  we  beseche  the  here. 

That  ye  wyll  graunt  u«  grace  ; 
For  we  have  slayne  your  ht  falow  dere 

In  many  a  sondry  place.  t 

What  be  your  nama,  then  said  our  king, 
Anone  that  you  tell  me  1 
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They  uyd,  Adam  Bell,  Clim  of  the  Cloug^, 
And  Wyllyam  of  Cloudesl^. 

Be  ye  those  tbeves,  then  sayd  our  kyng, 
That  men  have  tolde  of  to  me  ? 

Here  to  God  I  make  an  avowe, 
Ye  shal  be  hanged  al  thre. 

Ye  shal  be  dead  without  metcjr, 

Aa  I  am  kynge  of  this  lande. 
He  commandeth  his  officers  eTerichone, 

Fast  on  them  to  lay  bande. 

There  they  toke  these  good  yemen, 

And  arested  them  al  thre : 
So  may  I  thryve,  aayd  Adam  Bell, 

Thys  game  lyketh  not  me. 

But,  good  lorde,  we  beseche  you  now, 

That  yee  graunt  us  grace, 
Insomuche  as  '  frelS'  to  you  we  come, 

*  As  frely'  we  may  fro  you  passe. 

With  Buch  weapons  as  we  have  here, 
Tyll  we  be  out  of  your  place  ; 

And  yf  we  lyve  this  hundredi  yere. 
We  wyll  aske  you  no  grace. 

Ye  speake  proudly,  sayd  the  kyiige  ; 
Ye  shall  be  hanged  all  thre. 


<i„Google 


182  ADAM   BEEL,  CLTH   OF   THB  CtOOOH, 

That  were  great  pitye,  then  asyd  the  quene, 
If  any  grace  myght  be. 

My  lorde,  whan  I  came  fyrat  into  this  lande 

To  be  your  wedded  wyfe, 
The  fynt  boone  that  I  wold  aske, 

Ye  would  graiiRt  it  me  belyfe  : 

And  I  never  asked  ntme  tyll  now  ; 

Therefore,  good  lorde,  graunt  it  tae. 
Now  Bske  it,  madam,  sayd  the  kynge, 

And  graunted  it  slial  be. 

Then,  good  my  lord,  I  yon  beseche, 

These  yemen  graunt  ye  me. 
Madame,  ye  might  have  asked  a  boone. 

That  shuld  have  been  worth  them  all  thre. 

Ye  myght  have  asked  towres,  and  towDea, 

Porkea  and  forestes  jJent^. 
None  Boe  pleasant  to  my  pay,  shee  sayd  ; 

Nor  none  bo  lefe  to  me. 

Madame,  sith  it  is  your  desyre. 
Your  askyng  graunted  shal  be  7 

But  I  had  lever  have  given  you 
Good  market  townes  thre. 

V.  lit,  119,  nc  MS.,  bowos.  r.c 
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The  queoe  was  a  glad  woman, 

And  Bayde,  Lord,  giamarcy :  I 

I  dare  undertake  for  them. 

That  true  men  slial  diej  be. 

But  good  my  lord,  speke  som  mery  word, 

That  comfort  they  may  se. 
I  gramit  you  grace,  then  sayd  our  king  ;  1 

Washe,  felos,  and  to  meate  go  ye. 

They  had  not  setten  but  a  wbyle 

Certayne  without  lesynge, 
There  came  meaaeagesn  out  of  the  north 

With  letters  to  our  kyng.  1 

And  whan  the  came  before  the  kynge, 
They  knelt  downe  on  dieyr  kne  ; 

And  sayd,  Lotd,  your  officers  grete  you  well, 
Of  Carleile  in  tbe  north  cun&&. 

How  fareth  my  justice,  sayd  die  kyng. 

And  my  shcrife  also  } 
Syr,  they  be  slayne  without  lessyi^e. 

And  many  an  officer  mo. 

Who  hath  them  alayne,  sayd  the  kyng  ; 

Anone  thou  tell  to  me  ? 
"Adam  Bell,  and  Clime  of  the  Clough, 

And  WyllyBm  of  Cloudesle." 

T.  130,  G<H)  ■  marcia   MS. 
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Alas  for  rewth !  then  Hyd  our  kynge : 

My  hart  is  nonderouB  soie ; 
I  had  lever  than  a  thousande  paunde, 

I  had  knowne  of  thys  before ; 

For  I  have  graunted  them  grace, 

And  that  fbrlhynketh  me : 
But  had  1  knoime  all  thya  before, 

They  had  been  hanged  all  thre. 

The  kyng  hee  opened  the  letter  anonei 
Himselfe  he  red  it  thro, 
.    And  fbuode  how  these  outlawea  had  slain 
Thre  hundred  men  and  mo : 

Fyrst  the  jus^ce,  and  the  sheryfe. 
And  the  mayre  of  Carleile  tonne : 

Of  all  the  cODstahlea  and  catchipoUes 
Alyve  were  '  scant'  left  one : 

The  baylyes,  and  the  bedyls  both. 
And  the  sergeauntes  of  the  law, 

And  forty  fosters  of  the  fe. 
These  outlawes  had  yslaw : 

And  broke  his  parks,  and  slayne  his  dere  ; 

Of  all  they  chose  the  beat ; 
So  perelous  oat-lawes,  as  they  were, 

Walked  not  by  easte  nor  west. 

V.  16S,  left  bat  me.  US.,  Dol  «ie.  P.C 
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AND  WILLIAM  OF   CLOUDKSLT. 

Vlhen  die  kynge  this  letter  h»A  red, 
la  hys  harte  be  syghed  sore  : 

Take  up  the  tables  aume  he  bad. 
For  I  may  eat  no  more. 

The  kyt^  called  hys  best  archara 
To  the  buttea  vyth  hym  to  go  ; 

I  wyll  se  these  ielowes  shote,  he  sayd. 
In  the  north  have  wrought  this  wo. 

The  kynges  bowmoi  buske  them  blyre, 
And  the  quenee  archers  also; 

So  dyd  these  thte  wyghtye  yemen ; 
With  them  they  thought  to  go. 

There  twyse,  or  thryae  they  shote  about 

For  to  assay  theyr  hande  ; 
There  was  no  shote  these  yemen  shot, 

That  any  prycke  \  m^fat  stand. 

Then  spake  WyLyam  of  CloudeBlg; 

By  him  that  for  me  dyed, 
I  hold  hym  never  no  good  archar, 

That  sboteth  at  bnttes  «o  wyde. 

'  At  what  a  bntte  now  wold  ye  shote,' 

I  pray  thee  tell  to  me  ? 
At  Buche  a  but,  syr,  he  sayd, 

As  men  use  in  my  country. 

V.  186,  hlylhe,  MS.  '  i.  «.  uurt. 
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Wyllyam  wente  into  a  tyeli. 

And  '  with  him'  his  two  brethren  ; 

There  they  set  up  two  hasell  roddes 
Full  twenty  score  betwene. 

I  hold  him  an  archar,  said  Cloudesli,  20 

That  yonder  wande  cleveth  in  Invo. 

Here  is  none  suche,  sayd  the  kyag, 
Nor  none  that  can  so  do. 

I  shaU  asssye,  lyr,  aayd  CloudeslS, 

Or  that  I  farther  go.  21 

Cloudesly  with  a  bearjn^  arowe 

Clave  the  wand  in  two. 

Thou  art  the  beat  archer,  then  said  the  king. 

For  aothe  diat  ever  I  se. 
And  yet  for  yow  lore,  Bayd  Wyllyam,  21 

1  wyll  do  more  mayatery. 

I  have  a  sonne  is  seven  yere  olde. 

He  is  to  me  full  deare  ; 
I  wyll  hym  tye  to  a  stake ; 

AU  shall  se,  diat  be  here ;  2i 

And  lay  an  apple  upcm  hys  head, 
And  go  syxe  score  hym  fro, 

V.  aoa,  203, 212,  w,  P.c.  V.  204,  twraity  >core  pieei.  r 

f.  <.  400  TUfU.  T.  208,  nc  IfS^  nime  IhU  aa.  p 

r.  323,  nx-«con  pwm  r.c,  t  (.  120  jtii: 
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And  I  my  ae\te  widi  a  brode  arow 
Shall  clere  die  apple  in  two. 

Now  haste  the,  then  sayd  the  kyng, 
By  hym  thaf  dyed  on  a  tie, 

But  yf  thou  do  not,  as  thou  best  Myde, 
Hanged  sbalt  thou  be. 

And  thou  touche  his  head  or  gowne. 

In  ayght  that  men  may  »e. 
By  all  the  sayntes  that  be  in  heaven, 

I  shall  hange  you  all  thre. 

That  I  have  promiaed,  said  William, 

That  I  vryll  never  forsake. 
And  there  even  before  the  kynge 

In  the  earth  he  drove  a  stake ; 

And  bound  therto  his  ddnt  s«me, 
And  bad  hym  stand  styll  thereat ; 

And  turned  the  childea  face  him  fro. 
Because  he  should  not  start. 

An  apple  upon  his  head  he  set, 
And  then  his  bowe  he  bent : 

Syxe  score  paces  they  were  meaten, 
And  thethei  Cloudesl^  wenL 

V.2*3,ucM3.,ontni«.M. 
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There  he  drew  out  a  fayr  brode  arrowe,  i 

Hyi  bowe  was  great  aiid  longe. 
He  set  that  arrows  in  his  bowe, 

That  was  both  styffe  and  stroi^. 

He  prayed  the  people,  that  wer  there, 

That  they  '  alt  still  wold'  stand,  i 

For  he  that  ghotetb  for  such  a  wager, 
Behoveth  a  stedikst  hand. 

Muc^e  people  prayed  for  Cloudesl^, 
That  his  lyfe  saved  myght  be,  ' 

And  whan  he  made  hym  redy  to  shote,  i 

There  waa  many  weeping  ee. 

*  But'  Cloudeslfe  cleft  the  apple  in  two, 

'  His  Sonne  he  did  not  nee.' 
Over  Gods  forbode,  sayde  the  kii%^ 

That  thou  shold  shote  at  me.  S 

1  geve  thee  eightene  pence  a  day, 

And  my  bowe  shalt  thou  bere. 
And  over  all  the  north  countre 

I  make  the  chyfe  ryd^. 

And  I  thyrteoe  pence  a  day,  said  the  quene,    S 
By  Goni,  and  by  my  fay  ; 

V.  252,  tttBijt.  MS.       V.  366,  ind  I  geYe  the  itU  penes,  t 
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Come  feche  thy  payment  when  thou  wylt, 
No  niBn  shall  say  the  nay. 

Wyllyam,  1  make  the  a  gendeman 

Of  clothyng,  and  of  fe  ;  27< 

And  thy  two  brethren,  yemen  of  my  chambre, 

For  they  are  so  semely  to  se. 

Your  BOnne,  for  he  is  tendre  of  age, 

Of  my  wyne-seller  he  shall  be  ; 
And  when  he  commetli  to  mans  estate,  27i 

Better  araunced  shall  he  be. 

And,  Wyllyam,  bring  to  me  your  wife,  said  thi 
Me  longeth  her  aote  to  se :  [quene 

She  shall  be  my  chefe  gentlewoman. 

To  goveme  my  nurserye.  281 

The  yemen  thanketh  tLem  curteously. 

To  some  byshop  wyl  we  wend, 
Of  all  the  gynnes,  that  we  have  done. 

To  be  assoyld  at  his  hand. 

So  forth  be  gone  these  good  yemen,  28i 

As  fast  as  they  might  *  he  * ;' 
And  eAer  come  and  dwelled  with  the  kynge. 

And  dyed  good  men  all  thre. 

T.  382,  And  uyd  U  »me  Buboff  wh  mil  wend.  Ma 
■  b«,  {.  a.  hi*,  buton.    See  llit  Qloaorj. 
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THE  AOXS   LOTER 


Thus  endelh  the  Utcb  of  these  good  yemen  ; 

God  send  them  etemall  blysae. 
And  all,  that  with  a  hand-bowe  ahoteth, 

That  of  heven  they  Berermyue.     Amen. 


The  Grave-digger'a  tong  in  Hataiet,  act  v.  ia  taken  from 
three  stanzas  of  the  following  poem,  though  gresti;  alterad 
and  disguised,  as  the  aame  were  corrnpted  b;  the  ballad- 
singera  of  Shakspeare's  time  t  or  perhaps  so  designed  by 
the  poet  himselF,  the  better  to  paint  the  character  of  an 
illiterate  clo«^.  The  original  is  preserved  among  Sur- 
rey's Poems,  Bod  is  attributed  to  Lord  Vaux,  bj  George 
Gascoigne,  who  tells  us,  it  "  was  thought  by  Mine  to  be 
made  upon  his  death-bed  ;"  a  popular  error  which  he 
laughs  at.  (See  his  Ejntt.  to  Yong  Gent.  preGied  to  his 
Ponei,  157S,  4to.)  It  is  aUo  ascribed  to  Lord  Vaui  in  a 
manuscript  copy  preserved  in  the  British  Museum '.  This 
lord  was  remarkable  for  his  skill  in  drawing  feigned  man- 
ners, &c.  for'  so  1  understand  an  ancient  writer.  "  The 
Lord  Vaux  his  commendation  lyeth  chiefly  in  the  bcilitie 
of  his  meetre,  and  the  aptaesac  of  tiis  descriptions  such  a* 
he  taketh  upon  him  to  make,  namely  in  itindry  of  his 
Songs,  wherein  ha  showeth  the  amnieifaii  action  very 
lively  and  pleasantly."  Arle  of  Eng.  Poetie,  1589,  p.  &1. 
See  another  song  by  this  poet  in  vol.  u.  no.  viii. 

■  Hirl.  HSS.  num.  1703,  g  25.  The  nadii^  githtnid  fnm 
Uiiit  copj  an  diatingultfaed  hen  by  Invened  commu.  The  text 
is  printed  fniu  the  "Song^  &c.  of  the  Eul  of  Sunef  and  otlien, 
1657,  ito." 
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REKOTTHCGTB    LOVE. 

I  I.OTHB  that  I  did  We, 

In  youth  that  I  thought  awete, 

As  tirae  requires  :  for  my  behove 
Me  thinkes  they  are  not  mete. 

My  lustes  they  do  me  leave. 

My  fansiea  all  are  fled ; 
And  tract  of  time  begins  to  weave 

Gray  hearea  upon  my  hed. 

For  age  with  steling  steps, 

Hath  dawde  me  with  his  crowch, 
And  lusty  '  Youthe '  away  he  leapes, 

As  there  had  bene  none  such. 

My  muse  doth  not  delight 

Me,  as  she  did  before  : 
My  hand  and  pen  are  not  in  plight. 

As  they  have  bene  of  yore. 

For  Reason  me  denies, 

^'  All '  youthly  idle  rime  ; 
And  day  by  day  to  me  she  cries, 
Leave  off  these  toyea  in  tyme. 

The  wrinkles  in  my  brow. 
The  furrowes  in  my  fece 
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Say,  Limping  age  will  *  lodge '  him  now,  - 
Where  youth  must  geve  him  place. 

The  harbenger  of  de&th,  25 

To  me  I  se  him  ride, 
The  cough,  the  cold,  the  gasping  breath. 

Doth  bid  me  to  provide 

A  pikeax  and  a  apade. 

And  eke  a  slirowding  ehete,  30 

A  house  of  clay  for  to  be  made 

For  such  a  guest  most  mete. 

Me  thinkes  I  hear  the  clarke. 

That  knoles  the  carefidl  knell, 
And  bids  me  leave  my  '  nearye'  warke,  35 

Ere  nature  me  compeU. 

My  kepers  *  knit  the  knot. 

That  youth  doth  laugh  to  scome. 
Of  me  that  '  shall  bee  cleane '  fb^ot. 

As  I  had  '  ne'er '  been  borne.  40 

Thus  must  I  youth  geve  up, 
Whose  badge  I  long  did  weare  : 

V.  23,  sic  dd.  1583 ;  'lii  iedgt  in  ti.  1557.  hmlh  ctugbt  him.  MS. 
T.  30,  wjndyiige-itieelf .  M8.  V.  34,  bell.  MS.  T.  35, 

irofull.  p.c  T.  SB,  did.  r.c  '.  39,  clraie  diil  be.  P.c. 

T.  40,  not.  r.c 

'  Alluding  perhiqit  10  Eccle*.  x<L  S. 

Diniiiifdb,  Google 


KENOUNCBTK   LOVE. 

To  them  I  yelde  the  wanton  cup, 
That  better  may  it  beare. 

Lo  here  the  bared  skull ; 

Bjr  nhoae  bald  signe  I  know, 
That  atouping  age  away  shaU  pull 

'  What'  youthful  yeies  did  sow 

For  Beautie  with  her  band. 

These  croked  caiea  had  wrought. 

And  shipped  me  into  the  lande, 
From  whence  I  first  was  brought. 

And  ye  that  bide  behinde, 
Have  ye  none  other  trust ; 

As  ye  of  claye  were  cast  by  kinde, 
So  shall  ye  '  tume '  to  dust. 


^cjitjbajb  JnDjte  of  Hratl 

In  Shskspears's  Hamlet,  act  iL  se.  7,  the  hero  of  the 
Play  tales  occasion  to  banter  Polonius  with  some  scrapa 
or  an  old  liallad,  which  has  never  appeared  yet  in  any  col- 
lection :  for  which  reason,  as  it  is  but  short,  it  will  not 
perhaps  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader  :  who  will  also  be 
diTerted  with  the  pleasant  sbsnrdities  of  the  compositiou. 
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It  wu  retrieved  from  utter  oblivion  by  a  lady,  who  «TOte 
it  down  from  memory  as  she  had  formerly  heard  it  Buns' 
by  her  father.  I  am  indebted  for  it  to  the  friendship  of 
Mr.  Stseveiu. 

It  haa  been  said  that  the  original  ballad,  in  black-letter, 
is  among  Anthony  jk  Wood's  Collection,  in  the  Ashmolean 
Mnseua.  But,  upon  application  lately  made,  the  volume 
which  contained  ibe  song-  was  misaing,  ao  tbat  it  can  ooly 
now  be  given  as  in  the  former  edition. 

The  banter  of  Hamlet  ia  as  follows : — 

"  Hanltt. '  O  Jepliiha,  Judge  of  Iirul,'  irhat  ■  muan  faadit  tboa  I 

Fdimiu.  Wh>t  B  tnuun  bid  he,  m;  lord? 

Ham.  Why,  'Ona  fun  daughter,  and  no  mon,  The  which  be 
laved  pauiug  woll/ 

Fot.  Still  oa  my  duigliCer. 

Ham.  Am  not  I  i'  th'  riitht,  old  Jephlha  ? 

PaL  If  70U  oU  me  Jephtha,  my  lord ;  I  havo  a  duigfatcr,  that  I 
lave  pnating  well. 

Ham.  Naj,  thai  fbllawa  not. 

pa.  What  follow!  then,  my  lord  P 

Ham.  Why.'Ai  by  lot,  Gwi  wot;*  tad  then,  jou  know,  'It 
came  to  puie.  A*  moat  like  it  waa.'  The  fint  row  of  the  pana 
chanaen  will  ahew  you  more." 

Edit.  1793,  vol.  IV.  p.  13S. 


Have  you  not  heard  these  intuiy  years  ago, 

Jeptha  was  judge  of  Israel  1 
He  had  oue  only  daughter  and  no  mo, 
The  which  he  loved  passing  well ; 
And,  as  by  lott, 
God  wot, 
It  so  came  to  pass, 
As  Gods  will  was, 
Tbat  great  wars  there  should  be, 
And  none  should  be  chosen  chief  but  he. 
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And  when  he  was  appointed  judge. 

And  chieftain  of  the  company, 

A  solemn  vow  to  God  he  made  ; 

If  he  returned  with  victory. 

At  his  return, 

To  bum 

The  first  live  thing, 

That  should  meet  with  him  then, 

Off  bis  house,  when  he  shoud  return  aget 

It  came  to  pass,  the  wars  was  o'er. 

And  he  retumd  with  victory  ; 
His  dear  and  only  dau^ter  first  of  all 
Came  to  meet  her  father  fbremostly  : 
And  all  the  way 
She  did  play 
On  tabret  and  pipe, 
Full  many  a  stripe, 
With  note  so  high, 
For  joy  that  her  &ther  is  come  so  nigh. 

But  when  he  saw  his  daughter  dear 

Coming  on  most  fbremostly, 
He  wrung  his  hands,  and  tore  his  hair, 
And  cryed  out  most  piteously  ; 
Oh  !  it's  thou,  said  he. 
That  have  brought  me 
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And  troubled  me  bo, 

That  I  know  Dot  what  to  do. 

For  I  have  made  a  tow,  be  sed, 

The  which  mutt  be  replenished  :  40 

"  What  diou  hast  spoke 
Do  not  revoke : 
What  thou  hast  uid, 

Be  not  afinud :  45 

Alllto'  it  be  I ; 
Keep  promises  to  God  on  high. 

But,  dear  fetber,  grant  me  one  request, 

That  I  may  go  to  the  wilderness, 
Three  months  tbere  wilb  my  friends  to  stay ;     ^0 
There  to  bewail  my  viipnity  j 
And  let  there  be. 
Said  she,  : 

Some  two  or  three 

Young  maids  with  me."  55 

So  he  sent  het  away, 
For  to  mourn,  for  to  mourn,  till  ber  dyii^  day. 


IV. 

9  Koftsn,  JoTIj;  Kobjin. 

In  his  7W^  yig^t  Shakipeare  introdaces  the  Clown, 

singtDg  part  of  the  two  first  stanus  of  the   following' 

songp,  which  has  been  tecorered  trom  m  ancient  MS.  6( 
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Dr.  HarriDgtoD'a,  at  Bath,  preierved  among  the  many 
litenirytreMuret  Iraiumitted  to  the  iugenioiu  and  worthy 
paswaaorbfalonglineof  most  respectable  aacMton.  Of 
these,  <»ly  a  small  part  hath  been  printed  id  the  Nugee 
Jm^^wx,  3  vob.  12mo.  i  a  work  which  the  puUic  impa- 
tientlj  wishes  to  see  continued. 

The  song  is  thus  ^ven  by  Shakspeare,  act  iv,  sc.  2, 
(Malone's  edit  iv.  93.) 

"  Cloum.  Hey  Bobin,  jally  Bnbin,  [n'l^ti^.] 
Tell  me  how  thj  lidy  doei. 

Malmlio.  FooU- 

OWio.  My  Udy  ii  Dnldnd  perdj. 

Mai.  Foul— 

Cbwn.  Alu,  vbf  b  ihe  n  P 

Mai.  Fool,  I  tj— 

doom.  She  lorea  uother.    Who  cilli,  hi  P" 

Dr.  Fanner  has  coi^ectured  that  the  song  should  b^D 
thus; 

"Hej.jollyRobinleUtonie 
How  does  Ihy  l*dy  deP 
Uj  ltd  J  i)  unkind  perdj, 
Alu !  why  ii  she  »  ?  " 
But  this  emendation  is  now  superseded  by  the  proper 
readings  of  the  old  song  itself,  which  is  here  printed  from 
what  appears  the  most  ancient  of  Dr.  Harrington's  poe> 
tical  MSS.,  and  which  has,  therefore,  been  marked  No.  I. 
(lot.  p.  &e.)     That  volume  seems  to  have  been  written  in 
the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIIL,  and  as  it  contains  many 
of  the  poems  of  Sir  Thomas  Wyat,  hath  had  almost  all  the 
contents  attributed  to  him  by  maiginal  directions,  written 
with  an  old  but  later  hand,  and  not  always  rightly,  as,  I 
think,  might  be  made  t^pear  by  other  good  authorises. 
Among  the  rest,  this  soi^  is  there  attributed  to  Sir  Tho- 
mas Wyat  also ;  but  the  discerning  reader  will  probably 
judge  it  to  belong  to  a  more  obsolete  writer. 

In  the  old  MS.  to  the  third  and  fiflh  stanias  Is  prefixed 
this  title,  Reiponce,  and  to  the  fourth  and  sixth,  Le  Plmn- 
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H/:  but  in  (he  hut  iutuice  m  evidently  wrong,  that,  it 
wu  thought  better  to  omit  thew  titles,  and  to  mark  the 
chai^^  of  the  dialogue  by  inverted  commtu.  In  other 
respect*  the  MS.  ia  strictly  Followed,  except  where  aoted 
in  the  margin.  Yet  the  fint  stanzB  appears  to  be  defec- 
tive, and  it  shoold  Beem  that  a  line  u  wantii^,  unlen  the 
four  first  words  were  lengthened  in  the  tune. 


A  Robyn, 

Jolly  Robyn, 
Tell  me  how  thy  leman  doeth, 

And  thou  ahalt  knowe  of  myn. 

"  My  lady  ia  unkynde  perde." 

Alack !  why  is  she  so  ? 
"  She  loreth  an  other  better  than  me ; 

And  yet  she  will  »ay  no." 

I  fynde  no  such  douUenes ; 

I  fynde  women  true : 
My  lady  loveth  me  dowdea, 

And  will  change  for  no  newe. 

"  Thou  art  happy  while  that  doeth  last ; 

But  I  say,  as  I  fynde, 
That  women's  love  is  but  a  blast, 

And  tometh  with  the  wynde." 

Suche  folkes  can  take  no  harme  by  love, 
That  can  abide  their  torn  ; 

Ver.  4,  AM.  MS. 
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"  But  I  alas  can  no  way  prove 
In  love,  but  lake  and  mome." 

But  if  thou  wilt  avoyde  thy  harme, 

Leme  this  lessen  of  me, 
At  others  fieres  thy  selfe  to  warme, 

And  let  them  warme  with  the. 


9  dont  to  t^e  %uU  fn  fRmittkt. 
This  Eonnet  (which  u  ascribed  to  BJchard  Edwards'  in 
tbe  "  Paradise  of  Daintie  Devises,'  To.  31,  b.)  is  bj  Shalc- 
apeare  made  the  sabject  of  some  pleasant  ridicnle  in  his  ' 
Sotaeo  and  JuSft,  act  iv,  sc.  5,  where  he  introduces  Peter 
putting  this  question  to  the  Musicians  ; 

Peler.  " Why  'Silrei  Sound P'  wb;  'Maiick^  with  her 

nlvet  iouiid  P '  whu  mj  jou,  Simon  C«tling  P 

1j(  JUuikitm.  Marry,  >ir,  beciuM  uIth  huh  >  iweet  Bund. 

FA  Prottj  I  what  uj  70U,  Hugh  R«li«l»  ? 

&d  Jlfw.    1  ujf  nlrer  loand,  becuiK  Huuciani  tound  for 
dlwr. 

Ftt.  Prctt)'  too  I  what  m;  ;od,  Jiiiu«  Sound-poiC. 

3rd  Mm.  Fiith,  I  know  not  whU  to  »j. 

Ftt.  ...  I  will  uj  for  jou :  It  ii  '  Huiicko  with  her  diver 
•oDud,'  becuH  Muudani  hm  no  gold  for  •oonding.'' 

Edit.  1793,  Tol  xiT.  p.  S29. 
This  ridicule  is  uct  to  much  levelled  at  the  song  itself, 
(which  for  tbe  time  it  was  written  is  not  inelegant,)  as  at 
those  forced  and  annatural  explanations  often  ^ven  by  us 
painfid  editors  and  expositors  of  ancient  authors. 

■  8e«  Wood'a  AAtm.,  Tumer'a  SiUioO.,  mi  Hawkins'  HiH.  «f 
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A    SONO    lO    tHB    ] 


This  copy  is  printed  fhim  an  old  qnarto  HS.  in  the 
Cotton  Library,  [Vesp.  A.  25,]  entitled  "  DiTen  thing*  of 
Hen.  viifs  time :"  with  aome  correctioiu  from  TAe  Fara- 
lue  <^D<mty  Deaiet,  1596. 


Wheke  gripioge  grefes  the  hart  would  wounde, 

And  dolefiille  dumps  the  mynde  oppresse, 
There  musicke  with  her  silver-sound 
-  With  spede  is  wont  to  seed  ledresse : 
Of  trobled  mynds,  in  erery  sore,  A 

Swete  musicke  hath  a  salve  in  store. 

In  joye  yt  maks  out  mirthe  abounde, 

In  woe  yt  cheres  our  bevy  sprites  ; 
Be-Btrawghted  heads  relyef  hath  founde, 

By  musickes  pleasaunt  awete  delightes  :  10 

Our  senses  all,  what  shall  I  say  more  7 
Are  auhjecte  unto  musicks  lore. 

The  Gods  by  muaicke  have  theire  prayse ; 

The  lyfe,  the  soul  therein  doth  joye  : 
For,  as  the  Romayne  poet  sayet,  15 

In  seas,  whom  pyrats  would  destroy, 
A  dolphin  saved  from  death  most  sharpe 
Arion  playing  on  his  harpe. 

O  heavenly  gyfi,  that  rules  the  mynd, 

Even  as  the  steme  dothe  rule  the  sbippe  !      20 
O  musicke,  whom  the  gods  assinde 

To  comforte  manne,  whom  cares  would  nippe  I 


Google 


}  COFHGTDA   ANE   THE   I 


Since  thow  both  maa  and  beste  doest  move. 
What  beste  ya  he,  wyll  the  disprove  ? 


Kfits  Cojiliettta  ants  tit  Utmar'fBjiia, 

Is  B  BiOTj  often  alluded  to  by  our  old  dramatic  vriters. 
Shakspeare  in  his  Somm  and  Jti&el,  act  ii.  sc.  I ,  makes 
Mercniio  say, 

^"  Her  (Vmiu'il  purblind  ion  ud  heir, 

YooDit  Adun  >  Cupid,  ta»  tlmt  thot  to  trne, 
Whro  Kii^  Cophetw  loved  the  beggir-miiid." 

As  the  13th  line  of  the  following  ballad  seems  here  par- 
ticnlarly  alladed  to,  it  is  not  improbable  but  Sbakspeare 
wrote  it  ihol  to  trim,  which  the  players  or  printers,  not 
perceiTing  the  alluuon,  might  alter  to  Irve.  The  former, 
as  being  the  more  humorous  expression,  aeema  moat  likely 
to  have  come  from  the  mouth  of  Mercutio'. 

In  the  2d  Part  oT  Htm.  IV.  act  v.  sc.  9,  Fslstaff  is  iotro- 
dneed  a^ctedly  saying  to  Pistoll, 


These  lines  Dr.  Warburton  thinks  were  taken  from  an  old 
bombast  play  of  JHng  Cophetua.  No  such  play  is,  I  be- 
lieve, now  to  be  found  ;  but  it  does  not  therefore  tallow 
that  it  never  existed.     Many  dramatic  pieces  are  referred 

I  SsBibavF,  pnhcetdSongi.  Bwkii.  ofthiiTol.  p.  158, 159. 

>  fUcce  thii  conjecture  WM  flnt  nude,  it  hu  been  diHovcred 
that  ihot  to  frim  wu  the  geni^ne  ntdlng.  Sea  ^skipeire,  edit. 
1793.  xiv.  393. 
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202  XINO  CDPHETUA   AND 

to  by  old  writeri,  which  ore  not  now  cxUut,  tv  even 
mentioDed  inanj  list*.  In  theinfaQcjof  the  itage, plays 
were  often  exhibited  that  were  never  printed. 

It  is  probably  in  allusion  to  the  aame  play,  that  Ben 
JooMn  lays  in  his  Comedj  of  Etiay  Jifaa  m  Ait  HuMoitr, 

"  1  btitt  not  the  halt  to  deTour  Ihes,  in'  I  ml^t  be  nude  u 
rul  u  King  CophetuL" 

At  least  there  is  no  mention  of  King  Cophetua's  riniei  in 
the  present  ballad,  which  is  the  oldest  I  have  met  with  on 
the  sul^ect. 

It  is  pnnted  from  BIch,  Johnson's  CroarH  Garland  of 
Goulden  Roki,  1612,  ISmo  (where  it  ia  entitled  simply, 
A  Song  of  a  Beggar  and  a  Jfng)  :  corrected  by  another 


1  READ  diat  once  in  Affrica 

A  princely  wigfat  did  raine, 
Who  had  to  name  Cophetua, 

As  poets  they  did  faine  : 
Fiom  natures  lawes  be  did  decline,  6 

For  sure  be  was  not  of  my  mind, 
He  caied  not  for  women-kinde, 

But  did  them  all  disdaine. 
But,  marke,  what  hapned  on  a  day, 
As  he  out  of  his  window  lay,  10 

He  saw  a  be^;ar  all  in  gray. 

The  which  did  cause  his  paine. 

•  3«e  Mem'i  WiU  JV™.  foL  283.    Ant  of  Eng.  Fua.  1589, 
pp.fil,  111,  143,160. 
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THE   BEOOAK-MAID. 

The  Uinded  boy,  that  shootea  so  trim, 

From  heaven  downe  did  hie  ; 
He  diew  a  dart  and  shot  at  him, 

In  place  where  he  did  lye  : 
Which  scene  did  piene  him  to  the  quicke, 
And  when  he  fett  the  arrow  pricke. 
Which  in  hia  tender  heart  did  sticke, 

He  look^th  as  he  would  dye. 
What  sudden  chance  is  this,  quoth  he, 
That  I  to  lore  must  subject  be. 
Which  never  thereto  would  agree, 

Bnt  stilt  did  it  defie  7 

Then  ftom  the  window  he  did  come, 

And  laid  him  on  his  bed. 
A  thousand  heapes  of  care  did  nume 

Within  hia  troubled  head  : 
For  now  he  meanea  to  crave  her  love. 
And  now  he  aeekes  which  way  to  proove 
How  he  hia  &ncie  might  remoove. 

And  not  this  beggar  wed. 
But  Cupid  had  him  so  in  snare. 
That  this  poor  b^ger  must  prepare 
A  salve  to  cure  him  of  his  care. 

Or  eh  he  would  be  dead. 

And,  as  he  musing  thus  did  lye, 

He  thought  for  to  devise 
How  he  mi^t  hare  her  companye, 

That  so  did  'maze  his  eyes. 
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204  KINO  COPUBTVA  AKD 

In  dtee,  quoth  be,  doth  rest  my  life; 
For  surely  thou  shalt  be  my  wife, 
Or  else  this  hand  with  bloody  knife 

The  Gods  shall  sure  suffice. 
Then  from  his  bed  be  soon  arose,   - 
And  to  his  pallace  gate  he  goes  j 
Full  little  then  this  be^er  knowes 

When  she  the  king  espies. 

The  gods  preserve  your  majesty, 

The  be^ers  all  gan  cry  : 
Vouchsafe  to  give  your  charity 

Our  childrens  food  to  buy. 
The  king  to  them  his  pursse  did  cast, 
And  they  to  part  it  made  great  baste  ; 
This  siUy  woman  was  the  last 

That  after  them  did  bye. 
The  king  he  cal'd  her  back  againe, 
And  unto  her  he  gave  his  chaine  ; 
And  said,  With  us  you  shal  lemaine 

Till  such  time  as  we  dye ; 

For  thou,  quoth  he,  shalt  be  my  wife. 

And  bcHioured  for  my  queene ; 
Wid)  thee  I  meane  to  lead  my  life. 

As  shortly  shall  be  seene : 
Our  wedding  shall  appointed  be. 
And  every  thing  in  its  degree  : 
Come  on,  quoth  he,  and  follow  me. 
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THE  BxoaAft-iiAJD.  20S 

Thou  ihalt  go  ebift  thee  cleaoe. 
What  is  ihj  name,  faire  maid  7  quoth  he. 
Penelophon ',  O  king,  quoth  abe  :  70 

With  that  she  made  a  lowe  courts^  ; 

A  trim  one  as  I  weene. 

Thus  hand  in  hand  aioag  they  walke 

Unto  the  king*!  pallice  : 
The  king  with  courteous  comly  talke  75 

This  begger  doth  imbiace  : 
The  b^ger  blusheth  scarlet  red. 
And  straight  againe  as  pale  as  lead. 
But  not  a  word  at  all  she  said, 

She  was  in  such  amaze.  80 

At  last  she  spake  with  tremblii^  voyce, 
And  said,  O  king,  I  doe  lejoyce 
That  you  wil  take  me  £>i  your  choyce, 

And  my  d^ree's  so  base. 

And  when  the  wedding  day  was  come,  85 

The  king  commanded  strait 
The  noblemen  both  all  and  aome 

Upon  the  queene  to  wait. 
And  she  behaved  herself  that  day, 

•  3hmli)pwr«  (who  uliiidea  (D  tbie  bslltd  in  ti[>  Love't  Latour, 
LotI,  act  IT.  K,  1,)  giTei  the  Beggu'i  muns  Zeadepioa,  acxm&ag 
la  ill  the  old  sditioaB :  but  (Lii  Mem*  to  le  >  cotruptioD ;  for 
Pmiofiomt  in  the  text,  uiindi  mare  like  llw  nmie  of  ■  mnou. 
The  natj  of  the  King  uid  the  Bcggu  u  «1m  >llDdeil  la  in  Xing 
Rkh.  II.  ut  T.  K.  3. 
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a  THE   BBSQAR-IIAID. 

As  if  she  had  never  walkt  the  way  ; 
She  had  foi^ot  her  gowne  of  gny, 

Which  she  did  weare  of  late, 
The  pioverbe  old  is  come  to  passe, 
The  priett,  when  he  begins  his  masse. 
Forgets  that  ever  clerke  he  was. 

He  knowth  not  his  estate. 

Here  you  may  read,  Cophetua, 

Though  long  time  fancie-fed, 
Compelled  by  the  blinded  boy 

The  b^ger  for  to  wed ; 
He  that  did  lovers  lookes  disdaine. 
To  do  the  same  was  glad  and  faine. 
Or  else  he  would  himselfe  have  slaine, 

In  storie,  as  ne  read. 
Disdaine  no  whit,  O  lady  deere, 
But  pitty  DOW  thy  servant  beere, 
Least  diat  it  hap  to  thee  this  yeare, 

Ab  to  that  king  it  did. 

And  thus  they  led  a  quiet  life 

During  their  princely  raine ; 
And  in  a  tombe  were  buried  both, 

As  writers  sheweth  plaine. 
The  lords  they  tooke  it  grievously, 

Ter.  90,  i.  «.  tnmped  tfae  itn 
dwti  hlmHlf  to  hfi  niittrein. 
{dor.  numb. 
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TAKE   THY   OLD  CLOAK   ABOUT   THEE. 

The  ladies  txmke  it  heavily, 
The  commons  cryed  piteously, 

Their  death  to  them  was  paine. 
Their  fame  did  sound  so  passingly, 
That  it  did  pierce  the  Btany  sky, 
And  throughout  all  the  world  did  flye 

To  every  princes  realme '. 

*  An  ingenioua  friend  thinks  the  two  lut  iUQZU  shoaL 


Caic  tb$  ®Itt  Clralt  about  Kbtt, 

Is  supposed  to  have  been  originally  a  ScottUh  ballad. 
Hie  reader  here  hei  an  ancient  copy  in  the  Englith  idiom, 
with  an  adiUtional  stanza  (the  2d)  never  before  printed. 
This  curiosity  is  preserved  in  the  Editor's  folio  MS.  but 
not  without  corruptions,  which  are  here  removed  by  the 
asustance  of  the  Scottish  edit.  Shakspeare  in  his  OtheUo, 
act  ii.  liBi  quoted  one  slMua,  with  loaie  variations,  which 
are  here  adopted  :  the  old  MS.  readings  are  however 
l^ven  in  the  ma^n. 

This  winters  weather  itt  waxeth  cold. 

And  frost  doth  freese  on  every  hill. 
And  Boreaa  blowes  his  blasts  soe  bold. 

That  all  oui  cattell  are  like  to  spill ; 
Bell  my  wife,  who  loves  no  strife,  5 

She  sayd  unto  me  qoietlie. 
Rise  up,  and  save  cow  Crumbockea  life, 

Man,  put  diine  old  cloake  about. diee. 
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!08      take  tbt  old  cloak  about  ibex. 

He. 

0  Bell,  why  dost  thou  flyte  '  and  scome  V 
Thou  kenst  my  cloak  is  very  tbin  :  1 

It  ia  M  bare  and  orerwome 

A  ciicke  he  thereon  cannot  lenn  ; 

Then  lie  noe  l<»)ger  borrowe  nor  lend, 
'  For  once  lie  new  appareld  bee, 

To-RioTTOw  lie  to  towne  and  Bpend,'  1 

For  lie  have  a  new  cloake  about  mee. 

She. 
Cow  Cmmbocke  is  a  very  good  cowe, 

She  has  been  alwayea  true  to  the  paylC) 
Shee  has  helpt  us  to  butter  and  cheese,  I  trow, 

And  other  things  she  will  not  fayle  ;  i 

1  wold  he  loth  to  see  her  pine, 

Good  husband,  councell  take  of  mee, 
It  is  not  for  us  to  go  soe  fine, 

Then  take  thine  old  cloake  about  thee. 

He. 

My  cloake  it  was  a  very  good  cloake,  ! 

Itt  hath  been  alwayes  true  to  the  weaie, 
But  now  it  is  not  worth  a  groat ; 

I  have  bad  it  four  and  forty  yeare  i 
.  Sometime  it  was  of  cloth  in  graine, 

'Tis  now  but  a  sigh  clout  as  you  may  see,      I 
It  will  neither  bold  out  winde  nor  raine  j 

111  have  a  new  cloake  about  mee. 
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take  tbt  old  cloak  about  tree. 

She. 
It  is  four  and  fbitye  y«eres  agoe 

Since  the  one  of  us  the  other  did  ken. 
And  we  have  had  betwixt  ua  towe 

Of  children  either  nine  or  ten  ; 
Wee  have  brought  them  up  to  women  and  n 

In  the  feare  of  God  I  trow  they  bee ; 
And  why  wilt  thou  thyself  miskeD  ? 

Man,  take  thine  old  cloake  about  tkee. 

Ha. 
O  Bell  my  wyfe,  why  dost  thou  floute  ! 

Now  is  nowe,  and  then  was  then ; 
Seeke  now  all  the  world  throughout. 

Thou  kenst  not  clownes  firom  gentlemen. 
They  ate  cladiublacke,  greene,  yellowe,  or'. 

Soe  far  above  their  owne  degree  : 
Once  in  my  life  lie  'doe  as  they,' 

Fo;  He  have  a  new  doake  about  mee. 


King  Stephen  was  a  worthy  peere. 
His  breeches  cost  him  but  a  crowne. 

He  held  them  sixpence  all  too  deere  ; 
Therefore  he  calld  the  taylor  Lowne. 

Ter,  49,  Kii«  Hotj  ...» ttrt  gW  king.  Ma  7 
bla  hoH  BMt  but.  MS.  V.  51,  He  tbougfat  liana  1' 
MS.       T.  52,  flownc.  MS. 
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He  was  a  night  of  high  lenowne, 

And  thouse  but  of  a  low  degree  : 
Itt's  pride  that  putts  the  countrye  downe,  55 

Then  take  thine  old  cloake  about  thee. 

He. 
'  Bell  idy  wife  she  loves  not  strife. 

Yet  she  will  lead  me  if  she  can  ; 
And  oft,  to  live  a  quiet  life, 

I  am  forced  to  yield,  though  Ime  good-man ;'  60 
Itt's  not  for  a  man  with  a  woman  to  threape, 

Unlesae  he  fiiBt  give  oer  the  plea  : 
As  wee  began  wee  now  mun  leave. 

And  He  take  mine  old  doalce  about  roee. 

r.  £3,  He  wu  kii^  mnd  mm  the  crowns.  MS. 
VIII. 

tsaflloto.  miUoin,  aSfnain. 
It  is  from  the  following'  Btauziu  that  Shakspeare  has 
taken  his  song  of  the  WUlow.  id  his  Olhello,  act  iv.  sc.  S, 
though  somewhat  varied  and  applied  by  bim  to  a  female 
character.  He  nuikeB  Desdemona  introduce  it  in  this 
pathetic  and  affecting  manner, 

"  Wy  molhei  hid  a  maid  call'd  Bubtn : 

She  wu  in  Itnt ;  and  he  the  lov'A  yrov'A  mad, 

And  did  tonakc  her.    She  had  a  UDg  of— WIUov. 

An  old  thing  I'wm,  bnt  it  Mprew'd  her  fortune; 

And  ihe  d;ed  singing  it."— Ed.  1793,  vol.  iv.,  p.  613. 

This  is  given  from  a  black-letter  copy  in  the  Pepys  Col- 
leclion,  thus  entitled, "  A  Loveri  Complamt,  being JbritAen 
of  hit  hove.     To  a  pleasant  tune." 
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A  FOOKE  soiile  Bat  aighii^  under  a  sicamore  tree  ; 

O  willow,  willow,  willow  ! 
With  his  band  on  his  bosom,  his  head  on  his  knee ; 

O  willow,  willow,  willow ! 

O  willow,  willow,  willow  !  5 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow  aball  be  my  garliind. 

He  sigh'd  in  his  singing,  and  after  each  grone. 

Come  willow,  &c. 
I  am  dead  to  all  pleasure,  my  true-love  is  gone ; 

O  willow,  &c.  10 

Sii^,  O  the  greene  willow  shall  be  my  garland. 

My  love  she  is  turned ;  untrue  she  doth  prove : 

O  willow,  Sec. 
She  renders  me  nodiing  but  hate  for  my  love. 

O  willow,  &c.  15 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 

O  pitty  me  (cried  he)  ye  lovera,  each  one ; 

O  willow,  &c. 
Her  heart's  hard  as  marble  ;  she  rues  not  my  mone. 

O  willow,  &c,  20 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 

The  cold  streams  ran  by  him,  his  eyes  wept  apace  ; 

O  willow,  &c. 
The  salt  tears  fell  from  him,  which  drowned  hia  face : 

O  willow,  &c.  25 

Sin([,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c.  p  8 
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WILEOW,    WILIOW. 

The  mute  birds  sate  by  him,  tn&de  tame  by  bia  numes : 

O  willow,  &C. 
The  salt  team  fell  from  him,  which  softened  the  stones. 

O  willow,  &c.  30 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow  shall  be  my  garland  ! 

Let  nobody  blame  me,  her  scomes  I  do  prove ; 

O  willow,  &c. 
She  waa  bome  to  be  faire  ;  I,  to  die  for  her  lo«. 

O  willow,  &c.  35 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 

0  that  beauty  should  harbour  a  heart  that's  so  hard ! 

Sing  willow,  &c. 
My  true  love  tejecdng  without  all  regard. 

O  willow,  &c.  40 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 

Let  love  no  more  boast  him  in  palace,  or  bower  ; 

O  willow,  &c. 
For  women  are  trothles,  fmd  flote  in  an  houre. 

O  willow,  &c.  45 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 

But  what  helps  complaining  !   In  vdne  I  complaine  : 
O  willow,  &c. 

1  must  patiently  suffer  her  scome  and  disdaine. 

O  willowe,  &c.  50 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 
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Come,  all  yon  ibrsaken,  and  sit  down  by  me, 

O  willow,  &c. 
He  that'plaiaea  of  his  fake  love,  mine's  falser  dian  she. 

O  willow,  &c  65 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 

The  willow  wreath  weare  I,  since  my  love  did  fleet ; 

O  willow,  &c. 
A  Garland  for  iorera  forsaken  most  meete. 

O  willow,  &c.  60 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow  shall  be  my  garliUid  I 


FABT  THE  SECOND. 

Lowe  lay'd  by  my  bottow,  b^ot  by  disdaine  ; 

O  willow,  willow,  willow  I 
Against  her  too  cruell,  still  still  I  complaine, 

O  willow,  willow,  willow  1 

O  willow,  willow,  wiUow  ! 
Sing,  O  the  greene  willow  shall  be  my  gailand ! 

O  love  too  injurious,  to  wound  my  poore  heart ! 

O  willow,  &C. 
To  snfier  the  triumph,  and  joy  in  my  smart : 

O  willow,  &c. 
Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 

O  willow,  willow,  willow  I  the  willow  garlftod, 
O  willow,  &c> 
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A  sign  of  her  fiilsenesse  before  me  doth  stand ; 

O  willow,  &c.  15 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow  shaU  be  my  garland. 

As  here  it  dodi  bid  to  despair  and  to  dye, 

O  willow,  &c. 
So  hang  it,  friends,  ore  me  in  grave  where  I  lye  : 

O  willow,  &c  20 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 

In  grave  where  I  rest  mee,  hai^  this  to  die  view, 

0  willow,  &c. 
Of  all  that  doe  knowe  her,  to  blaze  her  mitrue. 

O  willow,  &c  25 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 

With  these  words  ei^raven,  as  epitaph  meet, 

O  willow,  &c. 
"  Here  lyes  mie.drankpoyson  for  potion  most  sweet." 

O  willow,  &c.  30 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow.  Sec. 

Though  she  thus  unkindly  hath  scorned  my  love, 

O  willow,  See. 
And  carelesly  smiles  at  the  sorrowes  I  prove ; 

O  willow,  &c  35 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c, 

I  cannot  against  her  unkindly  exclaim, 
O  willow,  &C. 
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Caufte  once  well  I  loved  her,  and  honoured  her  name : 
O  willow,  &c.  40 

Sing,  O  the  greeae  wUlow  ahall  be  my  garland 

The  name  of  her  sounded  so  sweete  in  mine  eare, 

O  willow,  &c. 
It  rays'd  my  heart  li^tly,  the  name  of  my  deare  ; 

O  willow,  &c.  43 

Sii^,  O  the  greene  wiUow,  &c. 

As  then  'twas  my  comfort,  it  now  is  tny  griefe  ; 

O  willow,  &c. 
It  now  brings  me  anguish,  then  brought  me  reliefe. 

O  willow,  &c.  50 

Sing,  O  the  greene  wiUow,  &c. 

Farewell,  faire  felse  hearted :  plaints  end  with  my 
O  willow,  willow,  willow  !  [breath  ! 

Thou  dost  loath  me,  I  love  thee,  though  cause  of  roy 
death. 
0  willow,  wiUow,  willow  I  55 

0  willow,  willow,  willow  I 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow  shall  be  my  garlSnd. 


Thu  ballad  is  quoted  in  Sbskepeare's  Second  Part  of 
Haay  IV.  act  ii.  sc.  4.  The  nilject  of  it  is  taken  from 
the  ancient  romBnce  of  Jtip^  Arlhia-t  (coininor.lv  called 
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JUbrle  Artkur,')  being  a  poetical  trantlation  of  chap.  dtui. 
cix.  CI.  in  Part  1st,  as  they  stood  in  ed.  1634,  4ta.  In 
the  older  editiom  the  cbaplera  are  differently  numbered. 
Thk  sottg  i>  given  from  a  printed  copj,  corrected  in  part 
bj  fdJo  US. 

In  the  same  Flay  of  3  Baay  IF„  Slenee  bams  a  scrap 
of  one  of  the  old  ballads  of  Rolun  Hood.  It  is  taken 
from  the  followiog  Btania  of  Bodin  Hood  and  lie  Pindar  of 
Wah^field. 

All  tliii  baheard  three  wigh^  jeomen, 

'Twu  Rohin  Hood,  Sarin,  ud  John  : 
With  thit  thoj  atfji  tbe  Jollj  Pind^ 
Ai  h^Hte  under  K  thone. 
That  btUad  maj  be  found  on  erery  atsll,  and  therefore 
is  not  here  reprinted. 


When  Arthur  first  in  court  began, 

And  was  approred  Ui%, 
By  force  of  amies  great  victoryea  wannt 

And  conquest  home  did  bring. 

Then  into  England  straight  he  came 

With  fifty  good  and  able 
Ki^htH,  that  resorted  unto  him. 

And  were  of  his  round  table  t 

And  he  had  justs  and  tumaments, 

Wherlo  were  many  prest. 
Wherein  some  knights  did  then  excell 

And  &r  BUrmount  the  rest. 

But  one  Sir  Lancelot  du  Lalce, 
Who  was  approved  well) 
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He  foi  his  deeds  and  feMea  of  artnes. 
All  others  did  excell. 

When  he  had  reated  faim  a  while 

In  play,  and  game,  and  aportt. 
He  atud  he  wo]d  goe  prove  himaelfe 

In  lome  adventuroua  sort. 

He  aimed  rode  in  foneat  wide, 

And  met  a  damsell  faire. 
Who  told  him  of  adyentmea  great, 

Whereto  he  gave  good  eare. 

Such  wold  1  find,  quoth  Lancelott : 

For  that  cause  came  I  hither. 
Thou  seemst,  quoth  she,  a  knight  full  good, 

And  I  will  bring  thee  thither, 

Wheraa  a  nii^ty  knight  doth  dwell, 

That  now  is  of  great  fame  : 
Therfore  tell  me  what  wight  thou  art. 

And  what  may  be  thy  name. 

"  My  name  is  Lancelot  du  Lake." 

Quoth  she,  it  likea  me  than  ; 
Here  dwellea  a  kni^t  who  never  was 

Yet  matcht  with  any  man  ; 
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Who  has  in  prison  threescore  knights 

And  four,  that  he  did  wound  ; 
Knights  of  king  Arthurs  court  the;  be, 
And  of  his  tahle  round. 

She  brought  him  to  a  river  side, 

And  also  to  a  tree, 
Where<»  a  copper  bason  hung, 

And  many  shields  to  see. 

He  struck  soe  hard,  the  boHin  brake ; 

And  Tarquin  soon  he  apyed : 
Who  drove  a  horse  before  him  fast. 

Whereon  a  knight  lay  tyed. 

Sir  knigbt,  then  sayd  Sir  Lancdott, 
Biing  iTie  that  borae-load  hither, 

\nd  lay  him  downe,  and  let  him  rest ; 
Weel  try  our  force  together  : 

For,  as  I  understand,  thou  hast, 

Soe  &r  as  thou  art  able, 
Done  great  despite  and  shame  unto 

The  knights  of  the  Round  Table. 

If  thou  be  of  the  Table  Round, 

Quoth  Tarquin  speedilye, 
Both  thee  and  all  thy  fellowship 

I  utterly  defye. 
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That's  over  much,  quodt  Loncelott  tbo, 

Defend  thee  by  and  by. 
They  sett  their  speares  unto  their  steeds, 

And  each  att  other  flye. 

They  coucht  their  speares,  (their  horses  ran. 
As  though  there  had  been  thunder) 

And  strucke  them  eadi  immidst  their  shields, 
Wherewith  they  broke  in  sunder. 

Their  horsses  hackes  brake  under  them. 

The  knighu  nere  both  asbrand  : 
To  avoyd  their  horsses  they  made  haste 

And  light  upon  the  ground. 

They  tooke  them  to  their  shields  iull  fast. 
Their  swords  they  drew  out  than. 

With  mi^ty  sbokes  most  e^erlye 
Each  at  the  other  ran. 

They  wounded  were,  and  bled  full  sore, 

For  hodi  for  breath  did  stand, 
And  leanii^  on  their  swordes  awhile, 

Quoth  Tarquine,  Hold  thy  hand. 

And  tell  to  me  irtiat  I  shall  a&ke. 

Say  on,  quodi  Lancelot  tho. 
Thou  art,  quoth  Tarquine,  the  best  knight 

That  ever  I  did  know  : 
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And  like  a  knight,  that  I  did  bale : 

Soe  that  thou  be  not  bee, 
I  will  deliver  all  the  Teat, 

Attd  eke  accord  with  thee. 

That  is  well  sayd,  quotb  Lancelott ; 

But  sith  it  must  be  soe. 
What  knight  is  that  tbou  batest  tbns  7 

I  pray  diee  to  me  sbow. 

His  name  is  Lancelot  du  Lake, 
He  slew  my  brodier  deei« ; 

Him  I  suspect  of  all  the  rest : 
I  would  I  had  him  here. 

Thy  wish  thou  hast,  but  yet  unknowne, 

I  am  Lancelot  ^  Lake, 
Now  knight  of  Artbure  Table  Romid ; 

King  Hands  son  of  Sdmwake ; 

And  I  desire  tbee  do  thy  worst. 

Ho,  ho,  quoth  Tarqnin  Urn, 
One  of  us  two  shall  end  our  lires 

Before  that  we  do  go. 

If  thou  be  Lancelot  du  Lake, 
Then  welcome  shalt  thou  bee ; 

Wherfoie  see  &ou  thyself  defotd, 
For  now  de^e  I  thee. 
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They  buckled  then  tc^ether  so, 

Like  unto  wild  boares  nubing',  110 

And  widi  their  swords  and  shields  they  ran 

At  one  another  alaahing  : 

The  ground  besprinkled  was  with  blood ; 

Tarquin  began  to  yield ; 
For  he  gave  backe  for  wearinesse,  115 

And  lowe  did  beare  his  shield, 

This  soone  Sir  Lancelot  eapyde, 

He  leapt  upon  him  then, 
He  pull'd  him  downe  upon  his  knee. 

And  rushing  offhis  helm,  120 

Forthwith  he  strucke  his  necke  in  two. 

And,  when  he  had  soe  done, 
From  prison  threescore  knights  and  four 

Delivered  everye  one. 

'  BaAmg  Memg  to  be  the  old  hunting  lerm  lo  eipreu  the  stroke 
■DBde  bj  the  wild-bou  nith  his  bugs.  To  not  hu  ippmntljr 
*  meuing  >am«lbiiig  ricmltir.  Sse  Mr.  Steeniu'i  Nots  to  King 
Lear,  ut  Ui.  k.  7,  (ed.  1793,  io\.  jriv.,  p.  193,)  whero  the  ^oiirlo. 

"  Nor  thy  fism  ■iita 
In  fail  uiomted  flesh  raik  bmrish  fimgs." 
So  in  King  Ri^ard  UI.,  k%  iii.  so.  2,  (vol.  r.,  pp.  5fi7,  6B3.) 
"  He  dre«mt 
To  night  the  bou  hai  niMif  oShii  helm." 


ifdb,  Google 


COBYDOM  B    FAREWELL  TO 


Corfitron'tf  Jareteell  to  JptifaOf, 

Is  an  attempt  to  paiat  a  lover's  irresolution,  but  so  poorlj 
executed,  that  it  would  not  have  been  admitted  into  thu 
collection,  if  it  had  not  been  quoted  in  Shalupeare'* 
TaielftA  Night,  act  ii.  sc.  3.— It  is  found  in  a  little  andent 
miscellaay,  entitled  3Se  Golden  Garland  of  PrinceU/  Dr- 
HgMt,  t2mo.  bl.  let. 

In  the  same  scene  of  the  7Wfi%&  NigK  Sir  Tobjr  rings 
a  scrap  of  an  old  ballad,  which  is  preserved  in  the  Pepjs 
Collection,  (vol.  i.  pp.  33. 496,)  but  as  it  is  not  ontj  a  poor 
dull  performance,  but  also  verj  long,  it  will  be  sufficient 
here  to  give  the  first  stanza  : 


Tlien  dwslt  ■  mtn  in  Bibjlmi 

Of  repnution  greU  bj  &ii» ; 

He  took  to  wife  >  (an  fnnaiio, 

Sauuma  bhe  wu  eiltd«  by  name : 
A  WDmui  &ir  mi  nrtaoni : 

Ltdy,  ladr : 
Vn-I  ihouU  we  nol  of  her  Inun  thai 
To  livegodlj? 
If  this  song  of  Corydon,  &c.  has  not  mora  merit,  i 
least  an  evil  of  less  magnitude. 


Fa&ewell,  dear  love;  since  thou  wilt  needs  be  gone. 
Mine  eyes  do  shew,  tny  life  is  almost  done, 
Najr  I  will  never  die,  so  long  aa  I  can  spie 
There  be  many  mo,  though  that  she  doe  goe. 
There  be  many  mo,  I  fear  not :  5 

Why  then  let  her  goe,  I  cara  not. 
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Farenetl,  farewell;  Bince  this  1  find  is  true, 
I  will  not  spend  moie  time  in  wooing  yon  : 

But  I  will  seek  elsewhere,  if  I  may  find  lore  there : 
Shall  I  bid  her  goe?  what  and  if  I  doe  !  10 

Shall  1  bid  her  goe  and  spare  not? 
O  no,  no,  no,  I  dare  not. 

Ten  thousand  times  farewell ; — ^t  stay  a  while ; — 
Sweet,  kiss  me  once ;  sweet  kisses  time  beguile : 
I  have  no  power  to  move.    How  now  am  I  in  love  7 
Wilt  thou  needs  be  gone?     Gothen,  all  is  one.  16 
Wilt  thou  needs  be  gone  t     Oh,  hie  thee ! 
Nay  stay,  and  do  no  more  deny  me. 

Once  more  adieu,  I  see  loath  to  depart 
Bids  oft  adieu  to  her,  that  holds  my  heart.  2u 

But  seeing  I  must  lose  thy  love,  which  I  did  choose, 
Goe  thy  way  foT  me,  since  that  may  not  be. 
Goe  thy  ways  for  me.     But  whither  1 
Goe,  oh,  but  where  I  may  come  thither. 

What  shall  I  doe  ?  my  love  is  now  departed.         25 
She  is  as  fair,  as  she  is  cruel-hearted. 

She  would  not  be   intreated,    with  prayers   oft 

repeated, 
If  she  come  no  more,  shall  I  die  therefore? 
If  she  come  no  more,  what  care  I  ? 
Faith,  let  her  goe,  or  come,  or  tarry.  30 
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(Ertrntttutf  tftt  3it^  at  VtnUt. 

In  the  L^  of  Pope  Siitia  V.,  tnuwlated  from  the  it»- 
lisn  of  Greg.  Leti,  bj  tbe  Rev.  Mr.  Fameworth,  folio,  ■■ 
a  remarkable  passage  to  the  following  effect : 

"  It  was  reported  in  Rome,  that  Drake  had  taken  and 
plundered  St.  Dombgo  in  HiBpaniola,  and  carried  off  aa 
imioeme  booty.  This  account  came  in  a  private  letter'  to 
Paul  Seccbi,  a  very  conuderable  merdiant  in  the  tatj, 
who  bad  lai^e  concerns  in  those  parts,  which  he  bad  in- 
sured. Upon  receiving  thia  news,  he  Bent  for  the  insurer, 
Sampson  Ceneda,  a  Jew,  and  acquainted  him  with  it 
The  Jew,  whose  interest  it  was  to  have  such  a  report 
thought  false,  gave  many  reasona  why  it  could  not  possibly 
be  true,  and  at  last  worked  himself  into  such  a  passion, 
that  he  sud.  111  lay  you  a  pound  of  my  Seah  it  is  a  lye. 
Secjihi,  who  was  of  a  fiery  hot  temper,  replied.  111  lay 
you  a  thouaand  crowns  against  a  pound  of  your  flesh  that 
it  is  true.  The  Jew  accepted  the  wager,  and  articled 
were  immediately  executed  botwiit  them.  That  if  Seccbi 
won,  be  should  himself  cut  the  flesh  with  a  riiarp  knife 
from  whatever  part  of  the  Jew's  body  he  pleased.  ITie 
truth  of  the  account  was  sood  confirmed  ;  and  the  Jew 
was  almost  distracted,  when  he  was  informed  that  Seccbi 
had  solemnly  aworn  he  would  compel  him  to  an  exact 
performance  of  his  contract.  A  report  of  this  transaction 
was  brought  to  the  Pope,  who  sent  for  the  parties,  and 
being  Informed  of  the  whole  aSiur,  sud.  When  coatncts 
are  made,  it  is  but  just  the;  should  be  fulfilled,  as  this 
shall  ;  take  a  luiife  therefore,  Secchi,  and  cut  a  pound  of 
flesh  from  any  part  you  please  of  the  Jew's  body.  We 
advise  you,  however,  to  be  very  careful ;  for  if  you  cut 
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but  •  scruple  more  or  less  tbaa  your  due,  you  «hall  cer- 
tunl;  be  hanged.' 

The  editor  of  that  book  is  of  oplniou,  that  the  Bceue 
between  Shjlock  and  Antonio  in  the  Merchant  of  Vaiice, 
is  taken  from  this  incident.  But  Mr.  Warton,  in  bis 
ingenioiu  Obiena&mt  on  tie  Faerie  Queen,  vol.  i.  p.  128, 
hu  referred  it  to  the  following  ballad.  Mr.  Warton  thinks 
this  ballad  was  written  before  Shakspeare's  plsy,  as  being 
not  so  (urcumstantia),  aud  having  more  of  the  oakedness 
of  an  original.  Besides,  it  differs  from  the  play  in  many 
drcumstances,  which  a  mere  copyist,  such  as  ve  msy 
suppose  the  ballad-niaker  to  be,  would  hardly  have  given 
himself  the  trouble  to  alter.  Indeed  he  expressly  informs 
us,  that  he  had  his  story  from  the  Italian  wrilers.  See 
the  Comtoiiieta;  vol.  i.  no.  16. 

After  all,  one  would  be  glad  to  know  what  authority 
LeU  had  for  the  for^;oing  ftct,  or  at  least  for  connecting 
it  with  the  taking  of  St.  Domingo  by  Drake  ;  for  this 
expedition  did  not  happen  till  1565,  and  it  is  very  certun 
that  a  play  of  the  Jewe,  "  representing  the  greedinesae  of 
worldly  chusers,  and  bloody  minds  of  usurers,"  had  been 
exhibited  at  the  play-bouse,  called  Tie  BuU,  before  the 
year  1579,  being  mentioned  In  Steph.  Gosson's  Schoole  of 
Abate ',  which  was  printed  in  that  year. 

As  for  Shakspeare's  Merchant  of  Vemce,  the  earliest 
edition  known  of  it  is  in  quarto,  1600  ;  though  it  had  been 
exhibited  before  tbeyearl598,  being  mentioned, tt^ether 
with  eleven  other  of  his  plays,  in  Mere's  Wiii  TVeomrji, 
&c.  1598.     12mo.  fol.  282.     See  Malone's  Shakspeare. 

The  following  is  printed  from  an  ancient  bUck-letter 
copy  in  the  Pepys  Collection*,  entitled,  "a  new  Song, 
shewing  the  cnieltie  of  Gebndius,  a  Jewe,  who  lending 
to  a  merchant  an  hundred  crowns,  would  have  a  pound  of 
his  fleshe,  because  he  could  not  pay  him  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed.    To  the  tune  of  Bhck  and  Yelioui." 

'  Wulon,  uIh  turn,  •  CompuDd  wilh  the  Aihmok  copj. 
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THE  FIRST  PAItT. 
In  Venice  tonne  not  long  agoe 

A  crael  Jen  did  dnell, ' 
Whicli  lived  all  en  osuiie, 

Ah  Italian  writers  tell. 

Gemutus  called  was  the  Jew, 
Which  never  thought  to  dye, 

Nor  ever  yet  did  any  good 
To  them  in  streets  that  lie. 

His  life  was  like  a.  barrow  hogge, 

That  liveth  many  a  day, 
Yet  never  once  doth  any  good, 

Until  men  will  him  slay. 

Or  like  a  filthy  heap  of  dung. 

That  lieth  in  a  whoard  ; 
Which  never  can  do  any  good. 

Till  it  be  spread  abroad. 

So  fares  it  with  the  usurer. 

He  cannot  sleep  in  rest, 
For  feare  the  thiefe  will  him  pursue 

To  plucke  him  from  his  nesL 

His  heart  doth  thinke  on  many  a  wile. 
How  to  deceive  the  poore  ; 
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His  mouth  is  almost  liil  of  miicke, 
Yet  Btill  he  gapes  for  more, 

Hia  wife  must  lend  a  shilling, 

For  every  weeke  a  penny, 
Yet  bring  &  pledge,  that  is  double  worth. 

If  that  you  will  have  any. 

And  see,  likewise,  you  keepe  your  day, 

Or  else  you  loose  it  all : 
This  was  the  living  of  the  wife. 

Her  cow  she  did  it  call. 

Withm  that  citie  dwelt  that  time 

A  marchant  of  great  fame. 
Which  being  distressed  in  his  need, 

Unto  GemutuB  came : 

Uesirii^  htm  to  stand  bis  fiiend 
For  twelve  month  and  a  day, 

To  lend  to  him  an  hundred  crownea  : 
And  he  for  it  would  pay 

Whatsoever  he  would  demand  of  him. 
And  pledges  he  should  have. 

Ver.  32,  bar  aw,  ke.  moat  lo  ban  luggHMd  to  SI 
Shyloct'i  trguin«Dt  for  iuurj  taken  fmm  Jicob'i  mini{ 
Lubin')  tb«p.  Bet  L  to  which  Antonio  rtjplin, 

"  Wu  this  intEFted  to  mBke  intErett  good  ° 
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No,  (quodi  the  Jew  with  fleanng  lookes) 
Sir,  Bske  what  you  will  have. 

No  penny  for  the  loane  of  it 
For  one  year  you  shall  pay  ; 

You  may  doe  me  as  good  a  tome. 
Before  my  dying  day. 

But  we  wiU  have  a  merry  jeast. 

For  to  be  talked  long  : 
You  shall  make  me  a  bond,  quoth  he. 

That  shall  be  laige  and  strong  : 

And  this  shall  be  the  forfeyture  ; 

Of  your  owne  fleshe  a  pound,  ■ 
If  you  agree,  make  you  the  bond. 

And  here  is  a  hundred  ci 


With  ri^t  good  will !  the  marchant  says  : 

And  so  the  b<Mid  was  made. 
When  twelve  month  and  a  day  drew  on 

That  backe  it  should  be  payd. 

The  marchanta  ships  were  all  at  sea, 

And  money  came  not  in ; 
Which  way  to  take,  or  what  to  doe 

To  thinke  he  dodi  b^n  : 

And  to  Gemutua  strait  he  comes 
With  cap  and  bended  knee, 
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And  s&jrde  to  Eiim,  Of  curtesie 
I  pray  you  beare  with  mee. 

My  day  'u  come,  and  I  have  not 

The  money  for  to  pay  : 
And  little  good  the  forfeyture 

WiD  doe  you,  I  date  say, 

With  all  my  heart,  Oemutus  sayd, 
Commaund  it  to  your  minde  : 

In  thinges  of  bigger  waight  then  this 
Vou  shall  me  ready  finde. 

He  goes  his  way  ;  the  day  once  past 

Gemutus  doth  not  slacke 
To  get  a  aei^iant  presendy  ; 

And  clapt  him  on  the  backe  : 

And  layd  him  into  prison  strong, 

And  sued  his  bond  withall ; 
And  when  the  judgement  day  was  come, 

For  judgement  he  did  call. 

The  marchants  friends  came  thither  fast. 

With  many  a  weepii^  eye, 
For  other  means  they  could  not  find. 

But  he  that  day  must  dye. 
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Some  ofiered  For  his  hundred  crownes 

Five  hundred  lor  to  p«y  : 
And  some  a  thousand,  two  or  three, 

Yet  Btill  he  did  denay. 


And  at  the  last  ten  thousand 

They  offered,  him  to  save. 
Gemutus  sayd,  I  will  no  gold. 

My  fbrfeite  I  will  have. 

A  pound  of  fleahe  is  my  demand, 

And  that  shall  be  my  hire. 
Then  sayd  the  judge,  Yet,  good  my  friend, 

Let  me  of  you  desire 

To  take  the  flesh  from  such  a  plue. 

As  yet  you  let  him  live  : 
Do  BO,  and  lo  !  an  hundred  crownes 

To  thee  here  will  I  give. 

No  ;  no  ;  quoth  he,  no  :  judgment  here  : 

For  this  it  shall  be  tride. 
For  I  will  have  my  pound  of  fleshe 

From  under  his  right  side. 

It  grieved  all  the  companie 
His  crueltie  to  see, 
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For  neither  Mend  nor  foe  could  heipe 
But  he  must  spoiled  bee. 

The  bloudie  Jew  now  ready  is 
With  nhettcd  blade  in  hand', 

To  spoyle  the  bloud  of  innocent, 
By  forfeit  of  his  bond. 

And  as  he  nas  about  to  strike 

In  him  the  deadly  blow  : 
Stay  (quoth  the  judge)  thy  crueltie ; 

I  cha^  thee  to  do  bo. 

Sith  needs  thou  wilt  thy  forfeit  have, 
Which  is  of  flesh  a  pound  : 

See  that  thou  shed  no  drop  of  bloud. 
Nor  yet  the  man  confound. 

For  if  thou  doe,  lite  murderer, 
Thou  here  shalt  hanged  be ;        « 

Likewise  of  flesh  see  that  thou  cut 
No  more  than  longes  to  thee  : 

For  if  thou  take  either  more  or  lesse 

To  the  value  of  a  mite. 
Thou  shalt  be  hanged  presendy, 

Ab  is  both  Ian  and  right. 


"Why  doe«  thou  irhet  thy  knife  ioe«raeMlj'?"  &c 
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Gemutus  now  waxt  franticke  mad, 
And  wotes  not  what  to  say  ; 

Quoth  he  at  last,  Ten  thousand 
I  will  that  he  shall  pay  ; 


And  aa  I  graunt  to  set  blm  free. 

The  judge  doth  answere  make  ; 
You  shall  not  have  a  penny  given  ; 

Your  forfeytuie  now  take. 

At  the  last  he  doth  demaund 

But  for  to  have  his  owne. 
No,  quoth  the  judge,  doe  as  you  list. 

Thy  judgement  shall  be  showne. 

Either  take  your  pound  of  flesh,  quolh  be, 

Or  cancell  me  your  bond. 
O  cruell  judge,  then  quoth  the  Jew, 

That  doth  against  me  stand ! 

And  so  with  griping  grieved  mind 

He  biddeth  them  fare-well. 
'  Then'  all  the  people  prays'd  the  Lord, 

That  ever  this  heard  tell. 

Good  people,  that  doe  heare  this  song, 

For  trueth  I  dare  well  say. 
That  many  a  wretch  as  ill  as  hee 

Doth  live  now  at  this  day  ; 

T.  SI,  gr^)td.  AlhmoL  Gopf. 
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That  seeketh  nothing  but  the  spoyle 

Of  many  a  wealthey  man. 
And  for  to  trap  the  innocent 

Deviseth  what  they  can. 

From  whome  the  Lord  deliver  me, 

And  every  Chriatian  too. 
And  send  to  them  like  sentence  eke 

That  meaneth  so  to  do. 


**■  Since  the  first  editioa  of  thb  book  was  printed,  the 
Editor  hath  had  reason  to  believe,  that  both  Sbakapeare 
and  the  author  of  tbia  ballad,  are  Indebted  for  th<»T  story 
of  the  Jew  (however  they  came  b;  it)  to  an  Italian  Novel, 
which  was  firat  printed  at  Milan  in  the  year  15M,  in  a 
book  entitled,  //  Pecorone,  nel  quale  d  amlengom  Cin- 
quanta  NoveUe  antiche,  ^c,  republished  at  Florence  about 
the  year  1748  or  9.— The  author  waa  Ser.  Giovanni  Ro- 
rentino,  who  wrote  in  1378 1  thirty  years  arter  the  time 
io  nbich  the  scene  of  Boccace'a  Ztecamerim  a  laid.  (Vide 
Manni,  Itloria  del  DecamenMe  di  GioK.  Boccac.  4to.  Fior. 
174*0 

That  Sh^peare  had  his  plot  from  the  Novel  itself,  is 
evident  from  his  having  some  incidents  from  it  which  are 
not  found  in  the  ballad  ;  and  I  think  it  will  also  be  found 
that  he  borrowed  from  the  ballad  some  hints  that  were 
not  su^^sted  by  the  Novel.  (See  above,  pt.  ii.  ver.  25, 
&c.,  where  instead  of  that  spirited  description  of  the 
wietfed  blade,  &<:.,  the  prose  narrative  coldly  says,  "  The 
Jew  had  prepared  a  rsaor,"  &c.  See  also  some  other  pa»- 
sages  in  the  same  piece.)  This  however  is  spoken  with 
tUSdence.as  I  have  at  present  before  me  only  the  abridg- 
ment of  the  Novel  which  Mr.  Johnson  has  given  us  at  the 
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end  of  bitCommenUrj  on  Shakipeare'*  pU;.  The  trani- 
lalion  of  the  Italian  story  at  Urge,  is  not  easy  to  ba  met 
with,  having  I  believe  never  been  published,  though 
was  prioled  some  vean  ago  with  [hie  title, — "  Tbe  Nuve 
(rom  which  the  Merchant  of  Venice  written  by  Shakspear 
is  taken,  translated  from  the  Italian.  To  which  is  added, 
a  Translation  of  a  Novel  from  the  Oecamenme  of  Boc- 
caccio.   London,  Printed  for  M.  Cooper,  1755,"  8vo. 


eiit  SafiSfonatc  BitpittB  to  iii  labt. 

This  heautifiil  sonnet  is  quoted  in  the  Mary  Wmet  of 
Wmdtor,  act  iii.  sc  i,  and  is  ascribed  (together  with  the 
Htfly)  to  Shalispeare  himself  by  all  the  modem  editors  of 
his  smaller  poems.  A  copy  of  this  Madrigal,  containing 
only  four  stanzas  (the  4th  and  6th  being  wanting)  accom- 
panied with  the  first  of  the  answer,  being  printed  in  The 
Patdonate  PUffrime,  and  Sotault  io  iuitdiy  Natei  ofMmicke, 
by  Mr.  William  Sbausfbabe.  Lond.  printed  for  W. 
Ja^ard,  1599.  Thus  was  this  sonnet,  &c.  publisbed  as 
Shakspeare's  in  his  life-time. 

And  yet  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  (not 
Shakspeare,  but)  Christopher  Marlow  wrote  the  song, 
and  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  the  Kjpapk't  Sepfy.  For  ao  we 
are  positively  assured  by  Isaac  Walton,  a  writer  of  some 
credit,  who  has  inseKod  them  both  in  his  Compieat  Angler', 
under  thecharacterof"  that  smooth  song,  which  was  made 
by  Kit.  Marlow,  now  at  least  fifty  years  ago  ;  and  ...  an 
Answer  to  it,  which  was  made  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  in 
his  younger  days.  .  .  .  Old-fashioned  poetry,  but  choicely 

■  Pint  printed  in  the  jetr  1653,  but  pnlMblj  written  some  time 
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good."  It  tlM>  passed  for  Mariow"!  ia  tbe  opiaioD  of  hie 
coDtemporaries ;  for  in  the  old  Poetical  MUcellany,  en- 
titled EnglamFi  HeUcon,  it  U  printed,  with  tlie  name  of 
Chr.  Murlow  subjoined  to  it :  and  the  Reply  ii  Biibacribed 
Igaoto,  which  ia  known  to  have  been  a  eignatore  of  Sir 
Walter  Baleigb.  With  the  same  signature  Ignola,  in 
that  CoUectioa,  is  an  imitation  of  Marlow's,  beginning 
thus, 

"  Come  lire  iritli  me,  ud  bs  atj  dear, 
And  «B  will  niei  ill  tbe  year. 
Id  pkjiu  ud  gntes,'  &c. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  inclined  to  attribute  them  to 
Marlon  and  Raleigh,  notwithstanding  tha  autboritj  of 
Shakspeare's  Book  of  Sonnets.  For  it  is  well  known,  that 
as  he  took  no  cara  of  his  own  compositions,  so  was  he 
utterif  r^^dless  of  what  apurious  things  were  fiubered 
upon  him.  Sir  John  Oldaulle,  the  Londtm  Prodigal,  and 
the  FontaAve  TVagedy,  were  printed  with  his  name  at  full 
length  in  the  title-pages  while  he  was  living,  which  yet 
were  afterwards  rejected  by  his  Erst  editors,  Heminge 
and  Condell,  who  were  bis  intimate  fliands,  (as  he  men- 
tions both  in  his  will,)  and  therefore  no  doubt  had  good 
authority  for  setting  them  aside'. 

The  following  sonnet  appears  to  have  been  (as  it  de- 
served) a  great  favourite  with  our  earlier  poets  :  for  be- 
sides the  imitation  above  mentioned,  another  is  to  be 
fbund  among  Donne's  Poems,  entitled  2%e  Bat,  beginning 

"  Come  live  with  me,  ud  ba  mj  lore. 
And  we  will  lome  new  pleaiuru  prove 
Of  golden  ■and),"&o. 
As  for  Chr.  Marlow,  who  was  in  high  repute  for  his 
dramatic  writings,  be  lost  his  life  by  a  stab  received  in  a 
brothel,  before  the  year  1593.    See  A.  Wood,  i.  138. 

■  Sin«  the  tbove  wu  writtsn,  Hr.  Halane,  with  hii  uiiul  dii- 
ceniinent,  hath  rejected  tbe  Blanus  in  quentioa  from  the  other 
SoDDOta,  &e.  of  Shikgpore,  ia  h»  correct  edition  of  TTit  Paatioiatt 
POgrim,  &e.    S«e  hia  Shakqwue,  voL  i.,  p.  SW. 
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Come  live  with  me,  and  be  my  love, 
And  we  wil  all  the  pleaaures  prove 
That  hils  and  vallies,  dale  and  field, 
And  all  the  craggy  mountains  yield. 

There  will  we  sit  upon  the  rocks, 
And  see  the  Rhepherds  feed  their  flocks, 
By  shallow  rivers,  to  whose  falls 
Melodious  birds  sing  madrigals. 

There  will  I  make  thee  beds  of  roses 
With  a  thousand  fragrant  posies, 
A  cap  of  flowers,  and  a  kirtle 
Imbrodered  all  with  leaves  of  mirtle  ; 

A  gown  made  of  the  finest  wool, 
Which  from  our  pretbf  lambs  we  pull ; 
Slippers  lin'd  choicely  for  the  cold, 
With  buckles  of  the  purest  gold ; 

A  belt  of  straw,  and  ivie  buds. 
With  coral  clasps,  and  amber  studs  : 
And  if  these  pleasures  may  thee  move, 
Then  live  with  me,  and  be  my  love. 

The  shepherd  swains  shall  dance  and  sing 
For  thy  delight  each  May  morning : 
If  these  delights  thy  mind  may  move. 
Then  live  with  me,  and  be  my  love. 


ifdb,  Google 


THE  NYMPH'S  REPLY. 
It  that  the  World  and  Love  were  young, 
And  truth  in  every  shepherd's  toung, 
These  pretty  pleasures  might  me  move 
To  live  with  thee,  and  be  thy  love. 

But  time  drives  flocks  from  field  to  fold. 
When  rivers  rage,  and  rocks  grow  cold, 
And  Philomel  becometh  dumb, 
And  all  complain  of  cares  to  come. 

The  flowers  do  fade,  and  wanton  fields 
To  wayward  winter  reckoning  yield  : 
A  honey  tongue,  a  heart  of  gall. 
Is  fancies  spring,  hut  aorrowg  fall. 

Thy  gowns,  thy  shoes,  diy  beds  of  roses. 
Thy  cap,  thy  kirtle,  and  thy  posies, 
Soon  break,  soon  wither,  soon  forgotten. 
In  folly  ripe,  in  reason  rotten. 

Thy  belt  of  straw,  and  ivie  buds, 
Thy  coral  clasps,  and  amber  stads  ; 
All  these  in  me  no  means  can  move 
To  come  to  thee,  and  be  thy  love. 

But  could  youth  last,  and  love  still  breed. 
Had  joyes  no  date,  nor  age  no  need ; 
Then  those  delights  my  mind  might  move 
To  live  with  thee,  and  be  tby  love. 
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CftnS  UntttanUxti'i  Camplndit. 

The  reader  has  here  an  ancient  ballad  on  the  Bome  sub- 
ject aa  the  play  of  Tbiu  Andromcui,  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  one  was  borrowed  from  the  other !  bet  which  of 
them  wai  the  ori^nal,  it  is  not  easj  to  decide.  And  yet, 
if  the  afgumeat  offered  above  in  p.  225,  for  [be  priority 
of  the  ballad  of  the  Jew  of  Venice  may  be  admitted,  some- 
what of  the  same  kind  may  be  urged  here  ;  for  this  ballad 
differs  from  tlie  play  in  several  particulars,  which  a  umple 
ballad-writer  would  be  leas  likely  to  alter  than  an  inven- 
tive tragedian.  Thus  in  the  bnllad  is  nu  nientioa  of  the 
contest  for  the  empire  between  the  tvro  brothers,  the  com- 
poung  of  which  makes  the  ungrateful  treatment  of  Titus 
afterwards  the  more  flagrant :  neither  is  there  any  notice 
taken  of  his  sacrificing:  one  of  Tamora's  sous,  which  the 
tragic  poet  bos  assigned  as  the  original  cause  of  all  her 
cruelties.  In  the  play,  Titus  loses  twenty-one  of  hia  sons 
in  war,  and  kills  another  for  assisting  Bassianus  to  carry 
off  Lsvinia  :  the  reader  will  find  it  different  in  the  ballad. 
In  the  latter  she  is  betrothed  to  the  Emperor's  son  ;  in 
the  play  to  hia  brother.  In  the  tragedy  only  two  of  his 
sons  fall  into  the  pit,  and  the  third,  being  banished, 
returns  to  Rome  with  a  victorious  army,  to  avenge  the 
wrongs  of  his  house  :  in  the  ballad  all  three  are  entrapped, 
and  suffer  death.  In  the  scene  the  Emperor  kills  Titus, 
and  is  in  return  stabbed  by  Titua's  surviving  son.  Here 
Titus  lulls  the  Emperor,  and  afterwards  himself. 

Let  the  reader  weigh  these  circumstances,  and  some 
others  wherein  he  will  find  them  unlike,  and  then  pro- 
nounce for  himself.  After  all,  there  is  reason  to  con- 
clude, that  this  play  was  rather  improved  by  Shakspeare 
with  a  few  fine  touchea  of  hia  pen,  than  originally  writ  by 
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him  i  for  not  to  menti&n  that  the  style  is  less  fignratif  e 
thtD  hU  others  generally  are,  this  tragedy  ii  oieationed 
with  discredit  in  the  Indjction  to  Ben  Jonson's  BarOmio- 
nrtcydr,  in  1614,  as  one  that  had  then  been  exhibited 
"five  and  twenty  or  thirty  years  :"  which,  if  we  take  the 
lowest  number,  throws  it  back  to  the  year  1589,  at  which 
time  ShalLspeare  was  but  25 :  an  earlier  date  than  can  be 
found  for  say  other  of  his  pieces' :  and  if  it  does  not  clear 
him  entirely  of  it,  shows  at  least  it  was  a  Brst  attempt*. 

The  following  is  given  from  a  copy  in  The  Golden  Gar- 
land, entitled  as  above  ;  compared  with  three  others,  two 
of  them  in  black  letter,  in  the  Pepys  Collection,  entitled 
7^  LaiaeMable  and  Tioffcal  Siitoiy  of  Tlitu  Andnmicvi, 
4c.— To  the  tune  o(  FbriuiK.  Printed  for  E.  Wright.— 
Unluckily  none  of  these  have  any  dates. 


You  noble  minda,  and  famous  tnartiaJl  wights. 
That  in  defence  of  native  country  fights. 
Give  eare  to  me,  that  ten  yeeres  foi^ht  for  Rome, 
Yet  reapt  disgrace  at  my  returning  home. 

In  Rome  I  lived  in  fame  fiiUe  threescore  yeeres,      6 
My  name  beloved  was  of  all  my  peeres  ; 
Full  five  and  twenty  valiant  sonnea  I  had. 
Whose  forwarde  vertuea  made  their  father  glad, 

■  Mr.  Halone  thinks  1S91  to  ba  the  en  when  our  iiithaT  cam- 
menecd  >  wriUr  for  ths  iiage.  S«,  in  hii  Siahpeare,  the  inge- 
nloni  "Mlemi)!  to  SKertun  (he  order  in  which  the  Ptifi  of 
Slukapeuv  were  written." 

'  ^nce  the  ibavg  wai  written,  8luktpeu«'>  memor]'  hu  been 
fvlij  rindiated  fnim  the  chaise  of  wriUng  the  iboTe  PU;  hf  the 
beat  critict.  3ee  nhnt  his  been  urged  ij  Steevent  uid  Hilone, 
in  their  excellent  ediiioni  of  Shdupeue,&c 
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For  when  Rome's  foes  their  warlike  forces  bent, 
Against  tliem  stille  my  sonnes  and  I  were  sent ;      10 
Against  the  Goths  full  ten  yeeres  weary  warre 
We  spent,  receiving  many  a  bloudy  scarre. 

Just  two  and  twenty  of  my  sonnes  were  slaine 
Before  we  did  retume  to  Rome  againe  : 
Of  Bve  and  twenty  sonnes,  I  brought  but  three      1 5 
Alive,  the  stately  towers  of  Rome  to  see. 

When  wars  were  done,  I  conquest  home  did  bring, 
And  did  present  my  prisoners  to  the  king. 
The  queene  of  Goths,  her  sons,  and  eke  a  moore, 
Which  did  such  murders,  like  was  nere  befofe.      20 

The  emperonr  did  make  this  queene  his  wife, 
Which  bred  in  Rome  debate  and  deadlie  strife  ; 
The  moore,  with  her  two  sonnes  did  growe  soe  proud. 
That  none  like  them  in  Rome  might  bee  allowd. 

The  moore  soe  pleas'd  this  new-made  empress'  eie. 
That  she  consented  to  him  secretlye  26 

For  to  abuse  her  husbands  marriage  bed. 
And  soe  in  time  a  blackamore  she  bred. 

Then  she,  whose  thoughts  to  murder  were  inclinde. 
Consented  with  the  moore  of  bloody  minde  30 

Against  myselfe,  my  kin,  and  all  my  friendes, 
In  cruell  sort  to  bring  them  to  their  endes,     g 
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Soe  when  in  age  I  thought  to  live  in  peace. 
Both  care  and  griefe  began  then  to  increase : 
Anioi^t  my  sonnea  I  had  one  daughter  bnght,'     35 
Which  joy'd,  and  pleased  best  my  aged  sight : 

My  deare  Lavinia  was  betrothed  than 

To  Cesare  sonne,  a  young  and  noble  man  : 

Who  in  a  himting  by  the  emperoura  wife, 

And  her  two  soimes,  bereaved  was  of  life.  40 

He  being  slaine,  was  cast  in  cruel  wise, 
Into  a  darksome  den  from  light  of  skies  : 
The  craell  moore  did  come  that  way  as  then 
With  my  three  sonnea,  who  fell  into  the  den. 

The  moore  then  fetcht  the  empeiour  with  speed,  45 
For  to  accuse  them  of  that  murderoua  deed ; 
And  when  my  sonnea  within  the  den  were  found, 
In  wrongfuU  piison  they  were  cast  and  bound. 

But  nowe,  behold  !  what  wounded  moat  my  mind, 
The  empreases  two  sonnea  of  savage  kind  60 

My  daughter  ravished  without  remorse. 
And  took  away  her  honour,  quite  perforce. 

When  they  had  tasted  of  soe  sweete  a  flowre. 
Fearing  this  sweete  should  shortly  turn  to  sowre. 
They  cutt  her  tongue,  whereby  she  coidd  not  tell 
How  that  dishonoure  unto  her  befell.  5fi 

VOL.   I.  B 
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Then  both  her  hand*  they  basely  cutt  off  quite, 
Whereby  their  wickednesse  ahe  could  not  write  ; 
Nor  with  her  needle  on  her  sempler  (owe 
I'he  bloudye  workers  of  her  direfull  woe.  60 

My  brother  Marcus  found  her  in  the  wood, 
Staining  the  grassie  ground  with  purple  bknid. 
That  trickled  iiom  her  Btumpei,  and  bloudlesse  armea : 
Noe  tongue  at  all  she  had  to  tell  her  hannes. 

But  when  I  aawe  her  in  diat  woefull  caae,  66 

With  teares  of  bloud  I  wet  mine  aged  &ce  : 

For  my  Lavinia  I  lamented  more 

Thffli  for  my  two  and  twen^  aoaaea  before. 

When  as  I  sawe  she  could  not  write  nor  speake. 
With  grief  mine  aged  heart  began  to  breake  ;         70 
We  apred  an  het^  of  sand  upcm  the  ground,  . 
Whereby  those  bloudy  tyrants  out  we  found. 

For  with  a  ataffe,  without  the  helpe  of  hand. 
She  writt  iheae  wordes  upon  the  plat  of  land : 
"  The  luatfiiU  xnines  of  the  proud  empereaae         75 
Are  doera  of  thia  hateful  wickedn^sse." 

I  tore  the  milk-white  hairs  from  off  mine  head, 
I  curat  the  houre  wherein  I  first  was  bred, 
I  wiaht  this  hand,  that  fought  for  countrie's  &uie, . 
In  cradle  rockt,  had  first  been  stnricen  lame.  80 
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The  naoore  delighting  still  in  villainy 

Did  say,  to  wtt  my  sonoes  from  prison  free 

I  should  unto  the  kii^  my  right  liand  give, 

And  then  my  three  imprisoned  sornies  should  live. 

The  moore  I  caus'd  to  strike  it  off  with  speede,     85 
Wherest  I^ewed  not  to  see  it  bleed, 
But  for  my  eoaoea  would  willingly  impart, 
And  for  their  ransome  send  my  bleeding  heart. 

But  as  my  life  did  lii^r  thus  in  paine. 
They  sent  to  me  my  bootlesse  hand  againe,  90 

And  therewithal  the  heades  of  my  three  sonnes, 
Which  filld  my  dying  heart  with  fresher  moiuies. 

Then  past  reliefe  I  upp  and  downe  did  goe, 
And  with  my  teares  writ  in  the  dust  my  woe : 
I  shot  my  arrowes  *  towaida  heaven  hie,  95 

And  for  revenge  to  hell  often  did  ciye. 

The  empresae  thai,  thinking  diat  I  was  mad. 
Like  Furies  she  and  both  her  stmnes  were  clad, 
(She  nam'd  Revenge,  and  Rape  and  Murder  they) 
To  undermine  and  heare  what  I  would  say.  100 


'  If  tba  b4lUd  «u  writtsn  beron  ths  plij,  I  ibould  inpiWH 
thii  to  b«  odIt  ■  metiphDHal  eipreoicm,  taken  ftom  tint  in  ihs 
PhIdu,  "Thej  ihost  ant  Ih^t  MTom,  eroi  Utur  wotdt." 
Pk  Mv.  3. 
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I  fed  their  foolish  Teinea  *  a  certaine  apace, 
Untill  my  friendea  did  find  a  secret  place, 
Where  both  her  BOnaea  unto  a  poet  were  bound. 
And  just  revenge  in  cmell  sort  was  found. 

I  cut  their  throatea,  mjr  dau^^tei  held  the  pan    101 
Betwixt  her  atumpea,  wherein  the  bloud  it  ran : 
And  then  I  ground  their  bones  to  powder  small. 
And  made  a  paste  for  pyes  streight  therewithall. 

Then  with  their  fleshe  I  made  two  might;  pyes. 
And  at  a  banquet  served  in  stately  wise:  IK 

Before  the  empresse  set  this  loathsome  meat; 
So  of  ber  sonnes  own  flesh  she  well  did  eat. 

Myselfe  bereav'd  my  daughter  then  of  life. 
The  empresse  then  I  slewe  with  blondy  knife. 
And  stabb'd  the  emperour  immecUatelie,  •  Hi 

And  then  myself :  even  soe  did  Titus  die. 

Then  this  revei^e  against  the  moore  was  found, 
Alive  they  sett  him  halfe  into  the  ground, 
Whereas  he  stood  unlill  such  time  he  staiv'd. 
And  soe  God  send  all  murderers  may  be  serv'd.  1 2' 

*  t,  e^  encouraged  them  in  their  fooliah  humoun,  ttt  ^det. 
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Tbe  first  sUnza  of  this  little  aonnet,  nhich  an  eminetit 
critic' justly  admires  for  its  eitreme  sweetness,  ia  found 
in  Shakspeare's  Meaiarefor  Meature,  act  iv.  fc.  1.  Both 
the  stanzas  are  preBerved  in  Beaum.  and  Flelcher*!  Bloody 
BnHher,  act  v.  ac.  2.  Sewel  and  Gildon  have  printed  it 
among'  Sbakspeare'a  amaller  poems,  but  tlie/  have  done 
the  same  by  twenty  other  pieces  that  were  never  writ  by 
him  ;  their  book  being'  a  wretched  heap  of  int 
and  mistakes.  It  is  not  tbund  in  Jaggard's  old  editioi 
Shakspeare's  Patdonate  Piigrime',  &c. 

Take,  oh  take  those  lips  away, 

That  so  aweedye  were  forswome  ; 
And  those  eyes,  the  breake  of  day. 

Lights,  diat  do  misleade  the  tnorne : 
But  my  kisses  biing  Bgaine, 
Scales  of  love,  but  seal'd  in  valDe. 


Hide,  oh  hide  those  bills  of  snone, 

Whiid)  thy  frozen  bosom  beares, 
On  whose  tops  the  pinkes  that  growe, 

Are  of  those  that  April  wears  :  10 

But  firM  set  my  poor  heart  free. 
Bound  in  those  icy  chains  by  thee. 

>  Dr.  Wub.  ia  hia  Siaiapeart. 

'  Mr.  Milone,  !d  hi>  improsed  edit,  of  Sbakspesre'a  Sonneti,  4r. 
littb  anbitilDtcd  tbia  initsid  of  Marloff's  MsdrigiJ,  pdnlcd  above ; 
fin  which  be  lutb  aaugned  reasoDa,  which  Ihs  mdn  rnvf  tee  ip 
bia  vol.  z.  p.  340. 
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Stfng  %tiv  sntr  iii  tixtt  Banailitn*. 

The  reader  has  bere  ui  ancient  ballad  on  the  aalgect  of 
King  Lear,  which  (bi  b  sensible  female  critic  has  well 
olwerved')  bears  so  einct  an  analogy  to  the  a^^ument  of 
ShaLspeare's  play,  that  bis  baling  copied  it  could  not  be 
doubted,  if  it  were  certain  that  it  was  written  before  the 
tr^edy.  Here  is  found  the  hint  of  Lear's  madness,  wbich 
the  old  chronicles*  do  not  mention,  as  also  the  extra- 
vagunt  cruelty  exercised  on  him  by  hia  daugblers :  in  the 
death  of  Lear  they  likewise  Tery  exactly  coincide.  The 
misfortune  is,  that  there  is  nottaiog  to  aisiit  us  in  ascertun- 
ingthedate  of  the  ballad  but  what  little  eTtdence  ariseafrora 
within  i  this  the  reader  must  weigh,  and  judge  for  himself. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  Shakspeare  was  not 
the  first  of  our  dramatic  poets  who  fitted  the  story  of  Lsik 
to  the  stage.  His  first  4to.  edidon  is  dated  1608 ;  but 
three  yean  before  that,  liad  been  printed  a  play  entitled 
T%e  true  Chrmacle  Hiitory  of  Leir  and  Aii  lAree  Daug/itcn, 
GimorUl,  Ragan,  and  CoMltUa,  ai  ii  Aaih  £«en  d«>ert  and 
tundrif  limei  kUeU/  acted,  160A,  4to.  This  is  a  very  poor 
and  dull  peribrmance,  but  happily  exdted  Shakspeare  to 
undertake  tbe  sut^ect,  wbich  he  has  given  with  very  difW 
fereut  indents.  It  if  remarkable,  that  neither  the  rar- 
cumslancea  of  Loir's  madness,  nor  his  retinue  of  a  select 
number  of  knights,  nor  the  affecting  deaths  of  Cordelia 
and  Leir,  are  found  in  that  first  dramatic  piece ;  in  all 
which  Shakspeare  concurs  with  this  ballad. 

But  to  form  a  true  judgment  of  Shakspeare'a  merit,  the 
curious  reader  shoald  cast  his  eye  over  that  previous 
sketch :  which  he  will  find  printed  at  the  end  of  the 
Twenty  Plays  of  Shakspeare,  repubUshed  from  the  quarto 
imprenions  by  George  Steevens,  with  such  elegance  and 
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9,  u  led  Di  to  expect  that  fine  edition  of  all  the 
works  of  oar  great  dnunatic  poet,  which  he  hath  unce 
publiabed. 

The  fbllowii^  ballad  a  givea  from  an  ancient  copf  in 
the  Golden  Garlaltd,  bt.  let.  entitled,  A  lamentable  Song  of 
the  Death  of  Sing  Leir  and  hit  Uiree  Daughten.  To  the 
tune  of  Whenflying  Fitme. 


King  Leir  once  ruled  in  this  land, 

With  princely  power  and  peace  ; 
And  bad  all  things  with  hearts  content, 

That  might  his  joyg  increase. 
Amongst  those  things  that  nature  gave. 

Three  daughters  tair  had  he, 
So  princely  seeming  be&utitid, 

As  ikirer  could  not  be. 

So  on  a  time  it  pkas'd  the  king 

A  questiiHi  thus  to  move, 
Which  of  his  dai^ters  to  his  grace 

Could  shew  the  dearest  love  : 
For  to  my  age  you  bring  content, 

Q,uolb  be,  then  let  me  hear 
Which  of  you  three  in  plighted  troth 

The  kindest  will  appear. 

To  whom  the  eldest  thus  b^an  ; 

Dear  father,  mind,  quoth  she, 
Before  your  face,  to  do  you  good. 

My  blood  shall  render'd  be  : 
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And  for  your  sake  my  bleeding  heart 

Shall  here  be  cut  in  twain, 
Ere  that  I  see  your  reverend  age 

The  smallest  grief  sustaia. 

And  BO  will  I,  the  second  said  ; 

Dear  father,  for  your  sake, 
The  worst  of  all  extremities 

I'll  gently  undertake : 
And  serve  your  highness  night  and  day 

With  diligence  and  love  ; 
That  sweet  content  and  quietness 

Discomforts  may  remove. 

In  doing  so,  you  glad  my  aoul. 

The  aged  king  reply'd ; 
But  what  sayst  thou,  my  youngest  girl, 

How  is  thy  love  ally'd  i 
My  love  (quoth  young  Cordelia  then) 

Which  to  your  grace  I  owe, 
Shall  be  die  duty  of  a  child, 

And  that  is  all  I'll  show. 

And  wilt  thou  shew  no  more,  quoth  he, 

Than  doth  thy  duty  bind  1 
I  well  perceive  thy  love  is  small, 

When  as  no  more  I  find  : 
Henceforth  I  banish  thee  my  court, 

Thou  art  no  child  of  mine  ; 
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Nor  any  part  of  this  my  realm 
By  favour  shall  be  thine. 

Thy  elder  sisters  loves  are  more 

Than  well  I  can  demand, 
To  whom  I  equally  bestow 

My  kingdome  and  my  land, 
My  pompal  state  and  all  my  goods. 

That  lovingly  I  may 
With  those  thy  sisters  be  m^tain'd 

Until  my  dying  day. 

Thus  flattering  speeches  won  renown. 

By  these  two  sisters  here  : 
The  third  had  causeless  banishment. 

Yet  was  her  love  more  dear  : 
For  poor  Cordelia  patiently 

Went  wandring  up  and  down, 
Unhelp'd,  unpity'd,  gentle  maid. 

Through  many  an  English  town  ; 

Untill  at  last  in  famous  France 

She  gentler  fortunes  found ; 
Though  poor  and  bare,  yet  she  was  deem'd 

The  fairest  on  the  ground : 
Where  when  the  king  her  virtues  heard, 

And  this  fair  lady  seen. 
With  full  consent  of  all  his  court 

He  made  his  wife  and  queen. 
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Her  father  kbg  Leir  this  while 

With  his  two  dau^ten  itaid ; 
Foi^etfal  of  their  promis'd  lores, 

Full  soon  the  same  decay'd  ; 
And  living  in  queen  Kagm's  court. 

The  eldest  of  the  twain, 
She  took  from  him  his  cbiefest  means, 

And  most  of  all  hie  train. 

For  whereas  twenty  men  were  wont 

To  wait  with  bended  knee  : 
She  gave  allowance  but  to  ten, 

And  aAer  scarce  to  three  : 
Nay,  one  she  thought  too  mudi  for  him, 

So  took  she  all  away. 
In  hope  that  iu  her  court,  good  king, 

He  would  no  longer  stay. 

Am  I  rewarded  thus,  quoth  he. 

In  giving  all  I  have 
Unto  my  children,  and  to  beg 

For  what  I  lately  gave  1 
I'll  go  unto  my  Oonoiell ; 

My  second  child,  I  know. 
Will  be  more  kind  and  pidfiil. 

And  will  relieve  my  vroe. 

Full  fait  he  hies  then  to  her  court ; 
Where  when  she  heard  his  moan 
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Retum'd  hiiu  answer,  That  she  griev'd 
That  all  his  means  were  gcme  : 

But  no  way  could  relieve  his  wants ; 
Yet  if  that  he  would  stay 

Within  her  kitchen,  he  should  have 
What  scullions  gave  away. 

When  he  had  heard,  with  bitter  teaia. 

He  made  his  answer  then ; 
In  what  I  did  let  me  be  made 

Esample  to  all  men. 
I  will  return  again,  quoth  he. 

Unto  tny  Ragan's  court ; 
She  will  not  use  me  thus,  I  hope. 

But  in  a  kinder  sort. 

Where  when  he  came,  she  gave  command 

To  drive  him  thence  away  : 
When  he  was  well  within  her  court 

(She  said)  he  would  not  stay. 
Then  back  again  to  Oonorell 

The  woeful  king  did  hie, 
That  in  her  kitchen  he  might  have 

What  scullion  boys  set  by. 

But  there  of  that  he  was  deny'd. 
Which  she  had  promis'd  late  : 

For  once  refusing,  he  should  not 
Come  after  to  her  gate. 
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Thus  twixt  his  daughters,  for  relief 

He  wandred  up  and  down  ; 
Being  glad  U>  feed  on  be^ars  food. 

That  lately  wore  a  crown. 

And  calling  to  remembrance  then 

His  youngest  daughters  words, 
That  said  the  duty  of  a  child 

Was  all  that  love  affords  : 
But  doubting  to  repair  to  her, 

Whom  he  had  banish'd  bo, 
Grew  frantick  mad  ;  for  in  his  mind 

He  bore  the  wounds  of  woe  : 

Which  made  him  rend  his  milk-white  locks, 

And  tresses  from  his  head, 
And  all  with  blood  bestain  his  cheeks, 

With  age  and  honour  spread. 
To  hills  and  woods  and  watry  founts, 

He  made  his  hourly  moan, 
Till  hills  and  woods,  and  sensless  things, 

Did  seem  to  sigh  and  gioan. 

Even  thus  posseat  with  discontents. 

He  passed  o'ce  to  France, 
In  hopes  from  fair  Cordelia  there. 

To  find  some  gentler  chance  : 
Most  virtuous  dame  !  which  when  she  beard 

Of  this  her  father's  grief. 
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As  duty  bound,  she  quickly  sent 
Him  comfort  and  relief: 

And  by  a  train  of  noble  peera. 

In  brave  and  gallant  sort. 
She  gave  in  charge  he  ahould  be  brou^t 

To  Aganippus'  court  j 
Whose  royal  king,  with  noble  mind 

So  freely  gave  consent, 
To  muster  up  his  knights  at  armB, 

To  fitme  and  courage  bent. 

And  to  to  England  came  with  speed, 

To  reposfiease  king  Leir, 
And  drive  his  daughters  from  their  thrones 

By  his  Cordelia  dear : 
Where  she,  true-hearted  noble  queen. 

Was  in  the  battel  slain  : 
Vet  he  good  king,  in  his  old  days, 

Poesest  his  cronn  again. 

But  when  he  heard  Cordelia's  death. 

Who  died  indeed  for  love 
Of  her  dear  &ther,  in  whose  cause 

She  did  this  battle  move  ; 
He  swoonii^  fell  upon  her  breaat. 

From  whence  he  never  parted  : 
But  on  her  bosom  lefi  his  life, 

That  was  so  truly  hearted. 
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The  lorda  and  nobles  when  they  law 

The  end  of  these  events. 
The  other  sisters  unto  death 

They  doomed  by  consents 
And  being  dead,  their  crovnis  they  left 

Unto  the  next  of  kin  : 
Thus  have  you  seen  the  fall  of  pride, 

And  disobedient  sin. 


I<  found  in  the  little  collection  oT  Shskspeare*B  Sonnets, 
entitled  the  Pataonate  PUgrimt ',  the  grestMt  part  of 
which  leenii  to  relate  to  the  amours  of  Venos  and  Adonis, 
beiogr  little  efiiuions  of  fancy,  probably  written  while  he 
WH  RKnpoung  hii  larger  Poem  on  that  sutijeet.  The  fol- 
lowing  seenu  intended  for  the  tnouth  of  Venui,  we^hii^ 
the  comparatiTe  merits  of  youthful  Adonis  and  aged  Tul* 
can.  In  the  Gariaad  of  Good-aill  it  is  reprinted,  with  the 
additian  of  four  more  such  stanzas,  but  evidently  written 

Ckabbed  Age  and  Youth 

Cannot  lire  together ; 
Youth  is  fiill  of  pleasance. 

Age  is  full  of  care  : 
Youth  like  summei  mom,  6 

Age  like  winter  weather, 

'  Hentioiicd  sboit.  Song  lii.  b.  ii. 
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Youth  like  summer  brave. 

Age  like  winter  bare  : 
Youth  is  full  of  sport. 
Ages  breath  ia  short ; 

Youth  is  nimble,  Age  is  lame  : 
Youth  is  hot  Bod  bold. 
Age  i»  weak  and  cold  ; 

Youth  is  wild,  and  Age  ia  tame. 
Age,  I  do  abhor  thee, 
Youth,  I  do  adore  thee  ; 

O,  my  love,  my  love  ia  young  : 
Age,  I  do  defie  thee  ; 
Oh  sweet  shepheard,  hie  thee, 

For  methinks  thou  stayst  too  long. 

*•*  See  Malone'a  Shskspesre,  rol.  x.  p.  325. 


xvn. 

Vbt  ^oltAtomt  Buitt,  or  t(e  Ktxiirx'* 
<Saa3i  jFartttnt. 

Tbb  (bllowin;  ballad  is  apon  the  same  subject  as  tfae 
Induction  to  Sbakspeare'i  Taming  of  the  Shrew .-  whether 
It  may  be  thought  to  have  suggested  the  hint  to  the  dra- 
matic poet,  or  ia  not  rather  of  later  date,  the  reader  must 


The  story  is  told  of  PWlip  the  Good ',  Duke  of  Bur- 

gnndy,  and  is  thns  related  by  an  old  English  writer  i 

■  "  The  swd  duke,  at  the  marriage  of  Eleonora,  sister  to 

tbe  king  of  Portugall,  at  Bruges  In  Flanders,  which  was 

<  Bj  LudoT,  Vira  in  Bpul.  ud  b;  Poat  UeaWr,  Rentn  Bw- 
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Bolemniied  in  the  deepe  of  winter  i  wben  as  hj  reason  of 
UDieasonable  weather  he  could  neither  hawke  nor  hunt, 
and  was  now  tired  with  cards,  dice,  &c.,  and  Bucb  other 
domeitick  sports,  or  to  see  ladies  dance  ;  with  some  of  his 
oourtiers  he  would  in  the  evening  waike  disguised  all 
about  the  towne.  Il  so  fortuned,  as  he  was  walking  late 
one  lught,  be  found  a  countre;  fellow  dead  drunke.  snort- 
ing on  a  buike ;  be  caused  his  followers  to  bring  him  to  his 
palace,  anil  there  stripping  him  of  his  old  clothes,  and 
attyrtng  him  after  the  court  fashion,  when  he  wakened, 
he  and  the;  were  all  read;  Co  attend  upon  his  eicellenc;, 
and  persuade  him  that  he  was  some  great  duke.  The 
poor  fellow  admiring'  how  he  came  there,  was  served  in 
state  all  da;  long ;  after  supper  he  saw  them  dance,  heard 
musicke,  and  all  the  rest  of  those  courl-like  pleasures ; 
but  late  at  night,  when  he  was  well  tipled,  and  agva  hste 
asleepe,  the;  put  on  his  old  robes,  and  so  conve;ed  him 
to  the  place' where  the;  first  found  him.  Now  the  fellow 
had  not  made  them  so  good  sport  the  da;  before,  as  he 
did  DOW,  when  tie  returned  lo  himself;  all  the  jest  was  to 
see  how  he  looked  upon  it.  In  conclusion,  after  some 
little  admiration,  the  poore  man  told  his  friends  he  had 
seen  a  vision,  constantl;  believed  it,  and  would  not  other- 
wise be  penuaded,  and  so  the  jest  ended." — Burton's 
Anat-ofMetancholi/,  pt.  ii.  sec.  2,  meni.4.  3ded.  1624, fol. 
This  ballad  is  given  from  a  blsck  letter  cop;  in  the 
Fep;s  Collection,  which  is  entitled  as  above.  "  To  the 
tnne  of  Foitd  boy." 


Now  as  fame  does  report  a  young  dtike  keeps  a  court, 
One  that  pleases  his  fancy  with  froticksome  sport : 
But  amongst  all  the  rest,  here  is  one  I  protest,  [jest  i 
Which  will  make  you  to  smile  when  you  hear  the  true 
A  poor  tinker  he  found,  lying  drunk  on  the  ground,  5 
As  secure  in  a  sleep  as  if  laid  in  a  swound. 
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The  duke  said  U>  his  men,  William,  Richard,  and  Ben, 
Tak«  him  home  to  my  palace,  we'll  sport  with  him  then. 
O'er  a  horse  he  was  laid,  and  with  care  soon  convey'd 
To  the  palace,  altho'  he  was  poorly  arrai'd  :  10 

Then  they  stript  ofT  hia  cloatha,  both  his  shirt,  shoes,  and 
And  diey  put  him  to  bed  for  to  take  his  repose,    [hose. 

Having  pull'd  off  his  shiit,  which  was  all  over  durt. 
They  did  give  him  clean  holland,  this  was  no  great  hurt: 
On  a  bed  of  soft  down,  like  a  lord  of  renown,  1 5 

They  did  lay  him  to  sleep  the  drink  out  of  his  crown. 
In  the  morning  when  day,  then  admiring  he  lay. 
For  to  see  the  rich  chamber  both  gaudy  and  gay. 

Now  be  lay  something  late,  in  his  rich  bed  of  state. 
Till  at  last  knights  and  squires  they  on  him  did  wait ;  20 
And  the  chamberling  bare,  then  did  likewise  declare, 
He  desir'd  to  know  what  apparel  he'd  ware  : 
The  poor  dnker  amaz'd,  on  the  gendeman  gaz'd, 
And  admired  how  he  to  this  honour  was  rais'd. 

Tho'  he  seem'd  something  mute,  yet  he  chose  a  rich  suit. 
Which  he  sCraitways  put  on  without  longer  dispute  ;    26 
With  a  star  on  his  aide,  which  the  tinker  offl  ey'd, 
And  it  seem'd  for  to  swell  him  '  no '  little  with  pride ; 
Foi  he  said  to  himself,  Where  is  Joan  my  sweet  wife  1 
Sure  she  never  did  see  me  so  fine  in  her  life.  80 

From  a  convenient  place,  the  ti^t  duke  his  good  grace 
Did  observe  his  behaviour  in  every  case. 
VOL.  I.  s 
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To  a  garden  of  state,  on  the  tinker  they  wait, 
Trumpets  sounding  before  him :  thought  he,  this  is  great : 
Where  an  hour  or  two,  pleasant  walks  he  did  view,    35 
With  commanders  and  squires  in  scarlet  and  blew. 

A  fine  dimter  was  drest,  both  for  him  and  his  guests, 
He  was  plac'd  at  the  table  above  all  the  rest. 
In  a  rich  chair  '  or  bed,'  lin'd  with  fine  crimson  red. 
With  a  rich  golden  canopy  over  his  head :  40 

As  he  sat  at  his  meat,  the  musick  play'd  sweet, 
With  the  choicest  of  singing  his  joys  to  compleaL 

While  the  tinker  did  dine,  he  had  plenty  of  wine, 
Rich  canary  with  sherry  and  tent  superfine. 
Like  a  right  honest  soul,  faith,  he  took  off  his  bowl, 
Till  at  last  he  began  for  to  tumble  and  roul  46 

From  his  chair  to  the  floor,  where  he  sleeping  did  snore, 
Being  seven  times  drunker  than  ever  before. 

Then  the  duke  did  ordain,  they  should  strip  him  amain, 
And  restore  him  his  old  leather  garments  again  i  SO 
'Twas  a  point  next  the  worst,  yet  perform  it  they  must. 
And  they  carry'd  him  strait,  where  they  found  him  at  first; 
Then  he  slept  all  the  night,  as  indeed  well  he  might ; 
But  when  he  did  waken,  his  joys  took  their  flight. 

For  his  glory  '  to  him  '  so  pleasant  did  seem,  i>5 

That  he  thought  it  to  be  but  a  meer  golden  dream  ; 
Till  at  length  he  was  brought  to  the  duke,  where  he  sooght 
For  a  pardon,  as  fearing  he  had  set  him  at  nought ; 
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But  his  h^hness  he  said,  Tbou'it  a  joUy  bold  blade, 
Such  a  frolick  before  I  think  oevei  naa  plaid.       60 

Then  hia  highness  bespoke  bim  a  new  suit  and  cloak, 
Which  he  gave  for  the  sake  of  this  frolicksome  joak; 
Nay,  and  five  hundred  pound,   with   ten  acres  of 
ground,  63 

Thou  shalt  never,  said  he,  range  the  counteries  rmuid, 
Crying  old  brass  to  mend,  for  I'll  be  thy  good  friend. 
Nay,  and  Joan  thy  sweet  wife  shall  my  duchess  attend. 

Then  the  tinker  reply'd,  What  I  must  Joan  my  sweet 
Be  a  lady  in  chariots  of  pleasure  to  ride  ?  [bride 
Must  we  have  gold  and  land  ev'ry  day  at  command? 
Then  I  shall  be  a  squire  I  well  understand  :  70 

Well  I  thank  your  good  grace,  and  your  love  1 
I  was  never  before  in  so  happy  a  case.        [embrace, 


Dispersed  through  Shakepeare's  plays  are  innumerable 
little  fragments  of  ancient  ballads,  the  entire  copies  of 
which  could  Dot  be  recovered.  Many  of  these  being  of 
the  most  beautiful  and  pathetic  simplicity,  the  Ethtor  was 
tempted  to  select  some  of  them,  and  with  a  few  supple- 
mental stanzas  to  connect  them  together,  and  fonn  them 
into  a  little  Tale,  which  is  here  submitted  to  the  reader's 
candour. 

9  taken  from  Beauuiont  and 
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It  was  a  friar  of  orders  gray 

Walkt  forth  to  tell  his  beades  ; 
And  h«  met  with  a  lady  fairs 

Clad  in  a  pilgrime's  weedes. 

Mow  Christ  thee  save  thou  reverend  friar,  5 

I  pray  thee  tell  to  me, 
If  ever  at  yon  holy  shrine 

My  true  love  thon  didst  see. 

And  how  should  I  know  your  true  lose 

From  many  another  one  ?  10 

O  by  his  cockle  bat,  and  etaff. 
And  by  his  sandal  shoone  *■ 

But  chiefly  by  his  face  and  mien, 

That  were  so  fair  to  view  ; 
His  flaxen  locks  that  sweedy  curl'd,  15 

And  eyne  of  lovely  blue. 

O  lady,  he  is  dead  and  gone ! 

Lady,  he's  dead  and  gone  ! 
And  at  his  head  a  green  grass  turfe, 

And  at  his  heels  a  stone.  20 

Within  these  holy  cloyaters  long 
He  Isnguisht,  and  he  dyed, 

'  These  ire  the  dialinguubing  mirkt  of  a  PQgrim.  Tbe  chief 
plua  of  derodon  being  beyond  lea,  the  pilgrimi  were  wont  to  pat 
cockle-ahella  in  their  iixi  to  denote  the  iatentioDor  peribmiuiEe 
of  Iheit  deletion.     Wab.  Shak^.  vol.  rili.  p.  224. 
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Lamenting  of  a  ladyes  love, 
And  'playning  of  her  pride. 

Here  bore  him  barefac'd  on  his  hier 
Six  proper  youths  aitd  tall, 

And  man;  a  tear  bedew'd  his  grave 
Within  yon  kirk-yard  wall. 

And  art  thou  dead,  thou  gentle  yonth  ! 

And  art  thou  dead  and  gone  ! 
And  didst  thou  dye  for  love  of  me  I 

Break,  cruel  heart  of  stone ! 

O  weep  not,  lady,  weep  not  soe  ; 

Some  ghostly  comfort  seek : 
Let  not  vain  sorrow  rive  thy  heart, 

Ne  tearea  bedew  thy  cheek. 

O  do  not,  do  not,  holy  friar, 

My  sorrow  now  reprove ; 
For  I  have  lost  the  sweetest  youdi. 

That  e'er  wan  ladyes  love. 

And  nowe,  alas  t  for  thy  sad  losse, 
I'll  evermore  weep  and  sigh  ; 

For  thee  I  only  wisht  to  live, 
For  thee  I  wish  to  dye. 

Weep  no  more,  lady,  weep  no  more, 
Thy  sorrowe  is  in  vune  : 
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For  violeU  pluckt  the  sweetaK  ahowera 
Will  ne'er  make  grow  agabe. 

Our  joyeB  as  wiuged  dreanu  doe  flye, 
Why  then  should  sorrow  last  ? 

Since  grief  but  aggravates  thy  loase, 
Grieve  not  for  what  is  past. 

O  say  not  soe,  thou  holy  ftiar ; 

I  pray  thee,  say  not  soe ; 
For  since  my  true-love  dyed  for  mee, 

'Tib  meet  my  tears  should  flow. 

And  will  he  ne'er  come  again  1 

Will  he  ne'er  come  agam  7 
Ah !  no,  he  is  dead  and  laid  in  his  grave, 

For  ever  to  remain. 

His  cheek  was  redder  than  the  rose ; 

The  comliest  youth  was  he  I — 
But  he  is  dead  and  laid  in  his  grave  : 

Alas,  and  woe  is  me  I 

Sigh  no  more,  lady,  si^  no  more. 

Men  were  deceivers  ever  : 
One  foot  on  sea  and  one  on  land. 

To  one  thing  constant  never. 

Hadst  thou  been  fond,  he  had  been  false. 
And  left  thee  sad  and  heavy  ; 
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For  young  men  ever  were  fickle  found, 
Since  sunmier  trees  were  leafy 

Now  say  not  so,  thou  holy  friar, 

1  pray  thee  say  not  soe  ; 
My  love  he  had  the  truest  heart :  75 

O  he  was  ever  true  ! 

And  art  thou  dead,  thou  much-loT'd  youth, 

And  didst  thou  dye  for  me  ? 
Then  farewell  borne  ;  for  ever-more 

A  pilgrim  I  vrill  bee.  80 

But  first  upon  my  true'love's  grave 

My  weary  limbs  I'll  lay, 
And  thrice  I'll  kiss  the  green^prass  turf, 

That  wraps  his  breathless  clay. 

Yet  stay,  fair  lady  ;  rest  awhile  85 

Beneath  this  cloyster  wall : 
See  fhrough  the  hawthorn  blows  the  cold  wind. 

And  drizzly  rain  doth  fall. 

O  stay  me  not,  tbou  holy  friar ; 

O  stay  me  not,  I  pray  ;  90 

No  drizzly  rain  that  falls  on  me. 

Can  wash  my  &ult  away. 

Yet  stay,  ^r  lady,  turn  again. 
And  dry  those  pearly  tears ; 
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For  see  beneath  this  gown  of  gray  95 

Thy  owne  (rue-love  appears. 

Here  forc'd  by  grief,  and  hopeless  love, 

These  holy  weeds  I  sought ; 
And  here  amid  these  lonely  walls 

To  end  my  days  I,  thought.  100 

But  haply  for  my  year  of  grace' 

Is  not  yet  past  away, 
Might  I  BtiU  hope  to  win  thy  love, 

No  longer  would  I  stay. 

Now  farewell  grief,  and  welcome  joy  105 

Once  more  unto  my  heart ; 
For  since  1  have  found  thee,  lovely  youth. 

We  never  more  will  part, 

*  Tho  jtmi  ol  pnibuion,  oi  noviciate. 

*•*  As  the  foregoing  song  has  been  thought  to  have 
sug^^ted  to  our  late  excellent  poet,  Dr.  Goldsmith,  the 
plan  of  bis  beautiful  ballad  of  Edum  aad  Emeia,  (first 
printed  in  his  Picar  of  Wakefield,')  it  is  but  justice  to  his 
menorf  to  declare,  that  liis  poem  was  written  first,  and 
tbat  if  there  is  any  imitation  in  the  case,  they  will  be 
found  both  to  be  indebted  to  the  beautiful  old  ballad. 
Gentle  Serdunaa,  Sec.  printed  in  the  second  Tolume  of 
tbla  work,  which  the  Doctor  had  much  admired  in  manu- 
script, and  has  finely  improved.  See  vol.  il.  booV.  i.  song 
xiv.  ver.  37,  Ac. 
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SERIES  THE  FIRST. 

BOOK  m. 


€i>t  mart  fBiolimt  JSalialf  sf  Cj^tb^  Cjfutt. 

At  the  beginoing  of  this  Tolume  we  gave  the  old  original 
song  of  Chevt-Chabb.  The  reader  hai  here  the  more 
impraved  ediuoa  of  that  fine  heroic  ballad.  It  will  atTord 
an  agreeable  entertainmeDt  to  the  curioiu  to  compare 
them  together,  and  to  aee  how  far  the  latter  bard  has  ex- 
celled bis  predecessor,  and  where  he  has  bUen  abort  of 
him.  For  though  he  hag  every  where  improved  tbe  ver- 
sification, and  generally  the  sentiment  and  diction,  ;et 
some  few  passages  retun  more  dignit;  in  the  ancient 
copy :  at  least  the  obsoleteness  of  the  style  serves  as  a 
veil  to  hide  whatever  might  appear  too  familiar  or  vulgar 
in  them.  Thus,  for  instance,  the  catastrophe  of  the  gallant 
Witherington  is  in  the  modem  copy  expressed  in  terms 
whicii  never  ^  at  present  to  excite  ridicule,  whereas  in 
the  original  it  is  related  with  a  plain  and  pathetic  simpli- 
city, that  is  liable  to  no  such  unlucky  effect.    See  the 
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"  For  Withertngtoa  mj  heart  i>  woe, 
That  erec  he  skin  ihouM  be : 
For  when  hia  legi  were  hewn  in  two, 
He  knelt  ind  fought  on  hii  koee." 

So  again,  the  staoM  which  describes  the  tall  of  Monlgo- 
mery  U  somewhat  more  elevated  in  the  autneut  copf : 

"  The  dial  it  «u  both  sod  ind  ton. 
He  on  Mon^jonierj  Ht ; 
The  awsu-feitherB  his  anon  bore 

With  hit  heut'i  blood  wen  wet."        p.  13. 

We  might  also  add,  that  the  circumBiances  of  the  battle 
are  more  cleariy  concaved,  and  the  several  inddents 
more  distinctly  marked  in  the  old  original,  than  in  the 
improved  copy.  It  is  well  known  that  the  ancient  English 
weapon  was  the  long  bow,  and  that  this  imtion  excelled 
all  others  in  archery  ;  while  the  Scottish  warriora  chiefly 
depended  on  the  uae  of  the  spear :  this  characteristic  dif- 
ference never  escapes  our  andent  tiard,  whose  description 
of  the  first  onset  (p.  9)  is  to  the  following  eSect : 

"  The  proposal  of  the  two  gallant  earls  to  determine  the 
dispute  by  single  combat  being  over-ruled,  the  English, 
says  he,  who  stood  with  their  bows  ready  bent,  gave  a 
general  dischai^e  of  their  arrows,  which  slew  seven  score 
spearmen  of  the  enemy :  but  notwithstanding  so  severe  a 
loss,  Douglas,  like  a  brare  captain,  kept  hia  ground.  He 
had  divided  bis  forces  ioto  three  columns,  who,  as  soon  as 
the  English  had  diachsi^d  the  first  volley,  bore  down 
upon  tbem  with  their  spears,  and  breaking  through  their 
ranks,  reduced  tbem  to  close  fighting.  The  archers  upon 
this  dropt  their  bows  and  had  recourse  to  their  swords ; 
and  there  followed  so  sharp  a  conflict,  that  multitudes  on 
both  ades  lost  their  lives."  In  the  midst  of  this  general 
engagement,  at  length  the  two  great  earls  meet,  and  after 
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B  (jdrited  rencounter  agree  to  breathe ;  upon  which  a 
parley  ensues,  that  would  do  honour  to  Homer  himaelF.  ' 
Nothing  can  be  more  pleasiDgly  distinct  and  cireum- 
Btantial  than  thij  i  whereas  the  modem  cop;,  though  in 
general  it  has  great  merit,  ia  here  unluckily  both  confused 
and  ohacure.  Indeed  the  original  words  bccdi  hore  to 
have  been  totally  muunderstood.  "Yet  bydys  the  jerl 
Douglas  upon  the  bent,'  evidently  signifies, "  Yet  the  earl 
Douglas  abides  in  the ^£f;"  whereas  the  more  modem 
bard  seems  to  have  understood  by  itni,  the  inclination 
of  his  mind,  and  accordingly  runs  quite  off  from  the  sub- 
ject', 

"  Td  drlre  tbc  deer  with  houod  uid  ham 

E«rl  Dooglu  had  the  bent"  t.  109. 

One  may  also  obserre  a  generous  impartiality  in  the 
old  original  bard,  when  in  the  conclusion  of  his  tale  he 
represents  both  nylons  as  quitting  the  £eld  without  any 
reproBchtiil  reflection  on  either  :  though  he  gives  to  his 
own  countrymen  the  credit  of  being  the  smaller  number. 
"  Of  riflcen  hundred  irchen  of  Englmd 

Went  aws;  but  6ttj  and  thne ; 
Oftwentj  hundred  spwimen  of  Scotland, 

But  even  five  and  6Sj."  p.  14. 

He  tttiibateiJligU  to  neither  party,aa  hath  been  done  in 
the  modem  copies  of  this  ballad,  as  welt  Scotch  as  English. 
For,  to  be  even  with  our  latter  bard,  who  makea  the 
Scots  to  Jlee,  some  reviser  of  North  BritEun  baa  turned 
his  own  arms  against  him,  and  printed  an  edition  at 
Glasgow,  h)  which  the  lines  are  thus  transposed  : 

"  Of  Gftesn  hundred  Scottuh  apein. 

Went  hune  bat  flRy-thrm ; 

or  tmn^  hnndred  EDgliahmen 

Soaica  fiftr-fire  did  flee :" 

■  In  the  present  edldon,  in 
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and  to  couotenance  thU  change,  he  hai  sujqireBsed  the 
two  atanzBi  between  ver.240  audver.  249.  From  that 
editioD  I  ha^e  here  refonned  the  Scoltuh  names  in  p.  279, 
which  in  the  modern  English  ballad  appeared  to  be  cor- 
rupted. 

When  I  call  the  present  admired  ballad  modem,  I  onlj 
mean  that  it  is  comparstivelj  so  ;  for  that  it  could  not  be 
writ  mnch  later  than  the  time  of  Qaeen  Elizabeth,  I  think 
maj  be  made  appear  ;  nor  jet  does  it  aeem  to  be  older 
than  the  be^nning  of  the  last  centur;^  Sir  Philip  Sid> 
ttey,  when  he  compliung  of  the  antiquated  phrase  of  CSnji 
CAiuff,  could  never  have  seen  this  improved  cop  j,  the  lan- 
guage of  which  ii  not  more  aitcient  than  that  he  himself 
used.  It  it  probable  that  the  encomiums  of  so  admired  a 
writer  excited  some  bard  to  revise  the  ballad,  and  to  free 
it  from  those  faults  he  bad  otyectcd  to  it.  That  it  couid 
not  be  much  later  than  that  time,  appears  from  the  phrase 
dok/ul  dianptt  which  in  that  age  carried  do  ill  sound 
with  it,  but  to  the  next  generation  became  ridiculous. 
We  have  seen  it  pass  uncensured  in  a  sonnet  that  was  at 
that  time  in  request,  and  where  it  could  not  fail  to  have 
been  taken  notice  of,  had  it  been  in  the  least  exception- 
able :  see  above,  p.  200.     Yet  in  about  half  a  centurj 

'  A  Ute  vrriter  hu  itarted  a  notiOD,  lliat  dio  aon  moderri  copy 
"wu  viitMa  to  b«  iting  bj  ■  partj  of  Euglith,  linded  by  ■ 
Ttonftlu  in  the  jar  1G24;  which  li  llie  true  reuon  wky,  *t  the 
Bune  time  that  it  givn  th«  advintiige  to  t!i<  Engliih  toldien 
■hove  ttw  Scotch,  it  give*  jtl  so  lovely  tni  to  inanihstlj  lupeiior 
a  chincm  to  the  Scotch  comminiler  above  Iho  Engllih."  See 
8>r'a  Bt»u/  OH  tie  Numbtr^  ofParadiK  Lott,  iXa.  1745,  p.  167. 

Thii  appeus  lo  nie  i  gronndloii  conjecture :  Ibo  lugoigs  Komi 
too  modeni  for  the  date  above  mentioned ;  and  had  it  been  printed 
even  10  ewly  u  Qaeen  Eliiabeth'i  lagn,  1  think  I  ihould  have 
met  with  some  eopj  wherdn  the  fint  line  would  have  been, 

Ood  progper  loi^  our  noble  qneen, 
M  was  (be  eiM  wlUi  the  Miad  Btggar  of  Btiaal  Qrttn;  leevolii. 
bMk  JL  no.  10. 
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after,  it  wti  become  burlesque.    See  HuMnu,  part  i. 

This  much  premised,  the  reader  that  would  see  the 
general  beauties  of  this  ballad  set  in  a  just  and  striking 
l%ht,  may  consult  the  eicetlent  criticbm  of  Mr.  Addiaon'. 
With  regard  to  its  subject,  it  has  ab-eady  been  conaidered 
in  page  S.  The  conjectures  there  offered  will  receive 
conlinnatioD  from  a  passage  ia  the  M^rmiri  of  Caret/,  Earl 
of  Moamouih,  8vo.  1759,  p.  165  :  whence  we  leani  that  it 
was  an  ancient  custom  with  the  borderers  of  the  two 
kingdoms,  when  they  were  at  peace,  to  send  to  tbe  Lord 
Wardens  of  the  oppoute  Marches  for  leave  to  bunt  within 
their  districts.  If  leave  was  granted,  then  towards  tbe 
end  of  summer,  they  would  come  and  hunt  for  several 
days  together,  "  with  their  grey-AountU  for  deer ,-"  but  if 
they  took  this  liberty  unpermitted,  theo  the  Lord  Warden 
of  the  border  ao  invaded,  would  not  &il  to  interrupt  their 
sport  and  chastise  their  boldness.  He  meotions  a  remark- 
able instance  that  happened  while  he  was  Warden,  when 
some  Scotch  gentlemen  coming  to  hunt  in  deiiance  of 
him,  there  must  have  ensued  such  an  action  as  this  of 
Chevy  Chace,  if  the  intruders  had  been  proportionably 
numerous  and  well-armed ;  for  upon  their  being  attacked 
by  his  men  at  arms,  he  tells  us,  "some  hurt  was  done, 
though  he  had  given  especiall  order  that  they  should  shed 
as  little  blood  as  possible."  They  were  in  effect  over- 
powered and  taken  piisonen,  and  only  released  on  their 
promise  to  abstain  from  such  licentious  sporting  for  tbe 

The  following  text  b  given  from  a  copy  in  the  Editor's 
folio  MS.  compered  with  two  or  three  others  printed  in 
black  letter.  In  the  second  volume  of  Dryden's  Mucei- 
laaet  may  be  found  a  translation  oi Chtvy-Chace  into  Latin 

'  In  tt.e  SptdaloT.  Hit.  70,  74. 
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rhymei.  The  truulator,  Mr.  Henr;  Bold  of  New  Col- 
l^;e,  undertook  it  at  the  commBiid  of  Dr.  Compton,  biabop 
of  London,  who  thought  it  no  derogation  to  Us  eptsci^ 
character  to  arow  a  fondueas  for  this  excellent  old  ballad. 
See  the  preface  to  Bold's  Latin  Songs,  1685,  8vo. 


God  prosper  long  our  noble  king, 

Our  lives  and  safetyea  all ; 
A  woefull  huntiog  once  iLere  did 

In  Chevy-Chace  befall ; 

To  drive  the  deere  with  hound  and  home, 

Erie  Percy  took  his  way ; 
The  child  may  rue  that  ia  unbome, 

The  hunting  of  that  day. 

The  stout  Erie  of  Northumberland 

A  vow  to  God  did  make, 
His  pleasure  in  the  Scottish  woods 

Three  sumniers  days  to  take  ; 

The  cheefest  harts  in  Chevy-Chace 

To  kill  and  beare  away. 
These  tydings  to  Erie  Douglas  came. 

In  Scotland  where  he  lay : 

Who  sent  Erie  Percy  present  word, 
He  wold  prevent  his  sport. 
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The  English  etle,  not  fearing  that. 

Did  to  the  woods  resort  20 

With  fifteen  hundred  bow-men  bold  ; 

All  chosen  men  of  might. 
Who  knew  full  well  in  time  of  neede 

To  ayme  their  shaAs  anight. 

The  gallant  greyhounds  swiftly  ran,  25 

To  chase  the  fallow  deere  : 
On  mundajr  they  b^an  to  hunt. 

Ere  day-light  did  appeare ; 

And  long  before  high  iH>one  they  had 

An  hundred  fat  buckes  slaine ;  30 

Then  having  din'd,  the  drovyers  went 
To  rouse  the  deare  againe. 

The  bow-men  mustered  on  the  hills, 

Welt  able  to  endure ; 
Theire  backsides  all,  with  speciall  care,  35 

That  day  were  guarded  sure. 

The  hounds  ran  swiiUy  through  the  woods. 
The  nimhle  deere  to  take', 

Ver.  36,  that  Uwy  -mm.  ftd-  MS. 

*  The  CluTiDt  HiU>  md  circamjicent  Wulea  *rc  M  preteutToid 

both  of  deer  ud  wood* :  hot  formerlj  thaj  hid  enangh  of  both  to 

jiutifj  the  dncription  Utempud  here  ftnd  in  the  ADcient  Billid 
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That  nith  their  cryes  the  hills  and  dales 

An  eccho  shrill  did  make.  40 

Loid  Percy  to  the  quarry  nent, 

To  view  the  alaughter'd  deere  ; 
Quoth  he,  Erie  Douglas  promised 

This  day  to  meet  me  heere  : 

But  if  I  thought  he  wold  not  come,  45 

Noe  longer  wold  I  stay. 
With  that,  a  brave  youi^  gentleman 

Thus  to  the  erle  did  say  : 

lioe,  yonder  doth  Erie  Douglas  come. 

His  men  in  armour  bright ;  50 

Full  twenly  hundred  Scottish  speres 
All  marching  in  our  sight ; 

AH  men  of  pleasant  Tivydale, 

Fast  by  the  river  Tweede  : 
O  cease  your  sport,  Erie  Percy  said,  55 

And  take  your  bowes  with  speede  : 

of  ChsTT-Cbue.  Leliud,  In  the  Teign  of  Hea.  Till.,  thni  ds- 
seribw  thb  wudI^  ; — "  In  Northanibaluid,  u  I  hnie  uy,  be  no 
foreiU, except  Chivet  Hilli;  wh«n  n  ranch  Bruaht-vood  ud  MnuD 
Okke;  gniwpde  omjnwDe  with  Lingt,  and  hiug  with  M«M.  I 
hire  hards  nj  thit  ChJTM  Hitli  itntchethe  n  inilM.  There  ii 
gmte  pimti  of  Redde-drre,  md  Rw  Bakkei." — Itinerary,  Tol.  lii. 
p.  56,  Thii  puHge,  which  did  not  occur  when  pp.  S3.  3£.  were 
printed  off,  coofiim  the  nccouati  than  given  of  the  Slig^  ud 
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And  now  with  me,  my  countrymen. 
Your  courage  forth  advance  ; 

For  never  nas  there  champion  yett 
In  Scotland  or  in  France, 

That  ever  did  on  horsebacke  come. 

But  if  my  hap  it  were, 
I  durst  encounter  man  for  man. 

With  him  to  hieak  a  spere. 

Erie  Douglas  on  his  milke-white  steede. 

Moat  like  a  baron  bold. 
Rode  formost  of  hit  company. 

Whose  armour  shone  like  gold. 

Show  me,  sayd  hee,  whose  men  you  bee, 

That  hunt  soe  boldly  heere. 
That,  without  my  consent,  doe  chase 

And  kill  my  fallow-deere  ? 

The  man  that  first  did  answer  make, 

Was  noble  Percy  hee ; 
Who  sayd,  Wee  list  not  to  declare, 

Nor  shew  whose  men  wee  bee  ; 

Yet  will  wee  spend  our  deerest  blood, 

Thy  cheefest  harts  to  slay. 
Then  Douglas  swore  a  solempne  oathe, 

And  thus  in  rage  did  say, 
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Ere  thus  I  will  out-braved  bee. 

One  of  us  two  ^lall  dye : 
I  know  thee  well,  an  erle  thou  art ; 

Lord  Percy,  hoc  am  I. 

But  trust  me,  Percy,  pit^e  it  were. 

And  great  offence  to  kill 
Any  of  these  our  guiltlesse  men, 

For  they  have  done  no  ill. 

I^t  thou  and  I  the  battell  trye, 

And  set  our  men  aside. 
Accurst  bee  he,  Erie  Percy  sayd, 

By  whome  this  is  denyed. 

Then  slept  a  gallant  squier  forth, 
Witherington  was  his  name, 

Who  said,  I  wold  not  have  it  told 
To  Henry  our  king  for  shame, 

That  ere  my  captaine  fought  on  foote, 

And  I  stood  looking  on. 
You  bee  two  erles,  sayd  Witherington, 

And  I  a  squier  alone  : 

lie  doe  the  best  that  doe  I  may, 
While  I  have  power  to  stand ; 

While  I  have  power  to  weeld  my  sword. 
He  light  with  hart  and  hand. 
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Our  English  archera  bent  their  bowea,  105 

Theii  harts  were  good  and  trew  j 
Att  the  first  fliglit  of  arrowes  sent, 

Full  four-score  Scots  they  slew. 

'[Yet  bides  Earl  Douglas  on  the  bent, 

As  Chieftain  stout  and  good,  1 10 

As  valiant  Captain,  all  unmoT'd 
The  shock  he  firmly  stood. 

His  host  he  parted  had  in  three, 

As  Leader  ware  and  try'd. 
And  soon  his  spearmen  on  their  foes  115 

Bare  down  on  every  side. 

Throughout  the  English  archery 

They  dealt  full  many  a  wound  : 
But  still  OUT  valiant  Englishmen 

All  firmly  kept  their  ground  :  120 

And  throwing  strait  their  bows  away, 
They  graap'd  their  swords  so  bright : 

And  now  sharp  blows,  a  heavy  shower, 
On  shields  and  helmets  light.} 

I  Ths  tour  lUniai  here  inclnwd  in  bruikeU,  nbich  ire  borroved 
ehfeflj'  from  the  Mcienl  cnpy,  are  offered  lo  the  reider  inltend  of 
the  following  linM,  nhicli  oceur  in  the  Ediior's  tal.  MS. 
To  drive  the  deere  with  hound  uid  home, 

Donglu  bode  on  the  beni; 
Tiro  cBptaines  tnoied  with  tnickle  might 
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They  clos'd  full  fast  on  everye  tide, 
Noe  slacknes  there  was  found  ; 

And  many  a  gallant  gentleman 
Lay  gasping  on  the  ground, 

O  Christ !  it  was  a  griefe  to  see, 

And  likeniae  for  to  heare, 
The  cries  of  men  lying  in  their  gore, 

And  scattered  here  and  there. 

At  last  these  two  stout  erles  did  meet, 
Like  captaines  of  great  might : 

Like  lyons  wood,  they  layd  on  lode, 
And  made  a  cruell  figlit : 

They  fought  imtill  they  both  did  sweat, 
With  swords  of  tempered  Steele ; 

Until  the  blood,  like  drops  of  run. 
They  trickling  downe  did  feele. 

Yeeld  thee.  Lord  Percy,  Douglas  sayd ; 

In  faith  I  will  thee  bringe. 
Where  thou  shall  high  advanced  bee 

By  James  our  Scottish  king  : 

Thy  ransome  I  will  freely  give. 

And  tlius  report  of  diee, 
Thou  art  the  most  couragious  knj^t, 

That  ever  I  did  see. 
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Noe,  Douglas,  quoth  Erie  Percy  tben, 

Thy  proffer  I  doe  scome  ; 
I  will  not  yeelde  to  any  Scott, 

That  ever  yett  was  bome. 

With  that,  there  came  an  arrow  keene 

Out  of  an  English  bow, 
Which  stmcke  Erie  Douglas  to  the  heart, 

A  deepe  and  deadlye  blow  : 

Who  never  spake  more  words  than  these, 
Fight  on,  my  merry  men  all ; 

For  why,  my  life  is  at  an  end ; 
Lord  Percy  sees  my  fell. 

Then  leavii^  liffe,  Erie  Percy  tooke 

The  dead  man  by  the  hand ; 
And  said,  Erie  Douglas,  for  thy  life 

Wold  I  had  lost  my  luid. 

O  Christ !  ray  verty  hart  doth  bleed 

With  sorrow  for  thy  sake ; 
For  sure,  a  more  renowned  knight 

Mischance  cold  never  take. 

A  knight  amongst  the  Scotts  there  was. 
Which  saw  Erie  Douglas  dye. 

Who  atreight  in  wrath  did  vow  revenge 
Upon  the  Lord  Percye  : 
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Sir  Hugh  Mountgomerye  waa  he  call'd, 
Who,  with  a  spere  most  bright. 

Well-mounted  on  a  gallant  steed, 
Ran  fiercely  through  the  fight ; 

And  pa«t  the  English  archers  all, 

Without  all  dread  or  feare; 
And  thro'  Earl  Percyes  body  then 

He  thniat  hia  hatefull  spere ; 

With  such  a  vehement  force  and  might 

He  did  his  body  gore, 
The  speare  went  through  the  other  side 

A  large  cloth-yard,  and  more. 

So  thus  did  both  these  nobles  dye, 

Whose  courage  none  could  staine  ; 
An  English  archer  then  perceiv'd 

The  noble  erle  was  slaine  ; 

He  had  a  bow  bent  in  his  hand, 

Made  of  a  trusty  tree ; 
An  arrow  of  a  cloth-yard  long 

Up  to  the  head  drew  hee  : 

Against  Sir  Hugh  Mountgomerye, 

So  right  the  shaft  he  sett, 
The  grey  goose-wing  that  waa  tliereon. 

In  his  harts  bloode  was  wett. 
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This  fight  did  last  trom  breake  of  day, 

Till  getting  of  the  sun ; 
For  when  they  rung  the  evening  bell*. 

The  battel  sC4rce  was  done. 

With  brave  Eile  Percy,  there  was  slaine, 

Sir  John  of  Egerton', 
Sir  Robert  Ratcliff,  and  Sii  Ji^n, 

Sir  James  that  bold  Bardn  : 

And  with  Sir  George  and  etout  Sir  James, 
Bodi  knights  of  good  account, 

Good  Sir  Ralph  Raby  there  was  staine, 
Whose  piowesse  did  si 


For  Witherington  needs  mast  I  wayle, 

As  one  in  doleful  dumpes';  210 

For  when  his  1^  were  smitten  off. 
He  fought  upon  his  stompes. 

And  with  Erie  Douf^as,  there  was  slaine 

Sir  Hugh  Mounigomerye,       * 
Sir  Charles  Murray,  that  from  the  feeid  215 

One  foote  wold  never  flee. 

>  Sc.  the  Curfen-btU,  oiuillj  rnng  it  «ght  o'clock  ;  to  wfakh 
the  modeiuiier  ippmnlly  alludec,  Inatwd  of  the  Btaaoi^-idl,  or 
bell  for  TMpen  of  the  original  author,  before  the  Reformation. 
VWo  .upti,  p.  18,  T.  97.    ■ 

'  Pot  (he  >nmunea,  aee  Ae  Notea  at  the  end  of  the  ballad. 

•  i.  e.  "  I,  ta  one  in  deep  concern,  mail  lament."  The  con- 
The  old  MS. 
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Sir  Charles  Murray,  of  Ratcliff,  too. 

His  sisters  sonne  was  hee ; 
Sir  David  Lamb,  so  well  esteem'd. 

Yet  saved  cold  not  bee. 

And  the  Lord  Maxwell  in  like  case 

Did  with  Erie  Douglas  dye : 
Of  twenty  hundred  Scottish  speres, 

Scarce  fifty-five  did  flye. 

Of  fifteen  hundred  Englishmen, 

Went  home  but  fifty-three  ; 
The  rest  were  slabe  in  Chevy-Chace, 

Under  the  greene  wood  tree. 

Next  day  did  many  wtdowes  come, 

Their  husbands  to  bewayle ; 
They  wash*  their  wounds  In  brinish  teares. 

But  all  wold  not  prevayle. 

Theyr  bodyes,  bathed  in  purple  gore. 

They  bare  mth  them  away : 
They  kist  them  dead  a  thousand  times. 

Ere  they  were  cladd  in  clay. 

This  newea  was  brought  to  Eddenborrow, 
Where  ScottlanSs  king  did  raigne,        , 

That  brave  Erie  Douglas  auddenlye 
Was  with  an  arrow  slaine : 
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0  heavy  newes,  Kii^  James  did  aay, 
Scotdand  can  witnesse  bee, 

1  have  not  any  captaine  more 

Of  such  account  as  hee. 

Like  tydinga  to  Kii^  Heniy  came. 

Within  aa  ahoit  &  space. 
That  Percy  of  Northumberland 

Was  sl^e  in  Chevy-Chace : 

Now  God  be  with  him,  said  our  king, 

Sith  it  will  noe  better  bee ; 
I  trust  I  have,  within  my  realrae, 

Five  hundred,  as  good  as  hee : 

Yett  shall  not  Scotts  nor  Scotland  say, 

But  I  will  vengeance  take  : 
I'll  be  revenged  on  them  all, 

For  brave  Erie  Percyes  sake. 

This  vow  full  well  the  king  perfbrm'd 

After,  at  Humbledowne ; 
In  one  day,  fifty  knights  were  slayne, 

With  lordes  of  great  renowne  : 

And  <tf  die  rest,  of  small  aceonnt, 

Did  many  thousands  dye : 
Thus  endeth  the  bunting  of  Chevy-Chace, 

Made  by  the  Erie  Percy, 
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God  aave  our  king,  and  bless  this  land 
In  plentye,  joy,  and  peace  ; 

And  grant  henceforth,  that  foule  debate 
'Twixt  noblemen  may  ceaae. 


*a*  Since  the  former  iropresMon  of  these  rolumes,  hath 
been  publiihed  a  naw  edition  of  Col&tu't  Peerage,  1779, 
&c.  9  ToU.  6vo.,  which  contains,  in  volume  ii.  p.  334,  an 
historical  passage  that  msy  be  thought  to  throw  consider- 
able light  on  tlie  subject  of  the  preceding  ballad  i  tIz. 

"  In  diis  ....  fear,  1436,  according  to  Hector  Boo- 
tbius,  was  fought  the  battle  of  Peppwden,  not  br  ftoxn 
the  Cheviot  Hills,  between  the  Earl  of  Northumberland 
[second  Earl,  son  of  Hotspur]  and  Bail  William  Doi^ias, 
of  Angus,  with  a  staall  arm/  of  about  4000  men  each,  in 
which  the  latter  had  the  advantage.  As  this  seems  to 
have  been  a  private  conflict  between  theee  two  great 
chieftains  of  the  Borders,  rather  than  a  national  war,  it 
has  been  thought  to  have  given  rise  to  the  celebrated  old 
ballad  of  Chmy-Chaie,  which,  to  render  it  more  pathetic 
and  interesting,  has  been  heightened  with  tregicid  in- 
ddents  whollj  fictitious." — See  lUdpath's  Border  Hiit.  4to. 
p.  401. 

The  surnames  in  the  for^foing  ballad  are  altered,  wther 
by  acddent  or  design,  from  the  old  original  copy,  and  in 
common  editions  extremely  corrupted.  Tbey  are  here 
rectified,  as  much  as  they  could  be.     Thus, 

Page  379,  ver.  202.  Egarton.]  This  name  is  restored 
(instead  of  Ogerton,  ci»n.  ed.)  from  the  Editor's  folio 
MS.  The  pieces  in  that  MS.  appear  to  have  been  col- 
lected, and  many  of  them  composed  (among  which  might 
be  this  ballad)  by  an  inhabitant  of  Cheshire  i  who  was 
willing  to  pay  a  compliment  here  to  one  of  bis  country- 
men, of  the  eminent  family  De  or  (y  Egerlim,  (so  the 
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nBine  wu  fint  vritteo,)  anceators  of  the  present  Duke  ol 
Bridgwater :  and  this  he  could  do  with  the  more  pro- 
priety, SB  the  Percies  had  formerly  great  intereat  in  that 
county :  at  the  &tal  battle  of  Shrevabury  all  the  flower 
of  the  Cheshire  gentleinea  loM  their  Uvea  fighting  in  the 
cause  of  Hotspur. 

Ver.  303.  Batc^  This  was  a  family  much  diatin- 
guiahed  in  Northumberland.  Edw.  Radclifie,  mil.  was 
sheriff  of  that  county  in  17  of  Hon.  VII.,  and  others  of 
the  aime  surname  afterwards.  (See  Fuller,  p.  313.)  Sir 
George  Batclifi',  knt.  was  one  of  the  comuiiasionerB  of  in- 
doaure  in  1552.  (See  Nicholson,  p.  380.)  Of  this  family 
was  ths  late  E^l  of  Derwentwater,  who  was  beheaded  in 
1715.  The  Editor's  folio  MS.  however,  reads  here  "  Sir 
Robert  Harclilfe  and  Sir  William." 

The  Harcleys  were  an  emtnent  family  in  Cumberland. 
(See  Fuller,  p.  224.)  Whether  this  may  be  thoi^ht  to 
be  tlie  same  name  I  do  not  determine. 

Vor.  204.  Aaron.]  This  ia  apparently  altered  (not  to 
say  corrupted)  from  Searvm,  in  pi^  14,  *er.  114. 

Ver.  207.  Saiy.]  This  might  be  intended  to  celebrate 
one  of  the  ancient  posseaaors  of  Raby  Castle,  iu  the  county 
oF  Durham.  Yet  it  ia  written  Rebbye  in  the  fol.  MS.  and 
looka  like  a  corruption  of  Sugbi/  or  Ra/ceba,  an  eminent 
fiunily  in  Yorkshire.  See  pp.  14,36.  It  will  not  be  won- 
dered that  thn  Pereiea  ahould  be  thought  to  bring  follow- 
ers out  of  that  county,  where  they  themielTes  were  origi- 
nally aeated,  and  had  always  such  eiteneivQ  property  and 
influence. 

Ver.  215.  Murray.]  So  the  Scottish  copy.  In  the 
common  edition  it  ia  Carre/ or  Currel;  and  iifarrf£in  the 
fol.  MS. 

Page  380,  Ter.  217.  Murray.]  So  the  Scot,  edit.— The 
com.  copies  read  Murrel.  The  fol.  MS.  gives  the  line  in 
the  following  peculiar  manner, 

"  Sir  RogBi  Hener  o(  Hucliffe  too.*' 
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Ver.  S19.  XomA.]    The  folio  MS.  has     . 

"  Sir  David  Lunvelt  Trell  eiteemed." 

This  seemi  eridentl;  corrupted  Irom  Lwdale  o! 
in  the  old  copy,  pp.  15,  S7. 


These  fine  moral  stanzat  were  originall;  intended  for  A 
solemn  funeral  song'  in  ■  plaj  of  Jsmea  Shirley's,  entitled 
The  Con/entton  of  Ajax  and  Ub/ua :  no  date,  Svo. — 
Shirley  flourbhed  as  a  dramatic  writer  earij  in  the  reign 
of  Chsrles  I. ;  but  he  outlived  the  Restoration.  His 
death  happened  Oct.  20,  1666,  st.  72. 

This  little  poem  was  written  long  after  many  of  those 
that  follow,  but  is  inserted  here  as  a  kind  of  dirge  to  the 
foregoing  piece.  It  is  stud  to  have  been  a  (a*ourite  soi^ 
with  King  Charles  II. 

The  glories  of  our  birth  and  slate 

Are  shadows,  not  substantial  things ; 
There  is  no  armour  against  fate  : 
Death  lays  his  icy  hands  on  kings  : 

Scepter  and  crown  5 

Must  tumble  down. 
And  in  the  dust  be  equal  made 
With  the  poor  crooked  scythe  and  spade. 

Some  men  with  swords  may  reap  the  field. 

And  plant  fresh  laurels  where  they  kill ;         10 

But  their  strong  nerves  at  last  must  yield. 
They  tame  but  one  another  gtiU. 
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Early  or  late 

They  stoop  to  &t«, 
And  must  give  up  their  mnnuuiing  breath, 
When  they  pale  captives  creep  to  death. 

The  garlands  wither  on  your  brow, 

Then  boast  no  more  your  mighty  deeds ; 
Upon  death's  purple  altar  now 
See  where  the  victor  victim  bleeds: 
All  heads  must  come 
To  the  cold  torab, 
Only  the  actions  of  the  just 
Smell  sweet,  and  blosGom  in  the  dust. 


III. 
Cjbt  SlUfns  in  tit  firnH. 

The  sulject  of  this  ballad  is  the  grest  Northern  insur- 
rection  in  the  twelfth  year  of  Elizabeth,  lt>69,  which 
proved  so  fatal  to  Thomas  Percy,  the  seventh  E^l  of 
North  umberlsDd . 

There  had  Dot  long  before  been  a  secret  negotiation 
entered  into  between  some  of  the  Scottish  and  English 
nobility,  to  bring  about  a  marriage  between  Mary  Queen 
of  Scots,  at  that  time  a  prisoner  in  England,  and  the  Dake 
of  Norfolk,  a  nohlemaD  of  excellent  character,  and  firmly 
attached  to  the  Protestant  religion.  This  match  was  pro- 
posed to  all  the  ni09t  considerable  of  the  Englbh  nobility, 
and  among  the  rest  to  the  Earls  of  Northumberland  and 
Westmoreland,  two  noblemen  very  powerful  in  the  north. 
As  it  seemed  to  promise  a  speedy  and  sate  conclusion  of 
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the  troubles  in  Scotland,  with  manj  adTantBgei  to  the 
crovn  of  England,  the;  all  consented  lo  it,  provided  it 
should  prove  agreeable  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  The  Earl 
of  Leicester  (Elizabeth's  favourite}  undertook  to  break 
the  matter  to  her ;  bat  before  he  could  find  an  opportu- 
nitf,  the  affair  bad  come  to  her  ears  by  other  hands,  and 
she  was  thrown  into  a  violent  flame.  The  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk, with  several  of  his  friends,  was  committed  to  the 
Tower,  and  summons  were  sent  to  the  northern  earls 
instant);  to  make  their  appearance  at  court.  It  b  aaid 
that  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  who  was  a  man  of  a 
mild  and  gentle  nature,  was  delibemting  with  himself 
whether  he  should  not  obej  the  message,  and  rely  upon 
the  queen's  candour  and  clemencj,  when  he  was  forced 
into  desperate  measures  by  a  sudden  report  at  midoiglit, 
Nov.  14,  that  a  part;  of  his  enemies  were  come  to  seize 
on  his  person'.  The  earl  was  then  at  his  house  at  Top- 
cliffe  in  Yorkshire :  when  rising  hasttl;  out  of  bed,  he 
withdrew  to  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland,  at  Brancepetb, 
where  the  countr;  cune  in  to  them,  and  pressed  them  to 
take  arms  in  their  own  defence.  They  according);  set 
up  their  Btandards,  declaring  their  intent  was  to  restoro 
the  ancient  religion,  to  ^t  the  succession  of  the  crown 
firmly  settled,  and  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  ancient 
nobility,  &c.  Their  common  banner'  (on  which  was  dis- 
played the  Cross,  tt^ether  with  the  five  wounds  of  Christ) 
was  home  b;an  ancient  gentleman,  Richard  Norton,  Esq., 
of  Norton-Con;er9 ;  who  with  his  sons  (among  whom, 
Christopher,  Mormaduke.  and  Thomas,  are  expressly 
named  b;  Camden,)  distinguished  himself  on  this  occsi- 
sion.  Having  entered  Durham,  the;  tore  the  Bible,  &c., 
and  caused  mass  to  be  said  there :  the;  then  marched  on 
to  Clifford-moor  near  Wetherbye,  where  the;  mustered 

■  This  drcumeUDCe  is  overlooked  in  tit  IhUhI. 

'  Beaiilei  this,  th«  bsiUd  mcDtloni  die  lepmle  bannen  of  the 
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their  men.  Their  iatention  mta  to  have  proceeded  on  to 
York  i  but  altering  their  minde,  tbey  fell  upon  Barnard's 
castle,  which  Sir  George  Bowes  held  out  against  them 
for  eleven  days.  The  two  earls,  who  spent  their  \aige 
estates  in  hoepitalitj,  and  were  extremely  beloved  on  that 
account,  were  masters  of  little  readv  money  ;  the  Earl  of 
Northumberland  bringing  witii  him  only  8000  crowns, 
and  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland  nothing  at  all  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  their  forces,  tbej  were  not  able  to  march  to 
London,  as  they  had  at  firat  intended.  In  these  circum- 
stances, Westmoreland  began  eo  visibly  to  despond,  that 
many  of  his  men  slunk  away  ;  thoug-h  Northumberland 
still  kept  up  his  resolution,  and  was  master  of  the  field  till 
December  13,  when  the  Earl  of  Sussex,  accompanied  with 
Lord  Hunsden  and  others,  having  marched  out  of  York 
at  the  head  of  a  la:^  body  of  forces,  and  being  followed 
by  a  still  latter  army  under  the  command  of  Ambrose 
Dudley,  Earl  of  Warwick,  the  insurgents  retreated  north- 
ward towards  the  borders,  and  there  dismis^ng  their  fol- 
lowers, made  their  escape  into  Scotland.  Though  this 
insnrrection  had  been  suppressed  with  so  little  bloodshed, 
the  Earl  of  Sussex  and  Sir  Geoi^  Bowes,  marshal  of  the 
army,  pat  vast  numbers  to  death  by  martial  law,  without 
any  regular  trial.  The  former  of  these  caused  at  Durham 
nity-three  constables  to  be  hanged  at  once.  And  the 
latter  made  his  boast,  that  for  sixty  miles  in  length  and 
forty  in  breadth,  betwixt  Newcastle  and  Wetherbye,  there 
was  hardly  a  town  or  village  wherein  he  had  not  executed 
some  of  the  inhabitants.  This  exceeds  the  cruelties 
practised  in  the  West  atler  Monmouth's  rebellion ;  but 
that  was  Qot  the  age  of  tenderness  and  humanity. 

Such  ia  the  account  collected  fi-om  Stow,  Speed,  Cam- 
den, Guthrie,  Carte,  and  Rapin  ;  it  agrees  in  most  par- 
ticulars with  the  following  ballad,  which  was  apparently 
the  production  of  some  northern  minstrel,  who  was  well 
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affected  to  the  tw< 

two  MS.  cc^es,  01 

tioD.  They  contuDed  coQMderable  Taria^ona,  out  of  wbidi 

Mich  readings  were  chosen  as  seemed  most  poetksl  utd 

consonant  to  history. 


Listen,  lively  lordings  all, 

Lithe  and  listen  unto  mee, 
And  I  will  sing  of  a  noble  eaile, 

The  noblest  earle  in  the  north  countrle. 

Earle  Percy  is  into  his  garden  gone. 
And  after  him  walkes  his  faire  ladie  ' : 

I  heare  a  bird  aing  in  mine  eare. 
That  I  must  either  fight,  or  flee. 

Now  heaven  forefend,  my  dearest  lord. 
That  ever  such  harm  should  hap  to  thee : 

But  goe  to  London  to  the  court, 
And  fsire  &11  truth  and  honestie. 


Now  nay,  now  nay,  my  ladye  gay, 
Alas !  thy  counsell  suits  not  mee ; 

Mine  enemies  prevail  so  fast. 
That  at  the  court  I  may  not  bee. 
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O  goe  to  the  court  yet,  good  my  lord. 
And  take  thy  gsUant  men  with  thee ; 

If  any  dare  to  doe  you  wrong, 
Then  your  warrant  they  may  bee. 

Now  nay,  now  nay,  thou  lady  feire. 

The  court  is  full  of  mibtilfie ; 
And  if  I  goe  to  the  court,  lady, 

Never  more  I  may  thee  see. 

Yet  goe  to  the  court,  my  lord,  she  sayes. 
And  I  myielfe  will  ryde  wi'  diee : 

At  court  then  for  my  dearest  lord, 
His  &ithfidl  borrowe  I  will  bee. 

Now  nay,  now  nay,  my  lady  deare ; 

Far  lever  had  I  lose  my  life, 
Than  leave  ammig  my  cniell  foes 

My  love  in  je<^ardy  and  strife. 

But  come  thou  hither,  my  little  foot-page. 

Come  thou  hidier  unto  mee. 
To  maister  Norton  thou  must  goe 

In  all  the  haste  that  ever  may  hee. 

Commend  me  to  diat  gendem&n. 
And  beare  this  letter  here  fro  mee  ; 

And  say  that  earnestly  I  praye, 
He  will  ryde  in  my  companie. 

TOi;.  I.  n 
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One  while  die  little  ibot-page  went, 

And  another  nhile  be  ran  ; 
Untill  he  came  to  bJB  journeyB  end, 

The  little  foot-page  never  bUo. 

When  to  that  gentleman  he  came, 
Down  be  kneeled  on  his  knee ; 

And  took  the  letter  betwixt  his  banda. 
And  lett  the  gentleman  it  see. 

And  when  the  letter  it  was  redd 
Afibre  dtat  goodlye  companye, 

I  wis,  if  you  the  truthe  wold  know. 
There  was  many  a  weepii^  eye. 

He  aayd,  Come  hither,  Christopher  Noiton, 
A  gallant  youth  thou  seemst  to  bee  ; 

What  doest  thou  counsel!  me,  my  soone, 
Now  that  good  erle's  in  je<qtardy  ? 

Father,  my  counselle's  fair  and  free  ; 

That  erle  he  is  a  noble  lord, 
And  whatsoever  to  him  you  bight, 

I  wold  not  have  you  breake  your  word. 

Grameicy,  Christopher,  my  sonne. 
Thy  coonselt  well  it  liketh  mee, 

And  if  we  speed  and  scape  with  life. 
Well  advanced  thou  shalt  bee. 
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Come  you  hither,  my  nine  good  Bonnes,  6: 

Gallant  men  I  trowe  you  bee  : 
How  many  of  you,  my  children  deare, 

Will  stand  by  that  good  erle  and  mee  ? 

Eight  of  them  did  answer  Toake, 

E^ht  of  them  spake  hattilie,  7' 

O  father,  till  the  daye  we  dye 

We'll  stand  by  that  good  erle  and  thee. 

Gramercy  now,  my  children  deare. 

You  showe  yourselves  right  bold  and  brave  ; 
And  wbethersoe'er  I  Lve  or  dye,  7.' 

A  lathers  blessii^  you  ahal  have. 

But  what  sayst  thou,  O  Francis  Norton, 
Thou  art  mine  eldest  sonn  and  heire  : 

Somewhat  lyes  brooding  in  tliy  breast ; 

Whatever  it  bee,  to  mee  declare.  8( 

Father,  you  are  an  aged  man, 

Your  bead  is  white,  your  bearde  is  gray  ; 
It  were  a  shame  at  these  your  yeares 

For  you  to  ryse  in  such  a  fray. 

Now  ^e  upon  thee,  coward  Francis,  8; 

Thou  never  leamedst  this  of  mee  : 
When  thou  wert  yong  and  tender  of  age. 

Why  did  I  make  soe  much  of  thee  1 
V  2 
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But,  father,  I  will  wend  with  you, 

Unann'd  and  naked  will  I  bee ;  go 

And  he  that  strikes  against  the  crowne, 

Ever  an  ill  death  may  he  dee. 

Then  rose  that  rereiend  gentleman. 
And  with  him  came  a  goodlye  band 

To  join  with  the  brave  Erie  Percy,  95 

And  all  the  flower  o'  Northumberland. 

With  them  the  noble  Nevill  came. 
The  erle  of  Westmorland  was  hee  : 

At  Wetherbye  they  mustred  their  host. 

Thirteen  thousand  &ire  to  see.  1 00 

Lord  Westmorland  his  ancyratraisde. 

The  DunBiiltherays'donhye,    : 
And  three  D<^  with  golden  collars,'  : 

Were  there  sett  out  most  royallye*.     ;. 

<  Vrr.  102,  DuH  BaU,  ^.]  Tbe  nipporUn  of  the  NeviQei. 
E»rl«  of  Weitmoroiimd,  were  two  bulli  ugent,  dactllj'  i»ll«r'd 
gold,  umod  vr^  &c.  Put  1  havo  not  discovered  the  dorice  men' 
lioned  in  tbe  bidlid  imong  the  budgei,  Ac.,  givm  by  tbit  haute. 
Thij  hoTCvei  is  cerUin,  Cbmt  imong  tbo»  of  the  Nevilla  Lordi 
Abeigarinnj  (who  were  of  tbe  ume  funilj)  ii  t,  dun  caw  vjtb 
t,  golden  coUir :  and  ihe  Nmllet  of  Cbj^  in  Yorkshire  (of  the 
Wettmarelind  bnncb)  give  for  tbsii  crsit  in  1S13.  ■  dog's  (grey- 
boand's)  besd,  erued.  80  tblt  it  it  not  improbable  bat  Chiria 
Neville,  the  unhsppj  Earl  of  Weannonland  here  mentioned,  might 
an  this  occuion  give  tbe  above  device  on  his  banner.  After  all, 
our  old  mmBtrel'i  vertei  here  may  have  undergone  some  comip- 
tioa ;  for,  in  auotlier  bsUsd  in  the  same  folio  MS.  and  apparency 
Vritten  by  the  samo  hand,  containing  the  Sequel  of  this  Lord  Wat. 
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The  Half-Moone  Bhining  all  soe  faire*: 

The  NortoDB  ancyent  had  the  crosse. 

And  the  five  wounds  our  Lord  did  beare. 

Then  Sif  George  Bowes  he  straitwaye  to»e, 

'  After  them  some  spoyle  to  make :  1 1 U 

Those  noble  erlea  tum'd  backe  againe. 
And  aye  they  vowed  that  kjiight  to  take. 

That  baron  he  to  hi«  casde  £ed. 
To  Barnard  castle  dien  fled  hee. 

numUnd't  hlitorj,  hia  burner  la  thiu  dcMribed,  mon  eonfonnBbts 
to  bi*  Ifaowa  beuingt : 

"  Sette  me  up  my  fiJre  Dun  Bull, 
Wi'  th'  Oildsn  Hornai,  bee  born  km  hje." 
I  Vdt.  lOe,  Tin  Hal/Moau,  j^]  The  iSver  eraami  n  >  well- 
known  cmt  or  badge  of  the  Nartfaamberland  bmily.  It  wu  pro- 
babl;  brought  homo  hma  Bomg  of  the  CmuJa  igHDil  the  Sus- 
leoa.  In  an  ancient  Pedigree  in  tone,  floelf  illuminated  on  a  nil 
of  TOUma,  and  vritten  in  the  leign  of  llearj  Vll,,  {in  poiawiion 
of  the  ftmll)',)  m  bus  this  bbaloDi  kcconDI  ^na  of  lla  original. 
The  author  bc(^  wilb  araonnting  for  Ibo  lume  of  Otnum  or 
Alfftrmm,  often  bomo  b^  the  Perciei :  who,  he  aija,  mn 

....  GnnDiu  fjn\  named  of  Brotji  blonde  of  Tnj : 
Which  Tslliantlf  ^ghtyngg  in  the  land  of  Peni  {Ptnia) 
At  painte  terrible  ijanee  the  miicrfluiti  on  njght, 
An  beTynly  mj atny  waa  ichowjd  him,  old  bookja  tehene ; 
In  lijB  acheld  did  aeh<rne  a  Mdni  Teryfjing  ber  Ijght, 
Which  to  all  the  ootte  jBTe  >  per^tte  ijgbt, 
To  Tajnquja  hia  enmjt,  and  lo  delb  iliem  perane; 
And  therefore  the  Panii  (Perci^)  the  Cmaant  doth  renew. 
In  the  dvk  igea,  no  fuailj  wh  deemed  conildenble  that  did  not 
doTiTV  ita  deaccnt  from  the  Trojan  Brntui ;  or  that  wu  not  dt»- 
tingiuihed  bj  prodigiea  ud  mincle*. 
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The  uttermoat  walles  were  eathe  to  win,  1 15 

The  earles  have  won  them  presentlie. 

The  uttermost  walles  were  lime  and  bricke  ; 

But  thoughe  they  won  them  soon  anone, 
Long  e'er  they  wan  the  innermost  walles, 

For  they  were  cut  in  rocke  of  shme.  120 

Then  newes  unto  leeve  London  cane 
tn  all  the  Epeede  that  ever  might  bee. 

And  word  is  brought  to  our  roy all  queene 
Of  the  rysing  in  the  North  countne. 

Her  grace  she  turned  her  round  about,  125 

And  like  a  royall  queene  shee  swore', 

I  will  ordayne  them  such  a  break&st. 
As  never  was  in  the  North  before. 

Shee  caus'd  thirty  thousand  men  be  rays'd 

With  horse  and  hameis  faire  to  see ;  130 

She  caused  thirty  thousand  men  be  raised, 
To  tak£  the  earlea  i'  th'  Kortb  o 


Wi'  them  the  false  Erie  Warwick  went, 
Th'  erle  Susses  and  the  lord  HunadSn  ; 

Untill  they  to  Yorke  castle  came 
I  wisB,  they  never  stint  ne  blan. 

'  Thi«  is  quile  in  cheneiei :  hm  msJMty  woold  loiDelia 
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Now  spied  thy  aaeyeat,  Westmoriand, 
Thy  dun  bull  faine  would  we  spye  : 

And  thou,  the  Erie  o'  Noithumherland, 

Now  rayae  thy  half  moone  up  rat  hye.  140 

But  the  dun  bulle  is  fled  and  gone, 
And  the  halfe  moone  vanished  away  : 

The  Elks,  thoti^  they  were  brave  and  bold, 
AgaiuBt  aoe  many  could  not  stay. 

Thee,  Norton,  wi'  thine  eight  good  sonnea,       145 
They  doom'd  to  dye,  alas  !  for  ruth  I 

Thy  rererend  lockes  thee  could  not  save, 
Not  them  their  faire  and  blooming  youthe. 

Wi'  them  fiill  many  a  gallant  wight 

They  cniellye  bereav'd  of  life  :  150 

And  many  a  childe  made  fatherlease. 

And  widowed  many  a  tender  wife. 


^ortinnnibrrlantt  ftetragtlr  &p  Sonslait. 

TniB  ballad  may  be  coDridorad  ai  the  sequel  of  the  pre- 
ceding. After  the  Diifbrtuiiate  Earl  of  Northnmberlond 
had  seen  himself  forsaken  of  his  followers,  he  endeavoured 
to  withdraw  into  Scotland,  bnt  fslling  into  the  hands  of 
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tbc  tbieiUh  borderers,  was  stript  and  otherwiae  iIl>4raBtMl 
b;  them.  At  length  he  reached  the  bouse  of  Hector  of 
Hariow,  an  Amutrong,  with  whom  be  hnped  to  lie  con- 
cealed ;  for  Hector  had  engaged  his  honour  to  be  trrie  to 
bim,  and  waa  under  ifreat  obligationa  to  tbia  nuhajqif 
noblemui.  Bat  this  fkithless  wretch  betrajed  his  gnaat 
far  a  sum  of  money  to  Murray,  the  regent  of  Scotland, 
who  sent  him  to  the  csatle  of  Luug-h-leren,  then  belot^png 
to  William  Dou^ai.  All  the  writers  of  that  time  wsut* 
us  that  Hector,  who  was  rich  before,  fell  shortly  after- 
wards  into  poverty,  and  became  so  in&nous,  that  to  t^ce 
Hectm'i  doak,  grew  into  a  proverb,  to  eipreas  a  man  who 
betrays  hb  Eriend.  See  Ceinden,  Carleton,  Holingshed, 
&c. 

Lord  Nwtburoberland  continued  in  the  castle  of  Lough- 
leveo,  Ult  the  year  1JS72 1  when  James  Doo^a^  Earl  of 
Morton,  being  elected  regent,  be  was  giwa  up  to  the  Lord 
Uunsden  at  Berwick,  and  being  carried  to  York,  sufered 
death.  As  Morton's  party  depended  on  Eliiabetfa  for 
protection,  an  elegant  historian  thinks  "it  was  scarce 
possible  for  them  to  reiiwe  putting  into  her  hands  a  per- 
son who  had  taken  up  arms  against  her.  But  as  B  sum 
of  money  was  paid  on  that  account,  and  shared  between 
Morton  and  his  kinsman  Douglas,  the  former  of  whom 
during  his  eiile  in  England  had  been  much  indebted  to 
Northumberland's  fiiendship,  the  abandoning  this  un* 
happy  Doblenian  to  inevitable  destruction,  was  deemed  an 
u^^^teful  and  mercenary  act" — Robertson's  Hist. 

So  &r  history  coincides  with  this  ballad,  which  was  »p- 
parentty  written  by  some  northern  bard,  soon  after  the 
event.  The  interposal  of  the  aiitA-laify  (v.  &3.)  is  pro- 
bably his  own  invention :  yet  even  this  hath  some  coun- 
tenance from  history ;  for  about  25  yean  before,  the  Lady 
Jane  Dongas,  Lady  Glamis,  uster  of  the  Eari  of  Angus, 
and  nearly  related  to  Douglas  of  Lough-levcn,  had  sofi^d 
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death  for  tba  pretended  criine  of  witchcraft  ;  who,  it  h 
prewuned,  is  the  vitch-ladj  alluded  to  id  t.  1S3. 

The  following-  is  selected  (like  the  former)  from  two 
copie*.  whi(^  contained  gfreat  Tariations :  one  of  tbem  in 
the  Edlor'B  folio  HS.  In-  the  other  copj,  some  of  the 
Maniis  at  the  be^ntngp  of  this  ballad  are  nearly  the  wune 
with  what  in  that  HS.  are  made  to  bi^n  another  ballad 
OD  the  escape  of  the  Earl  of  Wettmoreland,  who  got  s^e 
into  Flaoden,  and  is  feigned  in  the  ballad  to  have  nnder- 
gone  a  gr«at  lariety  of  adTentures. 


liow  ]oi^  ahall  fonune  faile  me  ttone, 
And  harrowe  me  with  fear  and  dread  f 

Mow  long  diall  I  in  bale  abide, 
In  misery  my  life  to  lead  ? 

To  &U  from  my  blisa,  alas  the  while  1 
It  was  my  aore  and  heavye  lott : 

And  I  must  leave  my  native  land, 
And  I  must  live  s  man  fo^oL 

One  gentle  Armatrong  I  doe  ken, 
A  Scot  he  is  much  bound  to  mee  : 

He  dwelleih  on  the  border  aide. 
To  him  I'll  goe  right  privilie. 

Thus  did  the  noble  Percy  'plaine, 
With  a  heavy  heart  and  wel-away. 

When  he  with  all  bis  gallant  men. 

On  Biamham  moor  had  lost  the  day.    . 
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But  when  he  to  the  Armstronga  came, 
They  dealt  with  him  all  treacheroiulye  ; 

For  they  did  strip  that  noble  earle : 

And  ever  an  iU  death  may  they  dye.  20 

False  Hectot  to  Earl  Murray  sent. 
To  shew  him  where  his  guest  did  hide  : 

Who  sent  him  to  the  Lou|^-lev^ 
With  William  Douglas  to  abide. 

And  when  he  to  the  Douglas  came,  25 

He  halched  him  right  curteoiulie  : 
Say'd,  Welcome,  welcome,  noble  earle, 

Here  diou  ahalt  safelye  bide  with  mee. 

When  he  had  in  Lough-leven  been 

Many  a  month  and  many  a  day ;  30 

To  the  r^^ent'  the  lord  warden'  sent, 

That  bannisht  earle  for  to  betray. 

He  offered  him  great  store  of  gold, 

And  wrote  a  letter  fair  to  see  : 
Saying,  Good  my  lord,  grant  me  my  boon,         35 

And  yield  that  banisht  man  to  mee. 

Earle  Percy  at  the  supper  sate 
With  many  a  goodly  gentleman  ; 

'  Jsoin  Douglu,   Eui  of  Morton,  el«l«d  ngeot  of  Scotlud 
Not.  24,  li73. 
■  Of  one  of  the  Oigliih  MtreheL    Lord  Hoiudau 
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The  wylie  Douglas  then  bespoke, 
And  thus  to  flyte  with  him  b^an ; 

What  makes  you  be  so  ud,  my  lord, 
And  in  your  mind  so  fiorrowfully^  ? 

To-moiTOw  a  ahootinge  will  bee  held 
Among  the  lords  of  the  North  countrye. 

The  butts  are  sett,  the  shooting's  made. 
And  there  will  be  great  royalty  : 

And  I  am  swome  into  my  bille, 
Thither  to  bring  my  lord  Percye. 

Ill  give  thee  my  hand,  thou  gentle  Douglas, 
And  here  by  my  true  fdth,  quoth  hee. 

If  thou  wilt  ride  to  the  worldes  end, 
I  will  ride  in  thy  companye. 

And  then  bespake  a  lady  &ire, 

Mary  a  Douglas  was  her  name  : 
You  shall  bide  here,  good  English  lord. 

My  brother  is  a 


He  is  a  traitor  stout  and  atronge. 

As  I  tell  you  in  privitie  ; 
For  he  hath  tane  liTerance  of  the  carle', 

Into  England  nowe  to  'hver  thee 

>  Of  Ihe  E«ri  oT  MoTton,  Ihs  ng«nc. 
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Now  nay,  now  nay,  thou  goodly  lady. 

The  regent  is  a  noble  lord  : 
Ne  for  the  gold  in  all  England, 

The  Dougfaa  wold  not  break  hk  word. 

When  the  r^ent  vaa  a  banisht  man,  65 

With  me  he  did  faire  welcome  find  ; 

And  whether  weal  or  woe  betide, 
f  still  shall  find  him  true  and  kind. 

Between  England  and  Scotland  it  wold  breake  truce, 
And  fU^ids  againe  they  wold  never  bee,        70 

If  they  shold  'liver  a  bantaht  erle 
Was  driven  out  ofhis  own  countrie. 

Alaa  !  alas  I  my  lord,  ahe  sayes, 

Nowe  mickle  ii  their  traitorie  ; 
Then  let  my  brother  ryde  his  ways,  75 

And  tell  those  English  lorda  from  thee, 

How  that  yon  cannot  with  him  ryde. 
Became  you  are  in  an  ile  of  the  sea*. 

Then  ere  my  brother  come  againe 

To  Edinbrow  castle'  lie  carry  thee.  80 

To  the  Lord  Hume  I  will  thee  brii%, 
He  is  well  knowne  a  true  Scots  lord, 
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And  he  will  lose  both  Und  and  life, 
Ere  he  with  thee  will  bre^k  his  word. 

Much  isjny  woe.  Lord  Percy  sayd,  85 

When  I  thinke  on  my  own  couutrie, 
When  I  thinke  on  the  heavye  happe 

My  iriends  have  suffered  there  for  mee. 

Much  is  my  woe,  Lord  Percy  sayd. 

And  sore  those  wars  iny  minde  distreBse  ;      90 
Where  many  a  widow  lost  her  mate, 

And  many  a  child  waa  &therleaBe. 

And  now  that  I  a  banisht  man, 

Shold  bring  such  evil  happe  with  mee, 

To  cause  my  &ire  and  noble'  friends  95 

To  be  suspect  of  treacherie  : 

This  rives  my  heart  with  double  woe  ; 

And  lever  had  I  dye  this  day, 
Than  thinke  a  Douglas  can  be  false, 

Or  ever  he  vrill  his  guest  betray.  100 

If  jrou'll  give  me  no  trust,  my  lord. 

Nor  unto  mee  no  credence  yield  ; 
Yet  step  one  moment  here  aside, 

He  showe  you  all  your  foes  in  field. 

Lady,  I  never  loved  witchcraft,  1 05 

Never  dealt  in  privy  wyle ; 
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But  evermore  held  tbe  high-naye 

Of  truth  and  honouis,  ftee  from  guile. 

If  you'll  not  come  yourselfe,  my  lorde, 

Yet  send  your  chamberlaine  with  raee  ;        110 

Let  me  but  speak  three  words  with  him, 
And  be  thalt  come  again  to  thee. 

James  Swynaid  with  that  lady  went. 

She  showed  him  through  the  weme  of  her  ring 

How  many  English  lords  there  were  il5 

Waiting  Ibr  his  master  and  him. 

And  who  walkes  yonder,  my  good  lady, 

So  royally^  on  yonder  greene  ? 
'  O  yonder  is  the  lord  Hunsden': 

Alaa  !  he'll  doe  you  drie  and  teene.  120 

And  who  beth  yonder,  thou  gay  ladye, 
That  walkes  so  proudly  him  twside  t 

That  is  Sir  William  Drury*,  ahee  sayd, 
A  keen  capt&ine  he  is  and  Iryde. 

How  many  miles  is  ict,  madame,  l2Ji 

Betwixt  yond  English  lords  and  mee  ? 

Marry  it  is  thrice  fifiy  miles. 
To  saile  to.  them  upon  the  sea. 

'  The  Lord  Wsnlen  of  the  cut  Mircbet. 
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I  never  was  on  Engliah  ground, 

Ne  never  sawe  it  with  mine  eye,  130 

But  SB  my  book  it  sbeweth  mee. 

And  throu^  my  rii^  I  may  deacrye. 

My  mother  shee  was  a  witch  ladye, 
And  of  her  skille  she  learned  mee ; 

She  wold  let  me  see  out  of  Lou^-leven  135 

What  they  did  in  London  citie. 

But  who  is  yond,  thou  lady  &ire, 

That  looketh  with  sic  an  austeme  foce  ? 

Yonder  is  Sir  John  Foster',  quoth  shee, 

Alas  !  he'll  do  ye  sore  disgrace.  140 

He  pulled  his  hatt  down  over  his  browe, 
He  wept ;  in  his  heart  he  was  full  of  woe  ; 

And  he  is  gone  to  his  noble  Lord, 
Those  sorrowAil  tidings  him  to  show. 

Now  nay,  now  nay,  good  James  Swynird,        145 
I  may  not  believe  that  witch  ladie  : 

The  Douglasses  were  ever  true, 

And  they  can  ne'er  prove  false  to  mee. 

I  have  DOW  in  Lough-leven  been 

The  most  part  of  these  years  three,  150 

•  Wirdan  of  the  middle  Much. 
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Yett  have  I. never  had  noe  outrake, 
Ne  no  good  games  that  I  cold  see. 

Therefore  I'll  to  yond  shooting  wend, 

Ab  to  tlie  Douglas  I  have  hight  -. 
Betide  me  weale,  betide  me  woe,  I5i 

He  ne'er  shall  find  my  promise  light. 

He  writhe  a  gold  ring  firom  hia  finger, 

And  gave  itt  to  that  gay  ladie  : 
Sayes,  It  was  all  ihat  1  cold  save, 

In  Harley  woods  where  I  cold  bee'.  160 

And  wilt  thou  goe,  Ibou  noble  lord. 

Then  farewell  truth  and  honesde ; 
And  farewell  heart  and  farewell  hand  ; 

For  never  more  I  shall  thee  see. 

The  wind  was  &ire,  the  boatmen  call'd,  165 

And  all  the  saylore  were  on  borde ; 

Then  WilliuD  Douglas  took  to  his  boat, 
And  with  him  went  that  noble  lord. 

Then  he  cast  up  a  silver  wand. 

Says,  Gentle  lady,  fare  thee  well  I  17Q 

The  lady  fett  a  sigh  soe  deep. 

And  in  a  dead  swoone  down  shee  fell. 
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Now  let  us  goe  back,  Dougloi,  he  sayd, 
A  BJckoess  huth  taken  ypnd  &ire  ladie : 

If  ought  be&ll  yofid  lady  but  good,  1 75 

Then  blamed  for  ever  1  iball  bee. 

Come  on,  come  on,  my  lord,  he  sayes  ; 

Come  on,  come  on,  and  let  her  bee  : 
There'*  ladyea  enow  in  Lough-leven 

For  to  cheere  diat  gay  ladle.  1  SO 

If  you'll  not  tume  yonrself,  my  lord. 
Let  me  goe  with  my  chamberlaine ; 

We  will  but  comfort  that  fiure  lady, 
And  wee  will  return  to  you  againe. 

Come  on,  come  on,  my  lord,  he  aayes,  185 

Come  on,  come  on,  and  let  her  bee : 

My  sister  is  craftye,  and  wold  beguile 
A  thousuid  such  as  you  and  mee. 

When  they  had  sayled '  fifty  myle, 

Now  fifty  mile  upon  the  sea ;  190 

Hee  sent  his  man  to  ask  the  Douglas, 

When  ibey  shold  that  shooting  see. 

Faire  words,  quoth  he,  they  make  fboles  faine. 
And  that  by  tfaee  and  thy  lord  is  seen  : 

'  Tbere  it  no  nivigtble  ttrewa  belireen  Lough-leven  and  (he 
Hi:  but  t  balUd-m^er  ii  not  obliged  to  undenund  geograi^r. 


VOL.  I. 
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You  may  hi^  to  think  itt  soon  enou^,  195 

Ere  jfon  that  ebooting  reach,  I  ween. 

Jamye  his  hatt  polled  orer  hia  browe, 
He  thought  his  lord  then  was  betray'd; 

And  be  is  to  Erie  Percy  agauie, 

To  tell  him  fvhat  the  Douglas  aayd.  200 

Hold  upp  thy  head,  man,  quoth  his  lord  ; 

Nor  therefore  lett  thy  courage  fayle  ; 
He  did  it  but  to  prove  thy  heart. 

To  see  if  he  cold  make  it  quail. 

When  they  had  other  fifty  sayld,  205 

Other  fifty  mile  upon  the  sea. 
Lord  Percy  called  to  Douglaa  bimselfe, 

Sayd,  What  wilt  thou  nowe  doe  with  niee  ? 

Looke  that  your  brydle  be  night,  my  lord, 

And  your  horse  goe  swih  as  ghipp  att  lea :  210 

Looke  that  your  Bpurres  be  bright  and  eharpe. 
That  you  may  pricke  her  while  she'll  away. 

What  needeth  this,  Douglaa  ?  he  aayth ; 

What  needest  thou  to  flyte  with  mee  ? 
For  I  was  counted  a  horseman  good  215 

Before  that  ever  I  mett  wilh  thee. 

A  ^se  Hector  hath  my  horse, 

Who  dealt  with  mee  so  treacheroualie  : 
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A  false  AmiBtrong  he  bath  my  ipuireB, 
And  all  the  geere  belongs  .to  mee. 

When  they  had  aayled  other  fifty  mile. 
Other  fifty  mile  upon  the  sea  : 

They  landed  Ion  by  Berwicke  aide, 
A  deputed  '  lurd*  landed  Lord  Fercye. 

Then  he  at  Yorke  wa«  doomde  to  dye, 
It  was,  alas  I  a  sorrowftd  tight : 

Thus  they  betrayed  that  noble  earle. 
Who  erer  was  a  gallant  wight. 

T.  234.  toL  MS.  reuli  land,  ud  hu  not  ihe  follavtng  >i 


Tnii  excellent  philosophical  aong  appears  to  have  been 
iiunous  in  the  niteenth  century.     It  is  quoted  bj  Ben 
Jonaon  in  his  plaj  of  Every  man  out  of  hU  Humour,  first 
acted  in  1599,  acti.  sc.  1,  where  an  impatient  person  says, 
"  I  uu  DO  tacb  pil'd  cjulqac  to  Ireliere 
Thtt  beggetj  i<  tho  onolj  hipiODUie, 
Or,  with  >  nambaT  dF  these  pttlcnt  foolet, 
Taalog,  'Mj  miada  to  me  t  kingdoms  ie,' 
When  the  linlie  hnngrie  boUj  buika  for  foode." 
It  is  here  chiefl  j  printed  from  a  thin  quarto  muaic-book, 
entitled  "  Psalmei,  Sonets,  aod  Songs  of  Ssdnei  and  Pietie, 
made  intu  Musicke  of  fire  parts,  &c.     By  WiUiam  Bjrd, 
one  of  the  Gent,  of  the  Queenes  Majeitiea  Honorable 
Chappell.    Printed  by  Thomas  East,"  &c.  4to.  no  date  : 
but  Ames,  in  his  Typog.  has  mentioned  another  edition  of 
x2 
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the  same  book,  dated  1588,  which  I  take  to  have  been 
later  than  tbit. 

Some  iraproTeinenti,  and  an  additional  atanza  (bc.  the 
Sth)  were  had  Ironi  two  other  ancient  copies ;  one  of 
them  in  black  letUr,  in  the  Pepya  Collectioii,  thus  in- 
acribed,  "  A  sweet  and  pleasant  Sonet,  intitled  Mtf  Hind 
to  we  a  Kingdom  it.    To  the  tune  of  Jn  Crete"  &c. 

Sonie  of  the  atanzu  in  this  poem  were  printed  hj  Bynl 
separate  &oni  the  rest :  thej  are  here  given  in  what 
seemed  the  most  natural  order. 


My  tninde  to  me  a  kingdomc  is  ; 

Such  perfect  joy  therein  I  finde 
Aa  farre  exceeda  all  earthly  blisae, 

That  God  or  nature  hath  assignde  : 
Though  much  I  want,  that  moat  would  have. 
Yet  still  my  mind  forbids  to  crave. 

Content  I  lire,  this  is  ray  stay ; 

I  seek  no  more  than  may  suffice  : 
I  presse  to  beare  no  haughUe  sway  ; 

Look  what  I  lack  my  mind  supplies. 
Loe  !  thus  I  triumph  like  a  king, 
Content  with  that  my  mind  doth  bring. 

I  see  how  plentie  surfets  oft, 

And  hastie  dytnbers  soonest  fall : 

I  see  that  such  as  sit  aloft 

Mishap  doth  threaten  most  of  all : 

These  get  with  toile,  and  keep  with  feare  : 

Such  cares  my  mind  could  never  beare. 
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No  princely  pompe,  nor  welthie  store, 
No  force  to  winne  the  victorie, 

No  wylie  wit  to  salve  a  sore. 
No  shape  to  winne  a  lorere  eye  ; 

To  none  of  these  I  yeeld  as  thrall, 

For  why  my  mind  dispiseth  all. 

Some  have  too  much,  yet  still  they  crave, 
I  little  have,  yet  seek  no  more  : 

They  are  but  poore,  tho'  much  they  have ; 
And  I  am  rich  with  little  store  : 

They  poor,  I  rich  ;  they  b^,  I  give  ; 

They  lacke,  I  lend ;  they  pine,  I  live. 

I  laugh  not  st  anotbers  losse, 
I  grudge  not  at  anothers  gaine  ; 

No  worldly  wave  my  mind  can  tosse, 
I  brooke  that  is  anothers  bane : 

I  feare  no  foe,  nor  fkwne  on  friaid ; 

I  loth  not  hfe,  nor  di^ad  mine  end. 

I  joy  not  in  no  earthly  blisse  : 

I  weigh  not  Cresus'  welth  a  straw  ; 

For  care,  I  care  not  what  it  is  ; 
I  feare  not  fortunes  fatall  law  : 

My  mind  is  such  as  may  not  move 

Foi  beautie  bright  or  force  of  love. 

I  wish  but  what  I  have  at  will : 
I  wander  not  to  seeke  for  more ; 


<i„Google 


I  like  the  plaine,  I  clime  no  hill ; 

In  greatest  atormei  I  sitte  on  shore, 
And  laugh  at  them  that  totle  in  vaiite 
To  get  what  miut  be  lost  againe, 

I  kisae  not  wheie  I  wish  to  kill ; 

I  faine  not  love  where  most  I  hate  ; 
I  breake  no  sleep  to  winne  my  will  j 

I  wayte  not  at  the  mi^tiee  gate  ; 
I  acome  no  poore,  I  feare  no  rich ; 
I  feele  no  want,  nor  have  too  much. 

The  court,  ne  cart,  I  like,  ne  loath ; 

Extreames  are  counted  worst  of  all ; 
The  golden  tneane  betwixt  them  both. 

Doth  surest  sit,  and  fears  no  fall : 
This  is  my  cfaoyce,  for  why  I  fiade. 
No  wealth  is  like  a  quiet  minde. 

My  welth  is  health,  and  perfect  ease  ; 

My  conscience  clere  my  chiefe  defence : 
I  never  seeke  by  brybes  to  please. 

Nor  by  desert  to  give  offence  i 
Thus  do  I  live,  thus  nil!  I  die  - 
Would  all  did  so  as  well  as  II 
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CTiic  patient  CoutittM. 


The  subject  of  this  talc  is  taken  from  that  eDtertaining 
colloquj  of  Eraamua,  entitled,  Uxor  Uiinliiyaiioc,  liv  Con- 
jvgium :  wtich  hu  been  agreeably  modernUed  b;  the  laie 
Mr,  Spence  in  his  little  miscellaneous  publication  entitled 
"  Moralitiea,  &a.,  hj  Sir  Hanj  Beaumont,"  1753,  Svo. 
p.  42. 

The  following  atanzaB  are  extracted  ttam  an  ancient 
poem  entitled  ABmm't  England,  written  bj  Wf  Warner,  a 
celebrated  poet  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  though 
his  name  and  vorks  are  now  equallj  forgotten.  The 
reader  will  find  some  account  of  him  in  vol.  ii.  book  ii. 

The  following'  stanzas  are  printed  from  the  author's 
improved  edition  of  his  work,  printed  in  1602,  4tD ;  the 
third  impression  of  which  appeared  so  early  as  1592,  in 
bl.let.4to.  Theeditionin  160Q  lain  thirteen  books.and 
HO  it  is  repnnted  in  1612, 4to  ;  yet  in  1606,  was  published 
**  A  Continuance  of  Albion's  England  by  the  first  Author, 
W.  W.  Lond.  4tD :"  this  contuns  books  liv.  it.  xvi.  In 
Amea's  T^pagrapAif,  is  preserved  the  memory  of  another 
publication  of  this  writer's,  entitled  Warmr't  Poetry, 
printed  in  1560,  12mo,  and  reprinted  in  1602.  There  is 
alao  extant  tinder  the  name  of  Warner. "  Syriz,  or  sevenfold 
Hist,  pleasant,  and  profitable,  comical, and  tragical,"  4to. 

It  is  proper  to  premise,  that  the  following  lines  were 
not  written  by  the  author  in  stanzas,  but  in  long  Aleian- 
drines  of  fourteen  syllables  ;  which  the  ni 
p^e  made  it  here  necessary  to  subdivide. 


lupATiENCE  chaungeth  smoke  to  flame, 
ButjelouBieishell; 
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Some  wivea  by  padence  have  leduc'd 

111  husbands  to  live  well : 
As  did  the  ladie  of  an  eule. 

Of  whom  I  now  shall  tell. 

An  earle  '  there  was  '  had  wedded,  lov'd  ; 

Was  lov'd,  and  lived  long 
Full  true  to  his  fayre  countesse ;  yet 

At  last  he  did  her  wrong. 

Once  hunted  he  untill  the  chace, 

Long  tasting,  and  the  heat 
Did  house  him  in  a  peakish  grauage 

Within  a  forest  great. 

Where  knowne  and  welcotn'd  (as  the  place 

And  persons  might  afibrde) 
Browne  bread,  whig,  bacon,  cnids  and  milke 

Were  set  him  on  the  borde. 

A  cushion  made  of  Usts,  a  stoole 

Halfe  backed  with  a  hoope 
Were  brought  him,  and  he  sitteth  down 

Besides  a  sorry  coupe. 

The  poore  old  couple  wisht  their  bread 
Were  wheat,  their  whig  were  perry, 

Their  bacon  beefe,  their  milke  and  curda 
Were  creame,  to  make  him  merry. 
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Meane  while  (in  nuBet  neatly  clad, 
With  linen  white  aa  awanne, 

Heraelfe  more  white,  lave  rosie  where 
The  ruddy  ccdour  ranne  : 

Whome  lULlced  nature,  oot  die  aydes 

Of  arte  made  lo  exoell) 
The  good  man's  dau^^ter  aturrea  to  aee 

That  all  were  feat  and  well ; 
The  earle  did  marke  her,  and  admire 

Such  beau  tie  there  to  dwell. 

Yet  fals  he  to  their  homely  iare, 

And  held  him  at  a  feaat : 
But  aa  his  hunger  slaked,  so 
a  heat  increaat 


When  this  repast  was  paat,  and  thanks, 
And  welcome  too  ;  he  sayd 

Unto  his  host  and  hostesse,  in 
The  hewing  of  the  mayd : 

Yee  know,  quoth  he,  that  I  am  lord 

Of  this,  and  many  townea  ; 
I  also  know  that  you  be  poore, 

And  I  can  spare  you  ponnes. 

See  will  I,  BO  yee  will  consent. 
That  yonder  lasse  and  I 
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May  bai^aine  for  hn  love  ;  &t  Ws^ 

Doe  give  me  leave  to  trye> 
Who  Qeeds  to  Imow  it  7  nay  who  daiM 

Into  my  doings  pry  1 

First  they  mitlike,  yet  at  the  length 

For  lucre  were  misled  j 
And  then  the  gamewnnc  earle  did  wowe 

The  damsell  for  his  bed. 

He  took  her  in  his  aimes,  as  yet 

So  coyish  to  he  kist. 
As  mayds  that  know  dionaelves  bdov'd, 

And  yieldingly  resist. 

In  few,  his  offers  were  so  larg^ 

She  lastly  did  consent ; 
With  whom  he  lodged  all  that  ni^t, 

And  early  home  he  went. 

He  tooke  occasion  oftentimes 

In  such  a  sort  to  hunt. 
Whom  when  his  lady  often  tnist, 

Contntry  to  his  wont, 

And  lasdy  was  informed  of 
His  amorous  haunt  elsewhere  ; 

It  greev'd  her  not  a  little,  though 
She  seem'd  it  weU  to  heare. 
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And  thus  ifae  reasons  nidi  heraelfe, 

Some  &ult  perhaps  in  me  ; 
Somewhat  is  done,  that  aoe  he  doth  : 

Alas  I  what  may  it  be  I 

How  may  1  winne  him  to  myaelf  ? 

He  is  a  man,  and  men 
Have  imperfectiona  ;  it  behooves 

Me  pardon  nature  then. 

To  checke  him  were  to  make  him  cbecke ', 
Although  hee  now  were  chaste  : 

A  man  controuled  of  his  wife, 
To  her  makes  lesser  haste. 

If  duty  then,  or  dahance  may 

Prevayle  to  alter  him  ; 
I  will  be  dutiftill,  and  make 

My  selfe  for  daliance  trim. 

So  was  she,  and  so  lovingly 

Did  enteruine  her  lord. 
As  fairer,  or  more  faultlea  none 

Could  be  for  bed  oi  bord< 

Yet  still  he  loves  his  leiman,  and 
Did  still  pursue  that  game,' 

•■  To  oiaot  ia  x  tena  m  filconrj,  ^iplied  when  t,  hawk  i 
iana  vmy  from  hia  prDpur  pnrauiL  To  obot  alio  aigsiS 
pcOTs  or  ebidB.    It  ia  in  tbii  vene  naed  in  both  aenae*. 
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Suspecting  nothing  less,  than  that 

His  lady  knew  die  same  ; 
Wfaerefoie  to  make  him  know  she  knew, 

She  this  devise  did  frame  :  I 

When  long  she  had  been  wrong'd,  and  sought 

The  foresayd  meanes  in  vaine, 
She  rideth  to  the  simple  graunge 

But  with  a  slender  traine. 

She  lighted),  entreth,  greets  tliem  well,  '1 

And  then  did  looke  about  her  : 
The  guiltie  houshold  knowing  her, 

Did  wish  themselves  without  her  ; 
Yet,  for  she  looked  merily, 

The  lesse  they  did  misdoubt  her.  1 

When  she  had  seen  the  beauteous  wench 

(Then  blushing  fkimes  &irer) 
Such  beauty  made  the  countesse  hold 

Them  both  excus'd  the  rather. 

Who  would  not  bite  at  such  a  bait  ?  1 

Thought  she :  and  who  (thou(^  loth) 

So  poore  a  wench,  but  gold  might  tempt  ? 
Sweet  errors  lead  them  both. 

Scarse  one  in  twenty  that  had  bragg'd 

Of  proffei'd  gold  denied,  1 
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Or  of  such  yeelding  beautie  baulkt. 
Bat,  lenne  ta  one,  had  lied. 

Thus  thought  she  :  and  she  thua  declares 
Her  cause  of  coining  thether ; 

My  loid,  oft  hunting  in  these  partes. 
Through  traTcl,  night  or  wether. 

Hath  oilen  lodged  in  your  honae ; 

I  thanke  you  foe  the  same  ; 
For  why  1  it  doth  him  joUy  ease 

To  lie  ao  neaie  his  game. 

But,  for  you  have  not  furniture 

Beseeming  such  a  guest, 
I  bring  his  owne,  and  come  myselfe 

To  see  his  lodging  drest. 

With  that  two  aumpters  were  diacharg'd, 
In  which  were  hangings  brave, 

Silke  coveringa,  curtena,  carpets,  plate, 
And  al  such  turn  should  have. 

When  all  was  handsomly  dispos'd, 
She  prayes  them  to  have  care 

That  nothing  hap  in  their  default. 
That  might  his  faealiii  impair  : 

And,  Damsell,  quoth  shee,  for  it  seemes 
This  houshold  is  but  three, 
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And  fi)T  thy  parenta  age,  that  thia 
Shall  chiefely  rest  on  thee  ; 

Do  me  that  good,  elae  would  to  God 

He  hither  come  no  raaie. 
So  tooke  she  horse,  and  ere  abe  went 

Bestowed  gould  good  atore. 

Full  little  thought  the  countie  that 
His  countesse  bad  done  so  ; 

Who  now  retum'd  from  tar  affiurea 
Did  to  bis  aweet-beart  go. 

No  aocmer  sat  he  fbote  within 

The  late  deformed  cote, 
But  ^t  the  IbmiBU  change  of  things 

His  w<mdring  eies  did  note. 

But  wheu  he  knew  those  goods  to  be 
His  proper  goods  ;  thou^  late. 

Scarce  taking  leave,  he  home  retnmes 
The  matter  to  debate. 


The  countesse  was  a-bed,  and  be 

With  her  bi»  lodging  tooke ; 
Sir,  welcome  home  (quoth  sbee) ;  this  night    165 

For  you  I  did  not  looke 

Then  did  be  question  her  of  such 
His  Btuffe  bestowed  soe. 
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Forsooth,  quoth  she,  because  I  did 
Your  love  and  lodging  knone  : 

Your  love  to  be  a  proper  vench, 
Your  lodging  nothing  lease  ; 

I  held  it  for  your  health,  die  house 
More  decently  to  dnsse. 

WeD  wot  I,  notwithstanding  her, 

Your  lordship  lovetb  me  ; 
And  greater  hope  to  hold  you  snch 

By  quiet,  then  brawles,  '  you'  see. 

Then  for  my  duty,  your  delight, 

And  to  retaine  your  favour. 
All  done  I  did,  and  patiently 

Expect  your  wonted  'haviour. 

Her  patience,  witte  and  answer  wrought 

His  gentle  teares  to  fell : 
When  (kissing  her  a  score  of  times) 

Amend,  sweet  wife,  I  shall ; 
He  said,  and  did  it ;  'so  each  wife 

Her  husband  mty'  recall. 
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BobtiabtU. 

The  following  Btanzu  irere  wriUsn  bj  Hicbftel  Drajtoo, 
a  pool  of  aame  eminence  in  the  reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
James  I.,  and  Charles  I.'  Thej-  are  iiuerted  in  one  of 
hb  Paatorals,  the  first  edition  of  which  bears  thia  whim- 
«cal  title.  "  Idea.  The  Shephearda  Garland  bahioned 
in  nine  Egli^.  Rowlands  ucrifice  to  the  nine  muaes. 
Lond.  1593, 4to.'  The;  are  inscribed  with  the  author's 
name  at  length,  "  To  the  noble  and  valeroua  gentleman 
master  Robert  Dudley,"  &c.  It  it  Tory  remarkable,  that 
when  Drajtoo  reprinted  them  in  the  first  folio  edition  of 
his  works,  1619,  he  had  given  those  Eclogues  so  thorough 
a  revisal,  that  there  is  hardly  a  line  to  bo  found  the  same 
ai  iu  tbc  old  edition.  This  poem  had  received  the  fewest 
corrections,  and  therefore  is  chiefl/  given  from  the  an- 
cient copy,  where  it  is  thus  introduced  by  one  of  his 
shepherds : 

Litteo  to  DIM,  my  lorelj  ibqiheanli  joye, 

And  thOQ  ihalt  hfiin,  with  mirUi  and  mickle  g\tv, 

A  pr«Uie  tale,  which  wfaw  I  wu  a  boy, 
Mj  toothlei  gnndune  oft  hath  tolde  to  mc- 
Tbe  author  has  professedly  imitated  the  style  and  metre 
of  some  of  the  old  metrical  romances  ;  particularly  that 
of  jSr  Itaibrat*,  (alluded  to  in  t.  S,)  as  the  reader  may 
judge  from  the  following  specimen  : 

LordjDEM,  lyttcD,  and  yon  thai  hen,  &c. 

T«  tball  well  heare  of  a  knigbt, 
That  waa  in  vam  full  wyght. 
And  doughlj-e  of  bii  dede ; 
Hia  name  waa  Sjr  laenbns,  10 

Han  nobler  tbea  bo  waa 
Ljved  none  with  broade. 
■  He  was  bom  in  1563,  and  died  in  IGSl.— Bh^.  £nt. 
*  Ai  alao  Cbancer'i  Rb;m«  of  Sir  Topaa,  >.  $. 
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Hb  wu  l^^lj,  lu^i  and  Ion^«, 

With  shguldon  liroaae,  and  armes  ilronge, 

Thit  m;ghtie  <ru  lo  h  :  15 

He  wu  1  faudTe  mia,  ud  hje. 
All  mm  hym  loTed  that  hym  m, 

For  1  gent}'U  kDlgbl  vu  ba ; 
Harpen  lorad  him  Id  hall, 
Wilb  other  minBtiellB  all,  -20 

For  he  gave  Ihem  goUe  and  he,  &c. 

This  aacient  legend  was  printed  in  black  letter,  4to, 
b;  I^BllSam  CovUnfi:  no  date.  In  the  Cotton  Library 
(Calig.  A.  2,)  is  a  MS.  copy  of  the  same  romance  con- 
Uiniog  tbe  greatest  variations.  Tliey  are  probably  two 
different  tnuBladona  of  some  French  original. 

Faree  in  tbe  countrey  of  Arden, 
There  vron'd  a  kni^t,  hight  Cassemen, 

As  bolde  as  Isenbras  : 
Fell  was  he,  and  ^er  bent, 
In  battell  and  in  tournament,  5 

As  was  the  good  Sir  Topas. 

He  had,  as  antique  stories  tell, 
A  daughter  cleaped  Dowsabel, 

A  mayden  fayre  and  free : 
And  for  she  was  her  Others  heire,  10 

Ftill  well  she  was  y-cond  the  leyre 

Of  mickle  curtesie. 


The  silke  well. couth  she  twist  and  twin 
And  make  the  fine  march-pine. 
And  with  the  needle  werke  : 
And  she  could  hetpe  the  priest  to  say 
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His  matdns  on  a  holy-day. 
And  sing  a  psalme  in  kiike. 

She  ware  a  frock  of  &olicke  greene, 
Might  well  beaeeme  a  mayden  queene, 

Which  Bcemly  was  to  see  ; 
A  hood  to  that  so  neat  and  fine, 
In  colour  like  the  ctdombine, 

Y-wrought  iiill  featoualy. 

Her  features  all  as  tresh  above, 

As  is  the  grasse  that  growes  by  Dove ; 

And  ly  th  as  lasse  of  Kent. 
Her  skin  as  soil  as  Lemster  nooll, 
As  white  as  snow  on  Peakish  Hull, 

Or  swanne  that  swims  in  Tient 

This  mayden  in  a  mome  betime 

Went  forth,  when  May  was  in  her  prime. 

To  get  Bweete  oetywall. 
The  honey-suckle,  the  harlocke, 
The  lilly  and  the  lady-smocke. 

To  deck  her  si 


Thus,  as  she  wandred  here  and  there, 
Y-picking  of  the  bloomed  breeie, 

She  chanced  to  eiipi« 
A  shepheard  sitting  on  a  bancke. 
Like  chanteclere  he  crowed  crancke, 

And  pip'd  full  menitie. 
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He  lear'd  his  sbeepe  as  he  him  list, 
When  he  nould  whistle  in  hia  fist, 

To  feeds  about  him  rcMind.; 
Whilst  he  full  many  a  carroll  aung, 
Until!  the  fields  and  meadowes  rung, 

And  all  the  woods  did  sound. 

In  favour  this  same  ahepheards  awayne 
Was  like  the  bedlam  Tamburlayne', 

Which  helde  prond  kings  in  awe  : 
But  meeke  he  was  as  lamb  mougfat  be ; 
And  innocent  of  ill  as  he* 

Whom  his  lewd  brother  slaw. 

The  shepheard  ware  a  sheepe-gray  cloke, 
Which  was  of  the  iiaest  loke. 

That  could  be  cut  with  sheere  : 
His  mittens  were  of  bauzena  skinne, 
Hia  cocken  were  of  cordiwin, 

His  hood  of  m 


His  aule  and  lingell  in  a  thoi^. 
His  tar-boxe  on  his  broad  belt  hong, 

His  breech  of  coyntrie  blewe  : 
Full  crispe  and  curled  were  bis  lockeSf 
His  browes  as  white  as  Albion  rocks  :  65 

So  like  a  lover  true, 

>  AUuding  lo  Tambariaiae  Iha  Cheat,  or  lie  SiyOian  ^ttfitard, 
liSO,  Bto.  an  old  renting  plaj  BKiibed  lo  MbtIow*. 
4  8c.  Abdl.  1  3 
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And  pyping  still  be  spent  the  day. 
So  nteTry  as  the  popingay  ; 

Which  hked  Dowsabel : 
That  would  she  ought,  or  would  she  nou^ 
Thia  lad  would  never  from  her  thought ; 

She  in  love-longing  fell. 

At  length  ahe  tucked  up  her  frocke, 
White  as  a  lilly  was  her  smocke, 

She  drew  the  shepheard  nye  ; 
But  then  the  shepheard  pyp'd  a  good, 
That  all  his  sheepe  tbrsooke  their  focxle, 

To  heare  his  roelodye. 

Thy  sheepe,  quoth  she,  cannot  be  leahe, 
That  have  a  jolly  shepbearda  swayne. 

The  which  can  pipe  ao  well : 
Yea  but,  sayth  he,  their  shepheard  may, 
If  pyping  thus  he  pine  away. 

In  love  of  Dowsabel. 

Of  love,  fond  boy,  take  thou  no  keepe. 
Quoth  she  ;  looke  thou  unto  thy  sheepe. 

Lest  they  should  hap  to  stray. 
Quoth  he.  So  had  I  done  full  well. 
Had  I  not  seen  fayre  Dowsabell 

Come  forth  to  gather  maye. 

With  that  she  gan  to  vaile  her  head, 
Her  cheeks  were  like  the  roses  red, 


ifdb,  Google 


SOWSABELL. 

But  not  a  word  she  Bayd  : 
With  that  the  shepheard  gan  to  frowue, 
He  threw  his  pretie  pypes  adowne, 

And  on  the  ground  him  layd. 

Sayth  she,  I  may  not  stay  till  night. 
And  leave  my  summer-hall  undight. 

And  all  for  long  of  thee. 
My  coate,  sayth  he,  nor  yet  my  foulde 
Shall  neither  sheepe  nor  shepheard  hould, 

Except  thou  favour  mee. 

Sayth  she,  Yet  lever  were  I  dead. 
Then  I  should  lose  my  mayden-head. 

And  all  for  love  of  men. 
Saytb  he,  Yet  are  you  too  unkind. 
If  in  your  heart  you  cannot  finde 

To  love  ua  now  and  then. 

And  I  to  thee  will  be  as  kinde 
As  Colin  was  to  Rosalinde, 

Of  curiesie  the  flower. 
Then  will  I  be  as  true,  quoth  she. 
As  ever  mayden  yet  might  be 

Unto  her  paramour. 

With  that  she  bent  her  snow-white  knee, 
Downe  by  the  shepheard  kneeled  shee. 

And  him  she  sweetely  kist ; 
With  that  the  shepheard  whoop'd  for  joy. 
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Quoth  he,  Ther's  never  shephearda  boy 
That  ever  was  so  blist. 


•  VIII. 

Cjbe  ^avtiatUto  lobe. 

From  BeaumoDt  end  Fletchei'a  plaf,  entitled  The 
Imtxt'i  Pngreu,  act  iii.  sc  1. 

AsiED,  fond  love,  farewell  you  wanton  powers ; 

I  am  free  again. 
Thou  dull  disease  of  hloud  and  idle  hours. 
Bewitching  pain, 

Fly  to  fools,  that  sigh  anay  their  time :  -  5 

My  nobler  love  to  heaven  doth  climb. 
And  there  behold  beauty  still  young. 

That  time  can  ne'er  corrupt,  lujr  death  destroy. 
Immortal  sweetness  by  &ir  angels  sung, 

And  honoured  by  eternity  and  joy  :  10 

There  lies  my  love,  thither  my  hopes  aspire. 
Fond  love  declines,  this  heavenly  love  grows  higher. 


Affdbds  a  pretty  poetical  contest  between  Pleaiure  and 
Honour.     It  U  found  at  the  end  of  "  Hymen's  Triumpb  : 

a  pastoral  tragi-comedie."  irritten  bv  Daniel,  and  prioted 
amoDg  his  works,  4lo.  1623*.     Daniel,  who  was  a  contem- 
■  In  Ihii  editiuD  it  (■  collsied  with  ■  cojiy  printed  U  the  end  at 
I'll  "  Ti^«die  of  Cleapun.     Load.  1607,"  l^oo. 
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porar;  of  DnijtoDV  uid  ii  wid  to  have  been  poet-laureate 
to  Queen  Eluabeth,  waa  born  in  1562,  and  died  in  1619. 
Anne,  Countess  of  Doreet,  Pembroke,  and  Muntgomer;, 
(to  whom  Daniel  had  been  tutor,)  bas  inserted  a  small 
portrut  of  him  in  a  fall  length  picture  of  henelf,  pre- 
aerred  at  Appleby  C»tle,  in  Cnmberiand. 

This  little  poem  is  the  rather  selected  for  a  specimen  of 
Daniel's  poetic  powers,  as  it  ii  onutted  in  the  later  edition 
of  bis  works,  S  vols.  12mo.  1 718. 


SvBBN. 
CoKB,  worthy  Greeke,  Ulysses  come, 

Possesse  these  ahorei  with  me, 
The  windes  and  aeas  are  troubleeomet 

And  here  we  may  be  free. 
Here  may  we  sit  and  view  tbeir  toyle, 

That  travoile  in  the  deepe, 
Enjoy  the  day  in  mirth  the  while, 

And  spend  the  ni^t  in  >le«pe. 

Ultsrbs. 
Faire  nymph,  if  &me  or  honour  were 

To  be  attain'd  with  ease. 
Then  would  I  come  and  rest  with  diee. 

And  leave  such  Uules  as  these  ; 
But  here  it  dwell,  and  here  must  I 

With  danger  aeek  it  forth ; 
To  spend  the  time  luxurioualy 

Becomes  not  men  of  worth. 
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Ulysses,  O  be  not  deceiv'd 

With  that  unreall  name  : 
This  honour  is  a  thing  conceir'd, 

And  rests  on  others'  feme 
Begotten  only  to  molest 

Our  peace,  and  to  beguile 
(The  best  thing  of  out  life)  our  rest. 

And  ffve  us  up  to  toyle ! 

Ultsses. 
Delicious  nymph,  suppose  there  were 

Nor  honor,   nor  report. 
Yet  manlinesse  would  scorne  to  weare 

The  time  in  idle  sport : 
For  toyle  doth  give  a  better  touch 

To  make  us  feele  our  joy  ; 
And  ease  findes  tediousnes,  as  much 

As  labour  yeelds  annoy. 


Then  pleasure  likewise  seemes  the  snore. 

Whereto  tendes  all  your  toyle  ; 
Which  you  forego  to  make  it  more. 

And  perish  oft  the  while. 
Who  may  disport  them  diversly. 

Find  never  tedious  day  ; 
And  ease  may  have  variety, 

As  well  as  action  may. 
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But  natures  of  the  noblest  frame 

These  toyles  and  dangers  please  ; 
And  they  take  comfort  in  the  same. 

As  much  as  you  in  ease  : 
And  with  the  thought  of  actions  past 

Are  recreated  still : 
When  pleasure  leaves  a  touch  at  last 

To  shew  that  U  was  ill. 

Syren. 
That  doth  opinion  only  cause. 

That 's  out  of  custom  bred  ; 
Which  makes  us  many  other  laws, 

Than  ever  nature  did. 
No  widdowes  wail  for  our  delights. 

Our  sports  are  without  blood; 
The  world  we  see  by  warlike  wights 

Receives  more  hurt  than  good. 

UlJSSES. 

But  yet  the  state  of  things  require 

These  motions  of  unrest, 
And  these  great  spirits  of  high  desire 

Seem  borne  to  turne  them  best : 
To  purge  the  mischiefes,  that  it 

And  all  good  order  mar  : 
For  oft  we  see  a  wicked  peace, 

To  be  well  chaog'd  for  war. 
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Stux, 
WeU,  wdl,  UlynM,  dMD  I  see 

I  shall  not  hftve  thee  here ; 
And  therefiwe  I  wiQ  come  to  thee, 

And  take  tay  fortune  there. 
I  miut  be  wonne  diat  cannot  win, 

Yet  fam  were  I  not  wonne : 
For  bean^  hath  created  txn 

T*  undoo  or  be  u 


Tnit  beautiful  poem,  which  ponenes  ■  cluneal  elegance 
hardly  to  be  eipected  Id  the  age  of  Jataes  I.,  is  printed 
from  the  fourth  odithm  of  Daviaoa's  Poems',  &c.  1621. 
It  u  also  found  in  a  tatar  miMellaDf ,  entitled  Zc  Prince 
iF  Amour,  1660,  8to.  Fkauci*  DavboD,  editor  of  the 
poemB  aboTO  referred  to,  waa  aon  of  that  nnfortanale 
secretary  of  itate,  who  suffered  M>  mad)  from  the  affiur  of 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots.  These  poems,  he  tells  us  in  his 
preface,  were  written  by  himself,  by  bis  brother  [Walter], 
who  was  a  soldier  in  the  wars  of  the  Low  Countries,  and  by 
some  dear  IHends  **  anonymoi."  Among  them  ere  found 
some  pieces  by  Sir  J,  Davis,  the  Countess  of  Pembroke, 
Sir  Philip  Sidney,  Spenser,  and  other  wits  of  those  times. 
In  the  fourth  volume  of  Dryden's  Mitc^latae*,  this 
poem  is  attributed  to  Sidney  Godolphin,  E^sq.,  but  erro- 
neously, being  probably  written  before  he  was  bora.  One 
edidoD  of  Davison's  iMok  was  published  in  1606.  Oodd- 
phin  was  born  in  1610,  and  (tied  in  1043-3.— JU.  Or.  ii.  ^ 
■  8«e  the  fiiU  title  in  vd.  U.  bosk  ili.  no.  iv. 
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It  duoic'd  of  late  a  shepherd  iwain, 
That  Trent  to  seek  bia  straying  dieep, 

Within  a  thicket  od  a  plain 
Espied  a  dainty  i^mph  aaleep. 

Her  golden  babe  o'enpred  her  &ce  ; 

Her  carelew  arms  abroad  were  cast ; 
Her  quiver  had  her  pillows  place ; 

Her  bieaat  lay  bare  to  every  blast. 

The  shepherd  stood  and  gai'd  his  fill ; 

Nought  dnnt  he  do  ;  nought  durst  he  say  ; 
Whilst  chance,  or  else  perhaps  hi*  will. 

Did  guide  (be  god  of  love  that  way. 

The  oafty  boy  thus  sees  her  sleep, 
Whom  if  she  wak'd  he  durst  not  see ; 

Behind  her  closely  seeks  to  creep, 
Before  her  nap  should  ended  bee. 

There  come,  he  steals  her  shafb  away, 
And  puts  his  own  into  their  place ; 

Nor  dares  be  any  longer  stay, 

But,  ere  she  wakes,  faies  thence  apace. 

Scarce  was  he  gone,  but  she  awakes, 
*  And  spies  the  shepherd  standing  by  : 
Her  bended  bow  in  haste  she  takes. 
And  at  the  simple  swaiii  lets  Sye. 
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Forth  flew  the  shaft,  and  pierc'd  his  heart,  25 

That  to  the  ground  he  fell  with  pain  : 

Yet  up  again  forthwith  he  start, 
And  to  the  nymph  he  ran  amain. 

Amazed  to  see  so  strai^  a  sight, 

She  shot,  and  shot,  but  all  in  vain ;  30 

The  more  his  wounds,  the  more  his  might, 

Love  yielded  strength  amidst. his  pain. 

Her  angry  eyes  were  great  with  tears. 

She  blames  her  hand,  she  blames  her  skill ; 

The  bluntaess  of  her  shafts  she  fears,  35 

And  try  them  on  herself  she  will. 

Take  heed,  sweet  nymph,  trye  not  thy  shaft, 
Each  little  touch  will  pierce  thy  heart : 

Alas  .'  thou  know'st  not  Cupids  craft  ; 

Revenge  is  joy  :   the  end  is  smart.  40 

Yet  try  she  will,  and  pierce  some  bare  ; 

Her  hands  were  glov'd,  but  next  to  hand 
Was  that  fair  breast,  that  breast  so  rare, 

That  made  the  shepherd  senseless  stand. 

That  breast  she  pierc'd  ;  aqd  through  that  breast 
Lo7e  found  an  entry  to  her  heart ;  *  46 

At  feeling  of  this  new-come  gueet. 
Lord  !  how  this  geutle  nymph  did  start  1 
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She  nins'not  now  ;  she  shoots  no  more  ; 
Away  she  throws  both  bHsA  and  bow  : 
She  seeks  for  what  she  shunn'd  before, 
'  She  thinks  the  shepherds  haste  too  slow. 


Though  mountains  meet  not,  lovere  may  : 
What  other  lovers  do,  did  they  : 
The  god  of  love  sate  on  a  tree. 
And  laught  that  pleasant  sight  to  see. 


This  little  morsl  poem  was  writ  hy  Sir  Henry  Wotton, 
who  died  Provost  of  Eton,  in  1639.  iEt.  72,  It  is  printed 
Stmn  n.  little  collectian  of  his  pieces,  entitled  ReUqaia 
Wottomaiue,  1651,  12ino.,  compared  with  one  or  two  other 

How  happy  is  he  bom  or  tau^t, 

That  serveth  not  anothers  will ; 
Whose  armour  is  his  bcnest  thought, 

And  simple  truth  his  highest  skUl ; 


Whose  passions  not  his  masters  are  ; 

Whose  soul  is  still  prepar'd  for  death  ; 
Not  ty'd  unto  the  world  with  care 

Of  princes  ear,  or  vulgar  breath  : 
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Who  hath  hii  life  from  nunoun  &eed ; 

Whose  cODMnence  is  his  strong  retreat ; 
Whose  state  can  neither  flatteren  feed, 

Nor  mine  make  <^iprewon  great : 

Who  envies  none  whom  chance  dodi  raise, 
Or  vice  :  Who  never  underetood 

How  deepest  wounds  are  given  with  praise  ; 
Mot  rules  of  state,  hut  rules  of  good : 

Who  God  doth  late  and  early  pray 
More  of  his  grace  than  giAs  to  lend ; 

And  entertaines  the  harmless  day 
With  a  well-chosen  book  or  friend. 

This  man  is  ireed  (ram  servile  bands 
Of  hope  to  rise,  or  feare  to  &U ; 

Lord  of  himselfe,  thou^  not  of  lands ; 
And  having  nothing,  yet  hath  all. 


XU. 

^Qirroj;, 


Wab  a  fkmoui  robber,  who  lived  about  the  middle  or  the 
lad  century,  if  we  may  credit  tbe  bUtortea  and  BtDry-books 
of  highnBymen,  which  relate  Disiiy  improbable  feats  of 
him,  as  his  robbing  Cardinal  Richelieu,  Oliver  Croaiwell, 
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&c.     But  these  stoiiei  have  pnib^f  do  other  authority 
than  the  records  of  Ornb-atreet ;  st  least  the  Gilderoy , 
i*ho  is  the  hero  of  Scottish  songsters,  seems  ta  have  lived 
iu  an  earlier  age  ;  for,  in  Thompson's  Orpheui  Caledomui, 
vol.  ii.  1733,  Svo.  is  a  cop;  of  this  ballad,  i^hlch,  though 
corrupt  and  interpolated,  contains  some  lines  that  appear 
to  be  of  genuine  antiquity  :  iu  theee  he  ia  represented  as 
contemporary  with  Mary  Queen  of  Scots ;  ex.  gr. 
"  Tbe  Queen  of  Scot*  poneaed  Bought, 
That  my  love  let  me  wint : 
Por  cow  ud  ew  to  me  be  broui^t 
And  ein  whsn  they  wera  «c«iil." 

These  lines,  perhaps,  might  safely  have  beeu  inserted 
among  the  following  stanzas,  nhich  are  given  Irom  a  writ- 
ten copy,  that  seems  to  have  received  some  modern  cor< 
rections.  Indeed  the  common  popular  ballad  contained 
some  indecent  luxuriances  that  required  the  pruning- 
hook. 


GiLDEROT  was  a  bonnie  boy, 

Had  roses  tull  his  shoone, 
Hia  stockings  were  of  silken  aoy, 

Wi'  garters  hanging  doune  r 
It  was,  I  weene,  a  comelie  sight, 

To  Bee  aae  trim  a  boy ; 
He  was  my  jo  and  hearts  delif^t, 

My  handsome  Gilderoy. 

Oh  !  aike  twa  charming  een  he  had, 
A  breath  as  sweet  as  roae, 

He  never  ware  a  Highland  plaid, 
But  costly  silken  clothes  ; 
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He  gain'd  the  luve  of  ladies  gay, 
Nane  eir  tull  him  was  coy. 

Ah  !  wae  is  mee !  I  moum  the  day, 
For  my  dear  Gilderoy. 

My  Gilderoy  and  I  were  bom 

Baith  in  one  toun  t^^ther, 
We  scant  were  seven  years  befom 

We  gan  to  luve  each  other ; 
Our  dadies  and  our  mammies  thay 

Were  fill'd  wi'  mickle  joy, 
To  think  upon  die  bridal  day, 

Twixt  me  and  Gilderoy. 

For  Gilderoy  that  luve  of  minei 

Gude  faith,  I  freely  bought 
A  wedding  aark  of  Holland  fine, 

Wi'  silken  flowers  wrought : 
And  he  gied  me  a  wedding  ring, 

Which  I  receiv'd  wi'  joy, 
Nae  lad  nor  lassie  eir  could  sing, 

Like  me  and  Gilderoy. 

Wi'  mickle  joy  we  spent  our  prime. 
Till  we  were  baith  sixteen. 

And  aft  we  past  the  langsome  time. 
Among  the  leaves  sae  green ; 

Aft  aa  the  banks  we'd  sit  us  thair, 
And  sweetly  kiss  and  toy. 
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Wi'  garluids  gay  wad  deck  my  hair 
My  handsome  Gilderoy. 

Oh  !  that  he  still  had  been  content, 

Wi'  me  to  lead  his  life, 
But,  ah !  his  manfu'  heart  was  bent, 

To  stir  in  feates  of  strife  : 
And  he  in  many  a  venturons  deed. 

His  courage  bauld  wad  try ; 
And  now  this  gars  mine  heart  to  bleed, 

For  my  dear  Gilderoy. 

And  when  of  me  his  leave  he  tuik, 

The  tears  they  wat  mine  ee, 
I  gave  tull  him  a  partii^  luik, 

"  My  benison  gang  wi'  thee ! 
God  speed  thee  weil,  mine  ain  dear  heart, 

For  gane  is  all  my  joy  ; 
My  heart  is  rent  sith  we  maun  part, 

My  handsome  Gilderoy." 

My  Gilderoy  batth  far  and  near, 

Was  fear'd  in  every  toun. 
And  bauldly  hare  away  the  gear. 

Of  many  a  lanland  loun  ; 
Nane  eir  durst  meet  him  man  to  man, 

He  was  sae  brave  a  boy : 
At'length  wi'  numbers  he  was  tane. 

My  winsome  Gilderoy. 
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Viae  worth  the  loon  that  made  the  laws. 

To  hai^  a  man  for  gear, ' 
To  'reave  of  life  for  ox  or  ass, 

For  sheep,  or  horse,  or  mare : 
Had  not  their  laws  been  made  aae  strick, 

I  neir  had  lost  my  joy, 
Wi'  sorrow  neir  had  wat  my  cheek, 

For  my  dear  Gilderoy. 

Giff  GQderoy  had  done  amisse, 

He  raought  hae  banisht  been. 
Ah  !  what  sair  cruelty  is  this. 

To  bang  aike  handsame  men  ; 
To  hang  tiie  flower  o'  Scottish  land, 

Sae  sweet  and  fair  a  boy  ; 
Nae  lady  had  sae  white  a  hand, 

As  thee,  my  Gilderoy. 

Of  Gilderoy  sae  fraid  they  were. 

They  bound  him  mickle  strong, 
Tull  Edenburrow  they  led  him  thair, 

And  on  a  gallows  hung  : 
They  hung  him  high  aboon  the  rest, 

He  was  sae  trim  a  boy  ; 
Thair  dyed  the  youth  whom  I  lued  best, 

My  handsome  Gilderoy, 

Thus  having  yielded  up  his  breath, 
1  bare  his  corpse  away. 
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Wi'  tears,  that  trickled  for  his  death, 
I  washt  his  comelye  clay  ; 

And  siker  in  a  grave  sae  deep, 
I  laid  the  deai-lued  bojr, 

And  now  for  evir  nuun  I  we«p, 
My  winsome  Gilderay. 


WUnftttttn. 
This  beautiful  address  to  conjugal  love,  a  salgect  too 
much  n^lected  hy  the  libertine  Muses,  was,  1  believe, 
tint  printed  in  a  volume  of  "  Miscellaneous  Poems,  by 
Bereral  bands,  published  by  D.  [David]  Lewis,  1726."  fivo. 
It  is  there  said,  how  truly  I  koow  not,  to  be  a  transla- 
tion "  from  the  aacient  Briiisb  language." 

AwAT  ;  let  nou^t  to  love  displeasing. 

My  Wini&eda,  move  your  care  ; 
Let  nought  delay  the  heavenly  blessing. 

Nor  squeamish  pride,  nor  ^oomy  fear. 

What  dio'  no  grants  of  royal  donors  5 

With  pompous  titles  grace  our  blood ; 

We'll  shine  in  more  substantial  honors. 
And  to  be  noble  we'll  be  good. 

Our  name,  while  virtue  ^us  we  tender, 

Will  aweetly  sound  where-e'er  'tis  spoke  :      10 
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And  all  the  great  ones,  they  shall  wonder 
How  the;  respect  such  little  folk. 

What  though  from  fortune's  lavish  bounty 

No  mighty  treasures  we  possess  ; 
We'll  find  within  oui  pittance  plenty,  ] 

And  be  content  without  excess. 

Still  shall  each  returning  seastn 

SufiBcient  for  our  wishes  give  ; 
For  we  will  live  a  life  of  reason, 

And  that's  the  only  life  to  live.  i, 

Through  youth  and  age  in  love  excelling, 
Well  hand  in  hand  together  tread  ; 

Sweet-smiling  peace  shall  crown  our  dweUing, 
And  babes,  sweet-amilii^  babes,  om*  bed. 

How  should  I  love  the  pretty  creatures,  i 

While  round  my  knees  they  fondly  clung  : 

To  see  them  look  their  mothers  features, 
To  hear  them  lisp  their  mothers  tongue. 

And  when  with  envy  lime  transported, 

Shall  think  to  rob  us  of  our  joys,  f 

You'll  in  your  girU  again  be  courted. 
And  I'll  go  a  wooing  in  my  boys. 
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€j)t  VRitti  at  SSb&cs, 
Was  published  in  a  small  collection  of  Poems,  entitled 
EtOheima,  or  the  Power  of  Harmom/,  &c.,  IT56,  written  in 
1748,  by  the  ingenious  Dr.  Harrington,  of  Bath,  who  never 
allowed  them  to  be  published,  and  withheld  his  name  till 
it  could  no  longer  be  concealed.  The  following  contains 
some  variationB  from  the  original  copy,  which  it  is  hoped 
the  author  will  pardon,  when  he  is  inlbrmed  they  came 
firom  the  elegant  pen  of  the  late  Mr,  Shenatone. 

Wokej-hole  is  a  noted  cavern  in  Somersetshire,  which 
has  given  birth  to  as  many  wild  fancirul  stories,  as  the 
Sybil's  Cave  in  Italy.  Through  a  very  narrow  entrance, 
it  opens  into  a  large  vault,  the  roof  whereof,  either  on 
account  of  its  height,  or  the  thickness  of  the  gloom,  can- 
not be  discovered  by  the  light  of  torches.  It  goes  wind- 
ii^  a  great  way  underground,  is  crost  hy  a  atream  of  very 
cold  water,  and  is  all  horrid  with  broken  pieces  of  rock : 
many  of  these  are  evident  petribctions,  which,  on  ac- 
count of  their  singular  formi,  hare  given  rise  to  the  fables 
alluded  to  in  this  poem. 

In  annciente  days,  tradition  showes, 
A  base  and  wicked  elfe  arose, 

The  Witch  of  Wokey  hight : 
Oft  have  I  heard  the  fearfiill  tale 
From  Sue,  and  B<^r  of  the  vale,  5 

On  eome  long  winter's  night. 

Deep  in  the  dreary  dismall  cell. 
Which  seem'd  and  was  ycleped  bell, 
This  blear-eyed  hag  did  hide : 
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Nine  wicked  elves,'  as  legends  sajrne, 
She  chose  to  form  her  guardian  ttayne, 
And  kennel  near  her  side. 

Here  screeching  owls  oft  made  their  nest, 
While  wolves  its  craggy  aides  possest, 

Night-howling  thro'  the  rock : 
No  wholesome  herb  could  here  be  found ; 
She  blasted  every  plant  around, 

And  blister'd  every  flock. 

Hei  haggard  face  was  foull  to  see  ; 
Her  mouth  unmeet  a  mouth  to  bee  ; 

Her  eyne  of  deadly  leer ; 
She  nought  devis'd  but  ne^hbour's  ill, 
She  wreak'd  on  all  hei  wayward  will, 

And  marr*d  all  goodly  chear. 

All  in  her  prime,  have  poets  sung, 
No  gaudy  youth,  gallant  and  young, 

E'er  blest  her  loi^ng  armes  : 
And  hence  arose  her  api^t  to  vex, 
And  blast  the  youth  of  either  sex. 

By  dint  of  hellish  (diarma. 

From  Glaston  came  a  lemed  wight, 
Full  bent  to  marr  her  fell  despot, 

And  well  he  did,  I  ween : 
Sich  mischief  never  had  been  known, 
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And,  since  his  mickle  leminge  Bhomi, 
Sich  mischief  ne'er  has  been. 

He  chauntede  out  bis  godlie  boolce. 
He  Croat  the  water,  blest  the  brooke, 

Then- — pater-noster  done, 
The  ghastly  hag  be  sprinkled  o'er : 
When  lo  i  where  stood  a  hag  before, 

Now  stood  a.  ghaady  stone. 

Full  well  'tis  known  adown  the  dale  : 
Tho'  passii^  strange  indeed  the  tale, 

And  doubtfiiU  may  appear, 
I'm  bold  to  say,  there's  never  a  one. 
That  has  not  seen  the  witch  in  stone, 

With  all  her  housdiold  gear. 

But  tho'  this  lemede  clerke  did  well ; 
With  grieved  heart,  alas  !  I  tell. 

She  left  diis  curse  behind ; 
That  Wokey-nymphs  forsaken  quite, 
Tho'  sense  and  beauty  both  unite. 

Should  find  no  leman  kind. 

For  lo  !  even,  as  the  fiend  did  say. 
The  sex  have  found  it  to  this  day, 

That  men  are  wondrous  scant : 
Here's  beauty,  wit,  and  sense  combin'd. 
With  all  that's  good  and  virtuous  join'd. 

Yet  hardly  one  gallant. 
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Shall  then  aich  maids  uopitied  moane  ? 
They  might  as  well,  like  her,  be  stone, 

As  thus  forsaken  dwell. 
Since  Glaston  now  can  boast  no  clerks ; 
Come  down  from  Oxenford,  ye  sparks. 

And,  oh  \  revoke  the  spell. 

Yet  Btay — nor  thus  despond,  ye  ftir ; 
Virtue's  the  gods'  peculiar  care ; 

I  hear  the  gracious  voice  : 
Your  sex  shall  soon  be  blest  agen, 
We  only  wait  to  find  sich  men. 

As  best  deserve  your  choice. 


XV. 

33rsan  anU  $rrtent. 

It  founded  on  a  real  &ct.  that  happened  ia  the  Island  of 
St.  Christopher's,  about  1760.  The  editnr  owes  the  fol- 
lowing stSDzas  to  the  friendship  of  Dr.  James  Gmnger', 
nbo  was  an  eminent  phyaician  in  that  island  when  this 
trugical  inddent  happened,  and  died  there  much  honoured 
and  lamented  in  1767.  To  this  ingenious  gentleman  the 
public  is  indebted  for  the  fine  Ode  on  SoSlvde,  printed  in 
the  fourth  volume  of  Dodsley's  MUceUaniei,  p.  229,  in 
which  are  assemhled  some  of  the  suhlimest  images  in 
nature.  The  reader  will  pardon  the  insertion  of  the  first 
stanza  here,  for  the  sake  of  reetifying  the  two  last  lines, 
which  n  ere  thus  ^ven  hy  the  author  : 

'  Author  of  t  jiocm  on  the  Cnltare  of  tfac  Sngir-Csoe,  &C. 
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0  Solitude,  nmiDtic  miid, 

Whether  bj  nodding  lowers  you  trod. 

Or  bunt  ihe  dHert'i  tncklcn  gloom, 

Or  clitnti  the  Ando'  clifted  tide, 
Or  b;  the  Nila'g  C07  xigrcc  ibide, 
Or  fttarting  from  jour  holf-ycai^a  elwp 
From  HecU  now  the  tlumng  deep. 
Or  at  the  pnrpte  diirn  of  day 
Tadmor*!  marble  wutee  tune)',  &c. 

slludii^  to  the  account  of  PBlmyra  published  by  vomq 
late  ingenious  travellers,  and  the  manner  in  which  tfaey 
were  struck  at  the  firpt  sight  of  those  magnificent  ruins  by 
break  of  day. 


The  north-east  wind  did  briskly  blow, 

The  ship  was  safely  moor'd  ; 
Young  Bryan  thought  the  boat'a-ctew  alow, 

And  so  leapt  over-board. 

Pereene,  the  pride  of  Indian  dames. 

His  heart  long  held  in  thrall, 
And  wboBo  his  impatience  blameB, 

I  wot,  ne'er  lov'd  at  all. 

A  long  long  year,  one  miHith  and  day. 

He  dwelt  on  English  land. 
Nor  once  in  thought  or  deed  would  stray, 

Tho'  ladies  sought  his  hand. 

For  Bryan  he  was  tall  and  stroi^. 
Right  blythsome  roll'd  his  een, 
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Sweet  waa  his  voice  whene'er  he  bui^, 
He  scEut  had  twenty  seen. 

But  who  the  countless  charms  can  draw, 
That  grac'd  his  mistress  true  ; 

Such  charms  the  old  world  seldom  saw. 
Nor  oft  I  ween  the  new. 

Her  raven  bair  plays  round  bei  neck, 

Like  tendrils  of  the  vine ; 
Her  cheeks  red  dewy  rose  buda  deck. 

Her  eyes  like  diamonds  shine. 

Soon  as  his  well-known  ship  she  spied, 

She  cast  her  weeds  away. 
And  to  the  palmy  shore  she  hied. 

All  in  her  best  array. 

In  sea-green  silk  so  neatly  clad, 

She  there  impatient  stood  ; 
The  crew  with  wonder  saw  the  lad 

Repel  the  foaming  flood. 

Hei  hands  a  handkerchief  display 'd, 

Which  he  at  parting  gave  ; 
Well  pleas'd  the  token  he  survey'd, 

And  manlier  beat  the  wave. 

Her  fair  companions  one  and  all, 
Rejoicing  crowd  the  strand ; 
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For  now  her  lover  Bwam  in  call, 
And  almost  touch'd  the  land. 

Then  through  the  white  surf  did  she  haste, 

To  clasp  her  lovely  swain  ; 
When,  ah  I  a  shark  bit  through  his  waist : 

His  heart's  blood  dy'd  the  main ! 

He  shriek'd  I  he  half  sprang  from  the  wave. 

Streaming  with  purple  gore. 
And  soon  it  found  a  living  grave, 

And  ah !  was  seen  no  more. 

Now  haste,  now  haste,  ye  maids,  I  pray, 

Fetch  water  from  the  spring  r 
She  Mis,  she  swoons,  she  dies  away. 

And  soon  her  knell  they  ring. 

Now  each  May  morning  round  her  tomb. 

Ye  fair,  fresh  flowrets  strew. 
So  may  your  lovers  scape  his  doom. 

Her  hapless  fate  scape  you. 


XVI. 
«ratU  ittOier,  (&tatU  XtEbtr. 


Althovoh  the  English  are  remarkable  Tor  the  number 
and  variety  of  their  ancient  ballads,  and  retain  perhaps  a 
greater  fondness  for  these  old  simple  rhspsodics  of  their 
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MiceatoTS  thui  most  other  uatioDB,  thej  are  not  the  onlf 
people  who  have  distinguish ed  theniselves  by  cooiposi' 
tions  of  this  kind.  The  Spaniards  hare  great  multitudes 
of  theon,  many  of  which  are  of  the  highest  merit.  They 
call  them  in  their  lang'uage  romancei,  and  have  collected 
them  into  volumes  under  the  titles  of  El  Sotnancero,  El 
Canciongro',  &c,  Moit  of  them  relate  to  their  cooflicts 
with  ihe'Moors,  and  display  a  spirit  of  gallantry  peculiar 
to  that  romantic  people.  But,  of  all  the  Spanish  ballads, 
none  exceed  in  poetical  merit  those  inserted  in  a  little 
Spanish  IGOory  of  ike  Cml  Wari  of  Granada,  describing 
the  diaseosiona  which  raged  in  that  last  seat  of  Moorish 
empire,  before  it  was  conquered  in  the  reign  of  Ferdinand 
and  Isabella,  in  1491.  In  this  History  (or  perhaps  Ro- 
mance) a  great  number  of  heroic  songs  are  inserted,  and 
appealed  to  as  authentic  vouchers  for  the  truth  of  (acts. 
In  reality,  the  prose  murative  seeou  to  be  drawn  up  for 
no  other  end,  but  to  iotrodace  and  illustrate  these  beau- 
tiful pieces. 

The  Spanish  editor  pretends  (how  truly  I  know  not} 
that  they  are  translatioDS  from  the  Arabic  or  Morisco 
language.  Indeed,  from  the  plain,  unadorned  nature  of 
the  verse,  aod  the  native  simplicity  of  the  language  and 
sentiment  which  runs  through  these  poems,  one  would 
judge  them  to  have  been  composed  soon  after  the  conquest 
of  Giranada  above  mentioned  j  as  the  prose  narrative  in 
which  they  are  ioBerted,  was  published  about  a  century 
after.  It  should  seem,  at  least,  that  they  were  written 
before  the  Castiliaus  had  formed  themselves  so  generally, 
as  they  have  done  since,  on  the  model  of  the  Tuscan  poet*, 
or  had  imported  from  Italy  that  fondness  for  conceit  and 
refinement,  which  has  for  near  two  centuries  past  so  much 
infected  the  Spanish  poetry,  and  rendered  it  so  lirequently 
affected  and  obscure. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  ancient  Spanish  manner,  which 

very  much  resembles  that  of  our  old  English  harda  and 

'  i.  a.  Ths  bdhd-uoger. 
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toipslrels,  the  reader  is  de^ed  candidly  to  accept  the  two 
(bllowiug  poems.  They  are  ^ven  from  a  small  collection 
of  pieces  of  this  Idnd,  which  the  Editor  sume  years  ago 
translated  for  his  amnaeiDent  when  he  was  studying  the 
Spanish  language.  As  the  first  is  a  pretty  close  transla- 
tion, to  gratify  the  curious  it  ia  accompanied  with  the 
original.  The  metre  is  the  same  in  all  these  old  Spanish 
ballads :  it  is  of  the  most  simple  construction,  an.d  is  still 
used  .by  the  common  people  in  their  extemporaneous 
songs,  as  we  leam  from  Baretti's  Trarels.  It  ruEis  in 
short  stanzas  of  four  lines,  of  which  the  second  and  fourth 
alone  correspond  in  their  terminations ;  and  in  these  it  is 
only  required  that  the  voweb  should  be  alike,  the  conso- 
nants may  be  altogether  different,  as 

uahle  tOa  muere  gimo 

Yet  has  this  kind  of  verse  a  sort  of  simple  harmonious 
flow,  which  atones  for  the  imperfect  nature  of  the  rh^me, 
and  renders  it  not  unpleasing  to  the  ear.  The  same  flow 
of  numbers  has  been  studied  in  the  following  versions. 
The  first  of  them  ia  given  &om  two  different  originals, 
both  of  which  are  printed  in  the  Hitt.  de  lai  Cmiia  Gucr- 
Tta  de  Grtauida.  Madrid,  1694.  One  of  them  hath  the 
rhymes  ending  in  aa,  the  other  in  to.  It  is  the  former  of 
these  that  is  here  reprinted.  They  both  of  them  begin 
with  the  same  line, 

Rio  varde,  rio  lerde  ', 
which  could  not  be  translated  fiuthfully : 

Tiirdut  river,  verdint  river, 
would  have  given  an  aflected  stiffiiess  to  the  verse,  the 
great  merit  of  which  is  it!>  easy  simplicity ;  and  therefore 
a  more  simple  epithet  was  adopted,  though  less  poetical 
or  expressive. 

■  Litendl;,  Oreen  river,  grean  rivsr,  Rio  Verde  ii  nid  to  be  the 
Dsma  of  ■  river  in  Spun ;  which  ought  to  hsve  been  »llended  to  by 
the  tnntlstor  bad  be  known  it. 
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'  Bio  Terde,  no  verde, 

Quanto  cuerpo  en  d  se  baoa 

De  ChristianoB  y  de  Moros 
Muertos  por  la  duia  espada! 

'  Y  tus  ondas  cristalinas 

De  Toxa  sanffre  s6  csiualtaii  i 

Entre  uoros  y  Chrjadanos 
Muy  gran  batalla  ae  trava. 

'  Murieron  Duques  y  Condes, 
Grandes  senoiea  de  salva : 

Murio  gente  de  valia 

De  la  nobleza  de  Ee^ana. 

'  En  ti  murio  don  Alonso, 
Que  de  Aguilar  ae  Itamaba ; 

El  Taleroso  Urdiales, 
Con  don  AloDso  acabada. 

'  Por  un  ladera  arriba 

El  buen  Sayavedra  marcba ; 
Naturel  es  de  Sevilla, 

De  la  gente  mas  gianada. 

'  Tras  el  iba  un  Ren^^ado, 
Desta  manera  le  habla ; 

Date,  date,  Sayavedra, 
No  huyas  de  la  bataUa. 
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Gentle  river,  gentle  river, 

Lo,  thy  streams  are  stain'd  with  gore, 
Many  a  brave  and  noble  captain 

Floats  along  thy  willow 'd  shore. 

All  beside  diy  limpid  waters. 
All  beside  thy  sands  so  bright, 

Moori^  chiefs  and  Christian  warriors 
Jtnn'd  in  fierce  and  mortal  fight. 

Lords,  and  dukes,  and  noble  princes 
On  thy  fatal  banks  were  slain : 

Fatal  banks  that  gave  to  slaughter 
All  the  pride  and  flower  of  Spain. 

There  the  hero,  brave  Alonzo, 
Full  of  wounds  and  glory  died : 

There  the  fearless  Urdiales 
Fell  a  victim  by  his  side. 

Lo  I  where  yonder  Don  Saavedra 
Thro'  their  squadrons  alow  retires  j 

Pfoud  Seville,  his  native  city, 
Proud  Seville  his  worth  admires. 

Close  behind  a.  renegado 

Loudly  shouts  with  taunting  cry ; 
Yield  thee,  yield  thee,  Don  Saavedra, 

Dost  thou  from  the  battle  fly  ? 


ifdb,  Google 


i    VEKDE,    RIO    1 


'  Yd  te  coDozco  muy  bien, 
Gran  tiempo  eatuve  en  tu  co^ 

Y  en  la  Pla^a  de  SeviUa 
Bien  te  vide  jugar  canaa. 

'  Conozco  a  tu  padre  y  madrt 
Y  a  tu  inuger  dona  Clara ; 

Malament«  nte  tratabaa. 

'  Y  aura  lo  seras  mio, 
Si  Mahoma  me  ayudara ; 

Y  tambien  te  tratare, 
Como  a  mi  me  tratabas. 

'  Sayavedra  que  lo  oyera, 
Al  Moro  bolvio  la  cara  ; 

Tirole  el  Mora  una  flecha^ 
Pero  nunca  1e  acertaba. 

'  Hiriole  Sayavedra 

De  una  herida  muy  mala  : 
Muerto  cayo  el  Renegado 

Sin  poder  hablar  palabra. 

'  Sayavedra  fue  cercado 
De  mucha  Mora  canalla, 

Y  al  c«bo  cayo  alii  muerto 
De  una  muy  mala  lanfada. 
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Well  I  know  tbee,  haughty  Christian, 
Long  I  liv'd  beneath  thy  roof; 

Oh  I've  in  the  lists  of  glory 

Seen  thee  win  the  prize  of  proof. 

Well  I  know  thy  aged  parenCa, 
Well  thy  blooming  bride  I  know  ; 

Seven  years  I  waa  thy  captive. 
Seven  years  of  pain  and  woe. 

May  our  prophet  grant  my  wishes, 
Haughty  chief,  thou  shalt  be  mine  : 

Thou  shalt  drink  that  cup  of  sorrow. 
Which  I  drank  when  I  was  thine. 

Like  a  lion  turns  the  warrior. 
Back  he  sends  an  ai^ry  glare  ; 

Whizzing  came  the  Moorish  javelin, 
Vainly  whizzing  thro'  the  air. 

Back  the  hero  full  of  iury 
Sent  a  deep  and  mortal  wound : 

Instant  sunk  the  renegado, 

Mute  and  lifetesa  on  the  ground. 

With  a  thousand  Moors  surrounded, 
Brave  Saavedra  stands  at  bay  : 

Wearied  out  but  never  daunted. 
Cold  at  length  the  warrior  lay. 
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'  Don  Alonso  en  eate  tieiopo 

Bravamente  peleava, 
Y  el  cavallo  le  avian  mueitO) 

Y  le  tiene  por  munUla. 

*  Mas  cargaron  tantos  Maros 
Que  mal  le  tiieren  y  tratan  : 

De  la  Bangre,  que  perdn, 
Don  Alonso  le  deonaya. 

'  Al  fin,  al  fin  cayo  mnerto 
Al  pie  de  un  pena  alts. 

Muerto  queda  don  Aloiwo, 

Eteraa  &ina  ganara.' 
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Near  him  figbdng  great  Alonzo 
Stout  resists  the  Paynim  bands  ; 

From  his  slaughter'd  Heed  disniounted 
Firm  intrench'd  behind  him  stands. 

Funoua  preaa  the  hostile  squadron, 
Furious  he  repeh  their  rage  : 

Loss  of  blood  at  length  enfeebles : 
Who  can  war  with  thousands  wage  ! 

Where  you  rock  die  plain  o'ershadows, 
Close  beneath  its  foot  retir'd. 

Fainting  sunk  the  Meeding  hero. 
And  without  a  groan  expir'd. 


*(*  In  the  Spanish  original  of  the  forgoing  ballad,  fol- 
low a  few  more  stanzas,  but  being  of  inferior  merit  were 
not  tranil&ted. 

JSenegado  properly  signifies  an  apoatate,  bat  it  it  some' 
times  used  to  express  an  ii^del  in  general ;  as  it  seems  to 
do  above  in  ver.  21,  &c. 

The  image  of  the  Hon,  &c.  in  Ter.  37,  is  taken  from  the 
other  Spanish  copy,  the  rhymes  of  which  end  in  in,  viz; 
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XVII. 

9lMit{or  anil  TiajfOa, 


TuE  Tor^oing  venion  wu  rendered  m  literal  ta  the 
nature  of  the  two  lan^iuges  would  admit.  In  tbe  follow- 
ing, a  n^der  compass  hath  been  taken.  The  Spanish  poem 
that  was  chiefly  had  in  view,  is  preserved  in  the  same 
history  of  the  civil  wan  of  Granada,  f.  22,  aod  begins  with 
these  lines, 

"PorUc^lsdeiudama 
pMaeindo  m  mii,"  Ac. 

Softly  blow  the  evenii^  breezes, 

SoMy  fall  the  dewa  of  night ; 
Yonder  walka  the  Moor  Alcanzor, 

Shunning  every  ^aie  oflight. 

In  yon  palace  lives  &ir  Zaida,  5 

Whom  he  loves  with  flame  so  pure  : 

Loveliest  she  of  Moorish  ladies ; 
He  a  young  and  noble  Moor. 

■  Waiting  for  the  appointed  miaute. 

Oft  he  paces  to  and  fro  J  10 

Stopping  now,  now  movit^  forwards, 
Sometimes  quick,  and  sometimes  slow. 

Hope  and  fear  alternate  teaze  him. 
Oft  he  sighs  with  heart-felt  care. — 
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ALCAKZOR    AND   ZAYDA. 


See,  food  youth,  to  y<»ider  window, 
Softly  steps  the  timorous  feir. 


Iiovely  seems  the  moon's  fair  lustre 
To  the  lost  benighted  swain, 

When  all  silvery  bright  she  rises, 
Gilding  mountain,  grove,  and  plain. 

Lovely  seems  the  sun's  full  glory 
To  the  fainting  seaman's  eyes. 

When  some  horrid  storm  dispersing, 
O'er  the  wave  hia  radiance  flies. 

But  a  thousand  times  more  lovely 
To  her  longing  lover's  sight, 

Steals  half-seen  iha  beauteous  maiden 
Thro'  the  glimmerings  of  the  night. 


Tip-toe  stands  the  anxious  lover. 
Whispering  forth  a  gentle  sigh  : 

Alia'  keep  thee,  lovely  lady; 
Tell  me,  am  I  doom'd  to  die  7 

Is  it  true  the  dreadful  story. 

Which  thy  damsel  tells  my  page, 

Tliat  seduc'd  by  sordid  riches 
Thou  wilt  sell  thy  bloom  to  age  ? 

'  Alia  a  tht  Mthomelau  oiuiiG  of  Gw 
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An  old  lord  from  Antiquera 
Thy  stem  &tbeT  brings  aloi^  ; 

But  canst  thou,  inconstant  Zdda, 
Thus  consent  my  love  to  wrong  ? 

If  'tis  true,  now  plainly  tell  me, 
Nor  thus  trifle  with  my  woes ; 

Hide  not  then  &om  me  the  secret. 
Which  the  world  so  clearly  know*. 


Deeply  sighed  the  conscious  maiden, 
While  the  pearly  tears  descend  ; 

Ah  1  my  lord,  too  true  the  story  ; 
Here  our  tender  loves  must  end. 

Our  fond  friendship  is  discover'd. 
Well  are  known  our  mutual  toWS  : 

All  .my  friends  are  full  of  fury  ; 
Storms  of  passion  shake  the  house. 

Threats,  reproaches,  fears  surround  me ; 

My  stem  father  breaks  my  heart  : 
Alia  knows  how  dear  it  coats  me, 

G«ierous  youth,  from  thee  to  part. 

Ancient  wounds  of  hosUle  fury 
Long  have  rent  our  house  and  thine ; 

Why  then  did  thy  shining  merit 
Win  this  tender  heart  of  mine  t 
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Well  diou  know'it  how  dear  I  lov'd  tfaee 
Spite  nf  all  their  hateful  pride, 

Tho'  I  fear'd  my  haugh^  father 
Ne'er  would  let  nw  be  thy  bride. 

Well  thou  knoir'st  what  cruel  chiding* 
Oft  I've  from  nty  mother  borne, 

Wh«  I've  suffer'd  here  to  meet  thee 
Still  at  eve  and  early  moin. 

I  no  longer  may  reiist  them  ; 

All,  to  force  my  hand  combine ; 
And  to-morrow  to  thy  rival 

This  weak  frame  I  must  resign. 

Yet  think  not  thy  faithful  Zaida 
Can  survive  lo  great  a  wrong ; 

Well  my  breaking  heart  asaares  me 
That  my  woes  will  not  be  long. 

Farewell  then,  my  dear  Alcanzor ! 

Farewell  too  my  life  witli  thee ! 
Take  this  ecarf,  a  parting  token ; 

When  thou  wear'at  it  think  on  me. 

Soon,  lov'd  youth,  some  worthier  maiden 
Shall  reward  thy  generous  truth  ; 

Sometimes  tell  her  how  thy  Zaida 
Died  for  thee  in  prime  of  youth. 
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— To  him  all  amaz'd,  confounded. 
Thus  she  did  her  woea  impart : 

Deep  he  sigh'd,  then  cry'd,  O  Zaida  ! 
Do  not,  do  not  break  my  heart. 

Canst  thou  think  I  thu&  will  lose  thee  ? 

Canst  thou  hold  my  love  bo  small  ? 
No,  a  thousand  times  I'll  perish  ! — 

My  curat  rival  too  shall  fall. 

Canst  thou,  wilt  thou  yield  thus  to  them  ? 

0  break  forth,  and  tly  to  me  ! 
Thia  fond  heart  shall  bleed  to  save  thee, 

These  fond  arms  ahall  shelter  thee. 

'Ti8  in  vain,  in  vain,  Alcanzor, 
Spies  surround  me,  bars  secure  : 

Scarce  I  steal  this  last  dear  moment. 
While  ray  damsel  keeps  the  door. 

Hark,  I  hear  my  father  storming ! 

Hark,  I  bear  my  mother  chide  I 
I  must  go  :  fiirewell  for  ever  ! 

Gracious  Alia  be  thy  guide  t 


ifdb,  Google 


A  GLOSSARY 


THE  OBSOLETE  AND  SCOTTISH  WORDS  IN 
THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 


The  Scottiiili  wordt  sre  denol»d  bf  "■     French  ij  f.     I^lin  \j  1. 

Ai^lo-Sucon  hj  A.  B.     Itgludic  br  I>1.  &e.     For  the  etrmo- 

1«7  of  Ihs  vordg  in  tlii  and  the  foUowing  Tolumn,  the  reader  i> 

nileiTed  to  JuNn  EintoLooicmi  Anglicinuu.    Edidit  Ed. 

Lts,  Oion.  1713,  fol. 
Ar  taek  tMrtla  at  nup  not  be  jbjmi  itn,  tkt  ttader  u  ieand  to 

contnit  tit  CSoaariti  to  tit  olitr  valamet. 
A,  BU,  t.  aB.  Anmt,  goliiai. 

A  Twjde,  p.  6,  of  Tattd.  Aiuteme,  p.  303,  iton,  aaifan. 

AbKke,iadb.  Atows,  p.  30  «w. 

Abone,  iibooii,  i.  above.  Avoyd,  p.  219,  void,  vacate. 

Abowffbt,  aioiii.  Axed,  adied. 

Abrudo,  p.  176,  ahrvad.  Aytuce,  p.  S99,  agaiiul. 

Acton,  B  kind  of  Brmoor  mtds 

at  UITlI^,  or  leslher  qailtsd, 

^.fVomanderthflhibergeon,  B. 

to  uve  the  body  &om  bniiHt. 

f.  Hoeqretim.  "         '  " 

Aft,..^! 
Agiyne,  againd. 

Ain,  Birin,  1.  oibk.  Bainie,  •.  tiSd. 

A1  gife,  oUot^  BtiUi,  >.  baths.  boO. 

A-Ule,  0.  Ill,  o/irft  Bilyibete,p.l7,4r!ttwosrJ(ii!i, 

An,  p.  is,  and.  \.  t.  rtmedy  our  emit. 

Ancjsnt,  ttaadard.  Bud,  p.  63,  bond,  amtnaat. 

Ane,  a.  iiiM,a>i.  fiano,  ohh. 

Ana,  p.  f .  unw,  p.  9,  arrom.  Bar,  ioni. 

Arcir,  p.  85,  onsSar.  Bar  hed,  ftora-iaod,  or  p«hapa 

Atrinde,  Mtigintd.  bared. 

Awoyrd,  Bw>rlsd,  abtnhtd.  Bame,  p.  7,  bame,  p.  2^  man, 

AwMa,  eilale ;  tito  a  great  per-  ftrtcm. 

ton.  Bate  court,  tit  louer  Rwrt  ^  <■ 

Attomtd,  ulonred,  iJiiaarf.  at-  eoitfe. 

tonaiad,  Bomjvanitd.  Bamete,  bmite,  baaqjto,  baa- 

Ath,  p.  G,  Bthe,  p. 9, o'  li',oflie:  Muwt,  bawooMte,  Miu(. 
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B4iusD>   ikiiiDc,  p.   t2S,  pa-      Kile,  &e,  p.  399,  /  lau  iMbif^ 

hwi,  ihaep'!  leitbBr  dreeaBd         ed  a  pnimm  hi  writimg,  am- 

uid    ooloared  red,  f.  buuie,         jSmua  ^  «  oo^ 

dieip'i  {taOter.     la  Bcoikad,      Bluie,  p.  1%  bluute,  did  klin, 

iheenikin  miiieni,  with  the  i.  e.  hnger,  dap. 

voot  on  the  iniide,  are  called      Blaw,  >.  bloa. 

Bauum-miileia Ba<arm  tlu      Blue,  to  emUaam,  ditplof. 

aijfDiflee  a  tu^er,  In  old  £d£-      BIh,  CD^evr,  eompieihli. 
lilh;  il  miT  dienfon  aigni^,      Bleid,  >.  blede,  iUed. 
perhapa,  badger  akin,  BKii,  UeHgd. 

BliTe,  belive,  imgiedialely. 

Bloomed,  p.  322,  betei  tniAilBom. 

Blude,  blood,  bluid  reid,  a.  Uood 


pwhap^ 
Bearyag 


Hat  linu. 
loeU. — Or,    per- 


hapa  &Mrtf^,  or  birrimff, 

whinitig  or  whiiziDg  armw  ; 

from  Id.  Bir.  cendif,  ol  A.  9. 

Zejte,  fitmUiit. 
Bedigbi.  btdtdad. 
Bedyli,  htadla. 
Beetle,  did  beat. 
Befom,  ie/ore. 
Beside,    p.    103,  btgniltd,  da- 

Bebeard,  luard. 

BeheaU,  etmtaandt,  injanelumi. 

BehoTB,  p.  191,  beAoof. 

Belyfe,  p.  132,  belive,  immtdi- 

owv.  iy  ant  %,  aiof^y. 
Ben,  Mae,  Aeen. 
Beade-bow,  a  bent-boa,  qa. 
BeniaoB,  blating. 
Beol,  p.  6,  bents,  p.  47,  (when 

benta,  loag  cosne  ™«,  4b. 

grow,)  thtfialdifieSh. 
Ben^ngne,  p.  1(K,  beoigiie,  be- 

Bata.  &eul,  arf. 

Btttil,  ioutg, 

Be-itravgbled,  p.  200,  dutmctetf. 

Betb,  it.  art. 

Bickwl*,  p.  6,  bi[;ker'd,>*iymtsl- 
td.  (It  ia  alao  used  loms- 
timea  ia  tbe  sense  of  svi/Uy 
amned,  nbicb  leema  to  be 
the  aaoie,  p.  5.  Mr.lAmbe'.) 


Bluld,  btuidf,  a.  UonL  tiao^. 
Btjre,  beliTS,  oiUaMy. 


Boone,  afaeoar,  nqaai,  ptHHoH. 
Boot,  boote,  advantaffe,  idpj  cu- 


Bot  and.  I.  p.  125,  (it  Bbwild 
problLbl7  be  lioih  and,}  atrd 

Bat,ii(l. 

Bote,  boot,  advai^age. 

Bougill,  I.  /mgle-M^,  hmKiiff. 

Beunde,  bowrnd,  bomed,  pn- 
pand,  got  ready.  The  word 
II  aiaa  used  in  the  DOTth  in 

Bowndea,  bowtdi. 

Bowne  je,J>rfj)Ofis)«,p(*™irfy. 

Bonne,    reody;    bowled,  pr*- 


Bowae  lo  djne, 


«,i» 


'  Mr,  Lambe  alio  interpreta  "  BiCKEUNO,"  b;  rattling,  • 
"  And  on  that  alee  Uljstea  beid 
Sad  eiuw*  dewn  diwt  bickbb." 

Tranilat.  ofOvid. 
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m  tha  nortb  for  goiaff ;  a.  g. 
When  m    j-ou  bowne  to  P 

BawT«,  bower,  kOMatwm :  a&as- 
ier,  furiDw,  pafiofK^m  laL 


Cilde,  ctlljd,  p.  S,  ailtil. 
CuDKhD,  a.  stona,  grini. 
Chi,  p.  27.  ii^uii  to  crjF. 
Cine,  p.  81,  'dan  to  nv- 
C^mll  hyde,  p.  SJ,  '— 


Brad  buan,  p.  26,  brvad  ftonwr, 
BfMOb,  p.  S^  breeeAit. 
Braeden  bile,  bmd  stiaaU^ 
Breen,  biere,  triar. 


^eok,  p.  16,  aHijr. 
Brooke,  p.  309,  bar,  tadun. 
Browd,  brood. 

BrTttlrago,  p.  S,  brjlljng,  p.  7, 
OHtfno  im,  fiBaHBrnp,  carSMp. 

Borie,  OMgie  loni,  Aw^ujr  Aom. 

Bnuoenl,  p.  103,  unbnthincnl, 
ollfriiil,  a  nan  to  irs^  Mon 

Busk  lad  boDD,  p.  13B,L«.  luia 

jfourwdvttnadyamdgo-  Bokd, 

(DJD  (North  MuntTT). 
Buslie  je,  drat  ye. 
Busk  at.  biiikt,  dmted. 
Buikt  them  ,p.  lOS.praniniJ  Atm- 

teltvt,  madA  HkeaiMaa  nady. 
But  if,  wdat. 
Biltt«a,  Mf  (o  iii<»<  of. 
Brthn.p.ieO.Y'*™- 
Bydf  a,  btda,  oAtOtfr. 
Bj'e,  p.  I68,6»,j»«r/jr;  *l>o, 

ibje,«^^. 
Byein,  heeKa,  him. 
Byll,  biU,  OH    iwnM   Ua<l  q^ 

t<iller<arianlM>,p.6. 
Bfu.  bfaio.  bin,  &ea>.  M.  on. 
Brrebe.  birdftra, 
I^la,  beeat,  m 


t.  p.  7,  « 


p.  a?,  w 


CijtifFe,  cuEif.  i^arc.  de^ieaiU 
lerstei,  p,  48. 

Celjmll,  p  323,  letinll,  tit 
isti  vaignan:  alvi,  moualaiM 
nitmanl.    See  Ginrd'i  Hot^ 

Cfainteclere,  Ua  cod. 
Chap,  ehoM. 
Chuck,  to  nahiX. 
Check,  lo  dap. 

Cbild,  p.  113,  katjfii.    ChUdrtn. 

p.48,iB^.  Bee  •.  iiL  p.  34. 

Chriitentje,  chriiliut^  (AriH- 

Cliiiil,  ow  n/low  bali,  a  nUon, 

Chyf,  chjfe,  dii^. 

CU*de.  cUvcd,  ton,  tcrxd^ud ; 

p.  191,  flEuntiTelT,  beat. 
Cleaped,  cleped,  oMed,  naofd. 
Clorka,  .jiofar. 

Clim.Ueoofifrt>i«ba  o/'ClemniL 
Clough,  1  north -country  word 

fot  a  hntm  dif. 
CloHch,  dtdck,  ffraip. 

Coekera,  p.  333,  o  »ort  ofbuMni 
OTikortbootifa^ttud  nlU  foMs 
or  AidJDfif ,  ojid  ^An  vjom  bjf 
famert  or  AejAerdt.  Id  Bcot- 
lied  they  are  called  otttUatH, 
tram  MM,  the  wVit.—'CoktTt: 
fiAermin'i  booti.'  (LittlDlon'a 
Diction.) 

Cold  bee.  p.  304.  vol.  Covde 
dv^p.  33,c[ud{aphnK}. 

CoUayoe,  p.  81,  CoU^  lUtl. 
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364  OLOS: 

ConfetiKd,  eetftitraUd,  tmUnd 

tido  a  atH/aieracy. 
Cordlwin,    p.  S23,   tiiidm,jM: 
proMrly  Dpulih  or  Cordoran 
jHCtier ;    hem    it    rignifia    ft 

Corum,  p.  12,  owwr,  ttesd. 
Cat«,  ect,  foUagi.     Itom.  soot. 
Cauldg,  a-td.    Item.  amid. 
CoaBlM.f.3l8.a>iiai.tarI. 
Coupe,  aputfirpOK^. 


Doii,  1.  (ton,  doei. 

DolefaUe  dumpt,  |ip.  300,  279. 
lortow/til  sloom  ;  or  itavaiai 

Doloon.  doioroat,  noiini/U. 
Doth,  dnthe,  doMh.  do. 
Dodghtc.    doiuheti.    dough  elie, 
dowghtje,  Smghtj),  formtda- 


pcrlj,  o 


C^m< 


CrilM*  corse,  p.  8,  C8r«f  i  c 

h.tTHfc*. 


p.  47,  &c.  ,il  I 
Cum,  t.  eonu,  p. 


De,  dy,  dey,  pp.  7,  10,  16,  di 
Deepe-fette,  dim-fileied. 
Deid,  i,  dede,  daJ.   Item,  d 
Dof,  >,  depe,  dtep. 
Deir.  i,  deere,  dere,  dtar. 
Dell.  iJAif,  piH4;  p.  Ill,  eierf 


i.42.ainiw(ai&.'pro- 
mot  loiv  lie  inrMe, 

K.     Item,/«ir. 

Doutled,  doubted,  fiand. 

Drop,  t.  drop. 

Dk,  p.  13,  drie,  p.  126,  n^. 

Dreid,  i.  dreede,  drede.  dnad. 

Dreipi,  b.  ifripi.  drop*. 

DTDYjen.  droTen,  p.  271,  AC^ 
at  rfmwiwdjofooWt.deBT,  ^ 

Drjiin,  p.  5,  idem. 

Drye,  p,  33,  i^r. 

Drvffhiin,  drynea. 

Dn'ble  dyw,  ^uM;  (FbIh)  iI^ 

Duahtie,  djii9%. 

Dale,  B.  dole,  ^/ 

Djd.  d;de,  did. 

Dyaht,  p.  13,  dight.  p^  58. 
aruffld,  put  ofl,  j>til. 


T>epured,fi»riA«<,  rm  (if»r. 


Eims,  eme,  p.  27,  nude. 


DS,  p.  U,  dole,  orie^,  paw.— 
DiU  I  diTo,  p.  «,  poi™  /  m/- 
^■^^Dill  wu  dight,  p.  44, 
grie^vtat  inwn  jb'nL 

Dint,  .(raie.  t/iM. 

Dii.  p.  B5,  Ml. 

DiKuat,  dtKUBsd. 

Ditei,  dtttua. 

Dochter,  i.  dargiter. 


•jn^^»«- 


Etthe,  eoay. 

Ee.  (  (de,  ^.    Een,  ajoe,  i 

Ech,  echo,  aicbe,  elke,  moi. 

Ein,  t.  «Mii. 

Eir,  evir.  ■.  t'er,  ear. 

Eke,  alto.    Eike,  «al, 

Eldem,  >.  tldtt, 

Ellumrarlige,  p.  lOS,  «• _ 

ing.     T^WHH  ft  bode,  W-. 

to  ornimeni  it  with  paintingi 

Eliidge>,   Sootici   Elriche,   El- 


In  the  bftllid  of  9lE  Caulinb,  we  bave  'Eldrldge  H 
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ritch.  Elriuhe ;  mid,  iidtoai, 

kabiUd  eacept  by  tptdnM,  Arc. 

aioM.  to  A.  IUdiut.  Elrilcbt- 

liugh,  On.  Shep.  a.  5. 
Ellyconji,  Hflicoa'i, 
Endfed.  dyed. 
Enharpid,  Ac  p.  105,  i«)W,  or 

edged  vmh  mortal  dread. 
Enkukered,  aoAertd. 
Enr^e,  |>p.  24,  27,  mo/iiii,  iit- 

wtUf  injury. 

Elennynahle,  p.  lOB,  taltrmaa- 


■n  held  by  peiiwliul  right, 
ind  hj  uknowl«dnnftDt  of 
luperiorilT  u  ■  hiihCT  Lord. 
TEas,  p.  107,  inX:,  i.  «.  u 
fiudai  lervke.    L  feudnni,  ^. 


of  fight«,/mM  i^fifflUng, 


Fit,  p.  9,  fyt,  p.  169,  ftito,  p. 
B5.  Part  or  diyiaim  of  a  »»>. 


FuiJen.  p.  b&,Jared,fladied. 

FbTB,  pIM. 

Furlej,  mmder. 

Fiulcone,  &Jrm. 

F»j«,/iia. 

F»)T<,  p.  26,,ft»-. 

Fusion,  deainen,    ditieahlei 


\Df.7S,fia  is 


•ad  Gloiurj. 
Fljtt^  (a  Kmte 

Poo,  p.'S4,/i«. 


Fortiode,  OHnifuubfrhfn/,  p.  183, 
Over  God'i  forbode.  {Praler 
Dei  pTacrptum  ii(J  g.  d,  God 

Forefend,  pmevi,  defend. 
Fonnare,  firmer. 
Forud«,p.  ia3,p^anM,il«iM. 
Font._fortsed.  eompelied. 


■Eldriiln  Knight,'  p.  46,  £6.  'BldridgB  Swordc,'  p.  £0,  hi.— 
Gawin  Douglu  ull)  the  CTclopi.  the  "  Elhichk  BRmfin,"  t. 
hrethno  ib.  i<.  p.  91,  L  16);  ud  in  hit  Prologue  la  b.  <ii.  (p.  31 
1.  3),  ho  thai  dMcribea  thi  nlght^ovl : 

"  Ijiithetj  of  fonne,  willi  cniliit  cimicho  beik, 
Ugiom«  to  h*ra  wu  hii  wjld  aLBiscaa  shriek." 


In  BtmniitTiie'i  MS.  Pocmt,  (fol.  I3S,  in 
Edinburgh,)  \%  a  vhinuicaL  rhapHodj'  of 
tisTclling  in  (he  other  vorld ;  lu  which 
ukd  zad  bj,  to 


.  decea*ed  old  h 


In  th«  OlouaiT  (o  Q.  DoogluB,  Elbichb,  &c.  ii  eipluned  hy 
"  wild,  hidfiOQB :  Lat.  inur,  immame ;"  bat  it  H«n«  to  itnplj  soro^- 
what  more,  u  in  Allan  R«nH;'>  Glowuie). 
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FartbjDketh,  p.  IS' 

veatU.tniiiitli. 
PaMn  of  the  (<,,  p.  lS4,/Dn>- 

Fan,  fov,  t./nU;  ■Ik./wUM. 
Fovanls,  nvnrdc,  tie  eon. 
Preike,  freke,  treyke,  wtii,  y«r- 

ujiw  or  ma^gol. 
ft*-bore,  p.  tk>,/rfle-Ai>m. 
Freckji,  p.  Iti^  psr^oiu. 
FniU,  t.  iU  DWBi,  U  fuci ;  any 

oid  tapertliiioua  taw.  tiriiuprn' 

«b.',p.  128. 


Prie,  ■.  W,/™. 
Fniwinl,  ftrwa 
Fupon,    Ibjioo 

Frkkiii,fiiu(. 


Qmw,  gw.  began. 
OuTda,  p.  10.  puiMi 
Qude,  gmrtd,  made, 

campel' 
QuvBjid,  p.  110,  from  QargDu- 
IUb,  f.  tic  9uW  ^  a  guOer. 

■pouti  cat  ia  the  flgurei  of 

greyhnundt,  liqni,  Jcc. 
□ulinde,  p.  99,  the  ring  mlim 

teUch  tie  prick  or  mark  muKt 

taieOotat. 
Gcw,  t.  gecT,  goode. 
Qetiugs,  wloj^  lU  iad  got,  Ut 

pliader,  ioo^, 
GoYt,  gBTond,  jtB«,  jn«. 


OiTQ  Dim,  L  ntrremdir^ 
Glade,  p.  7,  a  rtd-kot  eooL 
Oleat,  p.  6,  glarnxd. 
Glow,  p.  101,  H<  a /oZh  «ilM  sr 

0«Uet,p.  1IU,^I>AJ(M. 

GodfL^Dcd. 

Goggling  even,  gaggU  ej/et. 
G™o,  p.  46,  go. 
Gawi,t.gav!ii,gold. 


ma  country-aotae. 
bondo,  ffrry-hjtmdt^ 
I,  a  itep,  p.  Ill,  tjt^ 


Greece,  p 


x.p.  178,  fit,  iafiu  LuUt 

Om,  ptXy  great. 
Grem,  jmwu,  iwl«. 

QiDundm,  ^roMvlwa^. 

i-, j^^  growrod,  oroiiild. 

'    1.   33,  d'w^ 


Oado,  gmd,  geud 


Hi,  his,  t.  AoM.     iLgm,  itlL 
HibergeoD ,  t.  a  bofr  ttot  afmaiL 
Hible,p.U2,aUa. 
Uklctaed,    h  kited,    lo/iifAt,  s»- 
braoed.fiU  •miiimick:/nm 


tatgmAtd  from  Ike  eroieiov. 

HmiMd,  bwned,  baned,  baroB'- 

•d,  p.  23, 171.  R)66«ci,  •itlr»d, 

pluidertd.  HeJuiTrM  tbtti'* 

Hirlwke,  p.  323,  periiipt  dor- 


'  An  iUESBii 


;  but,  'tbil  tbing'  wbkb  tarriGa  :'  Tiz.  T( 
lat  look  after  friihtrul  tbion.     FuSBT  i> 
bf  ibe  common  people  in  the  nortb,  Fbut,  p.  128. 
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(oak,  ari«U«^^  which  bsu* 
B  jellow  floffer,  ud    gnwi 

Hinlj  liut,  p.  106,  iaof^  <b- 


lfKI1H.£oU 
HnwbMK,  a  Q- —  -^      — 

acfirv*  ring;  *e. 
s.  advHOaffi,  profit  (p.  £6, 
Im  Ik*  pnUt  of  bII  Enf Uwi>. 
A.  3.  Hnl,  h/h. 
H«,  p.  6,  hee.  p.  25,  hrc,  iwi. 
H«,  p.  179.  hre.  to  iffe,  «■  .buta. 
Hstl,  p.  LD,  W. 


AKT.  S67 

Bit,  p.  1 1,  ft 

Hade,  liooi,  m. 

Hols,  vAolt ;  hgll,  idem. 

HDit»,  mudi,  ffroott^  p.  Sfi,  In 
Norfolk  ipluutian  af  cIicrt- 
tm  k  caUfll  ft  efarr^rUt. 
Abo  Bmetima  jU&  <. 


HonlvDi;,  ilnntw. 
Hoo,!)..,  p.  30>i 
•'opPV   "■  *        , 

HoireV^  110,  iUimJ;  *Mjr 
»>oiin^(01.  Chmuc).  HoBKt 
othoiKM  mCHu  in  the  nntlk, 
(iihIW,-  bul  Mr.  Lambs  Ihiaki 
it  ia  tha  woe  »  komi.  Mill 
ueed  in  the  cortb.  End  a|iplied 
u  aajr  lii^t  (ubitiBce  heeriDg 
U  «ad  fiq  Da  in  imdultting 
■urhca.    The  nwel  ■  It  often 


He«7ne  in  to,  ti 
Hflwjmg,  hewing 

dT^U,  p.  8s,  ib 

Hie.  hye,  he.  hec 

Hight,  p.  51.  p. 
gagid,  pramii 
mamid,  calM). 

Hillii,  iillt. 

Hisde,  hend,  ^« 


[-  leth,  mAaa. 
irot,  ilktoiB:)  een^. 

m'a;;.*-"-"-* 


Id,  /'((,  /  m 


'  HoLTM  leemi  eridentlj  to  ligni^  Hilli  hi  the   bUaw 
iHge  fixin;  Tuberville'i  Soigi  «j  Sonwd,  ISmo.  1567,  foL  £6 
"  Yee  IhM  bcquEot  tfaehnlH, 
AndhigheitHOLTUof*]!: 
AuiiE  me  with  jour  aldlfiill  qnille*. 
And  liitea  vhen  I  call." 
Ai  ilee  in  Ihi*  oth«  *ene  of  ui  uicient  poet : 
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lit,  1%  I  kOL 
1m.  p.  B6,  Mm. 


Kane,  p.  5fi,  MTraH, 

Knichl,  1.  bagU. 

KnigbUa  lof,  p.  96^  oioi  apor 
Mm  o/'  ZW  at  rtommd  li 
poaaarrio  Berueiciffi  man  a>u 

Kafled,  Icaell. 
Komrda,  coward, 
Knntnj,  p.  106,  eaatrf. 
Eurtcis,  p.  106,  «iH>ri«ou. 
Kjrtill,  kink,  pdUeoai,  ffoicn. 


>.  107,  a^. 


n.ui,  p.  1U1,  urn.  Ldlh,  >,  lath. 

Ksrk,    osn!j,    cAbHi,    kirlii   of  IdlthlT,  *.  JmtiaDnH.  hidntui. 

k}ade,f,  101,  dmHtbgnatan.  Luig»mc,  l  p.  336,  Img,  Udi- 

KiuLd,  p.  65,  a^ed.  aa.     Luig,  i.  Jm^. 

Ksepe,  D.  324,  otn,  torf.     Solo  Liuch,  liucbcd,  >.  J«^J<«uried. 

th«  old  pUr  of  fflct  &]DnKr  LftODde,  p.  173,  Aroil 

(in  tbelut  W  bnlone):  "I  lAjdeD,  W. 

kMpe  DOl  10  d;mba  u  hfe."  I^fc,  p.  4B,  law. 

Le.l  itedv  not ;  oaM  wf,  j«.  lAy-lud,  d.  48,  had  Aalitmot 

Kempe, «  (OUHr.  flougked:  green  taard. 

Kempeijs  uuu,  p.  74.  toldkr,  Liy-luids,  p.  S7,  famJ)   u  ji«- 

Komi,  i.  oomtti.  Lajne,  liin ;  vid^  Leue. 

Ken,  kenit,  Amou,  kaoaest.  Lcada,  i»fiaa£,  AiiiB  ;  Itwu,  fyv 

Keoeii,    &c.    p.  192,  8c.  thaw  tlueTf). 

Umt    wslch     by    Che    conwc.  Lwjyde,  ^nnffj. 

ih&ll     tvc     up    my    wlndina  LeBnid,  Itamed,  tau^, 

>h«l.    '  L«K,  p.  179,  Jm),  jfitekoiJ. 

Kind,  niter;.  WjiliauUn  leue,  veribi. 

Kit,  p.  lOi,  ixt.  LeujnKe.fyH^/olHtanl 

1  "CkrniHiiia  Ounp.  Gxenatum,  lut  Locum  ubi  Eiercilni  ess- 
InmeUlur.  dgniflcM  :  inde  Ipue  Tir  CuD-onui  et  Hilitarii  kmf^, 
et  kemfier,  at  jtenpor,  et  hindier,  et  itamper,  pro  rarietatb  di^locto- 

^  He  it  a  kempcT  old  man,  i.  e-  Senex  vi^etus  est.^  Hinc  Citabtin 
Buum  nomen ;  ^Idmher  eoim  heme  bellicoani,  pii^l,  robuatut 
milH,  &0.  aigtdfical/  Sberinghuu  de  AngloT.  gentii  orig.  '^ta.  iil. 
Rectiui  autem  Luiut  (ipud  eiindem,  p.  49).  Cimbnt  i  bello 
quod  taniff,  el  Suoniee  Jaini^  aaocopiloi  cndiderim ;  node  bella- 
torefl  TiTi  Die  Ktjaj^er,  Die  KemperS' 


h,  Google 


Laech^B,  doetaraig,  audkmal  Loan,  ••  p.  337,  lowne,  p.  209, 

con.  leom,  raieel^fivm  iie  IriA  Ihui. 

LMr,p.34S,&»l.  •UVU,.fai)^ui. 

Lmtb    LondoD,    p.  394,    dtar  LoatM,     lovUde,    ioittd,    did 

Loadon,  m  oU  pknue.  _  oieiimee.      _    _  .  _ 


LwTcCh.MiRisd. 

Left,  p.  182;  le«¥e,  dtar.  Lnrien,  p.  I 

Letfl,  leave ;  lerea,  ttatea.  ^*^,  dnm 

Lenum,  leunw.  Itimtn,  Umer, 

nUiH,  A.S.  letrmnn.  trett  m  geiutai,     Ljai,  p.  92. 

Lenger.  long«r.  LjUi,    ^-J^,  'l*^**  ™™«. 

'  TO,  p.  56, /«»,  aJiBpfaiTMi,  '  '■'        '    '"■               ""■ 

a.hJe*iie,y&cii<i,  iwitiiL 


Lfth,    p.  SaS,    Ijlhe, 


Lers,  p.  65,  /«»,  aniiplHKiii,  A. 

&hJe*iie,y&cii<i,  iwitiiL 
Lamed,  bomnf,  bauM. 
Lemvi,    Imnng,    6*9-  .'^'^  JI. 

Let,  p!  5,  Un^,  iMt,  p.  74, 

iadrtd.  HiliDund,  Hihownt,  JWoimu^. 

LatteM,  itwfoml,  difoiHif.  MiJmu,  miiit,  miyuU,  tiv^'if . 

LettTUg,  luifmHi,  L  s.  ttOioai  Hur,  t,  rain,  more. 

delojr.  Makjl,  maks,  wtftf  <. 

henr,  raiier.  Hale,  p.  10,  a»f  ^mati. 

LejTVj  1eR,p.  321,£aiirfHdi^,  Jotv.  Marjo,  p.  7,  fnas-    Ttflm,  fHaoJt, 

lig,  ■.  2»p.  March  perti,  p.  1£,  h  (Ab  pirti 

ljfht*ame,  tieerfid,  rpn^ily.  ^V^  t^rm  tke  Jk' — ^^ 
Liad*,  aee  Lynde. 
Lingsll,  a  thrtad  qfienp  nttii 

for  mfloding  their  ihoei.  HaatefTfl,  p.  91,  maTttcrr,  p. 
Llth,  lithe,  Inhe,  p.  161,  ottnd,  106  atnalofel!ill,Ughpn^ 

iiarirm,  Utltit.  ifM.    ' 

Lithsr,    p.  74,    iHe,    vortUmt,  Hanger,  mangre,  ipv!<  ^ 

ttattpUv^fimoard.  Maun,  l  mua,  qiv<« 

Urer,  iMiier.  Ma^d,  majde,  naif. 

~ Maye,    p.  30,    aiaid   (rhythmi 

Mmo,  ^  59,  /one,  eUmgO,  p. 

Meany,  re^nbe,  frou,  compalq. 

He«d,  meede,  iword. 

Hea  of  arme*,  p.  31,  gimi  t 

*  At  the  vordi  H^Ki  and  HiTB  were.  Id  Kme  cue*.  Died  pro- 
minsaoDil^  bf  udent  writen ;  lo  the  woMi  Caki  and  Cati  leem 
to  have  been  ■prilled  irith  the  aaiDB  indlfferencj  r  thia  trill  illaabats 
that  «inmon  Engliih  pmrsrb,  "  Ta  turn  Cat  ((.  e.  Catb)  la  fa." 
A  Pak-oakm  ii  in  NonhtniptaHUrs  atill  called  a  Pan-catl 
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Meni>e«re.  ■  nMK*  aj 
MM,  meit,   L  mete. 


Minued,]. 
HiKreutU,  ataeamen. 
Misdoubt,  p.  316,  mptd,  doabt. 
MiBken.  mittalB;    (Ik    in  tlie 
Scattiih    idicm,    let   a    Oiiy 


(Mr. 


mU.) 


Modo^  p.  176,  nood. 

Modh)^  dav,  Moitdaif. 

Mores,  p.  4S,  ilBt,  mid  dounu. 

Mornc,  i.  p.  82,  on  tie  morrow. 

Mort,  •fma  ^1A<  dter. 

Mi>at,miH(. 

Moi^ht,  mot,  mote,  MigU. 

Mure,   mnrt*,   a.   teili   Anna, 

M  jlUn,  MilM  <i«t 
Mjne-je-ple,  [rngs  10,  pwJopt, 

Knan'  plia,  or  fMi.     Monj- 
te  u  still  nwJ  in  thii  hiih 
1  th«  aonh.    (Mr.  Lembe.) 
MjTTy,  mmy. 

MysiuTd,  p,  IDS,  muMsf,  <9>- 
pttnl  lo  a  idd  jnnjfow. 

N". 


N«%b  hiu  nem,  iqifirmKii  iim 
Neir,  8.  nere,  i««'»r,  tmtr. 
Vic}uA   him    of    nije,   p.  67, 


O  gin,  n-Oif!  t  vhnte. 
(hum.;  on  mu,  p.  8,  <«•■«« 

One,  p.  31,  on. 
Onfowghl«n,    unfoughten,     m- 

Or,  ore,  p.  21,25,  iyb™. 

Or,  lir,  if/W  «nr. 
Oriwni,  pn^wn. 

Out  ow«r,i.  «£f(DTHr.-  mir. 

Oat-ham,  Me  nuRTHoiu^  to 
arms  bf  tie  KWhif  o^a  hont, 

Ontrike,  p.  3IU,  on  out  rv^ 
or  expediivflt.  To  rafk^  a.  ij  to 
ffo/iuU  Ontrake  ia  l  cDTDnian 
term  unang  Bhephenlt.  When 
their  sheep  hiTO  a  &«e  psis- 
HgB  from  incloaed  putuna 
into  open  And  liry  gronndHY 
they  oil  it  ft  aooi  oiUrakt, 
(VCt.  Umbe.) 

OwiTB  off  noor,  p.  6,  imr  of 


Pa,  i,  tie  ri«r  Po. 
Fille,  a  Tohe  tfilate,  pulple  ind 
pell.  t-e.  aparpUrobeordoai^ 

Pmmonr,  iMVr,  Item,aiRU(riHs. 
Puwill.  fqaai. 
Pani,  piTtv,  p.  Q,  d  part. 
Pares,  p,  102,  a  pavice.  a  larpe 

Meld  tiai  amred  iAa  tptal* 

hodj/,  f.  psTois. 
Psvilliane,  pamlvm,  Iml, 
Pa7.  lUaMff.,  aaiiafiKthn :  henca, 

well  apaid,  t.  e.  pUaaed,  H^dif 

toMifd. 
Feakuh,  p.  313. 
Peere,  peTe,fieer,  eqwd. 
Penan,  a  laiBter,    or  draamer 
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PsiicH,  p.  107,  pterlm. 
PBrte,iari. 

Pa*j£,fat1ed. 

PUy-fena,  pC^^Unn. 
Plttatact,  sliatmt. 
FiAt,¥jgit,  pOdi^i. 
Krd,p.S07,f»M,iaU. 

Pioni  chinun,  p.  19i,  a  goMf 

KHig  or  baOaitl. 
Pltte,  Fittjs,  Petfe,  pjle,f)i<)F. 
Fompali  p.  34S.  poajimt. 
Pojringij,  a  furrDf. 


pow'd,i.p<iU,nfiAf. 
313,  paiadi  (rfartb- 


p.3 

£)■ 

L} 

nadiiyy  qwcMv. 
Prick«d,  tpHrna  rm^  has 
Prickes,  p.  92,  (i«  nark 

Pritke-mnd*.  n,  92,  o  o 

ProwAi,  p.  104,proi»n. 
Pl7ck^  p.  13S,  lia  mart 

manly  s  hual  wuid. 
PrrinB,  daifinai. 


Qnidniit,  p.  110, 

Qoiil,  itTHi. 

Quiny,  p.  279,  in  hunting  or 
faurking,    it   the   tlaugUtred 


Ruhing,  lerani  to  bs  lbs  old 
hnnti^  term  for  th«  atrokfr 
miile  bTkwild  botririlh  hi* 
bngB.    8m  p.  331. 

Rnchlei.  tardtu. 

Reidf,  p.  23,  reda,  adxite,  hit  off. 

It«ad,  ndnbe. 
Ran,  p.  G,  ntiM. 
Reftv«,  henrm. 
Reckt,  nparded^ 
Reek,  i,  sniofa. 
Reid,  a.  reda,  reed,  nd. 
Btid-Totn,  ■.  red-rsoH,  p.  6] . 
B«lielft>,    recklMH,    rtgardltH, 

void  of  Bare,  nuL 
Rraiiht,  p.  67,  73,  perlupa  ■  de- 

Rcnn.  rm,  p.  SOS. 

Renyed,  p.  l03,  nfiaai. 

Bcwth,  nth ;  rem,  pi^. 

Bull,  17BII,  ngpaJ. 

Richt,  1.  n^. 

Ride,  ntoib  a*  sinnd. 

Roche,  root, 

Ronne,  nut,  p.  26 ;  toom,  run. 


'Mr.  Rowe'i  edil.  h«»j"Th«  flnt  B«w  of  the  Rubtiirk;"  ^ich 
hu  b«n  >upp<»ed  hr  Dr.  WoTborton  to  refer  to  the  nd-lettered 
titlce  of  old  bidlidi.  In  the  large  collection  mide  br  Hr.  Pboti,  I 
do  not  remember  to  hin  •etn  one  ain^e  tallul  with  iu  title  pmilAl 
in  red  letten. 
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BMttM,nlb,pib. 

Row,  nud,  1.  nS,  nlitiL 

Rowgfal,  rout. 

Rowfled,  roHDjd,  whupered. 

Rowyned,  nxM. 

Run,  nuthe,  piMi. 

Bide,  n.  289,  L  e.  maie  an  m- 
road.  Kjd<,liip.71,(T.136.) 
Bbouid  jifiilwblr  be  rw. 

Rydgra,  p.  1S8,  naiptr. 

RjihK  p.  30,  mtf. 


i2^. 


r.p.13." 


SMthe,  iitrf . 
Schip,  (.  (iqiv 


Schowu,  ichowttc,  tianl. 
Scbrtll,  «.  i&ria: 
So,  L  p.  IM,  ma. 

Seue,  MCUL 

fiflrujH,  lerteiilje,  ctfrtcni,  oei 

Sc^nli.    AaCetprall. 

Bbnri,  iitfb  Donfr. 

Bhcir,  p.  0,  tatirdf  (pniitiu). 

^HiH,  ihau,  aUM^. 
SheiU,  •.  iheML  likii^ 
Sbmi,  dagraeid. 


8id^JM«• 

Sied,  1.  BW. 

Sgh-eloot,  0.208,  (ndM-cbat) 

a  «l«t  III  iftw  n^  Ornyi  .- 


SI*^*^"^ 


Soil,  KuUe,  MwU,  tail. 

Sort,  anuaig'. 

9otli,  utbe,  loiith,  uuthe,  Bod, 

Soth-TnglaDds,  SmA  SiulwiL 
Soold,  1.  liaaU. 
Sowdui,  ulduD,  fk/biii. 
SowdeD,  •ovdiia,  nlfOL 

Sowter,  p.  7^,  » lietmatfr. 

Sot,  £  •»- 

Spu,  ipaik,!.  ^obi, 

8»d,««i«i*f. 

Speik,  >.  9»ii. 

Spaad^d,    p.  12,    pnbaUy    ths 

■une  u  SpuD«d,  graapad. 
Span,  ipaere,  nmr. 
8^  p.  207,  ipillB,  p.  59,  tpoi/, 

Sptente,  10,  ipialti,  tfrtag  out. 
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SpuiB,  (pome,  attci,  p.  17.  S—     Somptn,   n.  I 

T«r.  larrii  oMiat,. 

%ds,ifiHi.  SmpM,  p.  ID,   _ 


*"■„ 


Sprt,  p.  7,  »wle,  ip*.  iwesp,  M  wanroa  {Tid« 

StabilKP'lfn,  iHrii4»,s(aUikL  Oaw.  Don^J.    Or 

Stalwuithlj'e,  rtwtff .  tminBiged,  IB.  Hum :  I 

or  nMwiogniflM. 


SlslirariSlj'i 
SUdd,  l  ncui,  p.  oo^ 

suikd,  p.  ee,  ttiff,  \( 

St««dfe,  ittadj/.  qww,  p.  a>  noonf. 

3t^d,  t.  BtBde,  Bietd,  Sweud,  fVDrd. 

SmIb,  thd.  Snnn,  a  dmnn. 

Stone,  thru  :  or,  perb^,  (din,      Sireit,  s.  awttc,  imst. 

Slecria,  Won.  Sintfa.  faui^,  iutiuC^. 

Stett,  ttut,  p.  333,  tlartid.  Bjd,  tidt. 

StetU,  ilerted,  (fort,  JtorM.  Sjd«  >h(M,  p.  6,    ijdu  ibuc, 

SlcTen,  p.  91.  tiiM,  p.  96,  toiM.  p.  6,  naUnlM. 

Still,  watt,  tUtat.  Sjns,  tkn,  olsnBarali. 

'"^—  -'— -•  Sjth,  »!(». 


9taiir,  p.  13,  77,  •toni,  f.  O, 

■lowie,  p.  S3,  £7,  A;«,  <iii-  Tiine,  a.  UIl^  JoiM. 

tutbamx,  Ac     ThJi  word  u  Tike.tabn. 

applied  in  th«noTth  to  li^ifj  TiilentA,  p.  68,  perhdH  goldm 

dull    (giUMd    and    pal  iuto  ornuninta    hung     hDm    hfr 

motion  :  u  bj  the  iwh^ui^  of  head,  to  tbs  nlue  of  tileati  of 

Streigbt,  Urauit.  Tar,  p.  17,  tean  to  be  ■  pio- 

Stnkcne,  itniitn,  itnot  verb,  "  Thtt  tearing  oi  pullina 

Stret,  Urtti.  oecuioned  hit  ipum  or  kicli." 

3lrick,»*™*.  Teenafu',  i.  (Wi  o/ utd^yKiHon, 

Siroke,  p.  10,  nfmoi.  iBrati/id,/mrioia. 

Studs,  ■.  iload.  Teir,  i.  tore,  lear. 

StTntjde,at)a(«d,i<«Hd,ifo<>parf.  Tesne.  Ime.  iBTTotB,iiidigaatiim, 

Siynode  ilwige,  p.  ^    A  fnend  timlk ;    pioperlj,  injury,  af- 

luUiprelod  tUi,  moi^  a  tUt-  front, 

rv^,  tme^iiHg  fmrmt!).  TemmgiHiato,  tig  god  of  0»  Sa- 

Suu,  am.  nuflu.    3*e  ■  memoir  oa  thb 

Sum,  a.  »Fw.  autgect  ia  pige  7S*. 

•  The  old  French  Bomucsrt,  who  had  oormpUd  Tbhhaqint 
Into  Tbbvaoant,  couple  it  with  the  ouae  of  UAiiOMiT-oi  cod- 
muilj  u  oun ;  thui  In  the  old  Soman  da  B 


Hence  Foatuns,  with  great  hnmoui,  in  hii  Tale,  inl 
Flaiteit  da  Rof  dt  Oari*,  nyi, 

•'  &  muiMt  Maliom,  Ji^m,  el  TsBVAOAirr, 

Vttm.  de  I'Acad.  det  loMtipU  torn.  u.  A 
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hdr,  ■)>«&  (1*1 

ThaB,  tin. 


Thune,  •.  d 

The,  CiM. 

TlM,(%.    Thd  WW,  p,  fi,  d<# 

Thcor.  I 
Thn.H 

Tkend,  lie  cwf. 
Ther,  p.  5,  liar. 
Thec-lor,  p,  7,  dar«!>n!. 
ThcrM,  tWeto.    'Hin,  dug. 
Tblyther-nrd  Utbbr-iainJ,  u 

This,  %.     'Hiowe.  Mo*. 
ThorawB,  throw,  i.  Amagi. 
ThauH,  g,  tiou  art. 
Tbnll    p.  309.  OJpdng,  p.  118, 


p.  «,part>J,  Kfm. 


Tbnll    p.  309,  taptite 

Araidani,  BapHatji. 


ThreajM,  to  argm,  to  oaeri  n  a 

poittm  ovemariHg  mainur. 
Thritte,  liirty. 
Thrangc,  p.  1 69,  ioifeiBrf. 
TUl,  p.  16,  Kite,  p.  7S,  oiftK. 
Tini,  p.  45,  [ua  ,-  UdL,  Iml. 
'  Td,  too.    Ileal,  ttM. 
Ton,  p.  7,  tons,  U«  ma. 
Tow,  1.  p.  137,  Ai  ta  ilain  W<M 

Tow,  towe.  fm.     Tw«,>.A». 
Towjn,  p.  23, «««. 
Trejtorj,  trutorj,  freooMry. 
TrWe,*ij«d, 

Trow^  liai,  amocin,  hmw. 

Trowthe,  (tort. 

Tru,  MM. 

Tuik,  «.  too*.    Tol,  «.  (itf,  to. 


raiti,  Tidi  O.  DoDglH. 


..  .->,)  p.  no,  1 

perhiipt  tunni^  « 
An  infmiotift  fnen 


thU  Kemeth  to  more  of  itMir. 
riliDt,  p.  100,  nuntZfji. 
Jndigfat.  wdKilbE/.  iw^naed. 


UuMtt  •UTm,  p.  91,  imappBiK^d 

(me,  tRs^iM«%. 
Uutfll.  HiCo.  p.  169,  qoiH^. 
Tofdcd,  p,  174,  iftMid,  Uft.  ■ 


Wmd,  >.  wold,  wolds,  mwU. 
Wh  worth,  >.  une  ie(uJ«, 
Willcring,  imiterimg. 
WaIl^  p.  11,  tkt  lamt  m  ino, 

oh:  Bwone.p.ia.uDH*. 
W>r,p.6,««nt. 
ytwASa.  p.  62. 1.  ia>H<i>. 
Wu7»ii,  p.  30,  mnrd. 
Wit,  p.  9,  wotiioiB,ani  atHti!. 
Wilt,  >.  imi.     W.jde,  wowrf, 
Wm^wird,  AwrmJ,  penwi. 
WhI,  p.  16.  waa. 
We»le,  p.  115,  tappiuMi,  j>m»- 


8  ihit  they  bomwed 
liinn  Irom  oun. 

M.  S65  of  Buuwtyiu'a  HS.  n  >  ahort  frigment,  in  wbich 
u  uHd  for  ^  Hue  ^  or  ^  one,*  Til. — 

"  AmongH  ths  Honiten  thit  wi  find. 
Then^*  WANK  beloTTsd  of  wonun-keiDd 


<i„Goo^lc 


WeedKi,clodiet. 

Vfeeat,  wsen'd,  OM,  lioagU. 

Weet,Li«t. 

Wdl,  a.  irepe,  aaeo. 


WSofpH 


Wei  of  fiti,  Kom  offHts. 

Weme,  mraii,  beUg,  ioilae. 

Vend,  wendi,  go,  got). 

Wende,  p.  176,  uteaied,  Hovgit, 

Wnke,  raonb. 

WMtlinga,  tewfers,  or  wUiiiiiig, 

WhiIo,n.  306,>m«. 

Wboard,  ioard. 

WImm,  p.  102,  loioM. 

Whjllji,  wtUat. 

W^'ht,  p.   202,  perton,  p.  306, 

Wighlljo,  p.  46,  viffororals. 
Wi|htf,  p.  87,  itnaff,  luig,  ae- 

WllfullB,  91,  ttmideTVig,errimi. 
Will,  1.  p.  81,  lAaU. 
Windling,  L  wiadinff. 
Wiunae,  p.  40,  inU  not, 
WinKme,  p.  337,  •.  agnaafile, 

npagag. 
Win,  p.  &4,  k-BW,  wigt,  bvu. 
Withoatcn,  inlhangbtcn,  lotEl- 


WodB,w 

iii"d,p.32l, , 

Wondenly,  wonderly,  p,  112, 
vronderoady. 

Won.,  p.  13,  «.. 

Woxait,  dueS. 

WoodwBole,  p.  87,  Of  wodowile, 
tie  golden  oBiie,  a  Urd  i^  Ilia 
Itrwi-iittf.  Olw.  CUuc 
Tbeoitg,  M3.  hu  ttoodieesU. 

Worihi.».rti,. 

Wot,  iwwr,  votes,  Jmnet. 

'"  ■  ,p.9,MiK*t9',rieti,  A8. 
'  t.  Wohg,  ntoiuBL 


Wri^t,  p.  106.  write. 
.Wiioge,  p.  103,  eanteadtd  mili 

Writlie,  p.  30*,  lorititd.  United, 
Wiokeu,  Fnmjw'. 
Wimig«,  f«w^.   WdII,  a,  will. 
Wjfht,  p,  320,  «t™^,  luHs. 
'"■'Bbij'e,  p.  iSa,  (fo  ume. 


W«bi).e,  ■ 
WjTd,  p.  6 


Y-fere,  togeOer. 

Y-fouode./otBHJ. 

Y-pickiug.  mcino,  onUaig, 

Y-tl&v,  sfoM.    Y-vere,  uwrfl. 

Y-wi..  p.  113,  (/««,)  «rt(y. 

Y-wrought,  wnoiMli. 

Y.t.,3a<*. 

Y»ve,  p.293,5otw, 

Ych,  jdie,  wci. 

Tchons,  p.  S3,  each  one. 

Ychiuled,  oittBilHAe  dueel. 

Ydl«,  idU. 

Ye  bent,  y-lnral,  feiK. 

Yb  folh,  y-fotb,  u/atli. 

Y«,  p.  a,  no. 

Yoldjdo,  yisSfaJ. 

YecoDghe,  rooi^be,  aumgi. 

YeruTchy,  Awnfral^. 

Yere,  jeoro,  gear,  yeart. 

Yerlo,  p.  8,  perils,  tart. 

Yerlj,  p.  6,  early. 

Ycfltreen,  L  wtftfr'#D0B«o. 

Yf.j^ 

Yg  Qonimco,  f^noroKOB. 

YiiglliBho,  Yanljilw,  £iijf(ul. 

Yagloaiie,  Ei^ca^. 


jiohs,  i 
Wnng,  1. 
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JfondsT,  1.  yrrndtr. 


nthtir  th*  force  of  ^  (uid  perfa^  of  gh),  being  no  other  (hwi 
Huon  letter  5  wluch  batb  the  ficota  end  Engliih  h»e  in  i 
iuUneci  ehuged  into  j,  u  S^p6  yard,  ^ap  juar,  Seoiq;  JK 


t   IIB8T  VOLUME. 


61LBBB1  &  KiviicoTON,  Priuten,  St.  Jobn's  Square,  Lgodoti. 
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